Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  Hbrary  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


life  '-^     '^^4  -     --■^:^^^5i  ;..-.-:  .,..^*«>  %;-  ■•'-;  ^  >  V  ;:^   :■'•  .,.■  .  ^  v  -  ■-  ,^      \ 


^T".- 


S"a 


:^>;: 


■i>.  -'4'Xf'^**"  ■■'■'-"-1,  ' 


■    1 .-     .., 
'■V  ^  . 


"f 


.,  -V        - '  ■'  - 
"t:     '      t"     : 


tl- 


i'.- 


t... 


'":■■  ^> 


LETTERS 


PROM  A 


CITIZEN  OF  THE  WORLD, 


TO   HIS 


FRIENDS  IN  THE  EAST. 


VOL.  L 


EMBELU8HED  WITH  ENGRAVINGS. 


»•< 


•.  4 


BUNGAY : 

. «   .■>.■*■  •  •< 

PBtXTED  AKD  PUBLISHED  BY  3.  AND  S.  CBILDS. 

1820. 


■•  .•■  1 


THE  NEV/  YORK 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

784169 A 

ASTOR,  LENOX  AND 
TlLt)2^N.iOU^^AT;ONS  I 


/ 


.  . '      ■■  1 


^    *      •      «... 


,^ 


*HE 


2 


rr- 


EDITOR'S  PilEf'AGE. 


The  scKoolmien  hadforitierty  d  v^ry  6xact  way 
of  computil^g^  the  abilitfes  of  tbdr  saints  or 
auihoi^.  Escobar,  itt  insiai^c^,  i^as  said  to 
have  feanihig  ^  five,  ge&itcs  as  fotit,  aiid!  (|^ra- 
vity  ^  seVetf.  Cafai^liiel  wks  gl^eater  than 
he.  His  learning  was  as  eight,  his  genius  as 
six>  aiHl  hiST  gravity  ad  thini^^n.  tf'eire  t  to 
edtiniate  the  merits*  of  our  Gbinefire  philofifoph'er 
by  tb^'saoiestde,T  would  hot  he^itatie  to  state 
\&s  g^i^s  sifiU  highe)^ ;  but  as^^  to  his  learning 
aitd  gravify,  these,  I  tfaink,  Uii^ht  safely  be 
marked-  as  nine  hundi'ed  and  nltiety-nine, 
within  olie  d^g'ree  of  absblbte'  Mj^idity . 

Tef ,  upbU' fiisMir'stt  app6aratii[^  h^re,  many 
wet^etiMgiry  n6t  to  fihd  hithais  ignorant  as  a 
Tripdliiteatirbassadolf,  or  atifenvoy  ftoih  Mtijac. 
•o  They  w^re  sarj^li^ed'  td  find'  a/  niait  born  so  faf 
£honi  London,  that  siehobl^  6f  prUdendci  and 
^srfi^,  endued  eVen  tHIIi  a'  ikiodet^tel  capa- 
Af^.    TH^f  entpressred'  tb6  ^o^e  surj^rike  at 

o      Uff  kdoiHiedg^  thttt  iKe  GJH^i^i^e  db  at  ours.* 

5  ^  .  ■         .     - .    . 

^  Le  Compte,  vol.  i.  p.  210. 
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11.  PREFACE. 

'^  How  comes  it,'*  said  they, "  that  the  Euro- 
peans, so  remote  from  China,  think  with  so 
much  justice  and  precision  ?  They  have  never 
read  oup  books,  they  scarcely  know  even  our 
letters,  and  yet  they  talk  and  reason  just  as 
we  do."  The  truth  is,  the  Chinese  and  we 
are  pretty  much  alike.  Different  degrees  of 
refinement,  and  not  of  distance,  mark  the 
distitictions  among  mankipd.  Savages  of  the 
most  opposite  climates  have  all  but  oqe  charac- 
ter, of  improvidence  and  rapacity ;  and  tutored 
nations,  however  separate,  make  use  of.  the 
very  same  methods  to  procure  refined  <snjoy- 
ment.  - 

The  distinctions  of  polite  nations  are.  few  ; 
but  such  as  are  peculiar  to.  the  Chinese,  ap- 
pear in  every  page  of  the  following  corres- 
pondence. The  metaphors  and  illusions  are 
all  drawn  from  the  East.  Their  formality  our 
author  carefully  preserves.  Many  of  their 
favourite  tenets  in  morals  are  illustrated.  The 
Chinese  are  always  concise,  so  is  he.  Simple, 
so  is  he.  The  Chinese  are  grave  and  senten- 
tious, so  is  he.  But  in  one  particular  the 
resemblance  is  peculiarly  striking:  the  Chi- 
nese are  often  dull ;  and  so  is  he.  Nor  has 
my  assistance  been  wanting.  We  are  told  in 
an  old  romance  of  a  certain  knight-errant  and 
his  l^prse  who  contracted  an  intimate  friend- 
ship. The  horse  most  usually  bore  the  knight ; 


PREFACE,  Hi. 

but  in  cases  of  extraordinary  dispatch,  the 
knight  returned  the  favoar,  and  carried  his 
horse.  Thus  in  the  ititimacy  between  my 
author  and  tee,  he  has  usually  given  me  a  lift 
of  his  eastern  sublimity;  and  I  faiEtve  some- 
times given  him  a  return  of  my  colloquial 
ease. 

Yet  it  appears  strange  in  this  season  of 
panegyric,  wheh  scarcely  an  author  passes 
unpraised  either  by  his  friends  or  hitnself,that 
such  merit  as  our  philosopher's  should  be  for- 
gotten. While  the  epithets  of  ingenious,  co- 
pious, elaborate,  and  refined,  are  lavished 
among  th^  mob,  likie  medals  at  a  coronation, 
the  lucky  prizes  fall  on  every  side,  but  not 
one  on  him.  I  could  on  this  occasion  make 
myself  melancholy,  by  considering  the  ca- 
priciousness  of  public  taste,  or  the  mutability 
of  fortune;  but,  during  this  fit  of  mor^lfty, 
lest  my  reader  should  sleep,  IMl  take  a  nap 
myself,  and  when  I  awake,  tell  hini  my  dream. 

I  imagined  the  Thames  was  frozen  over, 
and  I  stood  by  its  side.  Several  booths  were 
erected  upon  the  ice,  and  I  was  told  by  one  of 
the  spectators,  that  Fashion  Fair  was  going 
to  begin.  He  added,  that  every  kuthor  who 
would  carry  his  works  there,  might  probably 
fiiidavery  good  reception.  1  was  resolved, 
how(^ver,  to  observe  the  humours  of  the  place 
in  safety  from  the  shore,  sensible  that  ice  was 
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at  best,  prec^rio.vi$>  §nd  jk^ymg  been  Always  a 
little  oowairdly  in  i^y  sleep. 

Several  of  my  ^quainta^e  seemed  much 
more  hardy  i^n  J-,  and  went  ov&r  tbe  ice  with 
intrepidity.  Spme  carried  their  wojfka  to  tfae 
fair  on  sledges,  s^oi^  on  carts,  and  tj^ose  which 
were  more  voluminous  were  conveyed  in  wag*- 
gons.  Their  jtemerjity  astpiiirii0d  ipe.  J  knew 
their  ca|*goes  were  heavy,  ai^d  expeejted  every 
moment  they  wpuld  have  gone  to  the  b^tom. 
They  all  entered  tfa^  fair,  however,  in  safety, 
and  each  soon  after  returned,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, )^gbly  sati9$^4  ^Mb  his  ep^erjtpLipiBeiit, 
a|^4  the  bargaii^  be  had  J^ou^t  aw^y. 

The  sijLccess  of  sMcjl^  i)jUL^l^er§  ^t  last  beg^a 
to  operate  upop  n^e.  If  t)^^,  c^ed  ),  09^ 
with  favour  and  s^ety,  some  ly^ck  ttftfr,  {^r 
haps,  for  onoe  Mtend  the  unfortunate.  I  ana 
resolved  to  make  a  new  adventure.  The  fur«^ 
^liture,  frippery,  and  fire«- works  of  Chiioa  have 
long  been  fashionably  boiight  up.  I'U  try 
the  fair  with  a  small  c^rgo  of  Chinese  morality. 
If  the  Chinese  have  contributed  to  vitiate  our 
taste,  1^11  try  how  far  they  can  ^Ip  to  im- 
prove oiir  understandingr  But  a^  others  have 
driven  into  the  market  in  waggpns,  I'll  cau- 
tiously begin  by  venturing  with  a  wheel- 
barrow. Thus  resolved,  I  b^led  up  my  goods 
and  fairly  veptufed  ;  when,  upop  jnst  enters 
ing  the  fair^  I  fancied  t))us  icik  that  had  supt 
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ported  an  hundred  wvLggonn  before,  cracked 
under  me,  and  wheelbarrow  and  all  went  to 
the  bottom. 

Upon  awaking  from  my  reverie  with  the 
fright,  I  cannot  help  wishing  that  the  pains 
taken  in  giying  tliis  correspondence  an  Eng^ 
lish  dress  had  been  employed  in  contriving 
new  political  systems,  or  new  plots  for  farces. 
I  might  then  have  taken  my  station  in  the 
world,  either  as  a  poet  or  a  philosopher,  and 
made  one  in  those  little  societies  where  men 
dab  to  raise  each  other^s  reputation.  But  at 
present  I  belong  to  no  particular  class.  I 
resemble  one  of  thofi^  animals  that  has  been 
forced  from  its  forest  to  gratify  human  curi- 
osity. My  earliest  wish  was  to  escape  un- 
heeded through  life ;  but  I  have  been  set  up 
for  half-pence,  to  fret  and  scamper  at  the  end 
of  my  chain.  Though  none  are  injured  by  my 
rage,  I  am  naturally  too  savage  to  court  any 
friends  by  fawning ;  too  obstinate  to  be  taught 
new  tricks  ;  and  too  improvident  to  mind  what 
may  happen :  I  am  appeased,  though  not  con- 
tented. Too  indolent  for  intrigue,  and  too 
timid  to  push  for  favour,  I  am — But  what  sig- 
nifies what  I  am  ? 

Ou^if  tfMt  x*  ^f*"*  ^^*?fl'  "f^^f  yj^*  *fu* 
Fortune  and  Hope,  adieu !  — I  see  my  port, 
Too  long  your  dupe :  be  others  now  your  sport. 
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CITIZEN  OF  THE  WORLD. 


LETTER  I. 

To  Mr.  ^'^^^  Merchant  in  London. 


iMtnimetioB.   A  cteMcter  of  the  OUaMe  fkUowtlifr. 


SiK^  Amtierduii. 

X  ouBS  of  the  ISth  instanty  coTerinif  two  bilk, 
oae  on  Mesenra.  R.  and  D.  value  4781. 100.  an4 
the  other  on  Mr.  «**«,  value  2852.  duly  came 
to.handy  the  fanner  of  which  met  w|th  honour^ 
bjit  the  other  has  been  trifled  with,  and  I  am 
afraid  will  be  f  etumed  protested. 

The  bearer  of.  thb  is  my  friend,  therefore 
let  him  be  yours.  He  is  a  native  of  Honan 
in.  China,  and  one  who  did  me  signal  services 
when  he  was  a  oumdarine,  and  I  a  factor  at 
Canton.  By  frequently  convoving  with  the 
English  there,  he  has  learned  the  language, 
though  he  is  entirely  a  strahger  to  th^ir  man* 
ners  and  custcnns.  I  am.  told  he  is  a  philoso^ 
pher ;  I  am  sure  he  is  an  honest  man  ;  that  to 
you  will  be  his  best  recommendation,  next  to 
the  ooiiaideration  of  his  being  the  friend  of. 

Sir, 

Yours,  &c.   . 


8  CmZEN  OF  THE  WORLD. 

LETTER  II. 

From  Lien  Chi  AUangi  to  ♦♦♦♦,  Merchant 

in  Amsterdam. 


The  arrlTftl  of  fke  C^oMe  ia  L<Nti«n.    Hlt«iod?«t  tar  tiie  jo«r- 
'ney.    Some  desdription  of  flie  Mreets  taA  hoiuet. 


FRISV9  Of  BfY  HEART,  London. 

IVIay  the  wings  of  peace  rest  upon  thy  dwells 
ing,  and  the  shield  of  conscience  prfs^ervf 
ihee  from  vice  and  misepf  I  l^or  all  tliy 
tsnmwti  a^eoeptmy  gratitade  and  estecW/lbe 
«Dly  tributes  a  p^or  pbilosopkie  ^wiieiidevey  esii 
fBtmtVk.  Sure,  iortube  is  remKneA  to  Biake  m^ 
wihappy,  whea  «lic  gi^es  others  a  power  of 
testifying  their  fi4et|chhip  hf  «ctioii8,  and 
ieares  me  only  words  io  ^Kpress*  the  «iMerity 
of  mine. 

I  ott  perfectly  sensihb  of  Ae  ddioKey-  vnHk 
which  you.  eadeavour  in  lessen  your  own  merit 
aaid  my  oUigmtions.  By  caltiBg  your  Me^  itt^ 
stances  of  firiendahip  <eidy  a  return  lor  former 
fimmrs,  yon :  wmdd  induce  rae  to  impttte  to 
ymir  justkei  what  I  ow«  to  yo«r  generosity. 

The  seririees  i  did  yoii  st  Caatew,  jtfdtli^^ 
htiivamty)  and  my  cffiee,  hade  me  perform  ; 
tfaofiie  ybuharve  done  mie  since  my  artvirat  at 
Amsterdam,  no  laws  obliged  you  to,  no  jus- 
tice reqii^ired  ;  even  half  your  favours  would 


have  bem  gve«(t^  ^han  |i^  most  sMgniiie  ex- 
pectations. 

Tbe  sum  of  money,  tberefotre,  wbi^  you 
privately  ooaYeyed  into  my  iMigga^e^  when  I 
was  leaTing  Holland^  and  which  I  was  ig<> 
norant  of  till  my  ar^val  in  liondep,  I  must 
heg  leave  to  return.  You  have  been  bred  a 
merchant,  and  I  a  scholgr ;  you  coneeqiiently 
love  money  better  than  I*  You  can  find  plea* 
sure  in  superfluity ;  I  am  perfectly  content 
with  what  is  sufficient ;  take,  thereforoi  urtiat 
is  yours,  it  may  give  ypu  some  j^easure,  even 
thoi^igh  y<H&  tove  no  oeeasion  to  use  it :  my 
)ipippiQ#ss  it  oann^  improve,  for  I  have  already 
j^  t;^  I  want, 

My  p^sage  )by  is^i  fr em  Rotterdam  to  Emgr 

land  was  naore  painful  to  me  than  aii  the  jonr* 
pies  I  ever  made  on  land.  I  have  traversed 
the  imineasurable  wilds  of  Mogul  Tartary : 
felt  all  the  rigours  of  Siberian  skies  ;  I  have 
hml  my  repose  an  hundred  times  disturbed  by 
invading  savages,  and  have  seen,  without 
shrining,  the  desert  sands  rise  like  a  trou- 
bled oeean  all  around  me  ;  against  these  ca- 
lamities I  was  armed  with  resolution ;  but  in 
my  passage  to  England,  though  nothing  oc- 
curred that  gave  the  mariners  any  uneasiness, 
tp  one  who  was  never  at  sea  before,  all  was  a 
subject  of  astonishment  and  terror.  To  find 
the  hud  disappear,  to  see  our  Hhip  mount  the 
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waves  swift  as  an  jurrbW  from  thfe  Tartar  bow, 
to  hear  the  wind  howling  through  the  cordage, 
to  feel  a  sickness  which  depresses  even  the 
spirits  of  the  brave  ;  these  were  une^ected 
distresses,  and  consequently  assaulted  me  tin - 
prepared  to  receive  them. 

You  men  of  Eur5pe  think  nothing  of  a  voy- 
age by  sea.  With  us  of  Chitia,  a  man  who 
has  been  from  sight  of  land  is  regarded  upon 
his  return  with  admiration.  I  have  known 
some  provinces  where  there  is  not  even  a  name 
for  the  ocean.  What  a  strange  people  theo'e- 
fore  am  I  got  amongst,  who  have  founded  an 
empire  on  this  unstable  element,  who  build 
cities  upon  billows  that  rise  higher  than  the 
mountains  of  Tipartala,^ -and  make  the  deep 
more  formidable  than  the  wildest  tempest. 

Such  accounts  as  these,  I  mui^t  confess, 
w^e  my  first  motives  for  seeing  England. 
These  induced  me  to  undertake  a  journey  of 
seven  hundred  painful  days,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine its  opulence,  buildings,  sciences,  arts, 
and  manufactures  on  the  spot.  Judge,  then, 
my  disappointment  on  entering  London,  to 
see  no  signs  of  that  opulence  so  much  talked 
of  abroad  ;  whoever  I  turn,  I  am  presented 
with :  a  gloomy  solemnity  in  the  houses,  the 
streets,  and  the  inhabitants;  none  of  that 
beautiful  gilding  whioh  makes  a  principal  or- 
nament io  Chinese  architecture*    The  streets 


of  NaBkiQ.are  sometimes  strewed  with  gold 
leaf;  very  diflfereot  are  those  of  London  :  in 
the  midst  of  their  pavements,  a  great  lazy 
puddle  moves  muddily  along;  heisivy-laden 
machinal  with  wheels  of  unwieldy  thickness, 
crowd  up:every  passage ;  so  that  a  stranger, 
instead  of  finding  tipieftr  <%servation,  is  often 
luq^y  if  he  has  time; to  escape  fr<»n  being 
crushed  to  pieces*. 

.  The  houses  borrow  very  few  ornaments 
from  architecture ;  their  chief  disisoration  seems 
to  be  a  paltry  piece  of  painting,  hung  out  at 
their  doors,  or  windo  ws^  at  once  a  proof  of  thdir 
indigence  and  vanity :  their  vanity,  in  each 
having  one  of  those  pi<ctures  exposed  to  pub- 
lic view  ;  and  their  indigence,  in  being  unable 
to  get  them  better  painted. .  In  this  respect, 
the  fancy  of  their  painters  is  also  deplorable. 
Could  you  believe  it  ?  I  have  seen  five  black 
yens  and  three  blue  boars  in  less  than  the 
circuit  of  half  a  mile ;  and  yet  you  know  that 
^animals  of  these  colours  are  no  where  to  be 
found,  except  in  the  wild  imaginations  of  Eu- 
rope. 

From  these  circumstances  in  their  buildings, 
and  from  the  dislnal  looks  of  the  inhabitants, 
I  am  induced  to  oontlude  that  the  nation  is 
actually  poor ;  and  that,  like  the  Persians, 
they  make  a  splendid,  figure  evary  where  but 
at  home.    The  protverb  of  Xisofou  is,  that  a- 
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man's  ridies  m^^  be  seen  in  hili  ^i^s*;  if  \^ef 
jadge  ^  tbe  Bngiish  by  tMs  rtile^  th^e  is  nM 
a  poori^  natifon  under  the  snti. 

I  have  been  here  but  two  days,  so  \^ill  not 
be  hasty  in  my  decisions  ;  sueh  letters'  as-  I 
shall  write'  to  Fipsthi  iAr  Moscow,  I  beg  youTP 
endeavour  to  forwai*d  With  ail  iS^geM€;  I 
shfiil  sewd  them  opeWy  itt  order  that  you  mH^ 
take  copies  or  translations,  as^^  you' are  equally 
versed  hi>  the  Dut<ehr  and  Chinese  Unguages. 
Dear  friend,  diink  of  iny  absence  with  regret, 
sis  I  ghncereiy  regrist  yours ;  even  while  I  Wtfte,- 
i  laiticti  t  ouv  s^eparation .    Farewells 


mmm 


From  lAen  CM  Altan^^  to  the  care  of  Fip^^ 

sihij  resident  in  Moscow ;  to  be  forwarded 

by  the  Russian   caravan  to  Fnm  Moam^ 

first /president  of  the  ceremomal  Academy 

at  Pekin  in  China. 


The  description  of  London  continued.    The  huhiry  of  the  English. 
Its  oenefits.    The  fine  irentleman.    The  fine  lady. 
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Think  not,  O  thou  guide  of  my  ydutli,  thaf 
absence  can  impair  my  respeet,rcfr  interposing 
trackless  desorts  blot  your  reverend'  figiir^ 
from  my  memory.    The  ferth^i"  1  travd'Ifeel' 


1 


4tk^  ]^iti  of'  separAtiMf  ^th  stroAg^er  force ; 
fliogtf  lieffih&t  }6aA  istie  to  iliy  natives  couutry, 
And  yOUy  itfr«  still  nnbrokeii. '  By  etery  re- 
tBtn^ej  I-oifly  dM^  b  gfi^eifter  lengfth  bf  chaiu.^ 
Ooidd  I  find  OU]^t^otl!h  trftiidtifittito^  from 
so  remote  a  region  as  this  to  *i^lc1i  I  hav^ 
wa&def^,  I  should  flMif  irend  it;  bat  in- 
iMftI  of  this,  )rott  must  be  eoiiteiited  with  a 
teneWiil  of  imy  f^rtosl  fmfeMiotis,  and  an  im- 
psfitet  aoeottiii  of  a  pe^^tHth  wbotn  I  am 
as  y4t  but  tfiqierfteiaAly  acquainted.    I'be  re- 
mark* of  ft  tdttn  wbo  fassi  been  but  tbtee  days 
in  the-MAsotry  cfbn^  only  betbose  obvious  cir- 
eamMAcfiBS  I^Mck  foHf6  tb^m^ldYeS  upon  the 
teda^iMltton :    I  ^o^l^det  tnyself  h6re  as  a 
ntwly^tifesited'  b^ik^ilbtlPO^ilced  into  a  new 
worM :  <svory  object  sti-dtM  vHlh  wonder  and 
surprise,     f  he  imagination,  still   unsated, 
seems  Ihe  only  axiti^  principle  of  the  mind. 
The  most  trifling  oectMeni^es  give  pleasure, 
till  the  gloss  of  novelty  is  wefil  a^vny.    When 
I  have  eeased  to  woodier,!  may  possiUy  grow 
Wis^ yt  mury  theuoi^ll the MisoAihgf principle 
to  my  «Sd«4iiid  compare  those  ol^ts  with 
eMli  other^  wbiok  were  before  elamined  with- 
out refloetf  on. 

BiAoM  me^  then,  in  liondott,  ffftcfS^  ^t  the 
stMLttgems  aiid  'dMfy  nt  «Mf ;  itf  se<mis  tbeff  And 

«1  W««id  »  iv^Hlda  of  flfli  MltttUbl  aadf  iM6iiii± 

innpiotbeTnvvUttf,:  ,  ^y^-.    * 

^*  And  dragri  at  each'hsmove  a  lengtheDhig  cBiia. ' 

Vol.  I.  c 


t 
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somewhat  absurd.  19,  vay  &gwc^ ;  nnd  had  1^ 
been  never  from  hoiDe,  it  i$  pb^sihla  ,1  migb^ 
find  an  iniini^  fiind  9f  ri^iqi^^  iQ.^eirs  ;  but 
by  long  traTeUing  |  am  .taught  to  lauj^h  a;t 
folly:  alppe,  and  to.fipd^ptbii^s  truly  ridicu- 
lous but  yilla^y  and  yipe.  .  ,  .  ,,  ^  ,  ,.. 
Wb^n  I  hi^4  iust  quitted  la^j  natiye.qQuiitry^ 
and  crossed  the  Cbine^i^  ws41>  I  JC^neii^d  eyei^y 
deviatioi^  from  tbke,  CRf^opos  ^d  nmilBers  iof 
Chiaa  wafs  a jdej^arting  frpn^  juature ;  I  smiled 

at  the  bluelips  and  rpd^ffKiTpb^ada  of  tbe  Tour 
guese;  and  cpuld  b&rdly.contfdQ.iYhen  I  saw 
the  Daurp^  dress  tU^^irb^ad^  with  bwns.  The 
Ostiacs, ,  powdered  witl^  red  >e|u?th ;  aad  the 
C almuck  bef^uties^  tficki^  Au^ in : all.  tbe^fiu^ry 
of  sheep-ski^}  app^PMTisd  bigliljr  xidi<:uJlous ; 
but  I  jsoon  p^c^iyedt  that  the  (ridiottle  lay  not 
in  them,  but  in  me  ;  that  I  falsfdy  copdi^mned 
others  for  absprdity^i  because  they  happened 
to  differ  from  a  standard  origin^ly;  founded  iti 
prejn/dieeor  paptiaUty*  /      , 

I  find  no  pleasur^^.tber^fcH'e)  in  taxing  th^ 
Engljlph  witb  departing  fiyim  nature  in  theijr 
external  appearance,  ^wbAeh  isi ;  aU  X  :y:et  know 
of  tboir  character;  it  is > pdsftible  they  iO^ly 
endeayour  to  improye  her  simple  .plaUr  since 
every  e^tK;ayagailP^  it  dr^s<s  prppoeds  iNw  a 
desire  of  becomiilg mere. beaintifidtbaii^ nature 
made  us  ;  s^nd  this  is  so  hamdess.a  yanity.  that 
htiQi  only  pardon  but  approve  it ;  a  desire  to 


be  nlore'elcelleiit  than  t^tbei^  tt  ^dt  actually 
makes  us  so,  and,  lid  fUoiisaitds  find  a  lirefi- 
liood  in  society  by*  sudk'  ato]peiStes,  none  but 
the  ignorant  ititreigfa  aj^jist'  thedl."    ' ' 
' '  Yon  are  noffaisenaible;  mo^  i^eVeretid  t^um 
Hoam,  what  nuniberl^si^' tildes, 'e^eh  among 
tlier  Chinese,  snbsist  by  the  harmless  prid^  of 
each  othefl '  Yoiirnosfe-%brer»,fect-swathers, 
tooth-stainers,  eye^bro^  plneker^,  Would  all 
want   bread,  should  their  nelgh'boufs  want 
vanity.      These    vanities,   however,   employ 
fmich  fewer  hands  in  China  thcifn  in  England ; 
and  a  fine  gentleman,  or  a  fine  lady,  here 
dressed'ttp  to  the  fa9b{on,  seems  scarcely  to 
have  a  single  liinb  that 'does  not  stitfer  some 
dl9t<yirtions  from  art. '*" 
'   To  make  a  fihe  genitem'dn,  several  trades 
are  required,  biit^iiftiefly  ja  Mbafber  [^'  ^u  have 
tiiidoubtedlj  beard  of  the  Jewish  champion, 
whose  strength  lay  in  hlk  hair:   one  would 
think  that  the  English  Ivere  'for  placing  all 
wisdony  there  :  to  appear  wise,  nothing  more 
ts  requisite  here  than  for  a  tndn  to  borrow  hair 
from  the  headed  of  aH  hi^  iieighbours,  and  clap 
it  like  a  bush  on  bis  otrn:'theL  distributors  of 
law- and  physic  stick  on  such  quant^ies,  that 
itftir  almost  imtM^Uble,  even  iik'idea,  to  distii/r- 
guish  between  the  hiiad  andthii  halK'  * 
Those  whom  I  bttte  IM^  iiWw  descrflbtH)^ 

afieet  «hegravHy  of  titelioW:  tllol^e^afttJsM|||t 

c2 
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to  4escribe  more  r€^i^(€wI^fE^  |t^^  peart  Tii^ty  of 
saiJ]4^r  aniinalsi.  /[Th^;  l^^rbf^r  who  is  9tiU 
mastier  of  tb^  eef^o^ie^  €^|t&  their  hair  plosi^ 
to  the  crowp  ;  ^n4  ^^^  with  &  eomp^sitipn  0f 
meal  and  l^^s  l^rd,  plai^tors  the  wbol^  in 
sucK  a  m^uuier,  as;  to.m$ik§  it  iq^pto^sihlis  t^ 
distinguish  whe^th^r  the  patient  we««rg  a  e^p 
or  a  plaister  ;  but,  to  make  the  pieturtB  o^ore 
perfectly  striliing,  co^^cdiYe  the  tttil  of  ^ome 
beast,  a  grey-hound's  tail,  or  a  pig's  tail  for 
ins tance,  appended  to  the  hac^k  of  the  head^ 
and  reaphing  doyfn  to  that  place  wh^^e  t^iJip 
in  other  animus  ar^  gen^^y  seei^  tf^  t^gip  > 
thus  bets^ilf^d  and  beppwd^edj^  the  man  of  taMe  > 
fancies  he  improT^s  ^n^ l^i^ty^  dree^^s  ppl^i 
hard-featured  face  in  smiles,  and  attempts  to 
look  hideously  tender.  Thx^p  equippei^s  ^^ 
is  quali^d  to  p^ake  loYie,  and  hapc^  for  sii^ce^s 
more  from  the  powder  on  the  oi^tsidie  (^  lAa 
head,  than  the  sentiments  within. 
.  Yet  whfsn.I  cpnsider  what  sort  of  a  isr^a- 
ture  the  fine  la4y  is,  to  wham  he  is  ^uf^ppsjed 
to  pay  bis  addresses,  it  is  nqt  sti^ange  to  find 
him  thiis  eqi^pped  in  order  %a  pleai^.  Sbe>  is 
herself  every  whit  as  fond  ioif, ponder,  and  tails^ 
and  hog's  l^d,  ifs  he ;  to  ip^ak  my  secret  spn* 
timent^,  most  rev^end  Fum,  the  ladies  h^re 
are  horribly  i|g|y;  I  can  h^lMlly  endure  the 
sig^  of  th^,:  th^y  np  w^y  resei^ble  the 
bpautifs  qf  China,;    tb#  ]g^r9p^ans  h^ve  a 
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quite  4iflfiBrelitid4la  of  beauty  from  us  ;  trheA 
I  reflect  on  the  smaU-lboted  perfecttoiM  of  dn 
east^Nni  beautji  how  ie  it  possible  I  should 
have  eyes  for  a  womaii  trhoee  feet  are  tell 
inohes  loBgi  I  shell  neYor  fot^et  the  beauties 
of  my  native  city  of  Nanfew.  How  rery  broad 
their  faces  I  how  yery  short  their  noses !  how 
tery  little  their  eyes !  how  v^ry  thin  their 
Kps  1  how  Tery  black  their  teeth. !  the  snow 
on  the  tops  of  Bao  is  not  fairer  than  their 
ebeeks ;  and  their  eye^brows  are  small  as  the 
line  by  the  yencil  ef  Quansi.  Here  a  lady 
with  such  porfectkrtis  would  be  frightful; 
Dutch  and;  Chineiie  beauties  hideed  haye  some 
rAeitiblanee^  but  English  it^oiliett  are  entirely 
different ;  red  efaeeksiybig  eyes^  and  teeth  of 
a  moi^  odious  whiteness^  aire  Sot  only  seM 
b0re,  biit  wished  tbti  aad  then  they  have 
such  masculine  feet,  as  actually  serye  some 
for  waJUf  mg  I 

Yet  ttUciytl  as  nature  has  be«l,  they  seem 
TesoWed  t6  Outdo  her  us  taldftdness  :  they  use 
white  powder,  blue  powder,  aad  Hack  powder, 
for  tb^r  hairy  and  a  red  powdeif  for  the  ftce 
on  some  particular  ooensioosw  . 

They  like  to  have  the  face  of  yarious  colours, 

as  among  the  Tartars  of  Koreki,  frequently 

sticking  on,  with  spittle,  little  black  patches 

on  every  part  of  it,  except  on  the  tip  of  the 

nose,  which  I  have  never  seen  with  a  patch. 

c  8 
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YouMl  have  a  better  idea  of  their  manner  of 
placing  these  spots,  when  I  haye  finished'  a 
map  of  an  English  face  patched  up  to  the 
fashion,  which  shall  shortly  be  sent  to  increase 
your  curious  collection  of  paintings,  medals, 
and  monsters. 

But  what  surprises  more  thani  all  the  rest  is 
what  I  have  just  now  been  credibly  informed 
by  one  of  this  country.  '  Most  ladies  here,* 
says  he,  ^  have  two  faces;  one  face  to  sleep 
in,  and  another  to  shew  in  company  ;  the  first 
is  generally  reserved  for  the  iiusband  and 
family  at  home ;  the  other  put  on  to  please 
strangers  abroad :  tiie  family  face  is  often  in* 
different  enough,  but  the  out-door  one  lodes 
something  better ;  thi»  is  always  mader  at  the 
toilet^  where  the  looking-^glass  and  toad*eater 
sit  in  council,  and  settle  the  complexion  of  the 
day/ 

I  canH  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  remark; 
however,  it  is  actually  certain,  that  they  wear 
more  clothes  within  doors  than  without ;  and 
I  have  seen  a  lady,  who  seemed  to  shudder  at 
a  breeze  in  her  own  apartment,  appear  half 
naked  in  the  streets..    FarewelL 
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LETTER  IV. 

TO  THE   SAME. 


Bdfliali  pride*     lUbettf*     An  instance  of  botli.     Newtpapen. 

Politeness. 


The  English  seem  as  silent  as  the  Japanese^ 
yet  vainer  than  the  inhabitants  of  Siam.  Upon 
my  arriyal)  I  attributed  that  reserve  to  mo- 
desty, which  I  now  find  has  its  origin  in  pride. 
Condescend  to  address  them  firsts  and  you 
are  sure  of  their  acquaintance  ;  stoop  to  flat- 
tery, and  you  conciliate  their  friendship  and 
esteem.  They  bear  hunger,  cold,  fatigue,  and 
all  the  miseries  of  life  without  shrinking; 
danger  only  calls  forth  their  fortitude ;  they 
even  exult  in  calamity  ;  but  contempt  is  what 
they  cannot  bear.  An  Englishman  faars  con- 
tempt more  than  death  ;  he  often  flies  to  death 
as  a  refuge  from  its  pressure  ;  and  dies  when 
he  fancies  the  world  has  eeased  to  esteem  him. 
Pride  seems  the  source  not  only  of  their 
national  vices,  but  of  their  national  virtues 
also.  An  Englishman  is  taught  to  love  his 
king  as  his  friend,  but  to  acknowledge  no 
Other  master  than  the  laws  which  himself  has 
contributed  to  enact;  He  despises  those  na- 
tions, who,  that  one  may  be  free,  are  all  con- 
tent  to  be  slaves ;  who  first  lift  a  tyrant  iute^ 
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terror,  and  then  shriilik  ufidar  his  power  as  if 
delef^ted  from  heaven.  Liberty  is  echoed 
in  all  their  assemblies  ;  and  thousands  might 
be  found  ready  to  offer  up  their  liyes  for  the 
sound,  though  perhaps  net  one  of  all  the  num-* 
ber  understands  its  meaning.  The  lowest 
mechanic,  however  looks  upon  it  as  his  duty 
to  be  a  watchful  guardian  of  his  country's 
freedom,  and  often  uses  a  language  that  might 
seem  haughty,  even  in  the  mouth  of  the  great 
emperor,  who  traces  bis  ancestry  to^  the  moon. 
A  few  days  ago,  passing  by  one  of  their 
prisons,  I  could  not  avoid  stopping,  in  order 
to  listen  to  a  dialogue,  which  I  thought  might 
afford  me  some  entertainment.  The  conver- 
sation was  carried  on  between  a  debtor  through 
the  grate  of  his  prison,  a  porter^  who  had 
stopped  to  rest  his  burthen,  and  a  soldier  at 
the  window.  The  subject  waa  upon  a  threaten* 
ed  invasion  from  Franpe^  and  each  seemed  ex* 
tremely  anxious  to  rescue  his  country  fron^  the 
impending  danger.  '  For  my  part,'  cries  the 
prisoner,  Uhe  greatest  of  my  apprehensions 
is  fpir  our  freedom ;  if  the  French  should  con^ 
quer,  wha4;  would  become  of  English  liberty  ? 
My  dear  friends,  liberty  is  the  Englishman's 
prerogative ;  we  must  preserve  that  at  the 
expense  of  our  lives ;  of  that  th^  French  shall 
never  deprive  us  \  |t  is^  not  to  be  expected  that 
men  who  are  slaves.  themBii9lve»  WiMld  j^resesve 
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our  frfadoyi  shpuld  ^hejr  ban^n  to  €onqui9i;/ 

*  Ajf  slavep/  cri^s ,  tb0  pprter,  Ubey  tore  ^l 
Jllav^Sy  fit  only  to  oarry  burthens,  eyei^  om 
of  them.  Before  I  would  stoop  to  slavery^ 
may  this  be  my  po^on  (and  be  beld  the  gpblet 
19  his  handi)  may  this  be  my  poiaon«^but  J( 
would  sooner  list  for  a  soldier/ 

The  soldier,  taking  the  goUet  from   hk» 
friend,  with  n^ich  awe  ferTontly  cried  out, 

*  It  is  ^ot  so  much  our  liberties  as  our  religion 
that  would  auffisr  by  such  a  change  $  ay,  our 
religion,  my  lads.  May  the  devil  sink  me  into 
flaxnef  <suc^  was  the  solemnity  of  his  abjura* 
tjon  J  if  the  French  should  come  over,  but  our 
T^igioQ  would  be  utterly  undone.*  So  sayingi 
instead  of  a  libation,  be  applied  the  goblet  to 
hie  lips,  and  confirmed  his  stttiments  wi(b  a 
fMemony  of  the  most  persei^ering  devotion* 
.  In  short,  every  man  here  pretends  to  be  a 
politician ;  even  the  fair  sex  are  aometioies 
found  to  mix  the  severity  of  nationel  a|terca-f 
(ton  with  the.  blandiahments  of  love,  and  often 
become  eoniiuerors  by  rwre  weapons  of  de« 
atruetion  than  their  eyes. 

.  Thin  juniversal  passion  for  politics  is  gra« 
lifted  by  daily  ga^tes,  as  with  us  at  CUna. 
But  as  in  ours  the  emperor  endeavours  to  in** 
struct  his  people,  ii|  dmrs  the  people  endea- 
vour to  insftruQt  the  administration.  You 
mnst  not^  howevet,  imagine^  that  they  who 
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compile  th^e  {>lipe«^  ii^ie  Arif  BCttial  know- 
ledge of  the  pditii^fi,  (dr  the  gbvef ntnetit  of  a 
istate ;  they  bwly  collect  their  materials  froih 
the  Oracle  of  .^orafe  coflec^-hoiise ;  which  oracle 
has  hinaself  gathered  them  the  higfat  before 
from  a  beau  at  a  gaknrng  table,  who  has  ptUaged 
his  knowledge  from  a  great  raan^s  porter,  who 
has  had  his  mformai^ioii  from  tb^  great  man's 
gentleman,  who  has^  inTemted  the 'whole  story 
for  his  own  amusehient  the  night  preceding. 

Thie  English  in  gelielfal  •  seem  fonder  of 
gaining  the  esteem  than  the  lOTe  of  those  they 
converse  with  ;  this  gires  a  formality  to  tl^ir 
amusements  ;  their  gayest  con verst^tions  have 
something  too  wise  for  innocent  relaxation  ; 
though  in  cbmpaily  yoti  are  seldforii  disg'nsted 
wiih  the  absurdity  of  a  fodl^  y  ou  are  seld  omlif tcid 
into  rapture  by  thosis  strokes  of  Vivacity  which 
give  inistant,  though  not  permanent^  pleasure. 

What  they  want,'howevery  in  gaiety,"  they 
make  up  in  politeness^  Ytftx  smile  at  hearing 
me  praise  the  English  for  their  politeness  ; 
you  who  have  heard'  v0ry  different  accounts 
Irom  the  missionaries  at  Pekin,  who  have 
seen  such  a  differen«l  beha:vioiir  in  tfceti^  mer- 
chants and  seamen  at  home.  But  I  mu^t  ^ill 
repeat  it,  the  English  seem  nsore  po^lke  thaii 
any  of  theit  neighfodtirs  ^'i;hetr  great  art  in 
thi^  respect  lies  in  endeavouHng,  Whll^  they 
oblige;  to  lessen  th^fbr^^  of  the  favour.  Otter 
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countries  are  foQ<  of  obVi^QKIL  stranger ;  but 
seem  desirous  that  he  should  be  sensible  of  the 
obligation.  The  Eiiglish  confer  their  kindness 
with  an  appearance  of  indifference,  and  gtTe 
away  benefits  with  an  air  as  if  they  despised 
them. 

Walking  a  few  days  ago  between  an  Eng- 
lish Md^a  Frendunan  into  the  Mibw^bs  of  the 
city,  ^we.  w^e.  overtak^B  by  a  hea^y  shower 
•f.rAiii.;  I' waa^wiprapiured;  but  they  hftd 
esjch.largf^  coatsyjrjbioh  defended  them  froof 
what  seemed  t»  be  a  p^ectinuAdalion.  The 
Englisbman  scieingime  shrwk  froni,  the  wea* 
ther,  aocoated'  me  .t)wis>;  *  Psha,  ntttU)  whttt 
deBt  sbiriiikk  «t  ?  hereytokie.this^oaajt;  I  donH 
WttKt  it;  I  find itmp.w^y; useful  to  pne ;  I  .bad 
as  Vef  .bye  j^i thout  it.,*  Th^  Frenchman  begm 
to  nkntW :  bjs  ppUitenens  ini :  turn*  ^  My .  defiv 
friend^'  cries  bei  *  why.  WjWt  you  oblige  m0 
by  makkig  use  of  ,my  epat  ?  ypu  .spe  bow  well 
it,  defends  .ni^,.from  d^e.r^lar  I.sho^l4  npt 
chipoaeto  part  with  it.  to  .others,  but  tp  such  ^ 
friend,  aajpM  Icoulcl.eFen  part  with,. ray  skin 
to  do  hm  servipe.' I  .       ^ 

.JRr<ww  sufth  minute  in9tapccii?. as  theee,,no|GWt 
r^pyprend  ]Kum  Qoi^q,  I am.spnsible.your  sa*** 
SajQity^ii^U  cpl^pet  i^triictipp.  The  Tolume 
of  iiatf^ire.is  the  bpokpf;  knowle<i^^ ;  and  h^ 
becpmps  ^most:wMi|e  who  mitkei^.  the  most  ju- 
dicipUs  seleptM^n*  ..  FarewpU.   .    • 
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rftcteiistic  of  the  mannen  of  different  countries. 


paction  of  tMi^natbn  fdFrpolHios;  An  Bttglish- 
iBftB  trot  satiefidlf  wMi  fwdifigy  b^  hiir  owi» 
ftfovpmty^  llid  Miitaiidiiig  p9it«r&r  &t  EufojMr 
]^itci()ep)y  balttaiO0d>  de«i]ie«  ^m  to  kntm  ihm 
precise  Yatoe  of  ^>r(t#y  m^iirht  in  rtlb«#  soid^ 
To'gribtitfy  ^is  t?Urk>ttliy,  a  lettf  ^f  polktenl 

tea :  ivhefi  our  polittckm  haH  foaftt^^  tf^n 
thiiSf  he  r^]^d  i6  a  ooffee-bu^Mev  hk  ^de#  f« 
fuuiiDlLte  upon  What  he  li^  reaij,  attd  itkMa^ 
hk  eollecrtic^ii ;  ft%M' tttddtee  he  |>roeeeds  «d  th^ 
ordinary,  ifiqtfires  whftt  iiew»^  aiid,  l^easurin^ 

up  etisry  ac^ubition  lliei^v  h^^^s  t^^t  ^H 
the  evetiiirg  ia  qtVeM  of  more,  9fid  eareMly 
add%  i« to  the reirt.  '  Thus  a( iHghthe  i^tSrea 
home,  full  of  the  important  adticed  of  tile  day'. 
When,  lo !  awakiiijg'  ne^  m^t^ihafrng^  he  i^ds 
the  inntructronsr  of  yesterday*^  eolleethin  of 
absurdity  or  palpable  ftdsehood.  Thit^  Otte 
Would  thiak,  a  mortifying  re]^ise  ih' the  pur-^ 
8uitt>f  wisdom ;  yet  our  poUtieitm,  no  way 
discouraged,  buiits  on,  in  olrder  to  coHect 
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aammt  !6P  tike  wosia  s« 

frefthmateriak^aiidiii  6)pder  to  be  again  dis- 
appointed. 

X  have  bftdn  ^admired  the  conimer^ia)  spirit 
jfvhicli  preyails  o^er^  Europe  ;  have  heen  sar- 
pti^ed  %0  see  tlieiia  carry  on  a  traffic  with  pro.- 
du^tions  that  an  Asiatic  stranger  would  deem 
entirely  useteas.  ,It  is  aproTerb  in  China, 
.that  ao  Eumpean 'SUffere  not  even  .his  spittle 
to  be  tost;<<th6  ^maxisp,  howeirer,  is  not  suf- 
£oi«itly  strong;,  sin/ce  they  sell  even  ^heir 
lies  to.  great  advaiitiige.  Every  naution  drives 
A  eonaiderable  trade  in  this  commodity  with 
their  neighbours.  \      * 

.  An  E^ghsh  dealer  in  this  way^  for,  instance, 
has  only  to  aaeeod  to  his  workhouse,  and  ma- 
ttufaetiire  a  turbulent  speech,  averred  to  be 
spoken  in  the  senate  ;  or  a  report  apposed  to 
be  dropped  ai  court;  a  piece  of  scandal  that 
strikes  at  a  popular  mandarine ;  or  a  secret 
treaty  betwe^  two  neighbouring  powers. 
When  finished,  these  goods  «re  baled  up,  and 
consigned  to  a  factor  abroad,  who*  i^^nds  in  re^ 
turn  two  biEttles,  4hree  sieges,  ^nd  a  shrewd 

letter  filled  with  dashes  ^^ ^  blanks 

and  stars  *♦**  of  great  importance. 

Thtt»,  yottr  pSrceive,  that  a  single  gazette  is 

the  joint  manufacture  of  Europe ;    and  he 

who  would  peruse  it  with  a  }ihilosq[»hical  eye 

might  perceiye  in  every  paragraph  something 

eharaetedBtic  of  the  naAidn  td  whidk  it  belongs. 
Vol.  I.  D 
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A  mftp  does'  n(»t  ekMliil  a  more  distinct  vieiir 
of  the  boundaries  and  situation  of  every  oomi- 
try 9  than  its  ne^ws  does  a  picture  '^f  the  genius 
and  the  morals  Of  its  intetbitants^  The  Btt- 
pertiiition  and  ^txmeoM  deiicacy  <)f  Italy, 
the  formality  t>f  Spain,  the  craelty  of  P<drttt^ 
^al,  the  fears  ^f  Auistria,  the  ^^nfideoee  of 
Prussia,  the  levity  of  Fraiiee,  the  aT^uriee  of 
fiolland,  the  pride  of  England,  the  absudUty 
of  Ireland,  and  the  nati^>nal  partiidity  of  Scot*- 
land,  are  all  oonsptcuoM  in  every  pag^. 

But,  perhaps,  you  teay  find  foore  satisfac*- 
tion  in  a  real  newspaper,  than  m  my  desctip^ 
tion  of  one;  I  therefore  s^dd  a  specimen, 
which  may  serve  to  exhibit  the  manner  of  their 
being  written,  and  distinguish  the  characters 
of  the  various  natiens  wMch  «te  united  in  ils 
composition. 

NxptEs.  W0  have  lately  dug  up  her©  a 
<;ations  EMaiiscan  monument,  broke  in  two  in 
%he  raising.  The  chairacters  Bve  scarce  visi- 
Ue ;  but  Lugosi,  the  learned  antiquary,  sup^- 
^oses  it  to  have  been  erected  m  honosrnf 
Picus,  a  Latin  icings,  as  one  of  Hhe  lines  may 
be  plainly  distingnii^d  to  liegin  with  a  P^ 
St  is  ifoped  this  discovery  will  produce  some-* 
thing  valuable,  as  ttie  literaJti  tof  lour  twdve 
academies  are  deeply  engaged  in  tJie  idis^i^ 
nitioti* 
Pisa.    Siwla  I^her  Fudgi^  priOT  «f  Bt 


Gilbort'f,  i»s  g9M  4o.fwd«  fit  Ronvt  U9 
miB^e9  li^^m  l^^en  performed  at  the  pliriiie  ^ 
St  Gilbert ;  the  devoat  begin  to  grow  uneasy^ 
9mA  some  begin  actoallj  to  fear  that  St*  Oil« 
bert  ham  fbiwhea  them  vith  the  r^^eread 
father. 

I^cpA«  The  adifrinistrators  ol  our  wtew 
TepilUici  ha^e  firequisat  qonferebqes  upon  tbe 
part  they  shall  take  in  the  present  comp^oUpps 
of  £urope.  Some  are  for  sending  a  bedy  of 
their  troops,  consisting  of  one  compeny  of 
foot,  and  six  heraemen,  to  make  a  diTersion 
in  favour  of  the  wipress  queen  ^  othera  are 
ea  stt^uons  asserters  of  the  Praspian  inter** 
eet :  ifhat  turn  theae  d^ate^  m^y  take,  time 
only  can  diecoyer-.  Howevert  cert)^n  i%  i^, 
wo  ahull  be  able  to  bring  into  thfijeldi  at  lha 
opening  of  the  next  campaign^  seveaty-&ve 
eimed  men,  a  commander-in-chiel^  ai^^d  two 
drimmera  of  great  experience* 

Spain.    Yesterday  the  new  king  show^ 

hi^uaelf  to  im  suhjects,  and,  after  haTuig 
stayed  half  an  hour  in  bis  bi^ony,  retired  to 
Ih^Toyal  apartmwt*  The  night  concluded 
on  this  extraordinary  oeceaion  with  iUumiea* 
ti^ns^  and  uth^  demo^atfratipna  of  jpy. 

The  i|ueen  is  more  beautiful  tb^  the  rising 
sun,  end  reakwed  one  oif  the  .first  ij^tfi  in 
Europe :  she  had  a  glorious  oj^ortunilty  of 

diiplfkyiBC  the  iwdwess  of  hec  jipyeutiaoi  |tud 


lier  skill  ia  refmrtee,  lately  nt  cdurl.  The 
duke  dtlierma,  coming  up  to  lier'^  with  a  low 
bow  and  a  smile,  and'  pf esent^g^  a^  n^sefgay 
set  with  diamonds/'  Madatn/  cries  he/^T  am 
yonr  most  obedient  humble  servant.'  *  Oh, 
sir/  replies  the  queen,  without  any  prompter^ 
or  the  least  h^itatioh, '  I'mVe^y  proud  of  the 
very  great  honour  yo^  do  me.'  Upon  whicb 
she  made  a  low  curtsey,  and  all  the  eourtierd 
£el1  a  laughing  at  the  readiness  ^nd  thesmart-^ 
ness  of  her  reply. 

Lisbon.  Yesterday  we  had  an  au^&defei 
at  which  were  burned  three  young  wottien  ac^ 
cused  of  herei^y,  ond^  of  thein  of  et!quisil«i 
beaiity ;  two  Jews^  and  an  old  Woman  con-' 
victed  of  being  a  witch :  one  of  tbie  friai'sy 
who  attended  this  last,  reports,  that  he  saw 
the  devil  fly  oiit  of  her  at  the  Stake  in  the  shap€f 
of  a  flame  of  fire.  The  populace  b^hiived  o« 
this  occasion  with  greitt  good  humbuir^'j^y, 
and  sincere  devotion. 

Our  merciful  sbverdgn  has  b<^en'fo^  seme 
time  past  recovered  of  Ins  flight :  though  so 
atrocious  ah  attempt  deserved  to  ^exterminate 
half  'the  nation,  yet  he  has  b<ien  i^raciously 
pleased  ta  spate  the  liveis/tyf  his  subj tots  y*  and 
not  abb  ye  fivef  hundred' Wveb^^n  brdk^  upon 
the  Wheel,  or  otherwise  ejiteoutedy  upon  this 
horrid  occaslot.  '  ^ 

Vrti^NA.    We  have teilfeiVed  certain  stdtiees 
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tint  a  ptrty  of  ivwly  IkoniMd.  Am4ri»»6^ 
Intiiiir  attedud  m  mach  wKfeuot  bady  4if 
Pntsaiaat)  put  ihani  all  to  fligUy  and  took  tht 
rest  prisoners  of  war. 

.  BasuH.  Wa  have  reoMrod  certain  adtkes 
Oat  a  party  of  twienty  tbousaaA  nnissiao0» 
having  attadud  a  mwAk  supomr  body  of 
Aaatrianoy  put  tiMiato  fligkt,  a«d  took  a  great 
aundMa  of  prisa— m»  aith  tlmr  awHtary. « heot^ 
oanaDa^  and  hagftga* 

ThoagllvalMnraaatanoQoedodtlasoaaqpaiga 
te  eat  wIbWb,  yet,  arhen  we  tUak  of  him  who 
commanded  us,  we  rest  in  security  :  while  wa 
flloep^oar  Ungis  waldiial  for  anr  safety  • 

.  P4ais«  We  olttll  saoa  stitka  a  sigtial  UoiK 
<Wa  kaaa  soTontMa  flat*Aot<omfd  boats  at 
HaTTt.  The  people  we  in  eaMUoat  spiftis, 
and  our  ministers  make  no  difltoulty  in  raising 
the  sapflies.  * 

We  are  aH  undone;  the  people  are  dlseoa*- 
jMted  to  the  last  degree;  themiaiiters  are 
obliged  to  have  recourae  to  the  most  rigorous 
methods  to  raise  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

Our  distresses  are  great ;  but  madam  Pom* 
,  padour  continues  to  supply  our  king«  who  is 
now  growing  old,  with  a  fresh  lady  every 
aight.  His  health,  thank  heaven,  is  still 
pretty  well;  nor  is  he  in  the  least  unfit,  as 
was  reported,  for  any  kind  of  royal  axerdta- 
tion.    He  was  so  frightened  at  the  afiair  of 
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IHmi^f  ihkt  bin  pbysimns  lirereippKheii-* 
siye  lest  liis  reason  should  <  suflfo^  bat  ifchftt 
"wirietch'is  torim^es  4soon  composed,  the  kmgljr 
terrors  of  his  breast.  ■  r^<: 

Eholanb;  Wanted  annsher  to  anacadciAiy. 
N.  B.  HA  mast  be  able  to ! read/  df ess  hail-; 
and  mudt  haire  bad  the^  small  pex«         *  .i '  i .  ^  ; 

Dublin.  We  -b^ar  UMLt  tttereas  wheaevd'^ 
l^it  subscription  ^n  '•  foot  among  thiei^  nubilitgf 
and  gentry  of  this  country^:  ivho  are  great 
patrons  of  merits  in  ^rderta  assist  IBftaek  and 
AH  Black,  in  bis  contest  with  the  JRaddeireii 
mare^    .•   .  /  ■         :■■.■, 

We  Ji^ar jfrem  QermaAy'  that  Prince  i^M^ 
dinand  has  gained  a^cottij^e  victory,  ind 
taken  twelre  ket^-dlrunia^  fire  standaidv, 
and  four  waggons  of  ammuniiipn,  prisoners  of 
war.  ■  ^ '  ;  ■  .  .<•  .  «.  ,.; 

EoiNBWH.  We  are  positiye  when  we  saiy 
that  Saunders  Bi'Gregor,  who  wiaslaidy  ex- 
ecuted for  horse-^stealing,  is  not'atSooitdhiiiA% 
but  b<^m  in  CarrickferguB.    Farewell. 

.  '  ■         .  ■       ■         ■      ■    '■      }'..■■■>■■■  ,\ '  > 
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LETTER  VI. 

J^nm  jffodmyjirst president  of  the  Ceremonial 
Academy  at  Pekin^  to  Lien  Chi  Altangi^ 
the  discontented  wanderer ;  by  the  way  of 
Moscow. 


Ifoppinest  Itet"  by 'te^liUi^  Alter  relineMent.   The  CUnese  plrf- 

losopber's  dia^aces. 


Whether  spefftng  on  the  flowery  banks  of 
the  riTer  Irtk)  or'  sealing  the  steepy  oioantkins 
of  Donohenoor ;  whether  traversing  the  McMsk 
deserts  of  Kobi,  or  giTifig  lessons  of  polite^ 
ness  to  the  savage  inhabitants  of  Earope ;  ft 
whatever  country^  whatever  climate,  and 
whatever  circmnstanoes,  all  hail !  Mtay  Tien, 
the  universal  soul,  take  you  under  his  pro<- 
teetioo,  and  inspire  you  with  a  superior  por^ 
tion  of  himself ! 

How  long,  Iny  friend,  shall  an  enthusiasm 
for  knowledge  continue  to  obstruct  your  hap^ 
piness,  and  t^ar  'yon  from  all  the  connexion^ 
ihat  make  'life  plea»lng )  How  long  will  yoti 
continue  to  rove  from  climate  to  climate,  eiir- 
(ded  by  thousands^  and  yet  without  a  friend, 
Reeling  ^all  the  jnooAvenienoes  of  a  crowd,  and 
^  the  anitieties  of  being  alone  K 

I  kn^w  yott  reply,  that  the  refined  pleastii% 
nf  growing  .every  day  wiser,  is  a  sttAdent 
TOcompraae  ibr  «v%ry  ineoo^eDienee;    I  know 
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you  will  talk  jcif  the  Tiilj^ur  satisfaction  of 
soliciting  happiness  from  sensual  enjoyment 
only  ;  and  probably  enlarge  upon  the  exqui^ 
site  raptures  of  sentimental  bliss.  Yet^be- 
Kere  me,  friend,  you  are  deceiTcd ;  all  our 
pleasures,  though  seemingly  neyer  so  remote 
from  sense,  derive  their  origin  from  aome  aum 
of  the  senses.  The  most  exquisite  demonstra- 
tion in  mathematics,  or  the  most  pleasing  dis<- 
quiaHien  ui  metaphysics,  if  tl  does  ntt  uhi- 
ao^tely  tead  to  iDcrease  some  senaval  satiafiii^* 
tton^is  delightful  only  to  fools,  or  to  men  wlio 
have  by  long  hkbit  contracted  a  false  td«it  of 
pleasure ;  and  he  who  separatoa  sensucd  an4 
SMtimcwtal  ei^oymenls,  seeking  happiiB^e^ 
from  wind  al0te^  is  in  friot  as  ^i^etehM  m  $k^ 
naked  inhabitant  of  the  forest,  wb4  places  s^ 
^appin^efis  in  the  ftost^  vegardlesB  «f  Uie  iattei^. 
There  are  two  extremes  in  thla  vecipect ;  tip^ 
aovage,  who  Bit alfo^s^  d#|¥n  the  dmnght  of 
pleasure  withcut  steyiA^  to  re4eet  on.  bif 
happiness ;  aid  the  aiige  mh^  pasaetii  ;tfaa  ^op 
,whil^  he  reflects  on  ^  cttawenieneei  0i  diink^ 

-ipg..  •     .  .  ) 

It  is  with  em  heart  Mi  i^  8«m«r,  m^f  dtftr 
AHangi^  that  [  vnmt  infiNsm  yoiBi  4hat  irhsft 
the  world ci41s  happinesil  muatnow he  Toms 
i|o  knf  er«  Our  great;  emperot -s  displea^lure 
^^at  your  leaTing  Ghin|^€ontfary  toitliQtuks 
/9i^^f  govemtowtt  and  ibeinitti6ttQc|al  (»»► 


CtT!29ift  CAP  TfflS  WiMULI>.'  S^ 


torn  of  tbe  eftipire,  hoB  pt0dueed  the  most  ter* 
rible  effects.  Your  wife,  daug^hter,>nd  the 
rest  of  your  family,  haye  been  seized  by  Hii^ 
order,  and  appropriated  to  his  use ;  all,  ex« 
cept  your  son,  are  now  the  peculiar  property 
of  him  who  possesses  all;  him  I  ha^e  hidden 
from  the  officers  employed  for  this  purpose  \ 
and  even  at  the  hazard  of  my  life  I  have  con-^ 
cealed  him.  The  youth  seems  obstinately 
bent  on  findings  you  out,  Whereyer  you  are ; 
he  is  determined  to  faee  every  danger  that 
Opposes'his  pursuit.  Though  yet  but  fifteen, 
all  his  father's  virtues  and  obstinacy  sparkle 
fai  tik  eyiBS)  and  mark  Mm  M  ono  destined  to 
no  tmediocrity  of  fortune. 
-'  Y'ou'see,  my  Nearest  friend,  wfeatMap^u* 
dence  has  brought  thee  to ;  from  opulence,  '4 
tidnder  family,  surrounding  friends,  ttnd  your 
master's  esteem,  it  has  reduced  thee  to  want,* 
pers/e^iltton,  ^nd,  still  worse,  to  o«r  mighty 
monarch's  displeasure.  Want  of  prud^eeis 
loo  frequeiAtly  the  want  of  virtue ;  noris  there 
dn  <^tb  a  more  powerful  advocate  for  vico 
than-  poverty.  As  I  shall  endeavour  to  guarii 
thee  ir#m  the  onej  ^o  guard  'thyself  from'  the 
other  9  and  still  timk  of  me  with  afiectionand 
efteetti.    FaMwell; 


I  •< 


". 
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LETTER  Vil. 

From  Lien  Chi  Altanjfij  to  Fum  JHoamyJirat 
president  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
Pekin,  in  China, 


'  * 


The  fie  of  wisdom  only  to  make  us  bappy^    The  benefits  of  Ira* 
vflUof  «poii  tlieaM»n}iiof  a^^hUof(fpk^.  <,> 


The  Editor  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  reader^  that  the 
greatest  part  of  wt  foUoWitig  letter  •eens  to  tiini  to  b« 
attle  morethaa  a  rhapsody  of  senteocios  borrowed  A'con 

'  Confucius,  the  Chinese  phflosojpher. 

A  miMBy  a  daughter^  carried  inta  ca^^iily  to 
expiate  my  offence ;  a  «oQ  scarce  yet  am^ecl 
aiwaterity,  irejsolvlDg  taei^i^untfer  eyery^aa- 
ger  m  tbe  pious  pursuit  of  oBe  who  haa  uu-* 
daiie  hiiu^  these  indee4  are  eircumstaiHsen  of 
distress:  though  my  teara  were  more  prpoious 
than  the  gems  of  GQlc^uda,  yfi  would  they 
iall  upon  such  an  oocasion. 

]^t  I  submit  to  tbe:Strx>k^  of  heaveuv  I 
hold  tll^  Tolume  of  CwfMcius  4u  my  haiid> 
aady  as  I  read^  grow  humble^  and  ps^ieut^  aud 
wise.  W^  should  feel  sorrew^  says:  he*  hut 
a<Kt  amk  under  its  oppresmis ;  the  heart  of  a 
wise  man  should  resemble  a  mirf or^  whi^ 
reflects  eyery  object  without  being  sullied  by 
any.  The  wheel  of  fortune  turns  incessantly 
round  i;  and  who  can  say  within,  himself,  I 


cmaoM  or  t&e  w^wlo.  M 

vhaU  to-day  he  vppennost  ?  We  sliofild  liold 
the  immQtaUe  mean  that  lies  belweea  iasen- 
eibilHy  aad  anguish ;  oar  attempts  should  ttot 
be  t(^  extiajguish  nature,  but  to  repfess  it ;  not 
to  stand  unnoted  at  ^distress,  but  eiideaTomr 
to  imrn  e^ery  disaster  to  our  own  advantage. 
Our  greatest  glory  is,  not  in  neyer  falliug, 
but  ID  rising  every  time  we  fall. 

I  fancy  myself  at  priesent,  O  thou  reverend 
disciple  of  Tao,  more  than  a  natch  for  all  that 
can  happen  ;  the  chief  business  of  my  life  has 
heen  to  procure  wisdom,  and  the  chief  object 
of  that  wis^m  was  to  be  happy.  My  attend- 
a»ce  on  your  lectures,  my  coofierences  with 
tlie  missioBaries  of  JBupope,  and  all  my  subse^ 
queut  adventures  upon  quitting  Chiua,  were 
calculated  to  increase  the  sphere  of  my  happi- 
ness, not  nry  ourvosity«  Liet  EUiropeaa  tra* 
'peUers  cross  seas  and  iieserts  oierdy  to  mea« 
Mire  the  height  nf  a  mountain,  to  describe  the 
cataract  of  a  river,  or  tell  the  commodities 
whidi  every  country  may  produce ;  merchants 
or  geographers,  perhaps,  may  find  profit  by  ' 
sncii  discoveries;  but  What  advantage  can 
aoorue  to  a  philosopher  from  ouch  accounts, 
wAu>  is  desirous  of  fudderstanding  the  human 
bieart,  who  desires  to  discover  those  difier* 
eooes  whidh  (result  from  climate,  relig^n,  edu<- 
oslion,  prejudice,  and  partiality  ? 

I  riwuld  Annh  ny  time  very  ill  bestowed^ 
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.were.the  only  fruits  of  my  adyenturiS:  tOj  coii'- 
sist  10  being  able  to  tell,  that  a  tra^e^ipaii  of 
liondon  lives  in  an  house  three  times  as  high 
as  that  of  our  great  emperor.  That  the  ladies 
ivear  longer  clothes  than  the  men ,  that  the 
.priests  are  dressed  in  colours  which  we  lure 
taught  to  detest,  and  that  their  soldiers  wear 
scarlet,  which  is  with  us  the  symbol  of  peace 
and  innocence.  How  many  trayellers  are 
there,  who  confine  their  relations  to  such  n^i- 
nute  and  useless  particulars  !  fpr  one  whp 
:enters  intp  the  genius  of  those  nations  ^with 
whom  be  has.  conversed,  who  discloses  their 
morals,  their  opinions,  the  ideas  which  they 
entertain  of  religious  worship,  the  intrigueiB 
9f  their  ministers,  and  their  ^kjUl  in  sciences ; 
there  are  twenty,  who  only  mention  some  idle 
particulars,  which  can  be  of  no  real  use  to  a 
true.philosopher.  All  their  remarks  tend  nei^ 
ther  to  make  themselves  nor  others  more  hap* 
py ;  they  no  way  contribute  to  control  their 
passions,. to  bear  adversity,  to  inspire  true  vir^^ 
tue,  or  raise  a  detestation  of  vice. 

Men  may  be  very  learned,  and  yet  very 
miserable  ;  it  is  easy  to  be  a  deep  geometrician, 
or  a  sublime  astronomer,  but  very  difficult  to 
be  a  good  man.  I  este^n,  therefore,  the  trat 
veller  who  instructs  the  heart,  but  despise  him 
who  only  indulges  the  imagination ;  a  man 
who  leaves  home  to  mend  himself  and  others, 
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is  a  {l^lpBqpber ;  but  he  who  goes  from^coun- 
try  to  couotry,  guided  by  the  blind  impulse  of 
curiosity,  is  only  a  vagabond*  From  Zer- 
dosht  down  to  him  of  Tyanea,  I  honour  all 
those  great  names  who  endeavoured  to  ijnite 
the  world  by  their  travels ;  such  men  grew 
wiser  as  well  as  better  the  further  they  de* 
parted  from  home,  and  seemed  like  rivers, 
ivhose  streams  are  not  only  increased,  but  re* 
fined,  as  they  travel  from  thdr  source^ 

For  my  own  part,  my  greatest  glory  is,  that 
travelling  has  not  more  steeled  my  constitu* 
tion  against  all  the  vicissitudes  of  climate, 
and  all  the  depressions  of  fatigue,  than  it  has 
my  miud  against  the  a^c^depts  of  fortune,  or 
the  accesses  of  despair*    Fajrewell. 


LETTER  VIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


»    "MIMO 


The  ChineM  deceWed  hy  a  prostttitte,  Imttm  SkrMti  o^  Londoa^ 


_    • 

How  insupportable !  oh  thou  possessor  of  hea- 
venly wisdom,  would  be  this  separation,  this 
immeasurable  distance  from  my  friend,  were 
I  not  able  thus  to  delineate  my  heart  upon 
paper,  and  to  send  thee  daily  a  map  of  my  mind ! 


VOL.   h  E 
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I  am  every  day  better  reconciled  to  the 
people  among  whom  I  reside,  and  begin  td 
fancy,  that  in  time  I  shall  find  them  more  opu- 
lent, more  charitable,  and  more  hospitable  ~ 
than  I  at  first  imagined.  I  begin  to  learn 
somewhat  of  their  manners  and  customs,  and 
to  see  reasons  for  several  deviations  which 
they  make  from  us,  from  whom  all  other  na- 
tions derive  their  politeness,  as  well  as  their 
original. 

In  spite  of  taste,  in  spite  of  prejudice,  I 
now  begin  to  think  their  women  tolerable  ;  I 
can  now  look  on  a  languishing  blue  eye  with- 
out disgust,  and  pardon  a  set  of  teeth,  even 
though  whiter  llian  ivory.'  I  now  begin  to 
fancy  there  is  no  universal^standard  for  beauty. 
The  truth  is,  the  manners  of  the  ladies  in  this 
city  are  so  very  open,  and  so  vastly  engaging, 
that  I  am  inclined  to  pass  over  the  more  glaring 
defects  of  their  persons,  since  compensated  by 
the  more  solid,  yet  latent  beauties  of  the  mind ; 
what  though  they  want  black  teeth,  or  are 
<ieprived  of  the  allurements  of  feet  no  bigger 
than  their  thumbs,  yet  still  they  have  souls, 
my  friend  ;  such  souls,  so  free,  so  pressing, 
so  hospitable,  and  so  engaging — I  have  re- 
ceived more  invitations' in  the  streets  of  Lon^ 
don  from  the  sex  in  one  night,  than  I  have 
met  with  at  Pekin  in  twelve  revolutions  of  the 
moon. 
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Every  evening,  as  I  retorn  home  from  my 
usual^olitary  excursions,  I  ^am  met  by  several 
of  those  weU-disposed  daaght^s  of  hospita* 
lity,  at  different  times,  ieind  in  different  streets, 
richly  dressed,  and  with  minds  not  less  noble 
than  their  appearance.  You  know  that  nature 
has  indulged  me  with  a  person  by  no  means 
agreeable  ^  yet  they  are  too  generous  to  ob- 
ject to  my  homely  appeasratnce ;  they  feel  no 
repugnance  at  my  broad  face  and  flat  nose  ; 
.  they  perceive  me  to  be  a  stranger,  and  that 
alone  is  a  sufficient  recommendation.  They 
even  seem  to  think  it  their  duty  to  do  the 
honours  of  the  country  by  every  act  of  com- 
plaisance in  their  power.  One  takes  me  un- 
der the  arm,  and  in  a  manner  forces  me  along; 
another  catches  me  round  the  neck,  and  de- 
sires to  partake  in  thi^  office  of  hospitality ; 
while  a  third,  kinder  still,  invites  me  to  refresh 
my  spirits  with  wine.  Wine  is  ii\  England 
reserved  only  for  the  rich ;  yet  here  even  wine 
is  given  away  to  the  stranger  ! 

A  few  nights  ago,  one  of  these  generous 
creatures,  dressed  all  in  white,  and  flaunting 
like  a  meteor  by  my  side,  forcibly  attended  roe 
home  to  my  own  apartment.  She  seemed 
charmed  with  the  elegance  of  the  furniture, 
and  the  convenience  of  my  situation :  ai^d 
well  indeed  she  might,  for  I  have  hired  an 

apartment  for  not  less  than  two  shillings  of 
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their  money  every  Vreek.  But  her  crvility  did 
not  rest  here;  for  at  parting,  being  desirous 
to  know  the  hour,  and  perceiving  my  watch 
out  of  order,  she  kindly  took  it  to  be  repaired 
by  a  relation  of  her  oWn,  which  you  may  well 
imagine  will  save  some  expense :  and  she  as- 
sures me  that  it  will  cOst  her  nothing.  I  shall 
have  it  back  in  a  feXy  days,  when  mended,  and 
am  preparing  a  pro^r  speech,  expressive  of 
my  gratitude  on  the  occasion :  ^^  Celestial  ex-> 
cellenee,"  I  intend  to  say,  **  happy  I  am  in 
having  found  out,  after  many  painful  adVen-^ 
tures,  a  land  of  innocence  and  a  people  of  hu^' 
manity :  I  tnay  rote  into  oth^r  climes,  and 
converse  with  nations  yet  unknown,  but  where 
dhall  I  meet  a  soul  of  such  purity  as  that 
which  resides  in  thy  breast !  Sure  thou  hast 
been  nurtured  by  the  bill  of  the  Shin  Shin, 
or  sucked  the  breasts  of  the  provident  Gin 
Hiung.  The  melody  of  thy  Voice  could  rob 
the  Chong  Fou  of  her  whelps,  or  inveigle  the 
Boh  that  lives  in  the  midst  of  the  waters.  Thy 
Servant  shall  ever  retain  a  settse  of  thy  favours ; 
and  one  day  boast  of  tjiy  virtue,  sincerity,  and 
truth,  among  the  daughters  of  China."  Adieu. 
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LETTER  IX. 

TO  THE   SAME. 


■■ia««««i» 


The  lice»tiwritw  of  ite  Baidl*,  wHh  ngmA  to  wmmo.   ▲  cImm 

racter  cf  the  voman*!  nanu 


I  HATE  been  deeeived !  slie  whom  I  fancied  a 
daughter  of  Paradise  haa  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  in&mous  disoiples  of  Han  !  I  have  lost  a 
trifle,  I  have  gained  the.  consolation  of  having 
diseoTered  a  deceiver.  I  once  more,  there- 
fore,  relax  into  my  former  indifference  with 
regard  to  the  English  ladies  r.  they  once  mere 
begin  to  appear  di^sgseeable  in  my  eyes :  thna 
is  my  whole  time  passed  in  farming  coneln<» 
ttions  which  Uie  next  minute^^  experience  may 
probably  destrcry;  thA  pres^t^'knoment  be« 
comes  a  comment  on'  the  past^and  )  imptov^ 
rather  in  humility  than  wisd<»in* 

Their  laws  and  religion  forbid,  the  Eofglisii 
to  keep  more  than  one  woman ;  1  ther^ore 
fM^ncluded  that  prostitutes  were  banished  from 
IM)ciety  9  I,  was  deceived ;  every  man.  bei» 
keeps  as  many  wives  as  he  can  maintain :.  th^ 
laiys  are  cemented  with  blood,  prai<ied  aM 
disregarded*  The  very  Chinese^  whos^  reli- 
gion allows  him  two  wives,  takes  not  half  the 
liberties  of  the  English  in  this  pasticular. 
Their  laws  may  be  c^mmared.  tO'  the  hooks  9t 
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the  Sybils ;  thej^  i.rd  keld  in  g^eat  veneration, 
but  seldom  read,  or  seldomer  understood : 
even  those  who  pretend  to  be  their  guardians, 
dispute  about  the  iBM»i»«^  of  many  of  them, 
and  dispute  their  igUcm^n^e  of  otheFJ^^  The 
law,  therefore,  which  commands  them  to  have 
but  one  wife,  is  strictly  observed  only  by  those 
for  whom  oBe  ib  more  than  sufficient,  or  by 
such  as  have  not  i^oiiey  to  buy  two.  As  for 
the  rest,  they  violate  it  publicly,  and  some 
glovy  in  its •  violation,  l^bey  seem  to'  think, 
Hke  the  Persians,  that  they  give  evident  fMrkis 
df  manhood  by  inci^easing  their  seraglio.  A 
mandarine,  tber^ore^  hiere  genially  kedps 
four  wives,  a  gentleman  three,  and-  a  stage* 
player  tw^«  As  for  the  magistrates,  the  eotttt-^ 
try  justices  and  squires,  they  are  employed 
first  in  debaVclking  yotiBg  virgins,  and  then 
^punishing  the  transgression.  « 

From  such  a  picture  yoii  will  be  apl  to  con* 
dude,  that  he  who  empl^yB  Ibur  ladies  for  his 
amusement,  has  four  times  as  much  cimstitu* 
tion  to  spare  as  he  who  is  coiltl^ted  with  o6e : 
thai  a  mandarine  is  much  cleverer  than  a  getL<^ 
tleman^  and  a  gentleman  than  a  player;  and 
yet  it  is  quite^the  revise ;  a  mandarine  is  fi^ 
queiitly  supported  on  spindle  shankisi,  ap* 
pears  emaciated  by  luxury,  and  is  obliged  ta 
have  recourse  to  variety,  m^ely  from  the 
weakness,  not  (he  vigour  of  his  constitutiouj, 
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the  stimber  «f  his  wives  bring  the  most  Equi- 
vocal sytDptem-  of  bis^  virilHy. 

BoBidei  aite  country  squire,  there  is  also 
another  set^of.  men,  whose  whole  ezpploynient 
consists  in  ooiirupting  beauty  ;  these  the  silly 
part  of  the  fair  sex  call  amiable ;  the  more 
sensible  part  of  them,  however,  give,  them  the 
title  of  abominable.  You  will  probably  de- 
mand what  are  the  talents  -of  a  man  thus  ea^ 
ressed  by  the  majority  of  the  opposite  sex : 
what  talents,  or  what  beauty  is  he  possessed 
of  superior  to  the  rest  of  his  fellows.  To  an- 
swer you  directly^  he  has  neither  talents  nor 
beauty  i  but  then  he  is  possessed  of  impudence 
and  assiduity.  With  assiduity  and  impu«> 
dence,  men  of  all  ag^,  and  aU  flgams,  may 
commence  admirers.  ^  I  have  even  been  told 
ef  some  who  mad0  professions  oPexpiring  for 
love,  when  all  the  world  could  perceive  ,they 
were  going  to  die  of  old  age ;  and)  what  is 
more  surprising  still,  such  batter^  lieaux  are 
generally  most  in&niously  sucoessful. 

A  fellow  of  this  kind  employs  three  hours 
every  morning  in  dressing  his- head,  by  wldch 
is  understood  only  his  hair. 

He  is  a  professed  admirer,  not  of  any  par- 
ticular lady,  but  of  the  whole  sex. 

He  is  to  suppose  every  la^dy  has  caught  cold 
every  night,  which  gives  him  an  opportunity 
of  calling  to  see  how  she  does  the  next  morning 
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He  is  upao  all  occasions  to  isli^w  himself  in 
very  great  pain  for  the  ladies  :  if  a  la4y  :4rop 
even  a  pin,  he  is  to  fly  in  order  to  present  it. 

He  neyer  speaks  to  a  lady  without  ad« 
Tancinghis  mouth  to  her  ear,  by  which  he 
frequently  addresses  more  senses  than  one. 

Upon  proper  occasions  he  looks  excessively 
tender.  This  is  performed  by  laying  his  hand 
upon  his  heart,  shutting  his  eyes,,  and  showing 
his  teetb» 

He  is  excessively  fond  of  dancing  ^  minuet 
with  the  ladies,  by  which  is  only  meant  walk*- 
ing  round  the  floor  eight  or  ten  times  with 
his  hat  on,  affecting  great  gravity,  and  somof* 
times  looking  tenderly  on  bis  partner. 

He  never  affronts  any  man  himself,  and  ne* 
ver  resents  an  affront  from  another. 

He  has  a#in1Einite  variety  of  small  talk  up<» 
on  all  Occasions,  and  laughs  nrhen  he  has 
nothing  more  to  say. 

Such  is  tlie  killing  creature  who  prostrates 
himself  to  the  sex  tiU  he  has  undone^  them  ; 
all  w^hose  submissions  are  the  eff^s  of  de* 
sign,  and  who  to  please  the  ladies  almost  be^ 
comes  himself  a  lady^. 
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LETTER  X. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


The  journey  of  the  Chinese  trom  Pekin  to  Mobcov.    The  ctutoms 

of  the  Dauret. 


I  HAVE  hitherto  g^ven  you  no  account  of  my 
journey  from  China  to  Europe,  of  my  travels 
through  countries,  where  nature  sports  in 
primeval  rudeness,  where  she  pours  forth  her 
wonders  in  solitude ;  countries,  from  whence 
the  rigorous,  climate,  the  sweeping  inunda- 
tion, the  drifted  desert,  the  howling  forest, 
and  mountains  of  immeasurable  height,  banish 
the  husbandman^  and  spread  esitensiTe  deso* 
lation ;  countries  Where  the  brown  Tartar 
wanders  for  a  precarious  subsist^ce,  with  an 
heart  that  never  felt  pity,  himself  more  hide^ous 
than  the  wilderness  he  makes. 

You  will  easily  conceive  the  fatigue  of 
crossing  vast  tracts  of  land,  either  desolate  or 
still  more  dangerous  by  its  inhabitants.  Th^ 
retreat  of  men,  who  seem  driven  from  society, 
in  order  to  make  war  upon  all  the  human  race  ; 
nominally  professing  a  subjection  to  Muscoyy 
or  China,  but  without  any  resemblance  to  the 
countries  on  which  they  depend. 

After  I  had  crossed  the  great  wall,  the  first 
objects '  that  presented  themselves  were  the 
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remains  of  desolated  cities,  and  all  the  mag- 
nifieence  of  venerable  ruin.  There  were  to 
be  seen  temples  of  beautiful  structure,  statues 
wrought  by  the  hand  of  a  master,/and  around, 
a  country  of  luxuriant  plenty  ;  but  not  one 
single  inhabitant  to  reap  the  bounties  of  na- 
ture. These  were  prospects  that  might  hum- 
ble the  pride  of  kings,  and  repress  human 
vanity.  I  asked  my  guide  the  cause  of  such 
desolation.  These  countries^  says  he,  were 
once  the  dominions  of  a  Tartar  prince ;  and 
these  ruins  the  seat  of  arts^  elegance,  and  ease. 
This  prince  waged  an  unsuccessful  war  with 
one  of  the  emperors  of  China;  he  was  con- 
quered, his  cities  plundered,  and  all  his  suh- 
jects  carried  into  captivity.  Such  are  the 
effects  of  the  ambition  of  kings !  Ten  dervises, 
says  the  Indian  proverb,  shall  sleep  in  peace 
upon  a  single  carpet,  while  two  kings  shall 
quarrel,  though  they  have  kingdoms  to  divide 
them.  Sure,  my  friend,  the  cruelty  and  the 
pride  of  man  have  made  more  deserts  than 
nature  ever  made !  she  is  kind,  but  man  is 
ungrateful ! 

Proceeding  iq  my  journey  through  this 
pensive  &cene  of  desolated  beauty,  in  a  few 
days  I  arrived  among  the  Daures,  a  nation 
still  dependaqt  on  China.  Xaixigar  is  their 
principal  city,  which,  compared  with  those  of 
Europe,  scarcely  deserves  the  name.    The 
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goTernorS)  and  other  officers,  viho  are  sent 
yearly  from  Pekin,  abuse  their  authority,  and 
often  take  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  in- 
habitants to  themselves.     The  Daures,  ac- 
customed to  base  submission,  feel  no  resent- 
ment at  those  injuries,  or  stifle  what  they  feel. 
Custom  and  necessity  teach  even  barbarians 
the  same  art  of  dissimulation,  that  ambition 
and  intrigue  inspire  in  the  breasts  of  the  po- 
lite. Upon  beholding  such  unlicensed  stretches 
of  power,  alas,  thought  I,  how  little  does  our 
wise  and  good  emperor  know  of  these  intolerr 
able  exactions  !   these  provinces  are  too  dis- 
tant for  complaint,  and  too  insignificant  to 
expect  redress.   The  more  distant  the  govern- 
ment^ the  honester  should  be  the  governor  to 
whom  it  is  entrusted  ;  for  hope  of  impunity  is 
a  strong  inducement  to  violation. 

The  religion  of  the  Daures  is  more  absurd 
than  even  that  of  the  sectaries  of  Fohi.  How 
would  you  DC  surprised,  O  sage  disciple  and 
follower  of  Confucius !  you  who  believe  one 
eternal  intelligent  Cause  of  all,  should  you 
be  present  at  the  barbarous  ceremonies  of  this 
infatuated  people  !  How  would  you  deplore 
the  blindness  and  folly  o|  mankind.  His 
boasted  reason  seems  only  to  light  him 
astray,  and  brutal  instinct  more  regularly 
points  out  the  path  to  happiness.  Could  you 
think  it  ?  they  adore  a  wicked  divinity  ;  they 
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fear  him  and  they  worship  him ;  they  imag^ine 
him  a  malicious  heing,  ready  to  injure  and 
ready  to  be  appeased.  The  men  and  women 
assemble  at  midnight  in  a  hut,  which  served' 
for  a  temple.  A  juriegt  stretches  himself  on 
the  ground,  and  all  the  people  pour  forth  the 
most  horrid  cries,  while  drums  and  timbrels 
swell  the  infernal  concert.  After  this  disso- 
nance, miscalled  music,  has  continued  about 
two  hours,  the  priest  rises  from  the  ground, 
assumes  an  air  of  inspiration,  grows  big  with 
the  inspiring  daemon,  and  pretends  to  a  skill 
in  futurity* 

In  every  country,  my  friend,  the  bonzes^ 
the  hrachmans,  and  the  priests,  deceive  the 
people ;  all  reformations  begin  from  the  laity ; 
the  priests  point  us  out  the  way  to  heaven 
with  their  fingers,  but  stand  still  themselves, 
nor  seem  to  travel  towards  the  country  in 
view. 

The  customs  of  this  people  correspond  to 
their  religion  ;  they  keep  their  dead  for  three 
days  on  the  same  bed  where  the  person  died ; 
after  which  they  bury  him  in  a  grave  mode^ 
rately  deep>  but  with  the  head  still  uncovered. 
Here  for  several  days  they  present  him  differ- 
ent sorts  of  meats ;  which^  when  they  perceive  . 
he  does  not  consume ;  they  fill  up  the  grave, 
and  desist  from  desiring  him  to  eat  for  the 
future.    How>  how  can  mankind  be  guilty  of 
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such  strange. absurdity ;  to  intreat  a  dead 
body  already  putrid  to  partake  of  the  banquet ! 
Where,  I  again  repeat  it,  is  human  reason  ? 
not  only  some  men,  but  whole  nations,  seem 
divested  of  its  illumination. 

Here  we  obserre  a  whole  country  adoring  a 
divinity  through  fear^  and  attempting  to  feed 
the  dead.  These  are  their  most  serious  and 
most  religious  occupations ;  are  these  men 
rational,  or  are  not  the  apes  of  Borneo  more 

wise  ? 

Certain  I  am,  O  thou  idstructor  of  my 
youth!  that  without,  philoilophers,  without 
some' few  virtuous  men,  tvho  seem  to  be  of  a 
different:  nature  from  the  rest  of  mankind, 
without  such  as  these  the  w^r^hip  of  a  wicked 
divinity  would  siwrely  be  established  over  every 
part  of  the  earth.  Fear  guides  more  to  their 
duty  than  gratitude  :  for  one  man  who  is  vir- 
tuous from  the  love  of  virtue*  from  the  obliga- 
tion that  he  thinks,  he  lies  under  to  the  giver 
of  all,  there  are  ten  thousand  who  are  good 
only  from  the  apprehensions  of  punishment. 
Could  these  last  be  persuaded,  as  the  Epicu- 
reans were,  that  heaven  had  no  thunders  in 
store  for  the  villain,  they  would  no  longer 
continue  to  acknowledge  subordination,  or 
thank  that  Being  who  gate  them-  existence. 
Adieu. 

Vol.  I.     ..  .  r  *    . 
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LETTER  XI. 

TO   THE    SAME. 


The  benefits  of  InsEory,  ia  making  a  ipeople  more  wife  and  happy. 


From  sueh  a  picture  ef  nature  in  primeval 
simplicity,  tell  me,  m j  much  respected  friend, 
are  yon  in  love  with  fatigue  and  solitude^ 
Do  you  sigh  for  the  severe  frugality  of  the 
wandering  Tartair,  or  regret  being  bom 
amidst  the  luxury  and  dissimulation  of  the 
poHte  }  Rather  tell  me,  has  not  every  kind  of 
life  vices  peculiarly  its  own  ?  Is  it  not  a  truth, 
that  refined  countries  have  more  vioes,  but 
those  not  so  terrible ;  barbarous  nations  few, 
and  they  of  the  most  hideous  complexion  ? 
Perfidy  and  fraud  are  the  vices  ot  civilised 
nations,  credulity  and  violence  those  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  desert.  Does  the  luxury  of 
the  one  produce  half  the  evils  of  the  inhlima* 
nity  of  the  other  ?  Certainly  those  philoso* 
phers,  who  declaim  agpainst  luxury^  Jbave  but 
lit^  understood  its  benefits ;  th^y  seem  in* 
sensible,  that  to  luxury  we  owe  not  only  the 
greatest  part  of  our  knowledge,  but  even  of 
our  virtues. 

'  It  may  sound  fine  in  the  mouth  6f  a  de-*^ 
claimer  when  he  talks  of  subduing  our  appe« 
tites,  of  teaching  every  sense  to  be  content 
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with  a  bare  suffioieiioyy  aod  «£  sujpplying  only 
the  waats  of  nature ;  but  U  there  not  more 
satisfaction  in  indulging  those  appetites,  if 
with  innooenoe  and  safety,  than  in  restraining 
them  ?  ,Am  not  I  better  pleased  in  eigoyment, 
than  in  the  siilloi  satisfaction  of  thinking  that 
I  can  live  without  enjoyment  ?  The  more  va^ 
riotts  our  artificial  necessities,  the  wider  is  our 
circle  of  pleasure  ;  for  all  pleasure  consists  in 
obviating  necessities  as  they  rise;  luxury, 
therefore,  as  it  increases  our  wants,  increases 
our  capacity  for  happiness. 
<  Examine  the  history  of  aby  country  remark- 
able for  opulence  and  wisdom,  you  will  find 
they  would  never  have  been  trise  had  they  not 
been  first  luxurious  ;  yuu  will  fihd  poets,  phi- 
los^phers,  and  even  patriots,  marching  jn 
luxury's  train.  The  reason  is  obvious ;  we 
then  only  are  curious  after  knowledge  when 
we  fi^d  it  connected  with  sensual  happiness. 
The  senses  ever  point  out  the  way,  and  reflec- 
tion comments  upon  the  discovery.  Inform 
a  native  of  the  desert  of  Kobi,  of  the  exact 
measure  of  the. parallax  of  the  moon,  he  finds 
no  satisfaction  at  aU  in  the  information ;  he 
wonders  how  any  could  take  such  pains,  and 
lay  out  such  treasures,  in  order  to  solve  so ' 
useless  a  difficulty ;  but  connect  it  with  his 
h^ipiness,  by  shovring  that  it  improves  navi- 
gation, that  by  such  an  investigation  he  may 
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have  a  warmer  coat,  a  better  gun,  or  a  finer 
knife,  and  he  is  instantly  in  raptures  at  so 
great  an  improTeroent.  In  short,  we  only 
desire  to  know  what  we  desire  to  possess ; 
and  whatever  we  may  talk  against  it,  luxury 
adds  the  spur  to  curiosity,  and  gives  us  a  de- 
sire of  becoming  more  wise. 

But  not  our  knowledge  only,  but  our  virtues 
are  improved  by  luxury.  Observe  the  brown 
savage  of  Thibet,  to  whom  the  fruits  of  the 
spreading  pomegranate  supply  food,  and  its' 
branches  an  habitation.  Such  a  character  has 
few  vices,  I  grant,  but  those  he  has  are  of  the 
most  hideous  nature ;  rapine  and  cruelty  are 
scarcely  crimes  in  his  eye :  i^eidier  pity  nor 
tenderness,  which  ennoble  every  virtue,  have 
any  place  in  his  heart  |  he  hates  his  enemies, 
and  kiUs  those  he  subdues.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  polite  Chinese  and  civilized  Guro- 
pean  seem  even  to  love  their  enemies.  I  have 
just  now  seen  an  instance  where  the  English 
have  succoured  those  enemies  whom  their  own 
countrymen  actually  refused  to  relieve. 

The  greater  the  luxuries  of  every  country, 
the  more  closely,  politically  speaking,  is  that 
country  united.  Luxury  is  the  child  of  society 
alone;  the  luxurious  man  stands  in  need  of  a 
thousand  different  artists  to  furnish  out  his 
happiness ;  it  is  more  likely,  therefore,  that 
he  should  be  a  good  citizen,  who  is  connected 


by  motires  of  Md^kirteveftl  with  so  many,  thftn 
the  abotemiouB  man  who  is  virited  to  none. 

In  whatsoer^r  Mght,  therefevey  we  consider 
luxury ;  whether  as  employing  a  numhar  of 
hands  naAuraUy  too  feeble  for  mcnre  laborious 
employment ;  as  finduag  a  Turiety  of  ooeupa- 
tion  for  others  who  might  be  totally  idle,  oe 
as  furnisUng  out  new  inlets  to  happiness, 
without  enoroaoluttg.on  mutual  property ;  iq- 
what&ter  light  we  regard  it,  we  shall  ha^e 
reason  to  i^nd  up  in  its  defence^  and  the  sen* 
tiinent  of  Confudus  silill  remains  unshaken  : 
<<  th»t  we  should  e^joy  as  many  of. the  luxuries 
of  life  as  are  consistent  with  our  own  safety^ 
i|nd  the  prosperity  of  others ;  and  .that  he  who 
finds  out  a  new  pleasure  is  .one  of  the  most 
useful  monbers  of  sooiety«"  . 

LETTER  XII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


The  funeral  solemnitieaof  the  EoffllRh.    Their  pMt  ion  for  flatter- 

taf  Biiitephs.. 


From  theftineral  solemRtties  of  the  Daures^ 

who  think  themselves  the-  politest  people  in 

the  world,  I  must  make  a  transition  ia  the 

ftinerar  solemnities  of  the  Bnglishy  who  think 

themselves  as.  polite  as  tbey^    The  number^ 

less  oeremouie»  which  stve  uMd  here  when  a 
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person  b  nok,  apfpear  to  «ie  sa  many  erident : 
marks  of  fear  and  afviNDehensioii.  AdL.  an 
fiiifliahmaii,  homers ^  whether  he  is  afraid  «of 
death,  and  he  boldly  answers  in  the  negative ; 
but  obs^ve  hio  behaviour  in  circumstances  of 
app^roaching  sickness,  and  you  will  find  bis 
actions'grreluS  assertions  the  lie. 

The  <7hinese  are  very. sincere  i%  this  re^ 
speot ;  they  bate  to  die,  and  they  confess  theip 
terrors;  a  great  part  of  their  life  is  spent  iw 
preparing  things  proper  for  their  fnneraL  A 
poor  artisan  shall  spend  half  his  ineome  m 
providing  himself  m  tomb  twenty  years  before 
he  wants  it ;:  and  denies  himself  the  neees* 
saries  of  Hfe,  that  be  may  be  amply  provided 
for  wh^i  he  shaH  want  dieiti  no  more.^ 

But  people  of  distioction  in  Bng^nd  really 
deserve  pity,  for  they  die  in  circumstances  of 
the  most  extreme  distress*  It  is  an  established 
rule,  never  to  let  a  man  know  that  he  is  dying : 
physicians  are  sent  for,  the  clergy  are  called, 
and  every  thing  passes  in  silent  solemnity 
round  the  sick  bedl  The  patient  is  in  agonies, 
looks  round  for  pity ;  yet  not  a  single  creature 
wiU  say  th4tt  h^  is  dying.  If  he  is  possessed 
of  fortune,  his  relations  intreat  him  to  make 
his  will^  a9  it  may  restore  the  tr^nquiUity  of 
Im  mind.  He  is  d^esired  to  undergo  the  rites 
of  the  chnroh  ;  for  decency  requires  it.  His 
^ieil^s  take  their  lea,ve  only  because  they  d<i 
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not  oure  to^see.hin  in  pain.  In  shivt^  aw 
httiidfed  stratageflis  mre  used  to  amke  him  do 
wbat  hid  mii^t  kava  been  indnoed  im  perform 
Qdly  by  being  told.  '  Sir,  yon  are  past  all 
hopes^.and  Imd  as  good  thiiriL  decently  of 
dying.' 

Besides  all  dns,  the  chamber  is  darkened, 
the  whide  house  echees  to  the  cries  of  the  wife, 
the  lamentations  of  the  children,  the  grief  of 
the  servants,  and  the  sighs  of  friends.  The 
bed  is  snrrouttded  with  priests  and  dootors  in 
bkok,  and  only  flambeanx  emit  a  ydlow  gloom. 
Where  is  the  man,  how  intrepid  soever,  that 
would  not  shrink  at  such  a  hideous  solemnity  ? 
For  fear  of  aflFlrighting  their  expiring  friends, 
the  English  {Hmctise  all  thai  can  fill  them  with 
terror*  Stmnge  eQeet  of  human  prejudice, 
thus  to  torture  merely  from  mistaken  tender-^ 

MSS  ! 

You  see,  my  friend,  what  contradictions 
there  are  in  the  tempers  of  those  iiribinders ; 
Whett  i^ompted  by  ambition,  revenge,  or  dis- 
appoiatment,.they  meet  death  with  the  upmost 
feoolutioft :  the  very  man  who  in  Ids  bed  would 
have  tresabled  at  the  aspect  of  a  doctor,  shril 
go  with  i&trepidity  to  attack  a  bastion,  or  de* 
liberately  noose  himself  up  in  his  gavters. 

The  passion  of  the  Europeans^  for  mag* 
nificent  interments^  is  equally  strong 'with 
that  of  the  Chinese.  When  o  tradesman  dw^ 
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hU  frightful  face  is  painted  up  by  an  und^^- 
taker,  and  placed  in  a  propw  sitaation  to  re- 
ceive compainy  ;  this  is  called  lying  in  state. 
To  this  disagreeable  spectacle  all  the  idlers  in 
town  flock,  and  learn  to  loathe  the  wretch 
dead,  whom  they  despised  when  living.  In 
this  manner  you  see  some,  who  would  have 
refused  a  shilKng  to  save  the  life  of  their 
dearest  friend,  bestow  thousands  on  adorning 
their  putrid  corpse.  I  have  been  told  of  a 
fellow  who,  grown  rich  by  the  price  of  bloody 
left  it  in  his  will  that  he  should  ike  in  state ; 
and  thus  unknowingly  gibbetted  hitnsdf  into 
infamy,  when  be  might  have  otherwise  quietly 
retired  into  oblivion. 

When  the  person  is  buried,  the  next  care  is 
to-make  his  epitaph;  they  are  generally  reckon* 
ed  best  which  Aatter.  most :  sueb  relations, 
therefore,  as  have  received  most  benefits  from 
the  defunct,  discharge  this  friendly  office,  and 
generally  flatter  in  proportion  to  their  joy. 
When  we  read  those  monumental  histories  of 
the  dead,  it  may  be  justly  said,  ihtkiaUmem 
are  equal  in  the  dust ;  for,  they  all  appear 
^ually  remarkable  for  being  the  most  sincere 
Christians,  the  most  benevolent  neighbours, 
and  the  honestest  men  of  their  time.  To  go 
through  an  European  cemetery,  one  would  be 
apt  to  w<mder  how  mankind  could  have  so 
basely  degenerated  from  such  excellent  an* 
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cestors ;  every  tomb  pretends  to  clftim  yoor 
reverence  and  re|[fret;  some  are  praised  for 
piety,  in  those  inscriptions,  who  never  entered 
the  temple  nntil  they  were  dead ;  some  'are 
praised  for  being  excellent  poets,  who  were 
never  mentioned,  except  for  their  dulness, 
when  living ;  others  for  sublime  orators,  who 
were  never  noted  except  for  their  impudence ; 
and  others  still  for  military  achievements,  who 
w^e  never  in  any  other  skirmishes  but  with 
the.  watch.  Some  even  make  epitaphs  for 
themselves,  and  bespeak  the  reader^s  good- 
will. It  were  indeed  to  be  wished  that  every 
man  would  early  learn  in  this  maimer  to  make 
his  own  ;  that  he  would  draw  it  up  in  terms 
as  flattering  as  possible ;  and  that  he  would 
make  it  the  employment  of  his  whole  life  to 
deserve  it ! 

I  have  not  yet  been  in  a  place  called  VfesU 
minster  Abbey,  but  soon  intend  to  visit  it. 
There,  [  am  told,  I  shall  see  justice  done  to 
deceased  merit ;  none,  I  am  told,  are  permit- 
ted to  be  buried  there  but  such  as  have  adorned 
as  well  as  improved  mankind.  There  no  in- 
truders, by  the  influence  of  friends  pr  fortune, 
presume  to  mix  their  unhallowed  ashes  with 
philosophers,  heroes,  and  poets.  Nothing 
but  true  merit  has  a  place  in  that  awful  sanc- 
tuary. ^The  guardianship  of  the  tombs  is 
committed  to  several  reverend  priests,  who  are 


never  guilty^  for  a  superidr  reward,  of  taking 
down  ttie  names  of  good  vaen  to  make  room 
for  others  of  equivocal  chitracter,  nor  ever 
profane  the  sacred  walls  with  fMLgeants^  that 
posterity  cannot  know,  or  shall  blush  t»  owi^^ 
I  always  was  of  opinion,  that  sepulchral 
honours  of  this  kind  should  be  considered  as 
a  national  concern,  and  not  trusted  to  the 
care  of  the  priests  of  any  country,  how  respect-^ 
able  soever;  but  from  the  conduct  of  the 
reverend  personages,  whose  disinterested  pa-; 
triotism  I  shall  shortly  be  able  to  discover^  I 
am  taught  to  retract  my  former  sentiments* 
It  is  true,  the  Spartans  and  the  Persians  made 
a  fine  political  use  of  sepulchral  vanity  ;  they 
permitted  none  to  be  thusinterredy  who  had 
not  fallen  in  the  vindication  of  their  country. 
A  monument  thus  became  a  real  mark  of  dis<- 
tinction  ;  it  nerved  the  hero's  arm  with  ten* 
fold  vigour  ;  and  he  fought  without  fear,  who 
only  fought  for  a  grave.    Farewell. 


LETTER  XIII. 

FROM   THE    SAME. 





An  acMUQt  of  Wf  stmiiwter  At>^^y* 


f ' 


I  AM  just  returned  from  Westminster  Abbey, 
the  f^ee  of  sepulture  for  the  philosopbars. 


i    ! 
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beroes,  and  kings  of  BSngland.  What  a  glooiti 
do  monumental  inscriptions,  and  all  the  vene* 
rable  remains  of  deceased  merit  inspire! 
Imagine  a  temple  marked  with  the  hand  of 
antiquity,  solemn  as  reKgious  awe,  adorned 
with  all -the  magntfieence  of  barbarous  pro- 
vision, dim  windows,  fretted  piHars,  long 
colonades,  and  dark  ceilings.  Think,  then, 
what  were  my  sensations  at  being  introduced 
to  such  a  scene.  I  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
temide,  and  threw  my  eyes  round  on  the  walls, 
filled  with  the  statues,  the  inscriptions,  and 
the  monuments  of  the  dead. 

Alas,  I  said  to  mysdf,  how  does  pride  at« 
tend  the  puny  child  of  dust  even  to  the  grave  I 
Even  humble  as  I  am,  I  possess  mere  conse- 
quenee  in  the  present  scene  than  the  greatest 
hero  of  them  aUi ;  they  have  toiled  for  an  hour 
to  gain  a  transient  immortality,  and  are  at 
length  retired  to  the  grave,  where  they  have 
no  attendant  but  the  worm,  npne  to  flatter  bat 
the  epitaph. 

As  I  was  in^vlgii^ir  ^^i^^  reflections^  a  gen- 
tleman, dressed  in  Uadk,  perctiving  me  to  be 
a  straager^  came  up^  entered  inio  coaversa-* 
tion,  and  politely  offered  to  be  my  inntlnioter 
and  guide  through  the  temple.  <  If  any  mo* 
nument,^  said  he,  *  should  partiealarly  excite 
your  curiosity,  I  shall  endeavour  te  safiefy 
your  demaads.'    I  aecepted  with  tbmto  the , 
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gentlemaA^s  offer,  addiD§^,  that  I  was  come 
to  observe  the  poKey,  the  wisdom,  and  the 
justice  of  the  English,  in  conferring  rewards 
upon  deceased  merit.  If  adulation  like  this 
(continued  I)  be  properly  conducted,  as  it 
can  no  ways  injure  those  who  are  flattered,  so 
it  may  be  a  glorious  incentiTe  to  those  who 
are  now  Cdpable  of  enjoying  it.  It  is  the  duty 
of  every  good  government  to  turn  this  monu- 
mental pride  ta  his  own  advantage ;  to  become 
strong  in  the  aggregate  from  the  weakness  of 
the  individuaL  If  none  but  the  truly  great 
have  a  place  in  this  awful  repository,  a  temple 
like  this  will  give  the  finest  lessons  of  mo-* 
tality,  and  be  a  strong  incentive  to  true  am* 
bition.  I  am  told,  that  none  have  a  place 
here,  but  characters  of  the  most  distinguished 
merit.  The  man  in  black  seemed  impatient 
at  my  observations^  so  I  discontinued  my  re* 
marks,  and  we  walked  on  together  to  take  a 
view  of  every  particular'  monument  in  order 
as  itiay. 

As  the  eye  is  naturally  caught  by  the  finest 
object,  I  could  not  avoid  being  particularly 
carious  about  one  monument,  which  appeared 
more  heautiful  than  the  rest :  ^  That,'  said  I 
to  my  guide,  ^  I  take  to  be  the  tomb  of  some 
very  great  man.  By  the  peculiar  excellence 
of  the  workmanship,  and  the  magnificence  of 
the  design,  this  must  be  a  trophy  raised  to 


the  mmwyvaimme^ngi  who  has  -wfied  his 
oounlry  itrntk  imiii,  ^r  lawgiver,  who  has  r«- 
dwaed  hb  fettow^cilizoiis  from  aaaraliy  into 
j]utanl^H^OBi.'<*^Mi*is>iiot  requisite/  replied 
my  iBiMDpaiiioa^ismilkif;,  ^  to  haveisuch  qiiali* 
ficalioBsiiit  otd^  to  h»ie  a  ^cvy  /fine  monu- 
BMBifhere.  Movehiunble  abilitieB twill  aaffiee/ 
— ^^  What^l  auppoee  Aen^tAe/giauiisg  two  or 
thareehattles,  oriihetattiogihalf  aiseore  towns, 
Mithougbba  saffietentiquiEiIifiaiition  3'-r-^Ghun^ 
ing  battka,  ^MPttakiiig  towns/  iPtpUed  the  van 
ia  .-black,  ^.oMiy) be  ef  senriee ;  (hutaigeadleman 
may  iiaweiavenyifiiieinDniiiBanti  hare  without 
BTermwmmg  acba^e^oriaaiege.^— ^'  Thie,  then, 
is  the  monument  •  of  ivoBie  past,  I  piesune,  of 
cMieiwhoaeiwitttosigainfixl  /hisi  iaanortcdity  ?' 
—'No,  atr/'VeplMl  ^my  'guile,  Sthe  gantle- 
man^whoilies  faereneiMTiniade^YevseB ;  aadaa 
for  wit^be^daBf isadut  in  otbees,  bcaause  heifaad 
BoaeJihEBvalf:'-^  Prayt^iaertteoiina.wcnrd,' 
aaid  I':peefisbly,'^"vithait.i8  the^pnat  man  viho 
iie»  haretpartieulaviy  vemaricaUefar?' — 'He- 
markahie,  iair!' tsi^  iny  compaaisin;  ^^hy, 
air^itbe^gaartlenanithdtlies  herei  iammoakahkr, 
Tory  iremaMcaMe-^^for  actoorib  in  iVReataijaister 
Abbp^i-^tButi  faead'of  ii|y  iAnceatofs!  hoW 
liaa»he  gotiiare  ?  I^fMcqrihe  oouldtnaaer  bnibe 
the  ^atdiaos  of  (the  ftempk  rto  fgvve  hnn  a 
plaee.  ^MattU  he  adl'be srshanwditNi he-aeen 
«fiioBg»«»aaapaaya)fhare<«ren  wiQidtrate  merit 
Vol.  I.  a 
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would  look  like  infamy  V — *  I  suf^se/  replied 
the  man  in  black,  ^  the  gentlanan  was  rich,  and 
his  friends,  as  is  usual  in  such  a  due^told 
him  he  was  great.  He  readily  belieyed  them ; 
the  guardians  of  the  temple,  as  they  got  by 
the  self-delusion,  were  re«tdy  to  bdieye  him 
too  ;  so  he  paid  his  nioney  for  a  fine  monu- 
ment ;  uid  the  workman,  as  you  see,  has  made 
him  one  of  the  most  beautiful.  Think  not, 
however,  that  this  gentleman  is  singular  in 
his  desire  of  being  buried  among  the  great : 
there  are  scYeral  others  in  the  temple,  who, 
hated  and  shunned  by  the  great  while  aUye, 
have  come  here,  fully  resolved  to  keep  th^n 
company  now  they  are  dead.* 

As  we  walked  along  to  a  particular  part  of 
the  temple,  'There,*  says  the  gentleman, 
pointing  with  his  finger, '  that  is  the  poet's 
corner;  there  you  see  the  monuments  of 
Shakspeafe,  and  Milton,  and  Prior,  and  Dray<- 
ton  .*•*-*  Drayton  V  I  replied, '*  I  nevmr  heard 
of  him  before ;  but  I  have  been  told  of  one 
Pope,  is  he  there  ?*— *  It  is  time  enough,*  re- 
plied my  guide,  ^  these  hundred  years  i  he  is 
not  long  dead  ;  people  have  not  done  hating 
him  yet** — *  Strange,*  cried  I,  *  can  any  be 
•found  to  hate  a  man,  whose  life  was  wholly 
spent  in  entertaining  and  instructing  his  £d- 
low-creatures  !*— *  Yes/  says  my  guide,  *  they 
hate  him  f<>r  tiiat  very  reason.    There  are  a 
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set  of  mett  caikd  answerora  of  books,  "Who  take 
upon  them  to  watch  the  republie  of  letters, 
and  distribute  reputation  by  the  sheet;  they 
somewhat  resemble  the  eunuchs  in  a  seraglio ^ 
whaare  incapable  of  giTing  pleasure  thbm- 
selVes,  and  hinder  those  that  would.  These 
answerers  have  no  other  employment  but  to 
cry  out  dunce,  and  soribUer,  to  praise  the 
dead,  and  revile  the  living  ;  to  grant  a  man  of 
confessed  abilities  some  small  share  of  merit ; 
to  applaud  twenty  blockheads  in  order  to  gaiir 
the  reputation  of  candour ;  and  to  revile  the 
moral  charact^  of  the  man  whose  writings 
they  cannot  injure,  Such  wretches  are  kept 
in  pay  by  some  mercenary  bookseller,  or  more 
frequently  the  bookseller  himself  takes  this 
dirty  work  off  their  hands,  as  all  that  is  re- 
quired is  to  be  very  abusive  and  very  dull. 
Every  poet  of  any  genius  is  sure  to  find  such 
enemies ;  he  feels,  though  he  seems  to  despise, 
their  malice ;  they  make  him  miserable  here, 
and  in  the  pursuit  of  empty  fame,  at  last  he 
^ns  solid  anxiety.' 

^  Has  this  been  the  case  with  every  poet  I 
see  here  ?'  cried  I. — '  Yes,  with  every  mother's 
son  of  them,'  replied  he, '  except  he  happened 
to  be  bom  a  mandarine.  If'he  have  much 
money  he  may  buy  reputation  from  your  hock^ 
answerers,  as  well  as  a  mdnument  from  the 
guardians  of  the  temple.' 

6  2 
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'  But  are  tbem  noi  somei  iDBn  of  distin- 
guifihedtaaie^asiii  6hiiiey.who«are:wiUing<to 
patttoQUbB  men^of  merit,  and^soften  tlieTanoour 
of  malevolent  dulneiMs  ?^ 

^  1  own. there  are  man y^*  replied  the- man  in 
blade,  ^buty  das!  mr,.  the  bookr^utsiverera 
crowd  about  them,  and  call  themaelnes  the 
writers  ot  boobs ;  and  the  paiiron  is  too  in- 
dolent to  distinguish  :  tbus  poets  arel^ept  at 
a  distance,  while  their  enemies  eat  up  all  their 
rewards  at  the  mandarine^s  table/ 

Lea^ng^this  part  of  the  templie,  we  made 
up  to  an  iron^  gate>  through  whioh  my  oom>- 
panion*  told  me.we  were  to  pass  iin  order  to  see 
the  monuments  of  the  kings^  Aooordingly  I 
marched  up  without  further  ceremongr^  and 
w«6  going  to  enter,  when  a  pei»on^  who  held 
the  gate  in  his  hand,  told  meLmust  pay  ftrst. 
I  wassurprisedtat  suohademand);  and  asked 
the  mao^  ^  whether  the  people  of  England  kept 
a  sfHWi?^  whether^  the  paltry  sum.  he  de- 
manded were  not  a  national  r^roaeh*?  whether 
it  were  not  more  to  the  hoiiour  of  the  country 
to  let  tb^r  magnificence^  or  their  antiquities 
be  openly  seen^.  than,  thus  raeanlyto  tax.  a  cu* 
rioaiiy  which  tended,  to  their  own  honour  ? 
^  As  for  your  ^questions^^  replied  the  gate-^ 
keeper,  ^  to  be.  sure  they  may  be  n&sy  right:, 
because  I  donH  understand  them :  bat,,  ae  for 
that  there  three-pence,  I  fa«n  it  fromi  oiie> 
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who  rents  it  tcpm  another,  who  hires  it  from 
a  third,  ii?ho  leases  it  from  the  guardians  of 
the  temple,  and  we  all  must  live.'  I  expected, 
upon  paying  here,  to  see  something  extraor* 
dinary,  since  what  I  had  s^n  for  nothing 
filled  me  with  so  much  surprise ;  but  in  this 
I  was  disappointed;  there  was  little  more 
within  than  black  coffins,  rusty  armour,  tat- 
tered standards,  and  some  few  slovenly  figures 
in  wax.  I  was  sorry  I  had  paid,  but  I  com-, 
forted  mjrself  by  considering  it  would  be  my 
last  payment.  A  person  attended  us,  who,, 
without  once  blushing,  told  an  hundred  li^  ; 
he  talked  of  a  lady  who  died  by  pricking  her 
finger ;  of  a  king  with  a  golden  head,  and 
twenty  such  pieces  of  absurdity  .^--^  Look  ye 
there,  gentlemen,*  says  he,  pointing  to  an  old 
chair,  ^  there's  a  curiosity  for  ye  ;  in  that  diair 
the  kings  of  Bngland  were  crowned ;'  you  see 
also  a  stone  underneath,  and  that  stone  is 
Jacob's  piUow.'  I  could  see  no  curiosity 
either  in  the  oak  chair,  or  the  sti^ne;  coidd  J, 
indeed,  behold  one  of  the  old  kings  of  Eng- 
land seated  in  this,  or  Jacob's  bead  laid  upon, 
the  other,  there  nught  be  ^ometking  curious: 
in  the  sight ;  but  in  the  present  case  there 
was  no  more  reason  for  my  surj^rise  than  if  i 
should  pick  a  stone  from  th^r  streets,  and 
eall  it  a  curiosity,  merely  because  o|ie  of  the 
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ktngss  happetiod^  to  tpeaA  mpmt  it  aaf  bef  pftmidi^ 
ill  a'prooedfiionv 

Foom^  hetnciB'  oUr  condtbctor  lad  utai  thiKmgli 
S6«€amlr  dark  iralfai  and  winding  ways,  lubter^ 
ing>]!)sr^  talking^  to  bamself,  and  ftnurishinga 
wand  wbtd  h& held  m  his  hand.  He  remindiBd 
ne  of  tKeBlaekma-gittiansiof  Kobt.  Afitevwe 
had  been  alni09t.  fatigued  wit&  a  Tariety  of 
objects^  he^  aA  laat,  denredme  t()<  conatdav 
attentwely  a  certain  auk:  of  armour^  wfaiol^ 
seined  to'  show nbthing c^narkabW.  'This 
arpnonr,*  saidhe^/ belonged  to  6enei!al;Monk/ 
— ^  Very;  smrprising,  that  a  general  shonld 
wear  arnumr  V — ^  And  pray,*  addlsd  he^  *  ob?. 
serye  this  cap,  tUe  Is  General  Monk's  cap^*-?* 
'  Very  strange  indeed,  very  strange^  that  a 
general  sfaonid  hare  a  cap  al^o !  Pi*ay^,  frieatd, 
what  might. this  cvp  haTe  cost  or%inflHy  ?*-*^ 
^That>sir^*  says  he, '  i  don't  know  ;.  but  thiis 
oap  is  aH  tha  wages  £  biife  for  my  trOuUe.'-*- 
^A  Tery  small  isecoinpenae,  truly,'  saM  I.— ^ 
<  Not  so  very  small,'  replied,  he,  '  for  er^ry. 
gentleman  pnts  some  money  intft  it,,  and  I 
spend  the  money.' — '  What,  more  money  t 
atiil  more  money !' — ^  Every  genlleman  gives 
something,  sir.' — *  I'll  give  thee  nothiiig,' 
returned  I ;  ^  the  guardiaiis  of  the  temple 
should  pay  yon  your  vtrages^  friend,  and  nbt 
peimit  yon  to  squeeze  thus  from  every  mjfec^ 


I 

tet«r..  Wken  wm  pay  otir  money  «Ia  the  floor 
to  see*  A  diow^  we  never  give  moBo  ae.  wi  are 
g;oing  out.  Sure,  the  guardiaiis  of  the  toB^ple 
cam  neiwr  think  they  get  enough.  Show  me 
the  gate:;,  if  I  sta^y  longer,  I  may  prohahLy 
meet  witbmore  of  those  eodesiaetical  beggank* 
Thus  leainng  the*  temple  preeipitately,  I  re«> 

9 

Inmed  to  my  Ibdginge,  in  order  to  ruminaie 
o¥er  wihat  was  great,  and  to  despise  what  was 
mean  in.AeiOCCurmices  of  the  day. 


LETTER  XIV. 

raOH  THE   SAME. 


The  reeepUoA  of  the  €;hineae  ftrom  a  lady  of  distiaction. 


I  waBk  some  dwyn  age.  agreeably  auvprised  by 
a  measage  from  a  kdy  of  distinction,  who  sent 
me  w/ssd,.that  shemost  passmnttkety  desired 
the  pleasure  of  my  acquaintanoe ;  aad,  with 
the  nimost  impatience  expesied:  80>  iMterview. 
I  wyH  not  deny,  my  dear  Fmn  Beam,. hot  that 
nqf  TOiitey  was  caiaed  sX  such  aoi  invitation ; 
I  flattered  myaell  that  she  had  aeeoime  tn.soaM 
pi»Uic  pla,0e,  and  hiKl  coaeeiTed  w  aflS^Qtion 
^r  my  person,  Mihiob  thus  iidtaoed  b^  to  de^ 
¥aate  from  the  usual  decorima  ol  the  sex^  My 
ima§p»a|ion  pAioted  her  in  all  the  Uoom  of 
yotttb  and  beauty.      I  fancied  her  attended 
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by  the  loves  and  graces ;  and  I  set  out  nvitili 
the  most  pleasing  expectations  of  seeing  the 
conquest  I  had  made. 

When  I  was  introduced  into  her  apartment, 
my  expectations  were  quickly  at  an  end ;  I 
perceived  a  little  shrivelled  figure,  indolently 
reclined  on  a  sofa,  who  nodded  by  way  of  ap- 
probation at  my  approach.'  This,  as  I  was 
afterwards  informed,  was  the  lady  hersetf,  a 
woman  equally  distinguished  for  rank,  po- 
litness,  taste,  and  understc^nding.  As  I  was 
dressed  after  the  fashion  of  Europe,  she  had 
taken  me  for  an  Englishman,  and  conse- 
quently saluted  me  in  her  ordinary  manner  ; 
but  when  the  footman  informed  her  grace  that 
I  was  the  gentleman  from  China,  she  instantly 
lifted  herself  from  the  couch,  while  her  eyes 
sparkled  with  unusual  vivacity.  *  Bless  me ! 
can  this  be  the  gentleman  that  was  bom  so 
far  from  home  ?  What  an  unusual  share  of 
somethingnessinhis  whole B.^'pew^Lnoel  Lord  I 
how  I  am  charmed  with  the  outlandish  cut  of 
his  face !  how  bewitching  the  exotic  breadth 
of  his  forehead  !  I  would  give  the  worH  to 
see  him  in  his  own  tountry  dress.  Pray  turn 
about,  sir,  and  let  me  see  you  behind.  There  t ' 
there's  a  travelled  air  for  you.  You  that  at- 
tend there,  bring  up  a  plate  of  beef  cot  into 
small  piec^ ;  I  have  a  violent  passion  to  see . 
him  eat.    Pfay^  sir,  hsive  you  got  your  chop. 
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stiidis  .about  JDU  ?  It  wiU  be  so.pcetty  to  soe 
tbe  meat  conried  to  the  mootlr  with  a  jerk. 
Pvay  speak  a  little  Ghinese  :  I  haire  leamedl 
sone  of  the  language  myself.  Lord,  have 
you  Bothing;  fvtMy'  fron  China,  about  you  ; 
something  that  tm^  does  not  know  what  to  dd 
with }  I  have  got  twenty,  things  from  China 
that  are  of  no  use  in  the  world*  Look  at  those 
jars,  Aey  are  of  the  right  pea-green  :  these 
are  the-  furniture*' — ^  Dear  madam,'  ^aid'  Ii^ 
'  tbeae,.  though  they  may  appear  fine  in.  your 
^jeSf  ane  but  paltry  to  a  Chinese ;  but,  as  they 
aiB)  uflsfttl  utensils^  it  is  {nwper  they  should 
hai«  ai  ]dace  in  every  apantment.'-^^  Useful! 
sis^'  DSfdied  the  lady. ;  *  sure  you  mistake,  they 
ace  of  no  use  in  the  worhL' — *  What!  ace 
tbey  not  filled,  with  an.  infusion  of  tea  as  in 
Ghin&P  cepUed  L — ^  Quite  empty  and  use*- 
less  upon  my;  honour,. «r.' — ^  Then:  they  are 
the  mottt.  Qumbrous  and  clumsy  furnitune  in 
the.world)  as  nothing  is  truly  degant  but  what 
uoitas  use  with  beauty.' — ^  I  protest,'  says 
the  ladyi,  ^  I  shall  begpn  to  suspect  thee  of 
being  an  actual  barbarian.  I  suppose  you 
hold  my  imo  beautiful  pagods  iui  contempt.* 
— 'What.!'  cried  I,  'has  Fohi  spread  hb 
groaa  supentitions  here  also  ?  Pagods  of  all 
kindb-are  my  aversion/ — '  A  Chinese,,a  trayel* 
ler,  and  want.taste !  it  surprises  me.  Pray^ 
sir,  e^^unine  the  beauties  of  that  Chinese 
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temple  which  jou  see  at  the  end  of  tlie  gsr^ 
den.  Is  there  any  thing  in  China  more  beau- 
tiful ?* — ^  Where  I  stand  I  see  nothing,  madam, 
at  the  end  of  the  garden,  that  may  not  as  well 
he  called  an  Egyptian  pyramid  as  a  Chinese 
temple  ;  for  that  little  building  in  view  is  as 
like  the  one  as  t'other.'  '  What !  sir,  is  not 
that  a  Chinese  temple  ?  you  must  surely  be 
mistaken.  Mr,  Frieze,  who  designed  it,  calls 
jt  one,  and  nobody  disputes  his  pretensions  to 
taste.'  I  now  found  it  in  vain  to  contradict 
the/lady  in  any  thing  she  thought  fit  to  ad-* 
vance ;  so  was  resolved  rather  to  aet  the  dis- 
ciple than  the  instructor.  She  took  me  through 
several  rooms,  all  furnished,  as  she  told  me, 
in  the  Chinese  manner ;  sprawlilig  dragons, 
squatting  pagods',  and  clumsy  mandarines, 
were  stuck  upon  every  shelf :  in  turning 
round,  one  must  have  used  caution  not  to  de- 
molish a  part  of  the  precarious  furniture. 

In  a  house  like  this,  thought  I,  one  must 
live  continually  upon  the  watch;  the  inha- 
bitant must  resemble  a  knight  in  an  enchanted 
castle,  who  expects  to  meet  an  adventure  at 
every  turning.  *  But,  madam,'  said  I,  ^do 
no  accidents  ever  happen  to  all  this  finery  ?'— 
^  Man,  sir,'  seplied  the  lady,/  is  bom  to  mis- 
fortunes, and  it  is  but  fit  I  should  have  a  share. 
Three  weeks  ago,  a  careless  servant  snapped 
oii^  the  head  of  a  favourite  mandmrine ;  I  bad 
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scarce  done  gArnng  for  tibat^  when  a  monkey 
broke  a  beautiful  jar ;  tins  I  took  the  more  to 
heart,  as  the  injury  was  done  me  by  a  friend  : 
however,  I  surriTed  the  calamity  ;  whoi  yes-, 
terday  crash,  went  half  a  dozen  dragons  upon 
tibe  marUe  hearth  stone ;  and  yet  I  live ;  I 
suTTiye  it  all :  you  canH  conceiTe  what  com- 
fort I  find  under  afflictions  from  philosophy. 
There  is  Seneca,  and  Bolingbroke,  and  some 
oth^s,  who  guide  me  through  life,  and  teach 
me  to  support  its  calamities.'  I  could  not  but 
smile  at  a  woman  who  makes  her  own  mis- 
fortunes, and  then  deplores  the  miseries  of 
her  situatten.  Wherefore,  tired  of  acting  with 
dissimulation,  and  wUling  to  indulge  my  me- 
ditations in  solitude,  I  took  leave  just  as  the 
servant  was  bringing  in  a  plate  of  beef,  pur- 
suant to  the  directions  of  his  mistres.  Adieu. 


LETTER  XV. 

raOM  THB  SAMS. 


AfftiBBt  cruelty  to  anlmalt.     A  ttory  firom  tlie  ZendeTett  of 

Zoroaiter. 


Thb  better  sort  here  pretend  to  the ,  utmost 
compassion  for  animals  of  every  kind ;  to  hear 
ithffin  spedL,  a  stranger  [would  be  apt  to  ima- 
gine they  oould  hardly  hurt  the  gnat  tl^at 


stung^thmn ;  (they  seemsorten^er,  and' so  full 
of  ]^ty^that  one  wotttd  take  tbemfiMrtiiaJtaarm- 
lees  'ftiiends  of  the  whole  creation  ;  die  >firo^ 
Rectors  of  the  meanest  ineeot '  or /reptile  ^thot 
was  privileged  mriih  existenoe.  And  »yet 
(Would  you  tieiiere  it  ?)  i  have  seen  the  (very 
men  ivfao  have  thus  >  boasted  of  tbeir  tenderw 
ness,  at'the  sane  time*  deiroiatin^  the  flesh lof 
^ix  diiSerent.  animals  tossed  up  in  a  fricasee. 
Strange  contrariety  .df  eonduct !  they  pity, 
and^hey^tthe  objeets  of  their  eompassion ! 
The  lion  roars  witii  iierror  orer  .iis  csEptive ; 
the'tiger^sendstforth  its^hideoBs  shrLekitoiia^ 
titoidate  its  -prey :  no  creature  shows  any 
fondaeiss^fbr  its  sfaort-liTed: prisoner,  exnqsta 
lifian  and  a  cat. 

'Man  was  bom  to  live  with  <iiiiioeenoe  curd 
simplicity,  (but  he  has  deyiated  froni  nature  ; 
he  was  born  to  share  the  bounties  of  heaven, 
but  he  has  monopolized  them ;  he  was  born  to 
govern  the  brute  creation,  but  he  is  become 
their  tyrant.  If  an^oure  now  shall  happen 
to  surfeit  on  his  last  tiight's  feast,  twenty 
unimals^  the  next  day  are  to  undergo  the.  most 
exquisite  tortures,  in  order  to  provoke  his  ap- 
petite to  another  guilty  meal.  Hail,  O  ye 
simple,  honest  bracfamans  of  liieeast,  ye  inof- 
fensive friends  df  all  that  were^born^to  bap- 
piness  as  wellasydu:  you  never  sought  a 
short-lived  pleasure  fitom  thetmiseries  of  other 
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creatures.  You  uever  studied  the  tormenting' 
arts  of  ingenioas  refinement ;  you  never  sur- 
feited upon  a  guilty  meal.  How  much  more 
purified  and  refined  are  all  your  sensations^ 
than  ours ;  you  distinguish  every  element  with 
the^  utmost  precimon  ;  a  stream  Aniasted  be- 
fore is  a  new  luxury,  a  change  of  air  is  a  new 
banquet,  too  refined  for  western  imaginatifms 
to  conoeive. 

.  Though  the  Europeans  do  not  bold  the 
transmigration  of  souls,  yet  one  of  their  doc- 
tors has,  with  great  force  of  argument,  and 
great  plausibility  of  reasonlsg,  endeavoured 
to  prove  that  the  bodies  of  animals  are  the 
habitation^  of  demons  and  wicked  spirits, 
which  are  obliged  to  reside  in  these  prisons 
till  the  resurrection  pronounces  their  ever- 
lasting punishment ;  but  are  previously  con- 
demned to  sufier  all  the  pains  and  hardships 
inflicted  upon  them  by  man,  or  by  each  other 
here.  If  this  be  the  case,  it  may  frequently 
happen,  that  while  we  whip  pigs  to  death)  or 
boil  live  lobsters,  we  are  putting  some  old 
acquaintance,  some  near  relation  to  excruci- 
ating tortures,  and  are  serving  him  up  to  the 
very  same  table  where  he  was  once  the  most 
welcome  companion. 

^  Kabul,'  says  the  Zendevesta,  ^  was  bora 
on  the  rushy  banks  of  the  river  Mawra ;  his 

possessions  were  great,  and  his  luxuries  kept 
Vol.  I.  H 
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pace  with  the  nfliueiiee  of  his  fortune.;  he  hfttied 
the  baFmlegs  braehinan»,  aad  deflfiaed  Aeir 
holy  religion ;  every  day  his  table  was  deeked 
out  with  the  flesh  of  an  hundred  diflbvent 
animcds,  and  his  cooks  had  aa  hundred  different 
ways  of  dre'ssing  it,  to  soHoit  evep  satii^y, 

*  Notwithstanding  aH  his  eating,  he  did  not 
arrive  at  old  age ;  he  died  of  a  surfeit,  eaused 
by  intemperance ;  upon  this,  his  soul  was  oar.- 
ried  off,  in  order  to  take,  its  trial  before  a  select 
assembly  of  the  souls  of  those  animals  whioh 
his  gluttony  had  caused  to  be  daia,  a&d  who 
were  now  appointed  his  judges. 

*  He  trembled  before  a  tribunal,  'to  every 
member  of  which  he  had  formerly  ^ted  as  an 
unmerciful  tyrant ;  he  sought  for  pity,  but 
found  none  disposed  to  grant  it.  Does  he  not 
remeqaber,  cries  the  angry  beiur,  to  what 
agopies  I  was  put,  not  to  satisfy  his  hunger, 
but  his  vanity  ?  I  was  first  hunted  to  deaths 
and  my  flesh  scarce  thought  worthy  of  coming 
once  to  his  table!  Were  my  advice  followed, 
he  should  do  penance  in  the  shape  of  an  hog/ 
which  in  life  he  most  resembled. 

^  J  am  rather,  cries  a  sheep  upon  the  bench, 
for  having  him  suffer  under  the  appearance  of 
a  lamb,  we  may  then  send  him  through  four 
or  five  transmigrations  in  the  space  of  a  month. 
Were  my  voice  of  any  weight  in  the  assembly, 
cries  a  calf,  he  should  rather  assume  such  « 


form  as  mine ; .  I  tvAs  Ubd  6Velr^  day,  in  order 
to  make  my  flesh  white,  and  at  last  killed 
without  merey.  Would  it  not  be  wiser,  cries 
a  hen,  to  cram  him  in  tiie  shape  of  a  fowl,  and 
then  smotfa^  Mflt  in  his  <ma  U6Ad,  as  I  was^ 
served  ?  The  mi^rity  of  the  assembly  were 
pteased  with  this  punishment,  a«d  were  going 
to  cMdemn  hitn  whhottt  fiirtbMr  dd«gr^  when  the 
ox  rose  tipMyive  his  opinion :  ^^  laminformed,'* 
sa^s  this  ooimselkiri  ''that  the  prisoiMr  at 
^  bar  has  Wt  a  wife  with  ohiU  behind  him. 
By  ay  knowltodg»iii  diTinatiei%  I  lofesoe  that 
tUri  chiM  will  be  a  setot  decie|^it,  feebh^  mskly^ 
a  pkf uflp  to  hiMielf  atfd  all  ab0ut  himi  What 
say  fon  il^,  any  tKrinpanioia,  if  we  eondenis 
tta^.fcther  ^aaiinhto  the  body  ^  his  own  smi$ 
and  by  ihis  meios  make  him  feel  In  himself 
tfmae  ■Hiericn  his  intemperaliee  must  other- 
Mse  ban  entailed  upon  his  pasterity  ?*'  The 
whde  emsrt  appianded  the  ingenuity  of  his 
tprtmre,  thay  thanked  him  for  his  adtie*. 
Khbtl  was  dsiTte  onee '  more  to  tevisil  the 
earth  |  and  his  soul,  in  the  body  of  his  ^wn 
aosi,  passed  a  p^^riod  of  thirty  years^  loaded 
with  misery,  an»ety,  and  disease.' 
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LETTER  XVI. 

I 

FROM   THE    SAME. 


or  falsehood  propagated  by  l»ookf  leeniq^lyaiacere. 


I  KN6W  not  whether  I  am  more  oUigod  to  tbe 
Chinese  missionarieB  for  the  inBtruetioii  I 
have  received  from  them,  or  prejudioed  hy  the 
fitlsehoods  they  have  made  me '^believe.  By 
them  I  was  told  that  the  pope  was  lUiiirersaHy 
allowed  to  be  a  man,  and  placed  at  the  head 
^f  the  church;  In  Bngland,  howerer,  they 
plainly  prove  failn  to  be  a  whore  hi  man's^ 
dothesy  and  often  bnrtt  him  in<.efl[gy  as  mt 
imposrtor.  A  th0ttsaTid'booiE»  hare  been  writ-* 
ten  on  eithea*  aide  of  the  question  ;  priests  are 
eternally  disputing^  against  each  other ;  and 
those  mouths  that  want  argnbiiienl  are  fiUed 
with  abuse;  Which  party  must  I  bdieve,  Or* 
shall  I  give  credit  to  hdther  ?  Wlien  I  survey 
the  absurdities  and  falsehoods  with  which  the 
books  of  Uie  Ettrbpeansare  fiUed,  I  thank  hea-> 
ven for  having foe^bom in  Cl^ina,  and^bat I 
have  sagacity  enoiigh  to  detect  imposture; 

The  Europeans  reproach  us  with  false  his- 
tory and  fabulous  chronology ;  how  should 
they  blush  to  see  their  own  books,  many  of 
which  are  written  by  the  doctors  qf  ^eir*re- 
ligion,  filled  with  the  m^s|  tooinstiPo^  fables, 
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mA  fttteilad  jAh  Ae  wtmoiit  sokmmly*  Tlie 
bMttdfl  of  a  letter  do  net  jietmit  me  to  meatioB 
alt  the  abaiurdilies  of  this  kind,  wUeh  in  ny 
readiBg  I  Im^o  met  with.-  I  ehall  oonfine  mj* 
9etf  to  the  aocomiUi  which  sMiie  of  their  let- 
telred  mea  give  of  the  persons  of  some  of  the 
iahsibitanta  on  our  glohe:  and  not  satisfied 
withtbemeai  soleiim  aasoTerationsy  they  some^ 
tinea  fffetond  to  have  been  eye-witnesses  of 
what  they  desortke. 

A  Christian  deetor,  in  one  of  his  prinoifal 
peilbrmaneeay*  UBjm^  that  it  waa  not  impos-* 
siUe  for  a  whole  nation  to  haTo  hut  one  eye 
an  the  middle  ef  the  forehead.  He  is  not 
sstisfied  with  laarving  it  in  donht;-  bnt  in 
anotherw^  t  aasnmi  ns,  that  the  &et  wan 
oeitahiy  and  that  he  himsdf  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  it.  ^  When/  says  he,  *  I  took  a  jottr«* 
ney  into  Ethiopia,  in  company  with  serarat 
oAer  serraats  of  Christ,  in  order  to  preaeh 
the  g^pel  there,  I  hdheld  in  ike  aonUkom 
^  proTinces  of  that  coantry  a  nation  which  had 
tely  one  eye  in  the  midst  <tf  their  foreheads.* 

Yon  wiU,  no  doubt,  be  M^riaed,  rererend 
Fnm,  with  this  author's  eflftoiltery ;  hot,  alas ! 
keis  not  alone  in  this  story  ;  he  has  only  bor- 
rowed it  from  several  others  who  wrote  before 
him*  Soiinnsereatesanother  nation  of  Cycfepsy 

*  Auffustiii.  de  Civit.  Bei^lib.  xvi.  p.  432. 
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the  Ariit^aBpiaiis,  ifhoiinfa«bitl  Aoie 
tiiat  border  onthe  Caspian  Sea;  Thfa  auAwr 
go^s  oii'to'tell  us  of  a  people'  ^ 'fauiia^  whb 
hare  but  one  le^  andone  eye,  ajKli  ]^iare 
extrcimely  aotire^  run  -with  grealr^  s^ifttieBSf 
and  live  by  hunting.  These  people  we  scarcely 
know  how^lo  ^y  or  admire  ;i but  the' iMtti 
whom  PUiiycaUs  Cynamolei,  who^'liavei^/^ot 
the  heads  of  dogs,  really  de^erte  our  coinpasi- 
sion  :  instead  of  language. ttey  eipvessr  tkrfv 
sMtiments  by  barkiBg.  SoliiHKi  omfirnls  what 
Pliny  mentions :  and  Simon  J!iftayole^'a:Ereirch( 
biffaop,  talks  of  them  as  of  particular  mndrfii^ 
itiiliar  acquaintances.'  ^Aflerr  passing  tbei 
deserts  of  JBgypt/ says  he,  'we  m^  withpthe 
Kuncdcepbaloi)  who  tnhabit'dM>se  regions  that 
border  on  Ethiopia;  iheyliye  by  .huiifirig; 
«•  they  cannot  speak,  but  wki^le  ;  their;  chuift 

res^nblei  a'  serpent^s  head  $i  theh*  handa  are 
armed  with  long  sharp  claws ;  &eir  breast 
resembles  thiat  of  a  greyhound ;  and  they  exu 
(^ei  in  swiftness  and  agility.'  Would  yoMf 
Chink .  it,  my  friend,  that  these:  odd  kind  i  of 
fieq[>le  are,  ndt^ithstandihg  their  figure^  ex- 
cessively '  delicate.; ;  not  even  an  sdderqssn's 
wife,  or  Chiilese  mandarine,  can  exdsl  tfaens 
in  this  particular.  '  Theise  people,'  continues 
our  faithful  bishop,  ^ineTep  refvHse  wine ;'  lom 
roast  and  boiled  meat ;  they  are  particularly 
curious  in  ha ving  their  meat  well  dressed,  and 
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Apisn  at  it  if  ii^  the  least  tainted.  When  the 
Ptolemies  reigned  in  Egypt/  says  he,  a  littfe 
AiWher-on,  Hhose  men  with  dog^*  heads* 
tangM  grammar  and  music.^  For  men  x^ho^ 
hail  no  voices  to  teach  mnsie,  and  who  ^ould 
dot  sp<fak  to  teaeh  grammar,  is,  I  eonfess^'a 
Httte  extra(irdinary.  Did  erer  the  disciples 
of  ^Fbhi  broach  any  thing  more  ridiculous. 

Hitherto  we  have  seen  men  with  beads 
Strangely  deformed,  and  with  dogs*  heads; 
hut  what  would  you  say  if  you  heard  of  men 
without  any  heads  at  all  ?  Pomponius  Mela,- 
Solinus,  and  Aulus  Gellius,  describe  them  to 
our  hand  ;  *  The  filemite  have  a  nose,  eyes, 
and  moutt  on  their  breasts  ;  or,  as  others 
will  have  it,  placed  on  their  shoulders.* 

One  would  tbinlc  that  these  authors  had  an 
antipathy  to  the  human  form',  and  were  re- 
solved' to  make  a  new  figure  of  their  own  ; 
biit  let  us  do  them  justicie.  Though  they 
sometimes  deprive  us  of  a  leg,  an  arm,  an 
head,  or  some  anch  trifling  part  of  the  body, 
they  often  as  liberally  bestow  upon  us  some- 
thing that  we  wanted  before.  Simon  Mayole 
seems  our  particular  friend  in  this  respect : 
if  he  has  denied  heads  to  one  part  of  mankind, 
he  has  given  tails  to  another.  He  describes 
many  of  the  English  of  his  time,  which  is  not 
more  than  an  hundred  years  ago,  as  having 
tails.    His  own  words  are  as  follow :   *^  In 


England  there  are  some  famUias  nrhjloh  liave 
tails,  as  a  punisbment  for  derkUng  an  Anguatitt 
firiar  sent  by  St.  Gregory,  and  ^ho  pr^aobed 
in  Dorsetshire.  They  sewed  the  tails  of  dif- 
ferent animals  to  his  clothes  ;  but  soon  they 
found  those  tails  entailed  on  them  and  tiieir 
posterity  for  ever/'  It  is  certain,  that  tbe 
author  had  some  ground  for  this  deaeripti#n  ; 
many  of  the  English  wear  tails  to  their  w^ 
to  this  rery  day,  as  a  mark,  [  suppose,  pf  the 
antiquity  of  their  £Etmilies,  and  perhaps  as  a 
symbol  of  those  tails  with  which  they  were  for* 
merly  distinguished  by  nature. 

You  see,  my  friend,  there  is  nothing  so 
ridiculous  that  has  not  at  some  tim^ been  said 
by  some  philosopher.  The  writers  of  booka 
in  Europe  seem  to  think  themselves  authorized 
to  say  what  they  please ;  and  an  ingenioua 
philosopher  among  tbem^  has  openly  asserted^ 
that  he  would  undertake  to  persuade  tb0 
whole  republic  of  readers  to  believe  that  the 
sun  was  neither  the  cause  of  light  nor  beat,  if 
be  could  only  get  six  philosophers  on  his  side. 
Farewell. 

♦  FODteBeile. 
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FROM   THE   SAME. 


Of  the  war  now  canried  on  between  Trkuce  and  BnglaBd,  with  It* 

fiivolpiw  motlTiBi. 


Wbkb  an  Asiatic  jK^itiokiii  to  read  the  treatl^ 
of  pea^e  and  friendship  that  have  bees  aniiu- 
idly  makiog  for  more  than  an  hnndrad  years 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Eiirqse,  he  would 
probably  be  surprised  how  it  should  e^er  hap» 
pen  that  Christian  ppinoes  should  quarrel 
among  eaeh  other.  Their  compacts  for  peace 
are  drawn  up  with  the-  utmost  precifdon,  and 
ntiMd  with  the  gvei^eBt  sol^nnity ;  to  these 
eadi  j^arty  promises  a  sincere  and  inYiolabl# 
obedienceyandall  wear  the  appearance  of  open 
friendship  and>  unreserved  reconciliation. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  those  treaties,  the 
pe<^1e  of  Envope  are  almost  continually  at 
war.  There  is  nothing  more  easy  tlian  tor 
break  a  treaty  ratified  in  all  the  usual  formd, 
and  yet  neither  party  be  the  aggressor.  One 
side,  for  instance,  breaks  a  trifling  article  by 
mistake  ;  the  opposite-party,  upon  this,  makes 
a  smaU  bat  premddi€ated  reprisal ;  this  brings 
OH  a  return  of  greater  from  the  other ;  both 
sides  oemplain'of  hguries  and  infractions^ 
war  is  declared;  they  beat ;  are  beaten; 
some  two  or  three  hnindred  thousand  men  ar^ 


killed ;  they  gt^if  tfrdl  v  ^^^y^  6ff  just  where 
they  began  ;  and  so  sit  coolly  down  to  make 
new  treaties. 

The  English  and  French  seem  to  place 
themselves  foremo^  among  the  champion 
states  of  Europe.  Though  parted  by  a  nar- 
row sea^  yet  are  they  entirely  of  op]^ite  oha^ 
raeters  ^  and  from  their  Vicinity  are  taught 
to  fear  and  admire  eath  other*  They  are  at 
pi^ent  engaged  in  «  tery  deitifuctive  war^ 
hare  already  spilled  mlioh  blood,  ate  ^xcea^^ 
nicely  irritated  $  and  all  upon  account  Of  one 
sMe^s  desiring  to  wear  greaM  i|ilaniitieB  of 
ftm  thaft  the  other^ 

The  preiesit  ^f  the  war  is  ab^ut  sOm^  iMdo 
athouiMind  leagues  aff;  a  eonntry,  t)old,  de» 
solate,  and  hideous:  a  eountry  belonging  t« 
a  people  who  were  in  possession  for  time  im« 
memorial.  The  sayages  of  Gani^da  claim  a 
property  in  the  country  in  diiqmte ;  they  have 
all  dM  pretensions  which  long  possession  can 
coaler.  Here  they  had  reigned  for  ages  with«* 
out  rivals  in  dominion  ;  and  knew  noenemies 
but  the  {nrowUng  bear  or  insidious  tiger ;  their 
native  forests  produced  all  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  they  found  kwfgie  luxury  in  the  ^tk^ 
joyment.  In  this  maniier  they  mi^t  have 
continued  to  Kve  to  eternity,  had  not  the 
English  been  informed  that  these  oountries 
produoed  fots  in  great  abundance.  Froip  that 
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moment  the  cMHiatry  baeame  an  object  of  de- 
sire  ;  it  was  tonnd  that  furs  wore  things  Tory 
mueh  wanted  in  England ;  tbe  ladies  edged 
eome  of  thmr  oloches  witlifars,  and  mnflb  were 
worn  both  by  gentleBi0n  and  ladies.  In  short, 
fors  were  found  indispensably  neeessary  for 
llie  happiness  of  the  state ;  and  the  king  was 
consequently  petitioned  to  grant  not  only  the 
country  of  Canada,  but  all  the  saTages  be«. 
longing  to  it,  to  the  suligects  of  England,  in 
order  to  have  the  people  snj^plied  with  proper 
quantities  of  this  necessaiy  eprnttodity. 

So  Tery  reasonable  a  request  was  impie* 
diat^ly  complied  with,  and  large  colonies  wore 
sent  abroad  to  prcKJure  furs,  and  take  posses- 
sixm.  The  Frendi,  who  were  equally  in  want 
of  furs,  (for  they  were  as  fond  of  mufis  and 
tippets  as  the  English,)  made  the  very  same 
request  to  their  monarch,  and  met  with  the 
Mume  gracious  reception  from  their  king,  who 
generously  granted  what  was  not  his  to  give; 
Wherever  the  French  landed,  they  called  the 
country  their  own ;  and  the  English  took  pos- 
session whereTer  they  came  upon  the  same 
equitable  pretensions.  The  harmless  savages 
made  no  opposition ;  and,  could  the  intruders 
have  agreed  together,  they  might  peaceably 
have  shared  this  desolate  eountry  between 
tiiem.  But  they  quarrelled  about  the  boun^ 
daries  of  thdr  settlements,  about  grounds  and 
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rivers,  to  virhicb  neiUier  side  could  show  any- 
other  right  thaathat  of  power,  and  which  nei- 
ther could  occupy  but  by  usurpation.  Siioh  \^ 
the  contest,  that  no  honest  wan  can  heartily 
wish  success  to  either  party. 

The  war  has  continued  for  some  time  with 
various  success.  At  first  the  French  seemed 
victorious  ;  but  the  English  have  of  late  dis- 
possessed them  of  the  whole  country  in  dis- 
pute. Think  not,  however,  that  success  on 
one  side  is  the  harbinger  of  peace ;  on  the 
contrary,  both  parties  must  be  heartily  tired 
to  effect  even  a  temporary  reconciliation.  It 
should  seem  the  business  of  the  victorious 
party  to  offer  terms  of  peace ;  but  there  are 
many  in  England  who,  encouraged  by  sue-? 
cess,  are  for  still  protracting  the  war. 

The  best  English  politicians,  however,  are 
sensible  that  to  keep  their  present  conquests, 
would  be  rather  a  burthen  than  an  advantage 
to  them  :  rather  a  diminution  of  their  strength 
than  an  increase  of  power.  It  is  in  the  politic 
as  in  the  human  constitution  ;  if  the  limbs 
grow  too  large  for  the  body,  their  size,  instead 
of  improving,  will  diminish  the  vigour  of  the 
whole.  The  colonies  should  always  bear  an 
exact  proportion  to  the  mother  country ;  wrhen 
they  grow  populous,  they  grow  powerful,  and 
by  becoming  powerful,  they  become  inde- 
pendent also ;  thus  subordination  is  destroyedv 
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and  a  country  swallowed  up  in  the  extent  of 
its  own  dominions.  The  Turkish  empire 
would  be  more  fcHrmidable  were  it  less  exten- 
sive ;  were  it  not  for  those  countries,  which  it 
can  neither  command,  nor  giye  entirely  away ; 
which  it  is  obli^d  to  protect,  but  from  which 
it  has  no  power  to  exact  obedience. 

Yet,  obvious  as  these  truths  are,  there  are 
many  Englishmen  who  are  for  transplanting 
new  colonies  into  this  late  acquisition,  for  peo* 
pling  the  deserts  of  America  with  the  refuse 
of  their  countrymen,  and  (as  they  express  it) 
with  the  waste  of  an  exuberant  nation.  But 
who  are  those  unhappy  creatures  who  are  to 
be  thus  drained  away  f  not  the  sickly,  for 
they  are  unwelcome  guests  abroad  as  well  as 
at  home  ;  nor  the  idle,  for  they  would  starve 
as  well  behind  the  Appalachian  mountains  as 
in  the  streets  of  London.  This  refuse  is  com* 
posed  of  the  laborious  and  enterprising,  of 
such  men  as  can  be  serviceable  to  their  coun- 
try at  home :  of  men  who  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  the  sinews  of  the  people,  and  cherished 
with  every  degree  of  political  indulgence.  And 
what  are  the  commodities  which  this  colony, 
when'esiablished,  is  to  produce  in  return  ?  why, 
raw  silk,  hemp,  and  tobacco.  England,  there- 
fore, must  make  an  exchange  of  her  best  and 
bravest  subjects  for  raw  silk,  hemp,and  tobacco ; 

her  hardy  veterans  and  honest  tradesmen  must 
Vql.  I,  I 
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be  trucked  for  a  box  of  snuff  or  a  silk  petticoat. 
Strange  absurdity  !  Sure  the  politics  of  the 
Daures  are  not  more  strange,  who  sell  thdr 
religion,  their  lyives  and  their  Uberty>  for  a 
glass  beadj  or  a  paltry  penknife.    Farewell.    > 


LETTER  XVIII. 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


The  stprsr  of  the  .Chinese  matron. 


Ihe  English  love  their  wivejs  with  much  pas* 
sion,  the  HoUanders  with  much  prudence; 
the  English,  when  they  give  their  hands,  fre- 
quently give  their  hearts  :  the  Dutch  give  the 
hand  but  keep  the  heart  wisely  i.n  their  own 
possession.  The  English  love  with  violence, 
and  ex,pect  violent  love  in  return  ;  the  Dutch 
are  satisfied  with  the  slightest  acknowledg- 
ments, for  they  give  little  away.  The  English 
expend  many  of  the  matrimonial  comforts  in 
the  first  year ;  the  Dutchfrugally  husband  out 
their  pleasures,  and  are  always  constant,  be- 
cause they  are  always  indifferent. 

There  seems  very  little  difference  between 
a  Dutch  bridegroom  and  a  Dutch  husband. 
Both  ^ve  equally  possessed  of  the  same  cool 
unexpecting  serenity  ;  they  can  see.  neither 
Elysium  nor  Paradise  behind  the  curtain ;  and 
Yiffrow  is  not 4p^e  a  goddess  on  the  wedding 
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n^bt  than  after  twenty  years  matrimoninl 
ac4]u«tntaDce.  On  the  other  Hand,  many  of 
•*he  Bnglisfa  niarry  in-  order  to  have  one  happy 
innnth  in  their  lives  ;  they  seem'  ineapable  of 
looking  beyond  tlmt  period;  tfaey  unite  itt 
hopes  of  folding  rapture,  and  disappointed  in  ~* 

that,  disdain  ever  to  accept  of  happiness. 
From  hence  we  see  open  hatred  ensiiu ;  or  \ 

what  is  worse)  concealed  disgUBt  under  the  ^ 

appearance  of  fulsome  endearment.      Much  * 

formality^  great  civility,  and  studied  compli- 
ments are  exhibited  in  piibiic;  cross  looks, 
snlky  silence,  or  open  recrimination  till  up 
their  hours  of  private  entertainment. 

llence  I  am  taught,  whenever  I  see  a  new- 
married  coitple  more  than  ordinarily  fond  be- 
fore faces,  to  condder  theta  aa  attempting  to 
impose  upon  the  company  or  tfaemselvesj  ei- 
thtf  bating  eai^  other  heartily,  or  consuming 
that  stock  of  love  in  the  beginnlog  of  their 
course,  which  should  serve  them  through  their 
whole  journey.  Neither  side  should  expect 
those  iastanoes  of  kindness  which  are  incon- 
sistent with  true  freedom  or  happiness  to  be- 
stow. Love,  when  founded  in  the  heart,  will 
shew  ita^  in  a  thonsand  unpremeditated  sal- 
lies of  fondness  i  but  every  cool  deliberate 
exMhttioa  of  the  passion,  only  argvws  little 
understanding,  or  great  insmcer'it'y  ■ 
ChoaB^was  the  fondest  husband,  B.nAUan«v 
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the  most  endearing  ivife  in  aU  the  kin§^dom 
of  Korea ;  they  were  a  pattern  of  conjugal 
bliss  ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  around 
saWy  and  envied  their  felicity  ;  whereyerCho* 
ang  came,  Hansi  was  sure  to  >  follow :  and  in 
all  the  pleasures,  of  Hansi,.  CJboang  was  ad*- 
mitted  a  partner.  They  walked  hatid  in  hand 
wherever  they  appeared,  shewing  every  mark 
of  mutual  satisfaction,  embracing,  kissing ; 
their  mouths  were  for  ever  joined,  and,  to 
speak  in  the  language  of  anatomy,  it  was  with 
them  one  perpetual  anastomosis. 

Their  love  was  so  great  that  it  was  thought 
nothing  could  interrupt  their  mutual  peace  f 
when  an  aocident  happened,  which,  in  some 
measure,  diminished  the  husbaacl's  assuradee 
of  his  wife^s  fidelity  ;  for  love  so  refined  as  his,, 
w^  subject  to  a  thousand  little  disquietudes. 

Happening  to  go  one  day  alone  among  the 
tombs  that  lay  atjsomedistaneeifromhishouse, 
)ie  there  perceived  a  lady  dressed  in  the  deep- 
est mourning  (being  clothed  alloyerin  white^) 
fanning  the  wet  clay  that  was  raised  over 
one  of  th^  graves  with  a  laorge  fail;  whieh  she 
held  in  her  hand.  Chp^ng,  who  had  early 
been  taugiit  wisdom  in  the. /s^hopl  of  Lao^  wias 
linable  to  assign  a  cause  for  h^. present  em- 
ployment;, and  coming  up,  civilLy  deiKianded 
thereasoi\.  ^AJas,' replied  the  l^y^  her  ieyes 
bathed  in  te^x»%  ^  how  is  it  possihle  to  surTive 


tke  kiss  d  my  Imaboad,  wWlict  hunkd  ia  tUs 
gravef  he  was  the  best  ol  noen^  die  teaderest 
ei  haebMids ;  with  his  dyuig  breaitti  he  hid 
me  sever  marry  agaiB  tiU  the  earth  over  his 
grave  sheaU  )be,  dry ;  aad  hsn  yea  see  me 
steadily  resolviag  to  obey  Us  wiU^aad  Mdeal 
Touriag  to  dry  it  with  my  fas.  I  have  em*- 
ployed  two  whole  days  in  fuliUiBig  hie  eom-- 
maads,  aad  am  determined  not  to  marry  till 
they  are  punctaally  obeyed/evea  though  haa 
grave  shoold  take  up  four  days  in  dryings' 

Choangy  who  was  struek  with  thft  widow's 
beauty,  could  not,  however^  avoid  smilmg  at 
her  haste  to  be  married ;  but,  emioealing  the 
cause  of  his  mirth,  eiviUy  invited  her  home: : 
adding,  Vthat  he  bad  a  wife  who  might  be 
capable  of  giving  her  some  coneelation.'  As 
soon  as  he  and  his  guest  wese  retumed,  bie 
imparted  to  Hansi  in  private  what  he  had  seen, 
and  could  not  avoid  expressing  his  uneasiness^ 
that  sueh  might  be  h|s  owo  ease  if  his  dearest 
wife  should  one  day  happen  to  survive  him.. 

It  is  inqpossihle  to  describe  Hansi's  resent*- 
ment  at  so  unkind  a  suspicion.  As  her  pas*^ 
siott  for  him  was  not  only  gveal  but  extrem^y 
delicate,  she  employed  teara^  anger ,  frowns, 
imd  exclamations^  to  diide  Us  suspteions.; 
the  widow  herself  waainveigbed  against ;  and 
Hanai  dedared  she  wasreeoljfed  nev«r  to  sleep 
ufoder  the  same  roof  with  ai  wivtoh,  who^  like 

I  a 
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kier,  eotiUbbe  guilty  i»£  '8«ek  bftrefiiori  inceii^ 
Itasdyr ' «  Tlie  mifbt^  was  cold  and  starmjr^ 
howenier  idlie  strMf^  itnae  oUiged  to  seek  sii^ 
tber  icMlgiF^^  for  Gholiii'g'  Wiis  iiiii  dispo^ 
Miist^^ivd  ^amt  would  littve  her  wary  .^  >  - 
Tbe^  I^MQA^haflticdTeiily  biieii  ^eiie  a|i4iotir> 
when  atiblA  dit^ple*  of  Olieang*s,  whom  he 
bad  not  8ecaif<yr many  y^ts,  ^ame  to  piiy  }iim 
Hr  ^iiliti  H^  was  t^rtired  with  the  utmost 
t^tefkMfyp\ke€A  in  the  mast  honourable  seat 
at  stlpt>^t'y  lltid^tlteWih^  began  to  oiroulaljS 
with  gf^at  fr^i^m. '  ^ '  Ghdang  and  Hansi  >x. 
htbited  0)^ii>mftikd  tifiiitttualiend«raess,  aad 
unf^gned  reeondUiktidn^  nothing  (?onld  equal 
theb'>afp|Mtir^tl«  happi)!^  v  so  fond  m  husband, 
BO  obodilsnt 'a' wtfe^'fowoould  behold  witlioiU 
regretting '  tiKir  own*  ^nfelioity .  When  lo  t 
their  Uilp^Me^  Wad  al  onee  disturbed  by  a 
i«osrt  ffttal'^abc^entv  Choang  foil  lifeless  in 
an  apo^^tie^it'^peii  the  floor.  -Bvery  ^^ 
thodn^s  «i^dv  b^t  in  rain^  for  his  reeoveryi 
Han»f  Wfts  ^  fir^t'inisonsolable  for  his^atb; 
after  some '  liears,  however,  she  fo^ind  spiHts 
to  r^syd  \Ai  last  will.  The  ensnkig  day  she 
b^an  to  moraMze  and  talk  wisdom  ;  the  next 
day  she  was  i^ble  i6  comfort  the  young  disd«^ 
pie ;  aiid>'M  Che  thirds  to  shorten  a  lohg  story^ 
tiieybotfc  agreed  to  be  nsarried^ 
<«  The#^  ws^^  i^ow  fto  'longer  mourning  in  th^ 
apartments  ^  tli#'  body  of  Choang  was  now 
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thriMt  Idttf  %Vi  oM  c^iBn/asid  placed  iir  one  ctf 
the  meUtteiit  rootnSy' there  l#'lie  ntmttended 
wMitHeriivAeffeaeiAbBA  by  law  for  bis  intert 
menf.'  lo-the'ttkeatttHtfeHansi,  ainbthe  youngs 
disdiite  Wer«;  Arrayed  in  the  most  magnificMM 
hldii40 ;  the  bride  w(»re  in  hei^  nese:  a  jewel  of 
immenBoprk^e,  and  berlorer  wag  dressed  m 
all  the  fiiMry  ^  hie  former  master,  together 
trith  a  pair  of  *arttficial  whiskers  that  reached 
down  to  hi»toeft.  The  hour  of  their  nuptials 
was  arriTed;  the  whole  fannily  sympathized 
with  their  approaohidg^  happiness;  tbeapart^. 
iaients  werife  brightened  op  with  lights  that 
diffused  the  most  e^qiilsitcb  pierfume,  and  a 
lustre  more 'brrghi  tiiAi  ribori  day.  The  lady 
expected  het*  youthful  lover  in  an  inner  apart- 
ment with  ittipatieifee  '■;  when  his  servafbt  ap- 
proaching ^ith  terror  in  his  countenance,  in<- 
formed  her,'«htft  his  master  was  fallen  into 
a  lit,  which  would  certainly  be  mortal,  unless 
the  heayt  of  a*  man  lately  dead  could  be  oIk 
tained,  ^rid*  UppKed  U>  his  breast.  She  scarcely 
waited  to  'hear  the  end  of  his  story^  when, 
tucking  upher6l6itheSy  she  ran  with  a  mat^oefc 
in  her  hand<  to  ^'  cofiin  where  Ohoang  lay» 
resolTittg'to^appty  the  hea^t  of  her  dead  bus-* 
band  as  a  ^ure  for  the  liring.  ^  She  tberefi>re 
sttnek  the  Md  with  tha  utmost  ^ieience.  ift  a 
few  blows  the^coti»4IeW  opeii)^l^<^^t^erbody^ 
which  to  all  appearanci^  had  ften  dt^VMgftS 
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,to  move.  Terrific  at  the  9iglaij  HaMidrofifp^ 
the  mattock,  and  Cbo«Ag  walked  out,  astq- 
Hiahed  at  his  own  situation,  his  wife's  uBuaual 
magnificence,  and  her  more  amaiuig  surprise. 
He  went  among  the  apartm^its,  unable  to 
conceiTC  the  cause  of  so  much  splendour.  He 
was  not  long  in  suspense  before  his  don^esties 
informed  him  of  every  transaction  since  he 
first  became  insensible.  He  could  scarcely 
4)elieve  what  they  told  him,  and  went  in  pur  • 
suit  of  Hansi  herself,  in  order  to  receive  more 
certain  information,  or  to  reproach  her  infi* 
delity.  But  she  prevented  lus  reproaches  : 
he  found  her  weltering  in  blood ;  for  she  had 
stabbed  herself  to  the  heart,  being  unable  to 
survive  her  shame  and  disappointment. 

Choang,  being  a  philosopher,  was  too, wise 
to  make  any  loud  lamentations :  he  thought 
it  best  to  bear  his  loss  with  serenity :  so,  mend- 
ing up  the  old  coffin  where  ^  had  lain  him- 
self, he  placed  his  faithless  spouse  in  his  room ; 
and,  unwilling  that  so  many  nuptial  prepara- 
tions should  be  expended  ip  vain,  he  the  same 
night  married  the  widow  with  the  large  fan. 

As  they  both  were  apprised  of  the  foibles  of 
each  other  before  hand,  they  knew,  how  to  exr 
cuse  them  after  marriage.  They  Uved  toge* 
ther  for  many  years  in  great  tranquillity,  and 
not  expecting  rapture,  made  a  shift  ta  find 
contentment.    Farewell*. 


LETTER  XIX. 

TO  THE   SAME. 


The  EngBtli  mdtliod  of  treatinir  iromen  cavg^ht  in  adultery.    The 

Russian  method.    _ 


Tbe  gentleman  dressed  in  black,  who  was  my 
companion  through  Westminster  Abbey,  came 
yesterday  to  pay  me  a  yisit ;  and  after  drink- 
ing tes^  we  both  resolved  to  take  a  walk  toge« 
ther,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  freshness  of  the 
country,  which  now  begins  to  resume  its  ver- 
dure. Before  we  got  out  of  the  suburbs,  how*- 
ever,  we  were  stopped  in  one  of  the  streets  by 
a  crowd  of  people^  gathered  in  a  circle  round 
a  man  and  his  wife,  who  seemed  too  loud  and 
too  angry  to  be  understood.  The  people  were 
hi  gblypleased  with  the  dispute,  which  upon 
inquiry  we  found  to  be  between  Dr.  Cacafogo, 
an  apothecary,  and  his  wife.  The  doctor,  it 
seems,  coming  unexpectedly  into  his  wife^s 
apartment,  {ound  a  gentleman  there  in  circjimr 
stance£|  not  in  the  least  equivocal. 

The  doctor,  who  was  a  person  of  nice 
honour,  r^olving  to  revenge  the  flagrant  in- 
sult,. iqui|iediately  ^cw  to  the  chimney-piece, 
and  taking  down  a  rusty  blunderbuss,  drew 
the  trigger  upon  tb^  deifiler  of  his  bed ;  the 
4elinqufeiit  would  certainly  have  been  shot 
through  the  head,  but  that  tbe  piece  had  not 
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been  charged  for  many  years.  The  gallant 
made  a  shift  to  eseape  through  the  ivindow, 
but  the  lady  still  remained  ;  and>  as  she  well 
knew  her  husband's  temper,  undertook  to  ' 
manage  the  quarrel  without  a  second.  He 
was  furious,  and  she  loud ;  their  noise  had 
gathered  all  the  mob  who  charitably  assern** 
bled  on  the  occasion,  not  to  prevent,  but  to 
enjoy  the  quarrel. 

^  Alas  !'  said  I  to  my  companion,  ^  what  will 
become  of  this  unhappy  creature  thus  caught 
in  adultery  ?  Believe  me,  I  pity  her  from  my 
heart;  her  husband,  I  suppose,  will  shew 
her  no  mercy.  Will  they  burn  her  as  in  India, 
or  behead  her  as  in  Persia  ?  Will  they  load 
her  with  stripes  as  in  Turkey,  or  keep  her  in 
perpetual  imprisonment,  as  with  us  in  China  ? 
Prythee,  what  is  the  wife's  punishment  in 
England  for  such  offences  ?' — *  When  a  lady 
is  thus  caughttripping,'  repliedmy  companion, 

*  they  never  punish  her,  but  the  husband.' — 

*  You  surely  jest,'  interrupted  I ;    ^  I  am  a 
^     foreigner,  and  you  would  abuse  my  ignorance !' 

^  — *  I  am  really  serious,'  returned  he  :  *  Dr. 
Cacafogo  has  caught  his  wife  in  the  act ;  but^ 
as  he  had  no  witnesses,  his  small  testimony 
goes  for  nothing  ;  the  consequence,  there- 
fore, of  his  discovery  will  be,  that  she  will  be 
packed  off  to  live  among  her  relations,  and 
the  doctor^  must  be  obliged  to  allow  her  a 
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separate  miunt^aianoe.' — *  Amazing,*  cried  I ; 
^  is  it  not  eaougb,  that  she  is  permitted  to  lire 
separate  from  the  object  she  detest^,  but  must 
he  give  her  money  to  keep  her  in  spirits  too  ?* 
— *  That  he  must/  said  my  guide,  *  and  be 
called  a  cuckold  by  all  his  neighbours  into 
the  bargain.     The  men  wiU  laugh  at  him,  the 
ladies  ivill  pity  him  ;  and  all  that  his  warmest 
friends  can  say  in  his  farour  will  be,  that  the 
ptMT  good  soul  has  never  h€ui  any  harm  in 
kimJ* — '*  I    want    patience,'    interrupted    I ; 
*  what !  are  there  no  private  chastisements  for 
the  wife ;  no  schools  of  penitence  to  shew  her 
folly ;  no  rods  for  such  delinquents  ?' — '  Psha, 
man,'  replied  he  smiling,  ^  if  every  delinquent 
among  us  were  to  be  treated  in  your  manner^ 
one  half  of  the  kingdom  would  flog  the  other/ 
I  must  confess,  my  dear  Fum,  that  if  I  were 
an   English  husband,  of  all  things  I  would 
take  care  not  to  be  jealous,  nor  busily  pry  into 
those  secrets  my  wife  was  pleased  to  keep 
fromine.     Should  I  detect  her  infidelity,  what 
is  the  consequence  ?  If  I  calmly  pocket  the 
abuse,  I  am  laughed  at  by  her  and  her  gal- 
lant ;  if  I  talk  my  griefs  aloud  like  a  tragedy 
liero,  I  am  laughed  at  by  the  whole  world 
The  course  then  I  W4)uld  take  would  be,  when- 
ever I  went  out,  to  tell  my  wife  where  I  was 
goingj  lest  I  should  unexpectedly  meet  her 
abroad  in  company  with  some  dear  deceiver. 
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Whenever  I  returned^  I  would  use  a  peculiar 
rap  at  the  door,  and  give  four  loud  hems  as 
I  walked  deliberately  up  the  staircase.  I 
would  never  inquisitively  peep  under  her  bed, 
or  look  behind  the  curtains.  And  even  though 
I  knew  the  captain  was  there,  I  would  calmly 
take  a  dish  of  my  wife's  cool  tea,  and  talk  of 
the  army  with  reverence.* 

Of  all  nations,  the  Russians  seem  to  me  to 
behave  most  wisely  in  such  circumstances. 
The  wife  promises  her  husband  never  to  let 
him  see  her  transgressions  of  this  nature ;  and 
he  as  punctually  promises,  whenever  she  is  so 
detected,  without  the  least  anger,  to  beat  her 
without  mercy ;  so  they  both  know  what  e^ich 
has  to  expect;  the  lady  transgresses,  Is 
beaten,  taken  again  into  favour,  and  all  goes 
on  as  before. 

When  a  Russian  young  lady,  therefore,  is 
to  be  married,  her  father,  with  a  cudgel  in  his 
hand,  asks  the  bridegroom,  whether  he  chooses 
this  virgin  for  his  bride  ?  to  which  the  other 
replies  in  the  affirmative.  Upon  this,  the 
father  turning  the  lady  three  times  round, 
and  giving  her  three  strokes  with  his  cudgel 
on  the  back ;  *  My  dear,*  cries  he,  *  these  are 
the  last  blows  you  are  ever  to  receive  from 
your  tender  father ;  I  resign  my  authority, 
and  my  cudgel,  to  your  husband ;  he  knows 
better  than  me  the  use  of  either,*     The  bride- 
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groom  knows  decorupn  too  well  to  accept  of 
the  cudgel  abruptly  ;   he  assures  the  father 
that  the  lady  will  uever  want  it,  and  that  he 
would  not,  for  the  world,  make  any  use  of  it ; 
but  the  father,  who  knows  what  the  lady  may 
want  better  than  he,  insists   upon   his  ac- 
ceptance, upon  this  there  follows  a  scene  of 
Russian  politeness,  while  one  refuses,  and 
the  other  offers  the  cudgel.     The  whole,  how« 
ever,  ends  with  the  bridegroom's  taking  it ; 
upon  which  the  lady  drops  a  curtesy  in  token 
of  obedience,  and  the  ceremony  proceeds  as 
usual. 

There  is  something  excessively  fair  and 
open  in  this  method  of  courtship :  by  this  both 
sides  are  prepared  for  all  the  matrimonial 
adventures  that  are  to  follow.  Marriage  has 
been  compared  to  a  game  of  skill  for  life ;  it 
is  generous  thus  in  both  parties  to  declare 
they  are  sharpers  in  the  beginning.  In  Eng- 
land, I  am  told,  both  sides  use  every  art  to 
conceal  their  defects  from  each  other  before 
marriage,  and  the  rest  of  their  lives  may  be 
regarded  as  doing  penance  for  their  former 
dissimulation.     Farewell. 


Vol.  I. 
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LETTER  XX. 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


8oMe  aeeottnt  of  tlie  v«p«Mic  of  iMten  fai  Bnf  land. 


The  republic  of  letters  is  a  very  common  ex- 
pression among  the  Europeans ;  and  yet  when 
applied  to  th^  learned  of  Europe,  is  the  most 
absurd  that  can  be  imagined,  since  nothing 
is  more  unlike  a  republic  than  the  society 
which  goes  by  that  name.  From  this  ex- 
pression one  would  be  apt  to  imagine,  that  the 
learned  were  united  into  a  single  body,  join- 
ing their  interests,  and  concurring  in  the  same 
design.  From  this  one  might  be  apt  to  com^ 
pare  them  to  our  literary  societies  in  China, 
where  each  acknowledges  a  just  subordina- 
tion ;  and  all  contribute  to  build  the  temple 
of  science,  without  attempting,  from  ignorance 
or  envy,  to  bbstruct  each  other. 

But  very  difierent  is  the  state  of  learning 
here ;  every  member  of  this  fancied  republic 
is  desirous  of  governing,  and  none  willing  to 
obey  ;  each  looks  upon  his  fellow'  as  t  tival, 
not  an  assistant  in  the  same  pursuit.  They 
calumniate,  they  injure,  they  despise,  they 
ridicule  each  other ;  if  one  man  writes  a  book 
that  pleases,  others  shall  write  books  to  shew 
that  he  might  have  given  still  greater  plea^ 
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sure,  or  should  not  haye  pleased.  If  one  hap« 
pen  to  hit  upon  something  new,  there  ^re 
numbers  ready  to  assure  the  public  that  all 
this  was  no  noYelty  to  th^m  or  ^the  learned  ; 
that  Cardanus,  or  Brunus,  or  some  other  au^ 
thor  too  dull  to  be  generally  read,  had  antici- 
pated the  discovery.  Thug,  instead  of  uniting 
like  the  members  of  a  commonwealth,  they 
are  divided  into  almost  as  many  factions  as 
there  are  men  :  and  their  jarring  constitution, 
instead  of  being  styled  a  republic  of  letters^ 
should  be  entitled  an  anarchy  of  literature. . 

It  is  true,  there  are  some  of  superior  abilities 
-who  reverence  and  esteem  each  other;  bu^ 
fCheir  mutual  admiration  is  not  sufficient  to 
shield  off  the  contempt  of  the  crowd.  The 
wise  are  but  fewy  and  they  praise  with  a  feeble 
voice ;  the  vulgar  are  many  and  roar  in  re- 
proaches«  The  truly  gr^^t  seldom  unite  in 
societies  ;  have  few  meetings,  no  cabals  ;  tba 
dunces  hunt  in  full  cry  till  they  have  run 
down  a  reputation,  and  then  snarl  and  fight 
with  each  other  about  dividing  the  spoUi 
Here  you  may  gee  the  compilers  and  the  book- 
answerers  of  every  month,  when  they  have 
cut  up  som^  respectable  name,  most  frequently 
reproaching  each  other  with  stupidity  and 
dulness  ;  resembling  the  wolves  of  the  Rus- 
sian forest,  who  prey  upon  venison,  pr  horse^ 
flesh,  when  they  can  get  it;  but,  in  eases  of 
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necessity,  lying  in  wait  to  devour  each  other. 
While  they  have  new  books  to  cut  up,  they 
make  a  hearty  meal ;  but  if  this  resource 
should  unhappily  fail,  then  it  is  that  critics 
eat  up  critics,  and  compilers  rob  from  com- 
pilations. 

Confucius  observes,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  learned  to  unite  society  more  closely,  and 
to  persuade  men  to  become  citizens  of  the 
world;  but  the  authors  I  refer  to,  are  not 
only  for  disuniting  society,  but  kin^oms 
also  :  if  the  English  are  at  war  with  Fratice, 
the  dunces  of  France  think  it  their  duty  to 
be  at  war  with  those  of  England.  Thus 
Feron,  one  of  their  first-rate  scribblers,  thinks 
proper  to  characterize  all  the  English  writers 
in  the  gtoss :  5  Their  whole  merit  (says  he) 
consists  in  exaggeration;  and  often  in  extra- 
vagance ;  correct  their  pieces  as  you  please,' 
there  still  remstins  a  leaven  y^h\ch  corrupts 
the  whole.  They  sometimes  discover  genius, 
but  not  the  smallest  share  of  taste :  England 
is  not  a  soil  for  the  plants  of  genius  to  thrive 
in.'  This  is  open  enough,  with  not  the  least 
adulation  in  the  picture  ;  but  hear  what  a 
Frenchman  of  acknowledged  abilities  says 
upon  the  same  subject :  ^  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
determine  in  what  we  excel  the  English,  or 
where  they  excel  us ;  wheii  I  compare  the 
merits  of  both  in  any  one  species  «>f  literary 
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eomposHioii,  sirinaiiy  reputable  and  pleaiiiiig' 
writars  present  themseltes  from  eMher  conti-^ 
try,  that  my  judgment  rests  hi  snsrpeiise:  I 
am  pleased  frith  the  disqtnsitton,  frfthotit 
finding^  the  object  <if  my  inquiry .*  But  test 
you  should  think  the  French  alone  are  faulty 
in  Ais  respect,  hear  how  an  English  journalist 
defiTers^  his  sentiments  of  them  :  ^  We  are 
amassed  (says  he)  to  find  so  many  works  trans^ 
lated  from  the  French,  white  we  have  such 
numbers  neglectedof  oiir  own.  In  our  opinion, 
notwithstanding  their  fame  throughout  the 
rest  <i|f  Burope,  the  Frent;h  are  the  inost  eon- 
temptiUe  reasoners  (we  had  almost  said 
writes)  that  can  be  imagined.  However, 
neyerdietess,  excepting,  &c/  Another  English 
writer,  Sfaaftsbury,  if  I  risimember,  on  the  con- 
^ry,8ays  ^latthe  French  authors  arepleas^ 
iBg  and  judicious,  more  dear,  mone  methodi- 
cal, aard  entertaining,  than  those  of  his  own 
country. 

From  these  opposite  pictures  yoii  perceive 
that  the  good  authors  of  either  country  praise^ 
anil  the  bad  revile  each  oflier ;  *and  yet,  per- 
haps, you  will  he  surprised' that  ind^eredt 
writers  fAould  thus  be  the'itiost  apt  to  cen* 
sure, as  they  havethe most toappirehend frdm 
recrimiBatioii ;  you  may  perhaps  imagine  jihai 
such'  as  are  posseiised  of  fame  themsdves, 

shovAd  be  most  ready  to  declare  tileir  opinions, 
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since  what  they  say  miybt  pa^  for  depiaion* 
But  the  tmth  happens  to  b^,  that  the.  grafU; 
i|re  solicitous  only  of  raising  ^their-own  repu^- 
tatioBs,  lyhiJbe  l;fae  opposite  di^s>  a^s!  are 
soUcitons  of  .bringing  every  reputation  down 
to  a  leird  with  their  own. 

.  But  let  us  ac^quitlhem  of  malice  and  eniry  <; 
a  oriii^  is  often  guided  by  the  same  j^otiires 
that  direct  his  author.  The  author  endea- 
YOurs  ta  persuade  us  that  ^e  has  written  >  a 
good  book  f  the  critic  ^  equally  solicitous  to 
show  that  be  could  write  a  better,  had  b^ 
thought  proper.  4  critic  is  a  being  poss«es6e4 
pf  all  the  vanity,  but  not  the  g^eniiis,  of  a 
scholar;  incapable  firom.hisjnative  wea|uief»9 
of  lifting  himself  (rjom  the  ground,  lie  aftpUe^ 
to  contiguous  merit  for  support ;  makes  the 
sportive  sallies  of  another's  imagijaaiion  hv9 
serious  employment,  pretends  to  take  oiur  feel- 
ings under  his  care,  teacbes  where  %9  con- 
demn, where  to  lay  the  emphasis  of  praise; 
and  may  with  as  much  justice  be  called  a  npan 
of  taste,  as  the  Chinese  who  measures  his 
wisdom  by  the  length  of  his  nails. 

If  tli^n  a  book  spirited  or  hi|morous  bap-^ 
pen  to  aj^ar  in  the  republic  of  letters,  several 
critics  are  in  waiting  to  bid  the  public  not  to 
laugh  at  a  single  line  of  it,^  for  themsdves  had 
read.it ;  and.  they  know  what  is  most  proper 
to  excite  laughter.    Other  crMios  contradict 
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S]^der8;  and  assure  the  public  that  they  ought 
to  legugh .  ultbiMit  restraint.  Another  set  are 
in  the  mean  time  quietly  em]^yed  ia  writing 
notes  to  the  book,  intended  to  show  the  par- 
ticular passages  to  be  laughed  at ;  when  theise 
are  out,  others  still  there  are  who  write  notes 
upon  notes :  thns  a  single  new  book  en^leys 
not  only  th^  paper-makers,  the  printers,  the 
pressmen,  the  bool^binders,  the  hawkers,  but 
twenty  critics,  and  as  many  compilers.  In 
short,  the  body  of  the  learned  may  be  com- 
pared to  a  Petrsiap  army,  where  there  are 
many  pipaeers,  several  suttlers,  numberless 
serTants,  women  and  children  in  abundanei^, 
and  but  few  soldiers.    Adieu. 


LETTER  XXI. 

TO   THE   SAME. 


The  Chmese  ipoet  ta  »ee  a  play. 


X  HE  English  are  as  fond  of  seeing  plays  acted 
as  the  Chiaese ;  but  there  is  a  vast  difference 
in  the  manner  of  condiijging  them.  We  play 
pur  pieces  in  the  open  air,  the  English  theirs 
under .  cover; ;  we  act  by  day-light,  they  by 
the  blaze  of  torches.  One  of  our  plays  coh- 
.tinues  eight  ^or  teli  days  sacoessively ;    an 
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En^ish  ^iece  seldom  tsikes  it^  aboTt^ .  fow 
liours  in  the  r^resentatttoti. 

My  companion  in  Mai^,  with  whom  i  am 
now  beginning  to  contract  an  intimacy^  intro^ 
dnced  me  a  few  nights  ago  to  the  j^y-house, 
where  we  placed  ourselyes  conveniently  at  the 
foot  of  the  stage.  As  the  curtain  was  not 
dl*awn  before  my  arriTal^  i  had  an  opportunity 
of  obserring  the  behaviour  of  the  spectators^ 
and  indulging  those  reflections  which  novelty 
generally  inspires. 

The  rich  in  general  were  placed  in  the 
lowest  seats,  and  the  poor  rose  above  them  iq 
degrees  proportioned  to  their  poverty.  Tli<6 
order  of  precedence  seemed  here  inverted; 
those  who  were  undermost  all  the  day,  now 
enjoyed  a  temporary  eminence  and  became 
masters  of  the  ceremonies.  It  was  they  who 
called  for  the  music,  indulging  every  noisy 
freedom,  and  testifying  all  the  insolence  of 
beggary  in  exaltation. 

They  who  held  the  middle  region  seemed 
not  so  riotous  as  those  above  them,  nor  yet  so 
tame  as  those  bdiow ;  to  judge  by  their  looks, 
many  of  them  seemed  strangers  thare  as  weH 
as  myself;  they  wer^ghiefly  employed^  during 
this  period  of  expectation,  in  eating  oranges, 
reading  the  story  of  the  play,  or  making  as- 
stghations. 

These  who  sat  in  the  lowest  i^ws,  which 
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ace  called  the  pit,  seemed  to  consider  them- 
selves as  judges  of  the  merit  of  the  poet  and 
tbe  performers  ;  they  were  assembled  partly 
to  be  amused,  and  partly  to  show  their  taste ; 
appearing  to  labour  under  that  restraint  which 
an  affectation  of  superior  discernment  gene- 
rally produces.     My  companion,  howcTer,  in- 
formed me,  that  not  one  in  an  hundred  of  them 
knew, even  the  first  principles  of  criticism; 
that  they  assumed  the  right  of  being  censors 
because  there  was  none  to  contradict  their  pre- 
tensions ;  and  that  every  man  who  now  called 
himself  a  comioisseur,  became  such  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes'. 

Those  who  sat  in  the  boxes  appeared  in  the^ 
most  unhappy  situation  of  all.  The  rest  of 
the  audience  came  merely  for  their  own  amuse- 
ment ;  these  rather  to  furnish  out  a  part  of  the 
entertainment  themselves.  I  could  not  avoid 
considering  them  as  acting  parts  in  dumb' 
shew,  not  a  courtesy  or  .nod  that  was  not  the 
result  of  art ;  nor  a  look  tior  a  smile  that  wa? 
not  designed  for  murder.  Gentleqiien  and 
ladies  ogled  each  other  through  spectacles  ; 
for  my  companion  observed,  that  blindnesa 
was  of  late  becon^e  lafiihionable,  all  affected 
indifference  and  ease,  while  their  hearts  at  the 
same  time  burned  for  conquest.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  lights,  the  music,  the  ladies  in  thc^ 
gayedt  dresses,  tiie  men  with  cheerftiUiess  and 
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expectation  in  their  looks,  all  can${Mre4  to 
make  a  most  agreeable  picture^  and  to  fill  ^a 
heart  that  sympathizes  at  human .  happiness 
with  an  expressible  serenity. 

The  expected  time  for  the  play  to  begin  at 
last  arrived,  the  curtain  was  drawn,  and  the 
actors  came  on.  A  woman,  who  personated 
a  queen,  came  in  courtesying  to  the  audience, 
who  clapped  their  hands  upon  her  appearance. 
Clapping  of  hands  is,  it  seemjs,  the  manner  of 
applauding  in  England ;  the  manner  is  ab- 
surd, but  every,  country^  you  know,  has  its 
peouliar  absurdities.  I  was  equally,  sur-* 
prised,  however,  at  the  submission  of  tbQ 
actress,  who  should  have  considered  herself  as 
a  qtieen>  as  at  the  little  discernment  of  the 
audi^oe  who  gave  her  such  marks  of  applause 
bdTore  i^he  attempted  to  deserve  themi  Pre-^ 
Uminaries  between  her  and  the  audience  being 
thus  adjusted,  the  dialogue  was  supporte^^be-. 
tween  her  and  a  most  hopeful  youth,  who  acted 
the  part  of  her  confidant.  They  both  appeared 
in  extreme  distress.,  for  it  seems  the  queen  had 
lost  a  child  some  fifteen  years  before^  and  still 
keeps  its  dear  resemblance  next  her  heart, 
while  her  kind  companion  bore  a  part  in  her 
sorrows. 

H^  lamentations  grew  loud,  comfort  is 
jtfered,  but  she  detests  the  very  sound.  She 
bids  them  preach  comfort  to  the  winds.  Upon: 
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this  lier  htrsband  ootnes  in,  who,  seeing  the 
queen  so  muth  afflieted,  can  himself  hardly 
refrain  from  tears  or  ayoid  partaking  in  the 
soft  distress.  After  thus  grieving  through 
three  scenes,  the  curtain  dropped  for  the  first 
act. 

' '  Truly/  said  I  to  my  companion,  ^  these 
kings  and  queens  are  T^ry  Much  disturbed  at 
no  very  great  misfortune  ;  certain  I  am,  ware 
people  of  humbler  stations  to  act  in  this  maii^ 
ner,  they  would  be  thought  diTested  of  com* 
mon  sense.^  I  had  scarcely  finished  this  ob- 
seryation,  when  the  curtain  rose,  and  the  king 
came  on  in  a  violent  passion.  His  wife  had, 
it  seems,  refused  his  proffered  tenderness,  had 
spumed  his  royal  embrace;  and  he  seemed 
resolved  not  to  survive  her  fierce  disdain. 
After  he  had  thus  fretted,  and  the  queen  bad 
fretted  through  the  second  act,  the  curtain 
was  let  down  onde  more. 

**  Now,'  says  my  companion,  ^  you  perceive 
the  king  to  be  a  man  of  spirit,  he  feels  at  every 
pore :  one  of  youlr  phlegmatic  sons  of  clay 
wouM  have  given  the  queen  her  own  way,  and 
let  her  come  to  herself  by  degrees ;  but  the 
king  is  for  immediate  tenderness  or  instant 
death ;  death  and  tenderness  are  leading  pas- 
sions of  everyl  modem  buskined  hero  ;  Oa^ 
monoent  they  embrkce,  and  the  next  stab,  mix' 
ing  daggers  and  kisses  in  erery  period.' 
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I  ivas  i^oing  to  second  his  remarks,  when 
my  attention  was  engrossed  by  a  new  object ; 
a  man  came  in  balancing  a  straw  iipon  his 
nose,  and  the  audience  w^re  clapping  their 
bands  in  all  the  raptures  of  applause.  ^  To 
what  purpose,'  cried  I, '  does  this  unmeaning 
figure  make  his  appearance ;  is  he  a  part  of 
the  plot  ?' — ^  Unmeaning,  do  you  call  him  7' 
replied  my  friend  in  black  ;  ^  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  characters  of  the  whole  play, 
nothing  pleases  the  people  more  than  seeing  a 
straw  balanced ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  mean- 
ing in  the  straw ;  there  is  something  suited 
to  every  apprehension  in  the  sight ;  and  a  fel- 
low possessed  of  talents  like  these  is  sure  of 
making  liis  fortune. 

The  third  act  now  began  with  an  actor  who 
came  to  inform  us  that  he  was  the  yillain  of 
the  play,  and  intended  to  show  strange  things 
before  all  was  over.  He  was  joined  by  ano- 
ther, who  seemed  as  much  disposed  for  mis- 
chief as  he;  their  intrigues  continued  through 
this  whole  division.  ^  If  that  be  a  villain,^ 
said  I, '  he  must  be  a  very  stupid  one  to  tell 
his  secrets  without  being  asked  ;  such  solilo- 
quies of  late  are  never  admitted  in  China.' 

The  noise  of  clapping  interrupted  me  once 

more ;  a  child  of  six  years  old  was  learning 

^    ^  dance  on  the  stage,  which  gave  the  ladies 

and  mandarines  infinite  satisfaction.     ^  I  am 
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sorry/  said  I,  ^  to  see  the  pretty  creatare  so 
early  learning  so  ba4  a  trade  >  dancing  being, 
I  presume,  as  contemptible  here  as  in  China.^ 
r — ^  Quite  the  reverse/  interrupted  my  com- 
pani^m,  '  dancing  is  a  very  reputable  and  gen- 
teel ^employment  here ;  men  have  a  greater 
chance  for  encouragement  from  the  merit  of 
their  heels  than  their  heads.  One  who  jumps 
up  and  flourishes  his  toes  three  fiimts  before 
he  comes  to  the  ground,  may  have  three  hun- 
dred a  year;  he  who  flourishes  them  four 
times,  gets  four  hundred  ;  but  he  who  arrives 
at  five  is  inestimable,  and  may  demand  what 
salary  he  thinks  proper.  The  female  dancers 
too  are  valued  for  this  sort  of  jumping  and 
crossing  :  and  it  is  a  cant  word  among  them, 
that  she  deserves  most  who  riiows  highest. 
But  the  fourth  act  is  begun,  let  us  be  atten- 
tive.' 

In  the  fourth  act  the  queen  finds  her  long- 
lost  child,  now  grown  up  into  a  youth  of  smart 
parts  and  great  qualifications  ;  wherefore,  she 
wisely  considers  that  the  crown  will  fit  his  head 
better  than  that  of  her  husband,  whom  she 
knows  to  be  a  driveller.  The  king  discovers 
her  design,  and  here  comes  on  the  deep  dis- 
tress ;  he  loves  the  queen,  and  he  loves  the 
kingdom ;  he  resolves,  therefore,  in  order  to 
possess  both,  that  her  son  must  di^.    The 

queen  exclaims  at  his  barbai;ity,  is  frantic 
Vol,  I.  L 
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with  rage,  and  at  length,  oyercome  with  sor- 
row, fatls  into  a  fit ;  upon  which  the  cartain 
drops,  and  the  act  is  concluded. 
'  *  Observe  the  art  of  the  poet,'  cries  my  com* 
panion*;  'when  the  ^ueen  can  say  no  more, 
she  falls  into  a  fit.  While  thus  her  eyes  are 
shut,  ^hile  she'  is  supported  in  the  arms  of 
AUgail,  what  horrors  do  we  not  fancy !  we 
feel  it  in  every  nerve ;  take  my  word  for  it, 
that  fits  are  the  true  aposiopesis  of  modern 
tragedy.' 

The  fifth  act  began,  and  a  busy  piece  it 
was.  Scenes  shifting,  trumpets  sounding, 
mobs  hallooing,  carpets  spreading,  guards 
bustling  from  one  door  to  another ;  gods, 
dsemons,  daggers,  racks,  and  ratsbane.  But 
whether  the  king  was  killed,  or  the  queeg^was 
drowned,  or  the  son  was  poisoned,  I  have 
absolutely  forgotten. 

When  the  play  was  over,  I  could  not  avoid 
observing,  that  the  persons  of  the  drama  ap- 
peared in  as  much  distress  in  the  first  act  as 
the  last :  *  How  is  it  possible,'  said  I,  *  to 
sympathize  with  them  through  five  long  acts  ! 
Pity  is  but  a  short-lived  passion  ;  I  hate  to 
hear  an  actor  mouthing  trifles,  neither  start- 
ings,  strainings,  nor  attitudes  affect  me,  un- 
less there  be  cause  :v  after  I  have  been  once 
V  or  twice  deceived  by  those  unmeaning  alarms, 
my  heart  sleeps  in  peace^  probably  unaffected 
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by  the  priacipal  distress.  There  should  be 
one  great  passion  aimed  at  by  the  actor  as 
well  as  the  poet,  all  the  rest  should  be  subor- 
dinate, and  only  contribute  to  make  that  the 
greater ;  i£  the  actor,  therefore,  exclaim  upon 
every  occasion  in  the  tones  of  despair,  he  at- 
tempts to  move  us  too  soon ;  he  anticipates 
the  blow,  he  ceases  to  affect,  though  he  gains 
our  applause. 

I  scarcely  perceived  that  the  audience  were 
almost  all  departed,  wherefore  mixing  with 
the  crowd,  my  companion  and  I  got  into  the 
street ;  where,  essaying  an  hundred  obstacles 
from  coach  wheels  and  palanquin  poles,  like 
birds  in  their  flight  through  the  branches  of  a 
forest,  after  various  turnings,  we  both  at 
length  got  home  in  safety.    Adieu. 


LETTER  XXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


The  Chinese  philotopher*t  ton  made  a  slave  in  Persia. 


Xh£  letter  which  came  by  the  way  of  Smyrna, 
and  which  you  sent  me  unopened,  was  from 
my  son.  As  I  have  permitted  you  to  take 
copies  of  aU  thofi^  I  sent  to  China,  you^nHght 
have  made  no  ceremony  in  opening  those' di- 

L  2 
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rected  to  me.  Either  in  joy  or  sorrow,  my 
friend  should  participate  in  my  feelings.  ^  It 
would  ^ye  pleasure  to  see  a  good  man  pleased 
at  my  success;  it  would  gi?e  almost  equal 
pleasure  to  see  him  sympathize  at  my  disap- 
pointment.^ 

Every  account  I  received  from  the  East 
seems  to  come  loaded  with  some  new  afflic- 
tion. My  wife  and  daughter  were  taken  from 
me,  and  yet  i  sustained  the  loss  with  intre- 
pidity; my  son  is  made  a  slave  among  the 
barbarians,  ^hich  was  the  only  blow  that 
could  have  reached  my  heart:  yes,  I  will  in- 
dulge the  transports  of  nature  for  a  little,  in 
ord^  to  show  I  can  overcome  them  in  the  end^ 
^  True  magnanimity  consists  not  in  never 
falling  :  but  in  rising  every  time  we  fall.^ 

When  our  mighty  emperor  had  published 
his  displeasure  at  my  departure,  and  seized 
upon  all  that  was  mine,  my  son  was  privately 
secreted  from  his  resentment.  Under  the 
protection  and  guardianship  of  Fum  Hoam, 
the  best  and  the  wisest  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
China,  he  was  for  some  time  instructed  in  the 
,  learning  of  the  missionaries,  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  East.  But  hearing  of  my  adventures, 
and  incited  by  filial  piety,  he  was  resolved  to 
follow  my  fortunes,  and  share  my  distress. 

He  passed  theconfines  of  Chinain  disguise, 


V 
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liiced  lm|i8(df  as  n  eaiael-dfiy^r  to  a  o^raTaii 
that  was  crossing  the  desf  rts  of  Thibet,  and 
was  witbiii  one  day^s  jouriiey  of  the  river 
Jjaur,  which  divides  that  country  from  India^ 
when  a  body  of  wandering  Tartars  falling 
unexpectedly  upon  the  caravans^  plundered 
it,  and  made  tiiose  who  escaped  their  fimt 
fury  slaves*  By  those  he  was  led  into  the  ex- 
tensive and  desolate  regions  that  border  on 
the  shores  of  the  Aral  lake. 

Here  he  lived  by  hunting ;  and  was  obliged 
to  supply  evwy  day  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  spoil,  to  regale  his  savage  mast^s.  His 
learning,  his  virtues,  and  even  his  beauty, 
vfere  qaaMcationa  that  no  way  served  to  re- 
commend him ;  they  know  ne  merit,  bat  that 
of  i^oviding  large  quantities  of  mHk  and  Irjaw 
flesh;  and.  were  sensible  of  no  happiness  but 
that  of  rioting  0n  the  undressed  m^al . 

Some  merchants  from  Mescbed,  however, 
coming  to  trade,  vf ith  the  Tartars  for  /slay^, 
he  was  sold  amopg  tb^  imnihet!,.  and  lied  into 
the  kingdom  of  Persia,  where  he  is  now.  der 
tallied.  He  is  there  obliged  to  watch  tbo  looks 
of  a  voluptaouar  and  oruel  iiia8t^i:,ainaiVfoa4 
of  pleasure  yet.  inoapable^  of  re^n^ meat,  wb<Mi| 
many  years  service  in  wa^r  has  taught  pi#^ 
but  not  Vav^fy* '  :  :] :  /;    I,  : 

That  treasure  which  I  still  keep  within  my 

bosom,  niy  ctdl4»my  aU  that  i^a,^  li^tj'to  me^ 
•  L  3 
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thbf  Why  liat^  I  b^Q  im^^dnoed  into  ilhis 
mortal  apaftnieiilt,  to  be  a  ist^e^tttoi^  of  my  oWi^ 
Daisfortttties,  and  the  midfortunes  of  my  feltow^ 
ereatures  ?  Wliet^Ver  I  tui^Dj  what  a  labyi4iit& 
Of  doubt,  error,  atid  disapj^Ohitinent  aj^f^rs ! 
Why  was  I  brovrg'ht'iiito  bein^ ;  for  wbfti  put*^ 
pesos  made ;  from  whence  have  I  eonfo ;  WhU 
tiier  strayed  ;  or  to  whatte^ions  am  I  hasteni 
ing  ?  Reason  cannot  re^lire.  It  lends  a  ray 
lo  show  the  horrors  of  my  prison,  bnt  not  a 
light  to  guide  me  to  eseape  th^m  *  Ye  basted 
iFofelations  of  the  earth,  how  Uttfe  do  you  aid 
tiie  enquiry! 

-  How  am  I  rarpriaed  at  liie  iticsqleifftefiey  e€ 
the  magi!  their  two  prineij^los  of  good  and 
eiril  ainright  me.  The  Iiidiaari  Wbtv  bathes  bia 
visage  in  urine,  and  calls  it  piety,  strikes  m^ 
with  astooislHnent.  The  Ohristiao  who  be^ 
lieyes  in  three  gods  is  highly  absurd;  The 
Jews  who  pretend  that  deity  is  ^Ic^slsd  wtth 
the  eflFhsiOtf  c^  biodd^  are  nidt  less  displeasing. 
I  am  equally  stii'prised^  ttiat  rationtil  belogs 
can  com^  from  the  eictremities  of  -  thb  edi^hU^ 
ordi^i'  to  kts<»  a  stotie,  or  se^tei^  pebbles.  Ho«^ 
eontt^  to^  reason  ai'e  th^se  1  •  and  yet  ait  pr^ 
C«id  to  teach  me  t6  be  happy.  •  ^  I  ''  ^ 
Surely  all  men  are  blind  atid  igttol^llt  of 

innn  AttiDUitluMuiied, tile  ATsbitiii  p06  \'*^  \   >    • 
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truth*  M anldiHl  wanders,  tinkiM^iHn^  his  way, 
from  Bionda^  till  eTeDiiig.  Where  shall  we 
turn  after  hapjfMness  ;  or  is  it  wisest  to  de^vt 
froni  the  pursait  ?  Like  reptiles  in  a  eonier  <rf 
some  stupendous  palace,  W6  peep  iVom  ovk 
holes,  look  about  us,  wonder  at  all  we  see,  iMSt 
are  ignorant  of  the  great  architect's  design  ; 
O  for  a  reTclation  of  himself^  for  a|)lan  of  hiB 
universal  system !  O,  for  the  reasons  df  our 
creation  ;  or  why  were  We  treated  to  be  thus 
unhappy !  If  we  are  to  experience  no  other 
feliotty  but  what  this  Hfe  affidfds,  then  are  we 
miserable  indeed  ;  if  we  are  bom  only  to  look 
'about  us,  repine  and  die,  then  has  heaTon  been 
g>ailty  of  injustice.  If  this  life  terminate  my 
existence,  I  despise  the  blessings  of  Profiii. 
delice,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  giver ;  if  this  life 
bo  my  all,  let  the  following  epitaph  be  writiea 
o&  the  tomb  of  Altangi  z^^By  my  father^$ 
crimes  I  received  this  :  by  my  onm  crimes  jT 
imqm^tkit  te  pmierOy  / 


LETTER  XXIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


'■  I       I 


T]i<^  English  rabfcription  in  foyowR  of  the  Frenc|i  prisoners  eom- 

IteMuMl*  •  ■  •  ■  i  :•'■,»  • 

.-.'■■..I  '■   ;    n    lilt  t*   i)\   i     :   ■       r-  ,:    ,   <■ 

Y'ttty  whik  r  sotnetiiiies  Taiiieht  the^  case  of 
hutoanity  andth^depftilrity  t>f  h^mah  Minf^ 
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tbere  bow  and  then  appear  g^m^  #f  greats 
Hess  that  serre  to  reliey^  the  eye,  o^^resB^d 
with  the  hideous  prospect ;  and  resemble  those 
cultivated  spots  that  ate  sometimes  found  in 
the  midst  of  an  Asiatic  wilderness.  I  see 
many  superior  excellences  among  the  English^ 
which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  all  their  follies 
to  hide:  I  see  virtues,  which  in  other  coun^- 
tries  are  known  only  to  a  few,  practised  here 
by  every  rank  of  people, 

I  Know  not  whether  it  proceed  from  their 
superior  opulence  that  the  English  are  more 
charitable  than  the  rest  of  mankind  ;  whether 
by  being  possessed  of  all  the  conveniences  of 
life  themselves,  they  have  more  leisure  to  p^«* 
x)eiye  the  uneasy  situation  of  the  distressed ; 
whatever  be  the  motive,  they  are  not  only  the 
most  ohatitable  of  any  other  nation,  but  most 
judicious  in  distinguishing  the  ptoper^st  oh* 
jeets  of  compassion. 

In  other  countries  the  giver  is  generally  in^ 
fluenced  by  the  immediate  impulse  of  pity; 
his  generosity  is  exerted  as  much  to  relieve  his 
own  uneasy  sensations,  a^  to  colnfort  the  ob- 
ject in  distress.  In  England,  benefactions 
are  of  a  more  general  nature.  Some  men  of 
fortune  and  universal  benevolence  propose  the 
proper  objects  ;  the  wants  and  the  merits  of 
the  petitioners  are  canvassed  by  the  peopW; 
nqi^ber  passion  nor  pity  find  ^  place  in  t^f 
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cool  discassion  ;  aad  charity  is  then  only  ex- 
erted when  it  has  recdyed  the  approbation  of 
reason. 

A  late  instance  of  this  finely-directed  bene- 
volence forces  itself  strongly  on  my  imagina- 
tion ;  that  it  in  a  manner  reconciles  me  to 
pleasure,  and  once  more  •makes  me  the  nni- 
Tersal  friend  of  man. 

The  English  and  French  have  not  only 
political  reasons  to  induce  them  to  mutual 
hatred,  but  often  the  nilore  preyailing  motiye 
of  priyate  interest  to  widen  the  breach.  A 
war  between  other  countries  is  carried  on  coU 
lectiyely;  army  fights  against  army,  and  a 
man's  own  priyate  resentment  is  lost  in  that 
of  thecommunity ;  but  in  England  and  France, 
the  indiyiduals  of  each  country  plunder  each 
othei%t  sea  without  redress,  and  consequently 
feel  that  animosity  against  each  other  which  ^ 
passengers  do  at  a  robber.  They  haye  for 
some  time  carried  on  an  expensiye  war  ;  and 
several  captives  have  been  taken  on  both  sides : 
.  those  made  prisoners  by  the  French  have  been 
used  with  cruelty,  and  guardjed^  with  unne- 
cessary caution ;  those  taken  by  the  English, 
being  much  more  numerous,  were  confined  in 
the  ordinary  manner  ;  and,  not  being  released 
by  their  countrymen,  began  to  feel  all  those 
inconveniences  which  arise  from  want  of 
covering  and  long  confinement. 
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Their  countrymen  were  informed  of  their 
deplorable  situation ;  but  they,  more  intent 
on  annoying  their  enemies  than  relieving  their 
friends,  refused  the  least  assistance.  The 
English  now  saw  thousands  of  their  fellow* 
creatures  starving  in  every  prison,  forsaken 
by  those  whose  du|^  it  was  to  protect  them, 
labouring  with  disease,  apd  without  clothes  to 
keep  off  the  sevority  of  the  season.  National 
benevolence  prevailed  over  national  animosity; 
their  prisoners  were  indeed  enemies;^  but  they 
were  enemies  in  distress ;  they  ceased  to  be 
hateful,  when  they  no  longer  continued  to  be 
formidable :  forgetting,  therefore,  their  na- 
tional hatred,  the  men  who  were  brave  enough 
to  conquer,  were  generous  enough  to  forgive; 
and  they,  whom  all  the  world  seemed  to  have 
disclaimed,  at  last  found  pity  and  Adress 
from  those  they  attempted  to  subdue.  A  sub- 
scription was  opened,  ample  charities  col* 
lected^  proper  necessaries  procured,  and  the 
poor  gay  sons  of  a  merry  nation  were  once 
more  taught  to  resume  their  former  gaiety. 

When  I  cast  my  eye  over  the  list  of  those 
who  contributed  on  this  occasion,  I  find  the 
names  almost  entirely  English  ;  scarcely  one 
foreigner  appears  -9mong  the  number.  It  was 
for  Englishmen  alone  to  be  capable  of  such 
exalted  virtue.  I  own^  I  cannot  look  over 
this  catalogue  of  good  men  and  philosophers 
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without  thinking  better  of  myself,  because  it 
make  me  entertain  a  more  favourable  opinion 
of  mankind.     I  am  particularly  struck  with 
one  who  writes  these  words  upon  the  paper 
that  enclosed  his  benefaction :  '  The  mite  of 
an  Englishman,  a  citizen  of  the  worlds  to 
Frenchmen,  prisoners  of  war,  and  naked.^'    I 
only  wish  that  he  may  find  as  much  pleasure 
from  his  virtues  as  I  have  done  in  reflecting 
upon  them ;  that  alone  will  amply  reward  him. 
Such  an  one,  my  friend,  is  an  honour  to  hu- 
man nature  ;  he  makes  no  private  distinctions 
of  party ;  all  that  are  stamped  with  the  divine 
image  of  their  Creator  are  friends  to  him :  he 
is  a  native  of  the  world  ;  and  the  emperor  of 
China  may  be  proud  that  he  has  such  a  coun- 
tryman. 

To^ejoice  at  tKe  destruction  of  our  enemies 
is  a  foible  grafted  upon  human  nature,  and  we 
must  be  permitted  to  indulgelt :  the  true  way 
of  atoning  for  such  an  ill-founded  pleasure, 
is  thus  to  turn  our  triumph  into  an  act  of  be- 
nevolence, and  to  testify  our  own  joy  by  en- 
deavouring to  banish  anxiety  from  others. 

Ilamti,  the  best  and  wisest  emperor  that 
ev^r  filled  the  throne,  after  having  gained 
three  signal  victories  over  the  Tartars,  who' 
had  invaded  his  dominions,  returned  to  Nankin 
in  order  to  enjoy  the. glory  of  his  conquest 
After  he  had  rested  for  some  days,  the  people, 
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who  were  natiurally  fond  of  processions,  im* 
patiently  expected  the  triumphant  entry,  which 
emperors  upon  such  occasions  were  accus- 
tomed to  make :  their  murmurs  came  to  the 
emperor^s  ear ;  he  loved  his  people,  and  was 
willing  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  satisfy  their 
just  desires.  He  therefore  assured  them,  that 
he  intended,  upon  the  n^xt  feast  of  the  Lant* 
horns,  to  exhibit  one  of  the  most  ^orious 
triumphs  that  had  eyer  been  seen  in  China. 

The  people  were  in  raptures  at  his  conde- 
scension ;  and  on  the  appointed  day,  assembled 
at  the  gates  of  the  palace  with  the  most  eager 
expectations.  Here  they  waited  for  some 
time  without  seeing  any  of  those  preparations 
which  usually  precede  a  pageant.  The  lant- 
horn,  with  ten  thousand  tapers,  was  not  yet 
brought  forth ;  the  fire-works,  which  tHiu^lly 
covered  the  city  walls,  were  not  yet  lighted  3 
the  people  once  more  began  to  murmur  at  this 
delay  ;  when  in  the  midst  of  their  impatience 
the  palace-gates  flew  open,  and  the  emperor 
himself  appeared  ;  not  in  splendour  or  mag- 
nificence, but  in  an  ordinary  habit,  followed 
by  the  blind,  the  maimed,  and  the  strangers 
of  the  city,  all  in  new  clothes,  and  each  carry- 
ing in  his  hand  money  enough  to  supply  bis 
necessities  for  the  year.  The  people  were  at 
first  amazed,  but  soon  perceived  the  wisdom 
of  their  king,  who  taught  them,  that  to  make 
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one  ntftn  hxffff  was  more  truly  gfeai  thiiR 
faiiTmg  tm  tHOttwiid  c^ptrres  gmaaing  aft  the 
iidMd»o£llt8cliikriot«    Adiea. 
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LETTER  XXIV. 

TO  nam  SANE. 
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Tha  ▼•adeifr^of  q«ft«kr  medlofaei  atfd  nottniai*  iiAic«l^d. 


WsATZinut  mfty  be  the  merits  of  the  English 
ia  other  soimiees,  tliey  seem  peculiarly  excel-' 
lent  in  the  aart  ol  hesdlng.  There  is  scarcely 
a  disordev  i»eide«t  to  hmnamity  against  which 
they  are  noi  possessed  with  a  most  inftilliUe 
antidote.  The  professevs  of  other  iffts  coo- 
fess  the  inevHable  intricacy  of  things ;  talk 
wkh  dbeitbt,  and  decide  with  hesitation  ;  but 
doubtiBg  is  entirely  unknown  in  medicine ; 
tiM  adyertising  professors  here  delight  in  cases 
of  difficulty :  be  the  cBsorder  neyer  so  des- 
perate or  radlcsJ^  you  will  find  nundbers  in^ 
evety  streety  wfao^  by  letelling  a  pillist  the  part 
aflededy  promise  a  oertaitt  cmre  without  loiMl 
of  time,  hnowMge  of  a  bed-fellow,  or  Inn- 
draiice'  ^  busiwess. 

When  I  consider  the  assidofity  of  this  prs^ 
fessi^n^  their  b«neyoleaei0  amases  ipe.  They 
not  only  in  general  giTO  their  medieiiies  for 
tasif  Taloe,  b«l  Use  the  most  pe^suashreremoi^* 
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strances  to  induce  the  sick  to  come  and  be 
cured.  Sure  there  must  be  something  strangely 
obstinate  in  an  English  patient,  who  refuses 
so  much  health  upon  such  easy  terms  :  does 
he  take  a  pride  in  being  bloated  with  a  dropsy  i 
does  he  find  pleasure  in  the  alternations  of  an 
intermittent  fever  ?  or  feel  as  much  satisfac- 
tion in  nursing  up  his  gout,  as  he  found  plea- 
i9ure  in  acquiring  it  ?   He  must,  otherwise  he 
would  neyer  reject  such  repeated  assurances 
of  instant  relief.     What  can  be  more  con- 
vincing than  the  manner  in  which  the  sick 
are  invited  to  be  well  i  The  doctor  first  begs 
the  most  earnest  attention  of  the  public  to 
idiat  he  is  going  to  propose ;   he  solemnly 
ajBSrms  the  pill  was  never  found  to  want  suc- 
cess ?  he  produces  a  list  of  those  who  have 
been  rescued  from  the  grave  by  taking  it. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  there  are  many 
here  who  now  and  then  think  proper  to  be 
sick.     Only  sick,  did  I  say?   there  are  some 
who  even  tiiink  proper  to  die!  Yes,  by  the 
head  of  Confucius  !   they  die ;   though  they 
might  have  purchased  the  health-restoring 
specific  for  bialf-a-crown  at  every  comer. 

I  am  amazed,  my  dear  Fum  Hoam,  that 

these  doctors,  who  know  what  an  obstinate 

set  of  people  they  have  to  deal  with,  have 

never  thought  of  attempting  to  revive  the 

<lead.    When  the  living  are  found  to  reject 
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their  preseriptions,  tbey  oaght  in  conscieiicey 
to  apply  to  the  dead,  from  whom  they  can  ex- 
pect no  such  mortifying  repulsea;  they  would 
find  in  the  dead  the  most  complying  patients 
imaginable ;  and  what  gratitude  might  tli^ey 
not  expect  from  the  patient's  son,  now  no 
longer  an  heir,  and  his  wife,  now  no  longer  a 
widow ! 

Think  not,  my  friend,  that  there  i3  any  thing 
chimerical  in  such  an  attempt :  they  already 
perform  cures  equally  strange.  What  can  be 
more  truly  astonishing  than  to  see  old  age 
restored  to  youths  and  Tigour  to  the  mo^t 
feeble  coi^titutions ;  yet  this  is  performed  here 
eyery  day ;  a  simple  electuary  effects  these 
wonders,  eyen  without  the  bungling  cere*- 
monies  of  haying  the  patient  boiled  up  in  a 
kettle,  or  ground  down  in  a  mill. 

Few  physicians  here  e^  thruugh  the  ordi- 
nary cuurst^s  of  education,  but  receiye  all  their 
knowledge  of  medicine  by  immediate  inspira- 
tion from  heayen.  Some  are  thus  inspired 
eyen  in  the  womb  ;  and  what  is  yery  remark*- 
able,  understand  their  profession  as  well  at 
three  years  old  as  at  threescore.  Others  haye 
spent  a  great  part  of  their  liyes  unconscious 
of  any  latent  excellence,  till  a  bankruptcy,  or 
a  residence  in  gaol,  haye  called  their  miracu* 
loos  powers  into  exertion*  And  others  still 
there  are  indebted  to  their  superlatiye  igi^o- 
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jraaee  aloiie  for  suoctM :  ilie  more  ignnralit 
the  practitiener,  Aie  less  4sap«bfe  is  lie  thongfat 
of  deceinDg.  The  people  here  judge  as  tiieff 
do  IB  the  £iai3t ;  wliere  it  is  tbought  ahso- 
liitel  J  ]?e%iiisite  tliat  a  man  should  be  an  ideot 
b^f ope  'he  pretended  to  be  either  a  <XHOuror  or 
adoetor. 

When  a  physician  by  inspiration  is  seift 
for,  he  neV«r  perplexes  the  patient  by  previous 
examination ;  he  a^ks  very  few  questions,  and 
those  only  for  form  sake.  He  knows  every 
fbsorder  by  intuition  ;  he  administers  the  pill 
or  drop  for  erery  distemper  ;  npr  is  more  tn- 
quisitive  than  fte  farrier  while  he  drewftes  a 
horse.  If  the  patient  live  then  has  he  one 
more  to  add  to  the  surviving  list ;  if  he  die, 
then  it  m^y  be  justly  said  of  the  patient's  dis* 
order,  that  as  it  was  not  cured^  the  dis&tM&r 
was  incurable. 


.  ^      T  ■  "   "   T  ] 


LETTER  XXV. 

TO   THE   SA^E. 


The  natural  rise  aaSl  decline  of  kingdoms,  exemplified  4n  the  liit- 

tory  of  tl«  Mlpgdom  <^  Lao. 


•■^ 


I  .WAS  some  days  ago  im  epmpany  with  a  pali- 
tician,  who  v«ry  pat^tieally  deofaiiied  ufOjn 
the  miserable  iiitnailion  of  liia  eomirtry  :  he  as- 
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sored  me,  tkat  the  wh<^  political 
wms  moTiiig  in  a  wrong  traek,  and  that  scaroely 
e^en  abilities  like  his  own  could  ever  set  it 
right  again.  *  What  have  we,*  said  he,  '  to 
do  with  the  wars  on  the  continent;  we  are  a 
CMHnmwcial  nation  ;  we  have  only  to  caltirate 
eommerce  like  our  neighbours  the  Dutch ;  it 
i»  our  business  to  increase  trade  by  settling 
new  colonies :  riches  are  the  strength  of  a 
nation  ;  and  for  the  rest,  our  ships,  our  ships 
alone  will  protect  us.*  I  found  it  vain  to  op- 
pose my  £eeble  arguments  to  those  of  a  man 
wha  thought  himself  wise  enough  to  direct 
even  the  ministry  :  I  fancied,  howerer,  that  I 
saw  with  more  certainty,  because  I  reasoned 
without  preju^ce ;  I  therefore  begged  leave, 
iuBtead  of  argument,  to  relate  a  short  story. 
He  gate  me  a  smile  at  once  of  condescension 
and  contempt,  and  I  proceeded,  as  follows, 
to  describe.  The  rise  and  declension  op  the 
KINGDOM  or  Lao. 

Northward  of  China,  and  in  one  of  the 
doublings  of  the  great  wall,  the  fruitful  pro- 
vince of  Lao  enjoyed  its  liberty,  and  a  ]>eculiar 
government  of  its  own.  As  the  inhabitants 
were  on  all  sides  surrounded  by  the  waU,  they 
feared  no  sudden  invasion  from  the  Tartars  ; 
and,  being  each  possessed  of  property,  they 
were  zealous  in  its  defence. 
^    The  natiirttt  consequences  ef  s^mity  aAd 
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affluence  ia.ftny  cou&tir^  is  a  IOT0  of  pkatare ; 
whea  the  wants  of  nature  are  suppli^,  wie 
sedL  after  the  convenienoes  ;  when  posseased 
of  these,  we  desire  the  lui^uries  of  life  ;  and, 
when  every  luxury  is  provided,  it  is  then  aiii'^ 
bttion  takes  up  the  man,  and  leaves  him  still 
something  to  wish  for  ;  the  inhahitants  of  the 
^untry,  from  primitive  simplicity,  soon  begail 
to  aim  at  elegance,  and  from  elegance  proceed- 
ed to  refinement.  It  was  now  found  absolute* 
ly  requisite,  for  the  good  of  the  state,  that  the 
people  should  be  divided.  Formerly,  the  same 
hand  that  was  employed  in  tilling  the  ground, 
or  in  dressing  up  the  manufactures,  wa^  also 
ia  time  of  need  a  spldier ;  but  the  custom  was 
now  changed ;  for  it  was  perceived,  that  a 
man  bred  up  from  childhood  to  the  arts  of 
either  peace  or  war,  became  more  eminent  by 
thill  means  in  his  respective  profession*  The 
inhabitants  were,  therefore^  now  distinguished 
into  artizans  and  soldiers;  and  while. those, 
improved  the  luxuries  of  life,  these  watched 
for  the  security  of  the  people. 

A  country  possessed  of  freedomr^^s  alway{( 
two  sorts  of  enemies  to  fear  ;  foreign  foes  who 
attack  its  existence  from  without,  and  internal 
misoreants  who  betray  its  liberties  within. 
The  inhabitants  of  Lao  were  to  guard  against 
both.  A  country  of  artizans  were  most  likely 
to  preserve  internal  liberty ;  md  a  nation  of 
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soldiers  were  fittest  to  repel  a  foreign  inTa- 
sion^     Hetice    naturally   rose  a  division  of 
opinion  between  the  artizans  and  soldiers  of 
the  kingdom.     The  artizans,  ever  complain- 
ing that  freedom  was  threatened  by  an  armed 
internal  force,  were  for  disdaining  the  soldiers, 
and  insisted  that  their  walls,  their  walls  alone^ 
were  sufficient  to  repel  the  roost  formidable 
ioTasion  ;  the  warriors^  on  the  contrary,  re« 
presented  the  power  of  the  neighbouriDg  lungS) 
the  combinations  formed  against  their  state, 
and  the  weakness  of  the  wall,  which  every 
earthquake  might  overturn.    While  this  alter* 
cation  continued,  the  kingdom  might  be  justly 
said  to  enjoy  its  greatest  share  of  vigour ; 
every  order  in  the  state,  by  being  watchful 
over  each  other,  contributed  to  diffuse  happi- 
ness equally,  and  balanced  the  states     The 
arts  of  peace  flourished,  nor  were  those  of  war 
neglected ;  the  neighbouring  powers,  who  had 
nothing  to  appr^end  from  the  ambition  of 
men  whom  they  only  saw  solicitous,  not  for 
riches,  but  freedom,  were  .contented  to  traffic 
with  them  :  they  sent  their  goods  to  be  manu'- 
factured  in  Lao,  and  paid  a  large  price  for  them 
u|ion  their  return. 

By  these  meads  this  people  at  length  be- 
came moderately  rich,  and  their  opulence  na*- 
turally  invited  Ae  invader :  a  Tartar  prince 
led  an  inunense  army  against  them,  and.  they 


lis  crnsEN  of  the  worli^. 

as  braTely  stood  up  in  their  own  defence ;  they 
were  still  inspired  with  a  love  of  their  country  ; 
they  fought  the  barbarous  enemy  with  forti- 
tude, and  gained  a  complete  victory. 

From  this  moment,  which  they  regarded  as 
the  completion  of  their  glory,  historians  date 
thmr  downfall.  They  had  risen  in  strength 
by  a  loTe  of  their  country,  and  fell  by  indul- 
ging ambition.  The  country  possessed  by 
the  invading  Tartars,  seemed  to  them  a  prize 
that  would  not  only  render  theiki  more  formi- 
dable for  the  future,  but  which  would  increase 
their  opulence  for  the  present ;  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved,  therefore,  1>oth  by  soldiers 
and  artisans,  that  those^  desolate  region^ 
should  be  peopled  by  colonies  from  Iiao« 
When  a  trading  nation  begins  to  act  the  con- 
queror, it  is  then  perfectly  undone :  it  sub- 
Bists  in  some  measure  by  the  support  of  iH 
neighbours  ;  while  they  continue  to  regard  it 
without  envy  or  apprehension,  trade  may 
flourish  ;  but  when  once  it  presumes  to  assert 
as  its  right  what  is  only  enjoyed  as  a  favour, 
each  country  reclaims  that  part  of  commerce 
which  it  has  power  to  take  back,  and  turns  it 
into  some  other  channel  more  honourable^ 
though  perhaps  less  convenient. 

Every  neighbour  now  began  to  regard  with 
jealous  eyes  this  ambitioui  commonwealth, 
and  forbade  her  subjects  any  future  intercourse 
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with  diem.  The  iuhabituits  of  Lao^  however, 
fltill  pursued  the  siune  ambitioos  mflT'Wff  ;  k 
was  from  ihek  colonies  alone  they  expect^ 
riches ;  and  riches,  said  they,  are  strength, 
and  strength  is  security.  Numberless  were 
4lie  migrations  of  the  desperate  and  ^enter^ 
prbing  of  ihis  country,  to  people  the  d'es^bute 
dominions  lately  possessed  by  the  Tartar. 
Between  these  colonies  and  the  motfaer-e<Kttn<- 
try,  a  very  adyantageous  traffic  was  at  first 
carried  on  ;  the  republic  sent  their  colonies 
Urge  quantities  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
coantry,  and  they  in  return  proTided  the  re- 
rp'idilic  With  an  equiTale»t  in  iTory  and  ginseng.  ^ 
0y  this  mcMes  the  inhabitants  becaose  im^ 
mensely  rich,  and  this  produced  an  eqaal  de- 
gree lof  Toluptuousness;  for  men  who  haye 
tauGh  money  wiU  always  find  some  fantastical 
aiodes  of  enjoyment.  How  shall  I  mark  the 
steps  by  which  they  declined  i  Erery  colony 
in  ptiocceo  «f  time  spreads  over  the  whole 
aountry  where  it  first  was  planted.  As  It 
gvewB  more  populous,  it  becomes  more  polite ; 
ipaid  these  manufactures  for  which  it  was  in 
4he  beginning  obliged  to  others,  it  learns  to 
4reBS  up  itself:  sueh  was  the  case  with  the 
colonies  of  Lao  ;  ihey,  in  less  than  a  century, 
became  a  powerful  and  a  polite  people,  and 
the  morm  polite  they  grew,  the  less  advan- 
itageaua  was  the  commerce  which  still  sub- 
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sisted  between  them  and  others..  By  this 
means  the  mother-country  being  abridged  in 
its  commerce,  grew  poorer  but  not  less  lux- 
urious. Their  former  wealth  had  introduced 
luxury ;  and  whereyer  luxury  once  iSxes,  no 
art  can  either  lessen  or  remoTe  it.  Their 
commerce  with  their  neighbours  was  totally 
destroyed,  and  that  with  their  colonies  was 
eyery  day  naturally  and  necessarily  declining ; 
they  stiU,  howeyer,  preseryed  the  insolence 
of  wealth,  without  a  power  to  support  it^  and 
perseyered  in  being  luxurious,  while  con- 
temptible from  poyerty.  In  short,  the  state 
resembled  one  of  those  bodies  bloated  with 
disease,  whose  bulk  is  only  a  symptom  of  its 
wretchedness. 

Their  former  opulence  only  rendered  them 
more  impotent,  as  those  indiyiduals  who  are 
reduced  from  riches  to  poyerty,  are  of  all  men 
the  most  unfortunate  and  helpless.  They  had 
imagined,  because  their  colonize  ien^cil  tu 
ludke  tlxem  rich  upon  the  first  acquisitipn, 
they  would  still  continue  to  do  so  :  they  now 
found,  howeyer,  that  on  themsdyes  alone  they 
should  haye  depended  for  support ;  that  co>- 
lonies  eyer  afforded  but  temporary  affiu^ice, 
and  when  cultiyated  and  polite,  are  no  longer 
useful.  From  such  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances they  soon  became  contemptible.  The 
emperor  Honti  inyaded  them  with  a  powerful 
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army.  Histprians  do  not  say  whether  their 
colonies  were  too  remote  to  lend  assistance^ 
or  else  were  desirous  of  shaking  off  their  de- 
pendence ;  but  certain  it  is,  they  scarcely  made 
any  resistance  ;  their  walls  were'  now  found 
but  a  weak  defence,  and  they  at  length  were 
obliged  to  acknowledge  subjection  to  the  em- 
pire of  China. 

Happy,  very  happy  might  they  have  been, 
had  they  known  when  to  bound  their  riches 
and  their  glory :  had  they  known  that  extend- 
ing empire  is  often  diminishing  power ;  that 
countries  are  ever  strongest  which  are  inter- 
nally powerful ; '  that  colonies,  by  draining 
away  the  brave  and  enterprising,  leave  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  the  timid  and  the 
avaricious  ;  that  walls  give  little  protection, 
unless  manned  with  resolution ;  that  too 
much  commerce  may  injure  a  nation  as  well 
as  too  little  ;  and  that  there  is  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  a  conquering  and  a  flourishing 
empire*    Adieu. 


LETTER  XXVL 

TO  THE   SAME. 


Tlie  cliaracter  of  the  nan  in  black,  with  tome  initanee^  of  hit 

iitconsistent  conduct. 


Though  fond  of  many  acquaintances,  I  desire 
an  intimacy  only  with  a  few.    The  mian  in 


UiBiBek  whotti  I  have  ofteffi  mentiiMied  i»  otte 
wlsofte  Irietidflhip  I  cmUd  fAsHi  to  aeqiik<e'| 
because  lie  possesses  my  esteem.  His  man-' 
ners^it  k  true,  are  tinetttred  with  some  stran^g^e 
ificewsistenciesi  and  be  may  be  justly  termed 
an  kumoimst  in  a  nation  of  hifmonrists. 
Thoiugb  be  is  generoa^  even  to  provision,  be 
affects  to  be  tbougbt  a  prodigy  of  pai^imoiiy 
and  prudefice ;  tboagb  his  conTersation  be 
replete  with  the  most  sordid  and  selfish  max- 
ifldsiy  \is  heart  is  dilated  with  the  most  un-^ 
bounded  loTe.  I  hare  knowu  him  profess 
biamietf  a  maii-hater,  while  bis  cheek  w»s 
giowitig  with  compassion ;  and  while  bis  looks 
wene  softened  into  pity,  I  huTe  beard  bhn  use 
the  language  of  the  most  unbounded  ill« 
notnfPe*^  Some  aflfeet  humanity  and  tender^ 
ness^  cithers 'boa«t  of  haying  such  dispositions^ 
ff on^  nature ;  hurt  b«  is  the  only  man  I  ever 
knew  who  seemed  ashamed  of  his  natural  be- 
nevolence. He  takes  as  much  pains  to  hide 
his  feelings,  as  any  hypocrite  would  to  con- 
ceal bis  indifference  ;  but  on  every  unguarded 
moment  the  masfc  drop»  o^  and  reveals  him 
to  the  most  superficial  obserTer. 

In  one  of  our  late  excur«uons  into  the  coun- 
iry,  happening  to  discourse  upon  the  provi- 
sion that  was  made  for  the  poor  in  England, 
ha  seemed  amazed  how  any  of  his  countrymen 
oonld  be  so  foolishly  weak  a»to  relieve  oeca^ 


skmal  olyeeto  of  ehtaniy,  whentbe  ktws  had 
OMide  such  ample  proYisien  tat  their  support. 
^  1b  every  parish-hoase/  saya  he,  ^  the  poor 
are  auppliei  if Uh  food,  clothes,  fire,  and  a  bed 
4o  lie  oo;  they  waot  no  nore,  I  desire  no 
more  myself;  yet  still  they  seem  dtscontented. 
I  am  surprised  at  the  iaactiiFity  of  our  ma^s- 
trates,.ia^  not  taking  up  such  vagraats,  vho 
are  only  a  weight  upou  the  indaatrious  i  I  am 
suurpnsed  tJbat  the  pe(^le  are  foand  to  relieve 
th^D,  ifbea  they  must  beat  the  same  time  sen- 
sible that  it,  ia  some  raeasiure,  encourages 
idleness,  extravaganoe,  and  imposlure.  Were 
I  to-ad¥ise  any  man  for  whom  I  had  the  least 
regard,  I  would  caution  hirai  by  all  means  not 
to  be  imposed  wfonk  by  tb^r  false  pretmn^es  : 
let  me  assure  you^  sir,  they  are  impostors, 
every  one  of  them,,  and  rather  merit  a  prison 
than  relief.' 

He  was  proceeding  in  this  strain  earnestly, 
to  dissuade  me  from  an  imprudence  of  which 
I  am  seldom  guilty,  when  an  old  maa,  who 
still  bad  about  him  the  remnants  oi  tattered 
finery ,,im{dored  our  compassion .  He  assured 
us,  that  he  was  no  cmomon  beggar,  but  forced 
into  the  shameful  profession,  to  support  a  dy-^ 
ing  wife  and  five  hungry  children.  Being 
prepossessed  against  such  falsehoods,  his  story 
bad  net  the  least  influence  upon  me  ^  buit  it 

was  %iiite  otherwise  with  the  msin  ijn  black ; 
Vol.  I.  V 
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I  could  see  it  visibly  operate  upon  bis  counte- 
iMtnce,  and  effectually  interrupt  bis  barangue. 
I  could  easily  perceive,  tbat  bis  heart  burned 
to  relieve  tbe  five  starving,  cbildren,  but  be 
seemed  ashamed  to  discover  bis  weakness  to 
me.  While  he  thus  hesitated  between  com« 
passion  and  pride,  I  pretended  to  look  ano- 
ther way,  and  be  seized  this  opportunity  of 
giving  tbe  poor  petitioner  a  piece  of  silver, 
bidding  him  at  the  same  time,  in  order  that  I 
should  not  bear,  go  work  for  his  bread,  and 
not  tease  passengers  with  such  impertinent 
falsehoods  for  the  future. 

As  he  had  fancied  himself  quite  unperceived, 
he  continued,  as  we  proceeded,  to  rail  against 
beggars  with  as  much  animosity  as  before; 
he  threw  in  some  episodes  on  his  Own  amazing 
prudence  and  economy,  with  his  profound 
skill  in  discovering  impostors ;  he  explained 
the  manner  in  which  he  would  deal  with  beg- 
gars were  he  a  magistrate,  hinted  at  enlarging 
some  of  the  prisons  for  their  reception,  and 
told  two  stories  of  ladies  that  were  robbed  by 
beggarmen.  He  was  beginning  a  third  to  the 
same  purpose,  when  a  sailor  with  a  wooden 
leg  once  more  crossed  our  walks,  desiring  our 
pity,  and  blessing  our  limbs.  I  was  for  going 
on  without  taking  any  notice,  but  my  friend 
looking  wishfully  upon  the  poor  petitioner, 
bid  me  stop,  and.be  would  show  me  with  bow 
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much  ease:  he  eouM  at  wy  time  <detect  i^n  ma* 

pOS tor.      .  .;■■••.:  r  i ';    I     • ; .     • ;  • 

He  now,  therefore,  ds8UBied.;a  WdLof  im- 
portance, and  m  aa^ngry  tomei  began  4o  ex^ 
amine  the  sailory  demanding  in  /what  engtage* 
ment  he> was itl|tt»  disabled^ ^d  rendered  lui&t 
for  ser^ioe.  The  sailor)  respited,/  in  a  tone  as 
langrily.  as  he>  that  he  had  been^^n  oiBeer  on 
board  a  private  ship  of  ^ar,  aori:  that  be  had 
lost  his  leg  abroad  in  defeneei of  those  who 
did  nothing  at  hdme.  At  this  reply,  all  my 
friend  ?8  impir tanee  vanish^  in  <  a  moment ; 
he  had  not  a  single  qiiestioa  tnove<  to  ariL ;  he 
BOW  only  studied  what  niethod  he  shoold  take 
^o  reKere  him  nnobserred*'  -  He  had,  heweter, 
no  easy  part >to  act,  aS' he  l¥as  obliged/ to  pre- 
serre  the  appearance  of  iU-^natnr(eibefore  me> 
and  yet;relieTe:him8eIFby>reli6viBg  the  sailor. 
X^asting,  therefore,  a  fuHiins  look  upon  some 
bundles  of  chips  which  the  feUow^eieii^ried  in  a 
string  at 'his  back,  my.  friend  demanded  how 
he  sold  his  matches  ;  but .  not  waiting  for  a 
i^eply,  desired,  in  a  suiiy  tone,  to  have  a  shiU 
ling's  worths  The  saito^  seemed  at  first  sur- 
prised at  hisdemand,  but  soon  reeoUeeted  him- 
.9df,  and  presentkig  his  whole  bundle,  ^  Here, 
-master,'  says  he^  ^  take  all  my  :cargo^  and  a 
blessingintb  the  bargains'  ;         ^  < 

It  is'impeesible to  deecribe^  widi  what  an 
air  of  triumph  fifty  iNend  marched  off  with  his 
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n^«r  purdbafo  ;  he  assured  me,  that  lie  was 
firmly  of  opinion  that- those  fellows  must  have 
stolen  theur  goods,  who  eouM  t&us  ajfTotd  to 
sell  them  for  half  ikm  Talne/  He  iiifoi^in«d 
me  of  several  differest  mes  to  which  those 
chips  Blight  lie  applied ;  he  expetia;ted  largely 
upon  the  saTlngs  that  woidd  result  from  light- 
ing candles  widt  a,  mateh  instead  of  thrusting 
tbein  min  the  five.  He  averred,  thai  he  would 
as  soon  hare  parted  in&i  a  tooth  as  his  money 
to  those  vagabonds,  unless  lor  some  valuable 
consideration.  I  caasiot  tell  how  long  this 
panegyric  upon  frugality  and  mactdbcs  nifi^t 
have  >coutkHied^  had  not  his  attention  been 
called  off  by  another  object  mond  distressful 
than  either  of  the  former.  A  woinan  in  rags, 
with  one  dhjld  in  her  arms  and  another  on  h» 
hack,  was  attempting  to  sing  ballads^  but 
with  sooh  a  mobrnful  voice^  that  it  was  dii&- 
cult  to  determine  whether  she  was^nging  or 
cryingi  A  wretch  who,  in  the  deepest  dis* 
tress,  iKiU  aimed  at  good  hnmoqr,  was  aai-obw 
jeet  my  friend  was  bj  no^. means. oapahle  of 
withstandiag  ;  UsviviM^tty  alid  his  dtsoourse 
were  instiatly^  JMlerrupted;.  upon  this  occa^- 
jMod  his  tery  dia8iaMila^i<^  had  foniaken  him. 
Even  in  ny  preseiiee  he  immediately  .applied 
bis  hands  to  his  p6ofcets^in  joirdcr  1^  rdieve 
her;  but  guess  his  eonfuaio*,  wh^  he  found 
he  had  already  given  awny  all  <he  money  he 


iaMnrted  abottt  him  to  furmer  objeeCi.  The 
misery  painted  in  the  woman's  Tisage  was  not 
iMif  sa  strottgly  exjpvessed  as  the  agony  in  his. 
He  continued  to  search  for  some  time,  bnt  to 
no  pnrpoe^y  iSilj  at  length  veeoileeting  hfrn*^ 
self,  with  a  face  of  ineAible  good-nature,  as 
he  had  no  money,  he  put  into  her  hands  his 
nhilfing's  worth  of  miiiehes. 


LETTER  XXVI, 

TO  THE   SAME. 


HH»> 


T|^J^it<irp  U  fka  mtf^  kfk  l»lMk< 


A  s  th^re  a^ifpeerdl  s^Mething*  rductdntly  g6od 
in  tbeeharacter  of  my  eampamon,  T  must  own 
it  surprised  me' what  cottid  be  Ikis  motilres  t6t 
thus  eoneealmgYirtUes  ithichothiers  take  such 
pains  to  display.  I  was  unslble  to  repress  my 
desire  of  knowing  the  history  of  a  man  who 
thus  seemed  to  act  under  eotitinuat  reistraiiit, 
and  whose  beneToletio^  was  rather  the  effect 
of  appeUfte'than  reasoiK.       * 

it  was  uoi,  however,  tilt  tHei^  repeated  sd-^ 
HoltatioiiS'  lie  thought  proper  to  gratify  vvj 
iwioaity.  ^If  y^  ar^  foildf  says  he,  ^df 
hiiaaing  UMi^trmtih  e^pl^yity  history  must 
eertaiiAy  pM^e  $  fUt  I<  haW  IMei^  ftr  twentV 

N  8 


y^ars  ii|irNi  the  irery  verge  of  starvuifp,  vklioiii 
efer  l>j8iDf  starved.  ;     i 

^  My  Se^th&tf,  the  yeiu^er  soa  of  a.  ^od 
|i9L8iU>\  wnB  poi^esfsedrof  a  smidlUyiiigiii  tke 
fibmrcfa . :  His .  ediioi^tiiQB :  ir«s . :  above  bis  ;  f oc^- 
tuQei  and  his  generosity  j^eaterth^n.  bis  edu-r 
(Satioo.  JPoor.  as  b0  was,  be  bad  b|s  flatterei^ 
still  poorer  than  hioiself ;  ffqr  eyfiry  dioner  be 
gave  them,  they  returned  an  equivalent  in 
praise;  and  this  was  alF  he  wanted.  The 
same  ambition  that  m^^tfi^a^nfonarch  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  influenced  my  father  at  the 
head  of  his  table;  he  told  the  story  of  the  ivy- 
tree,  and  that  was  lawghed  at ;  he  repeated 
the  jest  of  the  two^schblars  and  one  pair  of 
breeches,  and  the  company  laughed  at  that ; 
but  the  story  of  Taffy  ai^tiie^  sedan  chaif  w^s 
sure  to  set  the  tabh^  in  a  roar..  Thus  bis  plea* 
aui*e  ipcreased  in  pifoportiofi  ^  to  itbe  pl^ur^ 
b^  gave ;  l^e  loved  all  the  world,  <and  be  faa^ 
oied  all  tbe  world  loved  him. 

'  As  bis  fprtuiie  was  but  small,  b^Uved  up 
^  tbe  v^y  extent  of  it;  he>bad  i^  inte^tiona 
of  leaving  bis  children  money,  for  tbiat  was 
dross  ;  he  was  resolvied  they  crbwld  fiave 
learning;  tpv  learamg>  lie  used  ta  Tobseiire, 
was  better  tb^n  fsilver  or  gold.  {!pr^|Ubgis  inmt 
pose  he undertopl^tp  in/^triiatusihim^alf 4.H114 
^ook  fl^ jipUGh  painfi^to  fpiw  am,  imniils^jii^  t^ 
Wft^^  ;Wr  tti|d^|^i)ditg.:  ,  Wf^^^wer*!  toW 
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that  uniTeraaf  beneTOlence  was  what  first  ce- 
mented sodety  ;  we  were  taught  to  eensider 
all  the  wants  of  mankind  as  oup  Qwn  ;  to  re- 
gard the  human  face  divine  with  affection  and 
esteem  ;  he  wound  us  up  to  be  mere  machine 
of  pity,  ai»d  rendered  us  incapable  of  with- 
standing the  slightest  impulse  made  either 
by  real  or  fictitious  distress :  in  a  word,  we 
were  perfectly  instructed  in  the  art  of  giving 
away  thousands  before  we  were  taught' the 
inore  necessary  qualifidations  of  getting  a 
farthing. 

^  I  cannot  avoid  imagining,  that  thus  refined 
by  his  lesson^  out  ef  alt  my  suspicion,  and  dr- 
Tested  of  even  all  the  little  cunning  which  na- 
ture had  given  me,  I  resembled,  upon  my  first 
entrance  in  the  busy  and  insidious  worlds  one 
of  tibose  gli^diators  who  were  exposed  with 
arm<|pir  in  the  amphitheatre  at  Rome.  My 
father,  however,  who^  had  only  seen  the  world 
4>n  one  side,  seemed  to  triulbph  in  mysiiperior 
disc^nment ;  though  my  whole  stock  of  vris* 
idem  oensisled  in  being  able  to  talk  Hke  hiinv- 
self  upon  subjectatkat  once  were  useful,  be- 
cause  the^  were  then  topics  6ftheJMisy  world  i 
hat  that  now  were  utterly  useless,  because 
iemuieettd  vAih  the  busy  vi^ovld  no  longer.  r 
^  ^  The  firist  o^iportmiity  be  had  of  finding 
hia  ^esxfdciaiifms  4isl4>poiiitei^  was  at  the  v>frj 
udddibif  figure  I  made  tin  the  wavfeof^fuM 
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Imd  fliKttered  liiiiisdf  ikat  1m  ikowUl  tm^n  «te 
me  mtng  into  the  feremoet  rank  im  Ikerary 
rejmtatioBy  but  was  ibor^ed  io  iittd  iiie  Utf- 
terly  iinaoticed  aad  anknown.,  Hie  diaap- 
poiotaMni  miglit  hare  beea  partly  ascitbed  to 
his  having  oTer-rated  my  taleats,  and  partly 
to  my  dkltke  of  mathematical  reasofiiagay  at 
a  time  when  my  imagiiiatioB  and  memory,  ydt 
unsatisfied,  were  niore  eager  after  new  objeeta, 
than  desiroua  of  reasoning  tipdn  those  I  knew. 
ThM  did  not,  however,  please  my  tiitors^  who 
observed,  indeed,  that  I  was  a  little  dull,  but 
at  the  same  time  alkiwed,  that  I  seemed  to  be 
very  good-natured,  and  had  no  harm  in  me. 

'  After  I  had  resided  at  cdDege  sevmi  years, 
my  father  died,  aad  left  me— ^his  blessing. 
Thult  shoved  fretoa  shore  witbont  ilUnnhire  to 
protect,  or  eanoiag  to  guide,  or  proper  atores 
to  subaiat  me  ia  so  dailgaroua  a  voy%ge,  I 
was  obliged  to  ^mbirfc<ia  the  wide  world  at 
twenty  •two.  Bot^  in  ordsr  to  aeitle  ia  life, 
my  friesids  adviffied,  (for  thef  ■  always  advise 
when  they  begin  io  despise  .lis)  they,  advised 
me,.l  say,  to  go  into  drders* 
;  ^  To  beoUiged  to  wear  a  long  wig,' when  I 
liked  a  short  mie,  «ir  a  Uaok  eoat^  wbes  I  ga- 
neraHy  ilreiBsed  ia  brown,'  I  thought  waa  aiieh 
ptMtaAtki  apon  ishy  liberty,  that  I  abaalitely 
rc^eokkl the  propoad.  A  pnaat iw  Bngliuid 
ioipot^w  amne  aaorlified  cre4tttre  with  a  bonae 
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iMk  Chiaa  I  with  ua^  aat  lie.  tl|aA  f«sto  best,  IniI 
eats  best9  U  reckoned  ihe  best  liTcar;  yet  1 
refected,  a  life  ef  hixwyi  imdoleaeey  aaid  ease, 
from  no  other  conmderatioii  but  tliat  boyish 
one  of  dress.  So  that  my  fkrieads  .  wer«  ik>w 
fterfectly  satisfied  I  was  undone ;  iuhI  yM 
they  thought  it  a  pity  CDr  one  who  bad  Boi 
ibe  least  harm  ia  himj^afid  was  so  very  good-- 
natured. 

'  Poverty  naturally  begets  depend^ooe,  ai\d 
I  was  admitted  ^s  flatterer  to  a  great  man» 
At  first  I  was  surprised,  that  the  situation  of 
A  flatterer  at  a  great  man^s  table  could  be 
tlKHight  disagreeable ;  there  was  no  great 
trc^bk  in  listening  attentively  wfa^  his  Iord« 
ship  ajpojke,  and  laaghiag  whea  he  lo6ked 
nwad  for  applau^ie^  Thiil  eren  good  manncvs 
might  haTe  obliged  me  to  perform*  I  foand, 
hoWejer,  too  soon,  that  his  lordship  was  a 
gteater  dunoe.than  mysdf ;  and  from  tbtt 
▼ery  .moment  flattery  was  at  an  end.  I  now 
rather  aimed  at  setting  him  right,. than  at 
receiTing  his  absurdities  with  submission  :  to 
flatter  those  we  do  not  know  is  an  easy  task/; 
but  to  fisu^ter  our  iniMjo^ate  acquaintances,  all 
whose  foibles  are  strongly  An  otur  eye,  is 
drudgery  Insupportable.  Every  time  I  now 
opened  my  lips  in  praise,  my  falsehood  w^tnt 
to  my  cteseictace ;  bin  lordship  soon  peroei  ved 
me  tol>e  very  unfit  for  service  :  I  wa9>there> 
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fere  dtseharged  ;  mj  patron  ai  the  Baone  tioie 
being  gracioasly  pieased  to  observ^^-lkat  he 
believed  I  was  toleraUj  good-aatared,  aad 
•had  not  the  least  harm  in  me^ 
'  *  Disappointed  in  ambition^  I  bad  reeourse 
to  loTO.  A  young  lady,  who  lived  with  her 
aunt,  and  was  possessed  of  a  pretty  forinne  in 
her  own  disposal,  had  given  me,  as  1  fancied, 
some  reason  to  expect  success.  The  symptoms 
by  which  I  was  guided  were  striking.  She 
had  always  laughed  with  me  at  her  awkward 
acquaintance,  and  at  her  aunt  among  the  num- 
ber ;  she  always  observed,  that  a  man  of  sense 
would  make  a  better  husband  than  a  fool ; 
and  I  as  constantly  applied  the  observation  in 
my  ovrn  favour;  she  continually  talked,  in 
my  company,  of  friendship  and  the  beauties 
of  the  mind,  and  fepoke  of  Mr.  Shrimp,  my 
rival*s  high-heeled  shoes;  with  detes^atlett. 
These  were  circumstances  which  I  thought 
strongly  in  my  favour  ;  so,  after  resolving 
and  re^resolving,  I  bad  courage  enough  to 
tell  her  my  mind.  Miss  heard  my  proposal 
with  serenity,  seeming,  at  the  same  time  to 
study  the  figures  of  her  fan.  Out  at  last  it 
came.  There  was  but  <one  small  objection- to 
complete  our  happiness  ;  which  wasiio  more> 
than-*^that  she  was  married  three  months  be^ 
fore  to  Mr.  Shrimp,  with  high4ieded  shoes  ! 
By  way  of  consolation,bowever,slie  observed. 
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Utat  tboHgh  I  was  disappointed  in  her,  my 
address'  to  her  aunt  would  probably  kindle 
her  into  sensibility ;  as  the  old  lady  always 
adlowed  me  to  be  very  good-natured,  and  not 
to  hare  the  least  share  of  harm  in  me. 

^  Yet  still  I  had  friends,  numerous  friends, 
and  to  them  I  was  resolved  to  apply.  O  friend- 
ship !  thou  fond  soother  of  the  human  breast, 
to  thee  we  fly  in  every  calamity ;  to  thee  the 
wretched  seek  for  succour  ;  on  thee  the  care- 
tired  son  of  misery  fondly  relies ;   from  thy 
kind  assistance  the  unfortunate  always  hopes 
for  relief,  and  may  be  ever  sure  of— disap- 
pointment !  My  first  application  was  to  a  city- 
scrivener,  who  had  frequently  offered  to  lend 
me  money  when  he  knew  I  did  not  want  it. 
I  informed  him,  that  now  was  the.  time  to  put 
his  friendship  to  the  test ;  that  I  wanted  to 
borrow  a  couple  of  hundreds  for  a  certain  oc- 
casion, and  was  resolved  to  take  it  up  from 
him.     "  And  pray,  sir,"  cried  my  friend,  "  do 
you  want  all  this  money  ?" — **  Indeed  I  never 
wanted  it  more,"  returned  I.     '^  I  am  sorry 
for  that,"  cries  the  scrivener,  "  with  all  my 
heart ;  for  they  who  want  money,  when  they 
come  to  borrow,  vnll  always  want  money  when 
they  should  come  to  pay." 

*  From  him  I  flew  with  indignation  to  one 
of  the  best  friends  I  had  in  the  world,  and 
made  the  same  request    ^^  Indeed,  Mr.  Dry- 


/ 


148  cmssBK  or  the  wom>. 

boae,"  cries  my  frieod,  *^  I  always  thougbl  it 
W0uld  come  to  this«  You  kBow,  siri  I  would 
Bot  advise  you  but  for  your  own  good  ;  but 
your  conduct  has  Utherto  beeu  ridiculous  m 
the  highest  degree,  and  some  of  your  ae- 
quaintanee  always  thought  you  a  very  silly 
fellow.  Let  me  see,  you  want  two  hundred 
pounds.  Do  you  only  want  two  huadred,  sht, 
exactly  ?"  ^^  To  confess  a  trutb>"  returned 
I,  '^  I  shall  want  three  hundred  ;  but  then  I 
have  another  fHend,  from  whom  1  can  borrovir 
tine  rest." — "  Why  then,"  rejdied  my  friend, 
'^  if  you  would  take  my  advice,  (and  you  i&no^ 
I  shouM  not  presume  to  advise  you  but  tm 
yo(ur  oiwn  good)  I  would  recommend  it  to 
you  to  borrow  the  whole  sum  from  that  othev 
friend,  and  then  one  nc^  will  serve  for  all,  you 
know." 

'  Poverty  now  began  to  come  fast  upou  me ; 
yet  instead  of  growing  more  provident  or  cau- 
tious as  I  grew  poor,  I  became  every  day 
more  indolent  and  simi^.  A  fideaid  was  ar* 
rested  for  fifty  pounds  ;  I  was  unable  to  extri- 
cate liim  except  by  becoming  his  bait.  ^Wben 
at  liberty  he  fled  tvoai  his  creditors,  and  kit 
me  to  take  his  place :  in  prison  I  expeeted 
greater  satisfactions  than  i  had  enjoyed  at 
large.  I  hoped  to  converse  with  men  in  this 
new  wortd  simple  and  belieying  like  myself; 
but  I  found  them,  as  cmtuing  and  as  cautions 
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as  thosein  the  w<O0ld  I  had  lefi  behind.  They 
spunged  up  my  mcmey  whilst  it  lasted,  bor* 
rowed  my  coala  aad  neyer  paid  for  th^i,  and 
cheated  me  when  I  played  at  cribbage.  AU 
this  was  done  because  they  b^icrred  me  to  be 
rery  good-natuired,  and  knew  that  I  had  no 
harm  in  me. 

^  Upon  my  first  entrance  into  tiiis  mansion, 
which  is  to  some  thie  abode  of  despair,  I  fdlt 
no  sensations  different  from  those  i  experi- 
enced abroa^d.  X  was  now  on  onte  side  the 
door,  and  those  who  Were  unconfined  were  on 
the  other  ;  this  was  all  the  difference  between 
us.  At  first,  indeed,  I  felt  some  uneasiness, 
in  considmng  how  I  should  be  abid  to  provide 
this  week  for  the  wants  of  ithe  week  enduing  ; 
but  after  some; time,  if  I  found  myself  sura  of 
eating  one  day,  I  ney.er  troubled  my  head 
howlwas  to  be  supplied  another.  I  seized 
eyery  precarious  meal  with  the  utrnpst  good* 
bufflour;  indulged  no  rants  of  spleen  at  my 
situation  ;  never  called  down  heaven. and  all 
the  stars  to  behold  me  dining  upon  an  half- 
penny-worth of  radishes ;  my  yery  com- 
panions were  taught  to  believe  that  I  liked 
sallad  better  than  mutton.  I  contented  my- 
self with  thinking,  that  all  my  life  I  should 
either  eat  white  bread  or  brown  ;  considered 
that  all  that  happened  was  best;    laughed 

when  I  was  not  in  pain,  took  the  v?orld  as  it 
Vol.  I.  o 
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99A  maiden  ladies  fri^  which  this  city  seems 
tp  beover-puni  ^  Sure  matriage/  said  I,^  is 
not  snfficienily -eneonragedj  or  we  shobld 
nearer  behold  isuch  ct«owds  of  battered  beanx 
and  decayed  ooqtt0tteil  dstill  atteftrpting  to 
driye  a  trade  they  have  been  se  long  unfift'for^ 
SMid  8Wai;iiiing  upon  the'  gfaiety  of 'the  age.  I 
behold  an  oM  baohelor  in  the  mdst'eotitempti- 
Ue  light,  ate  an  animal  that  liresJ  upon  th4 
eommbndto0k,  wkhi»nteoi^ti4bttting  his  share : 
he  is  a  beast  of  prey,  and  the  laws  should 
malce  Use  of  as  m«iny  stratagems^  and  us  teneh 
force  to  drive'  the  ifelo^arni  ^age  into  tb^ 
toils,  as  the^  Indians  when  they  hiint' the  rhi-i 
noee#o8.  The  mob  idbould  be  permitt^  to 
halloo  sifter  him,  boys  might  play  trieks  on 
him  With  t^p^nity,  6very  well-bred  chmpanj^ 
sliould  laugh  at  him^and  if,  when  turned'  of 
sixty,  he  offered  to  make  lore,  Ms  inistress 
might  spit  in  his  face,  or,  what  would  be  per- 
haps a  greater  pi|ii^s}im^,fl|oul4  fiurly  grant 
the  favour. 

^  As  for  old  maids,^  continued  I,  ^  they  should 
not  be  Ixeiated  with  so  jp^ch  severi]ty»  because 
I  suppose  none  would  be  so  if  they  could  help 
it.  No  lady  in  her  senses  would  chpose  to  make 
a  subor^atefigiireaiehriittenings^afidlyingsi 
in,  when  iskeimftgbt  be  the' principal  herself; 
nor  curry  favour  with  41  sisM4n-laWj  vribM 
she '  miij^  Command  an  husband ;  nor  toil  is 
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fnfning  cn^lurds,  when  the  idii^  lil^  a-beil 
and  giwe  direction  bow  they  ou^t  to  be 
made;  nor  stifle  aU  her  seaeatioiie  in  denmpe 
fermaKty,  when  she  niifpht  with  natrimenial 
freedom  shake  her  acqaaintance  by  the  hand, 
and  wink  at  a  double  entendre;  No  lady  eoidd 
be  eo  ^fery  siHy  as  to  live  single,  if  she  doald 
help  it.  I  consider  an  unmarried  lady  de<«- 
idinm^  kitb  tiie^  Tale  of  years,  as  one  of  those 
charming  eonntries  bcnrdering  onOhtna  that 
tieswasrtefor  wantof  ^oper  inhabitanti.  We 

are  nottoaccusethecountry^buttheigndraaee 

ot  its  netghboan,  who  are  insenmble  of  its 

beaaties,  though  at  liberty  to  enter  and  culti^ 

TBte  the  soiL' 

^  Indeed,  sir,'  relied  my  compamo^'^yoii 

are  very  litde  acquainted  with  the  EkigHsh 

ladies,  to  thisdL  they  are  old  maids  against 

llieir  vrilL    I  dare  vcntuve  to  affona,  that  yoa 

can  hardly  select  one  of  them  all  bat  has  had 

Aeqaeat  offisrs  of  marriage,  which  either  pride 

or  avarice  has  not  made  her  reject.     Instead 

of 'ddaking  it  a  ifisgraee,  they  take  every  oc«- 

easion  to  boast  of  their  former  eraelty ;   a 

aokliar  does  not  cfxult  more  when  he  connls 

^ver  die  wounds  be  has  received,  than  a  female 

-veteran  when  she  relates  the  wounds  she  has 

formerly  given :  exhaustless  when  she  hegias 

a  narrative  of  the  former  deatii-^dealiag  power 

of  her  ^6S.    SHie  lells  of  the  ftilight  in  gold 

o  3 
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lace,  who  dBed  witb  a  tingle  froWoy  and  never 
rose  again  till^^he  was  married  to  his  maid; 
of  the  squire,  who  being  cruelly  denied,  in  a 
rage  flew  to  the  window,  and  lifting  up  tiie 
sash,  threw  himsdf  in  nn  agony— 4nto  his  arm 
chair;  of  the  parson  who,  crossed  in  love, 
resolutdy  swallowed  opium,  which  hanished 
the  stingps  of  despised  loye  by — making  him 
sleep.  In  short,  she  talks  over  h^  former 
losses  with  pleasure^  and,  like  some  trades- 
men, finds  some  consolation  in  the  many  bank* 
ruptcies  she  has  suffered. 

\  For  this  reason,  whenever  I  see  a  super- 
annuated beauty  still  unmarried,  I  tacitly 
accuse  her  either  of  pride,  avarice,  coquetry, 
or  affectation.  There^s  Miss  Jenny  Tinder- 
box,  I  once  remember  her  to  have  had  some 
beauty,  and  a  moderate  fortune.  Her  elder 
sister  haj^ned  to  marry  a  man  of  quality 
and  this  seemed  as  a  statute  of  virgfslty 
against  poor  Jane.  Because  there  was  one 
lucky  hit  in  the  family,  she  was  resolved  not 
<o  disgrace  it  by  introducing  a  tradesSMUi. 
By  thus  rejecting  her  equals,  and  neglected 
or  despised  by  her  superiors,  she  now  acts  in 
the  capacity  of  tutoress  to  her  sister'^s  ehiU 
dren,  and  undergoes  the  drudgery  of  three 
servants,  without  receiving  the  wages  of  one. 

^  Miss  Squeeze  njras  a  pawnlN*oker*s  daugh- 
ter i  her  father  had  early  taught  her  that 
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asolMy'  1^8  a'tery  good  thing,  and  left  lier  a 
moderate  ^fortune  at  his  death.  SMie  was  so 
peirfeefly  sensible  of  the  vdlue  of  what  she 
had  got,  that  she  was  resolved  never  to  part 
with  a  farthing  without  an  equality  on  the 
part  of  her  suitor :  she  thus  refused  several 
oflfers  made  her  by  people  who  wanted  to  bet- 
ter themselves,  as  the  saying  is ;  and  grew 
old  and  ill-natured,  without  ever  considering 
that  she  should  have  made  an  abatement  in 
h«r  pretensions,  irom  her  face  being  pale,  and 
marked  with  the  small-pox. 

'Lady  Betty  Tempest,  on  the  contrary^ 
had  beauty,  with  fortune  and  family.  But 
fond  of  conquest,  she  passed  from  triumph  to 
triumph  ;  she  had  read  plays  and  romances, 
and  there  had  learned  that  a  plain  man  of  com- 
mon sense  was  no  better  than  a  fool :  such 
she  refused,  and  sighed  only  for  the  gay, 
giddy,  inconstant,  and  thoughtless  ;  after  she 
had  thus  rejected  hundreds  wly;^  liked  her, 
and  sighed  for  hundreds  who  despised  her, 
she  found  herself  insensibly  deserted :  at  pre- 
sent she  is  company  only  for  her  aunts  and 
cousins,  and  sometimes  makes  onein  acountry- 
dance,  with  only  one  of  the  chairs  for  a  part- 
ner, casts  off  round  a  joint-stool,  and  sets  to 
a  corner-cupboard.  In  a  ivord,  she  is  treated 
with  -civil  contempt  from  every  quarter,  and 
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placed,  like  a  piece  oF  okt-fiuiliioiied  Imidber 
merely  to  fill  up  a  corner. 

^  But  Sophroitia,  the  gracious  Sophrotita, 
how  shall  I  mention  her  ?  She  was  taught  to 
love  Greek,  and  hate  the  men  from  her  very 
infancy :  she  has  rejected  fine  gentlemen  he^ 
cause  they  were  not  pedants,  and  pedants  he* 
cause  they  were  not  fine  gentlemen ;  her  ex* 
quisite  sensibility  has  taught  her  to  discover 
every  fault  in  every  lover,  and  her  inflei^Ie 
justice  has  prevented  her  pardoning  them : 
thus  she  rejected  several  offers,  till  the  wrinkles 
of  age  had  overtaken  her  ;  and  now,  without 
one  good  feature  in  her  face,  she  talks  inces^^ 
santly  of  the  beauties  of  the  mind.'   Farewell. 


LETTER  XXVIII. 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


Aiieicriptioii  of  a  «I»b  of  anthora^ 


Wer^  We  to  estimate  the  learning  of  the 
English  by  the  number  of  books  that  are  every 
day  published  among  them,  perhaps  no  coun« 
try,  not  even  China  itself,  could  equal  them 
in  this  particular.  I  have  reckoned  not  les6 
than  twenty-three  new  books  published  in  one 
day  ;  which,  upon  computation,  makes  right 
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thousand  three  haodred  and  aioety-fiTQin  one 
year.  Most  of  these  are  not  confined  to  one 
single  seienpe,  bat  einbtaee  the  whole  cirele. 
History,  politics,  poetry,  mathematica,  Oieta- 
physics,  and  the  philosophy  of  nature  aN^  all 
<M>mprised  in  a;  manual  not  larger  than  that  ill 
which  our.  children  axe  taught  the  letters^.  If 
then  we  suppose  the  learned,  of  England  to 
read  but  an  eighth  pairt  of  the  wol'ks  whidl 
daily  coine  from  the  press,  (and  surely  none 
can  pretend  to  learning  upon  lesrs  easy  tarms) 
at.thi3  rate  every  ischolar  will  read  a  thousand 
ho^s  in )  one  year.  From  such  a  calculation 
you njiay.conjecrtiire  what  an  amazing  luud:«f 
literatace.a  man  must  be  possessed  of,, who 
thus  reads  three  new  books  every  day,  npt  m^ 
of  which  buA  Oontains  all  the  good  things  that 
ever  weare  said  or  written.  , 

.  And  yet  J  know  not  how  it  happens,  but  the 
English  are  not  in.  reality  so  learned  as  womU 
seem  .froih  this  calculation.  We  meet  buit 
few  who  knolw  atlL  arts  atiid  scflences  topeiifec* 
tion ;  ivhjsthi^  j[ti#. that  the  generalU^  are  inn 
capalfle  of  audi  extensive,  knowledge^  o^  tha^ 
the  authors  of  those  b<ioks  arc  not  adequato 
instructors.  In  China  the  emperor  himsetf 
takes  cognisalice  of  all  the  doctors  in  the 
kingdom  who  profess  autbiarsUp.  In  Bog- 
land  eveny  man  ^nay  be  an  author  that  can 
write  i  for  they  have  by  law  a  liberty  mot  only 


of  fira^iig^  what  they  plems^y  imtvft  being"  tisd 
ft»diin  asthey pleMe« 

Yesterday  I  testified  ray  ^lurpme  to  the 
man  in  blacky  where  writers  could  be  found  ia 
liuflBeient  natnber  te  throw  oiBP  the  books. i 
d^iily  aaw  crowding  fi?oia  the  pness.  I  atiirst 
ktoagtned  that  their  learned  s^eaiinaries  might 
tttke  Uiis  ttiethod  of  instructing  the  world. 
Bat  to  obTiate  this  objection,  roy  oompanioa 
assured  me,  that  the  doctors  of  coUegea  never 
wrote,  and  that  seiSEie  of  tliem  had  aetaalfy 
forgot  their  reading ;  but  if  you  desire^  dott'* 
tinned  he,  to  see  a  collection  of  autheis,  I 
iKiny  I  ean  introduce  you  this  eyeniiig  tn  a 
eiab,  which  assembles  every  Satmiday  at 
se>refi,  at  the  sign  of  the  Brnooiy  near  Isltng^ 
ton,  to  talk  i^reg  the  bnsinasa  of  ibe  last)  and 
the  entertainment  of  the  week  easninjg.  I 
ftOidepted  hts  invitation,  wa  walked  together, 
ai^d  entei^'  the  hoase  some  timebefitHre  the 
iteual  hour  for  the  com^ny  assmnUing. 

My  friend  took  tins  opportunity  of  letting 
m^  into  tiie  characters  of  the^  prinicipcd  mem-^ 
hers  of  the  club,  not  even  the  beet  excepted  ; 
Who,  it  fifeems,  was  enoe  an  nathor  himself^ 
b^t  prefetred  by  a  bookseller  te  this  situation 
a(^  a  rewatd  lo^  his  fdrvDor  services. 

The  first  person,  said  he,  of  onr  sooidty,  is 
doctor  N(>n-^ettlity,  a  metaphysician.  Ilost 
t^eeple  thiak  hinv  a  profound  scholar ;  but  as 


he  seldoHi  gpeaks,  I  cannot  be  iposSttve  in  that 
partioulaff  :  he  generaUy  spreads  himself  be^ 
fwe  the  fire,  s«cks  his  pipe,  talks  little,  driidu 
■Blich,  and  is  reckewsd  Tsiy  good  compaiiy* 
I'm  ttAd  he  \vriles  indexes  to  perfeetioo,  he 
makes  essays  ob  tiie  ori gin  of  eirU,  philoao<- 
phioal  nM{«ir]ttB  upon  any  subject,,  and  ikraws 
up  an  answer  to  any  book  upon  tweo^ty-^liaar 
hours  imxmag.  You  nay  disttnguioh  him 
fipom  the  rest  of  the  iconipany  by  his  long  grey 
mg,  and  the  bhie  handUcerebief  round  his 

The  next  to  him  in  merit  and  esjieem  is  Tim 
Syflabttb,  a  droll  creaiare;  he  sometiiaes 
shines  as  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude  amoBg 
thehohoice  spirits  of  the  a^ :  he  is  reokeoMd 
equally  exceUent  ai  a  rebus,  a  riddle,  a  bawdy 
song,  and  an  hymn  for  the  tabernacle.  You 
will  know  him  by  his  shabby  finery,  his  pow- 
dered wig,  dirty  shirt,and  broken^lk  s  tocki  ngs . 

After  him  succeeds  Mr.  Tibs,  a  very  useful 
hand  ;  he  writes  receipts  for  the  bite  of  a  mad 
dog,  and  throws  off  an  eastern  t^Ie  to  perfec- 
tion ;  he  understands  the  business  of  an  author 
as  wdl  as  aiiy  nma,  for  no  bookseller  aliTe  can 
eheat  him.  You  may  dtstingiddi  him  by  the 
peculiar  dmnsitiess  of  his  figure,  and  the 
coarseness  <tf  his  eoat :  howeiv^er,  though  it 
he  eoarse,  (as  be  firequently  teUs  the  company) 
he  haspaidifoT  it. 
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Lawyer  Squist  is  the  politician  of  the  so* 
ciety ;  he  makes  speeches  for  parliament^ 
writes  addresses  to  his  fellow  subjects^  and 
letters  to  noble  commanders :  he  giTes  the 
history  of  every  new  play,  and  finds  seasoni- 
able  thoughts  upon  every  occasion.  My  com* 
panion  was  proceeding  in  hb  deseriptioni 
when  the  host  came  runnipg  in  with  terror  on 
his  countenance,  to  tell  us,  that  the  door  was 
beset  with  bailiffs.^  ^  If  that  be  the  case  th^i^? 
says  my  companion,  'we  had  as  good  be 
going ;  for  I  am  positive  we  shall  not  see  one 
of  the  company  this  night.  Wherefore,  disap- 
pointed, we  were  both  obliged  to  return  home ; 
be  to  enjoy  the  oddities  which  compose  his 
character  alone,  and  I  to  write  as  usual  to  my 
friend  the  occurrences  of  the  day.     Adieu. 


LETTER  XXIX. 

FROM   THE    SAME. 


The  prpceedingt  of  the  club  of  authors. 


By  my  last  advices  from  Moscow,  I  find  the  ca- 
ravan has  not  yet  departed  from  China  :  I  still 
continue  to  write,  expecting  that  you  may  re- 
ceive a  large  number  of  my  letters  at  once. 
In  th^m  you  will  find  rather  a  minute  detail 
of  English  peculiarities,  than  a  general  picture 


9t  thfir  muki^am  or  idtiiipoMtioB.  Happy  it 
iMve  £»r  mmdsimd  if  all  tr^eUen  wouM  thHs, 
jiM9lMtd  af  dHtftoterizhl^  i^  peopt^  In  general 
iMSB^imiA  ms  into  a  dedail  4rf  UiMe  tnUiute 
meiHaBtaaeMi  ivluoli  first  influetioed  Iftieir 
#piMao  :  the  geiii»$  ot  ^  oountry  ihooAd  be 
investigated  ivith  a  Idiid  of  eitperiBieiital  in* 
qiiiry  ;  by  ibis  meaos  we  (srfaoiild  baiEe  more 
prceise  and  jnat  notions  of  foM^  nations, 
and  detei^  ifaTetters  tbotOMfires  when  they 
happened  to  form  wrong  conclusions. 

Mf  fidend  and  i  repeated  our  Tisit  to  ihe 
club  of  auithnrs ;  where^  i^on  o«r  ^ntrao^e,  we 
foKBd  tbe^mpnbers  aU  assembled,  an4  engaged 
in  a  loud  debate. 

Tbe  pofit,  in  shabby  tmeiff  hokUng  a  njanu- 

sorifit  ifl  ii^  hand,  was  /eamnstly  ende^ 

ing  to  perapade^tbeoimqiiiny  tekeariiii 

the  first  book  x^  an  faeroie  poem,  whiofaj 

^Miapoaed  the  4ay  before.    But  a| 

nil  tk»  VHOMbers  ^ery  wannly  ohgecftod. 

kliew  no  Toason  why  «sy  meiriber  of  th0  cli|b 

tdioiiM  ho  indulged  wijth  a.  paviieular  faeavipg, 

•when  iiiany  of  thepi  had  puMisfaed  whole vvb- 

Inmes  srliiGJkJbad  never  been  Isokod  in.    They 

inaieted'Aat  tiie  iaw  should  beobsem^,  where 

jondtng  in  eoMpany  wiui  expressly  nojfciced. 

it.  was  an  vQUi  that  Ae  poet  pleaded  this  peou- 

iinr  ilnerit  of  Us  spieoa ;  ho>s|iiB|ie  ioan  assbiO'- 

blv'insansjibliio  nU  hie.  vemonalsftttoes  ;  the 
Vol,  r,  p 
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book  of:  laws  was  9|)Med,  and  read  by  tke 
secretary )  wiiere  it  was  expressly  ennoted^ 
*  That  whatsoYcr  poet,  speeoh^»«icer,  eritW, 
or  historian,  should  presume  to  engage  the 
company  by  reading  his  own  works^  be  was 
to  lay  down  six-penoe  previous  to  op^iittg 
the  manuscript,  and  should  be  diarged  one 
sbilUng  an  hour  while  he  continued  reading,; 
the  said  shilling  to  be  equally  distributed 
among  the  company  as  a  recompense  for  their 
trouble.'  n 

Our  poet  seemed  at  firfet  to  shrink:  at  the 
penalty,  hesitating  for  some  time  whether  he 
should  deposit  the  fine,  or  shut  up  the  poem ; 
but  looking  round,  and  perceiving  two  stran* 
gersjn  the  room,  his  loy0  of  fame  outweighed 
'udence,  and  laying  down  the  sum  by 
babUshed,  he  insisted  on  his  prerogative. 
*ofound  sii^ice  ^»suing,  he  began  by 
ling  his  design^  *  Gentlemen,'  says  i^, 
ires^t  piece  is  not  one  of  yo«r  eommon 
loems,  which  come  from  the  press  like 
paper  kites  in  summer ;  there  are  none  of  your 
Tumus's  or  Dido's  in  it ;  it  is  an  henoical 
description  of  nature.  I  only  beg  you'll  en* 
deavour  to  make  your  souls'  in  unisoii  with 
mine,  and  hear  widi  the  iE»iiie  enthusiasm 
with  which!  have  writt^i.  The  poem  begins 
with  the  description  of  an  author's  beddiam* 
her:  the  piotore  was  sketched  in  my  own 


apftrtdie«l ;  for  you  liiiist  kBom^  gendeineiiy 
thate  I/aitt  liysdf  the  hero.'  Then  putlnig 
hiflttelf « into  the  aliit»de  ?  of  -aii  ottAofv, « ^rith 
aU  the  emphlwla^of  yeiee  and  adiony  he  pro^ps 
eeeded: — '-•''..  •.)•-- 

*Wli«retlid  Red  Bkin  staring  o'er  tiii)  wky, 
lavit^  cAch  passing  stringer  that  call  pay ; 
Where  Calvert'g  butt,  and  Parson's  black  Champagne, 
tAe^fale  tlie  drabs  and  Uctoda  of  Xhrury  Lane ; 
There  in.a  lonely  roonij,  from  bailiffs  snug. 
The  Mu^.  founuSieroggen'stretchM  beueath  a  rilg.  ' 
A  window  pat<Mi'd  with  :papiBf^t»a  ray» 
That  dinily  show'd  the  state  in  which  he  lay  ; 
Theaanded  ioor  that  grits  beneath  the  treM;      ' 
The  humid  wall  with  paltry  pictures  s|Xi:;ead  ^ , 
The  royid  game  of  goose  was  there  id  view,. 
'  And  thetwehra  rotes  the  royai martyr  draw ; 
The  seasons  firam'd  with  listing  found  a  plac<;« 
And  brave  prince  William  shoW'd  his  lamp-blaclL  face : 
.  ,  Theoporn .waacoldy h«, views ifithkecm (Wisire 
The  rusty  ^Aie,  unconscious  of  a  fire : 
With  beer  mud  milk  arrears  Ike  fi*iescw«a  sedr^d. 
And  five  crack'd  tea  cups  dress'd  the^imaeyi 
A  night-cap  decked  his  orows  instead  of  bay, 
A  c^p  by  nigUUi-41  aiocking  aU  the<dagr^ 

With  this  laatline  he  ^emed  somiichj 
that  he  was  anable  to  proceed.    ^  'Phei 
tlatmimf  ^etieB  he,  ^  ih^ite  is  a  deaH»iptk»] 
you;  Rabelaia's  bedehaniberisBuiafbQl toit : 

There  is  spuadt  aad  senses  Aii,d  trutb  aad  aa^ 

tore,  ipllietrifiyiag  epilipiMNt^  «^  tto  syUaMes.^ 

He  wail  to!^  mn^  enqidoyed  ia  sdftadmira-! 

twi  to  j^lperye  thf  eompany^  who  by  nodB^ 

wij»ks^slinisi»  Mdiiaiii^c^  laiifliler,  ttstifiisd 

evmfifm^^^^n1kmj(i.iMe  iarnied  seti^ally 

ta  ea«l|ilw(iitlNir.a|iaiMr^ 
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^wmtf  totAf  to  s|^latid;  One  tf wcmr  it  was 
^Wtohable )  flUiotber  stud  It  ¥nm  48Lmm'd  Am  ; 
and  a  tUrd  cried  piii  w  iu  raptktre^  ^  Oltt4(Mi-^ 
mo.'  At  ki«t>  addvenittg  Umsdf  1o  Hbm  pt^ 
sident, '  And  pray,  Mr.  Squint/  say»  be^  *  tet 
us  bave  your  opinioii/-*-^  Mtne^V  answered  the 
president  (Idktng  tb«  ttteittltreript  Otit  6t  the 
autbor^s  hand)  *  may  this  glass  suffoitetd  me, 
but  I  think  it  equal  to  a<iy  thing  t  ba¥e  seen  ; 
and  I  fancy^  (epntiMied  .he,  dottbttng  up  the 
poem,  and  forcing  it  into  the  author^s  podcet,) 
that  yottWiH  ^et  gt^i^  hM<rurt?hett  it  Cf^mes 
out ;  so  t  shaii  beg  leete  ie  pet  it  in .  We 
will  ncrt  iiottrude  il]^on  ^our  good  nature,  in 
desiring  to  h^f  mere  «f  it  at  pt^stitni^,  ea: 
ungu0  Mereuiemf  we  are  satisfied,  perfisctly 
sa^|A^d.'  ^be  author  made  two  or  thre^  at- 
temH  to  pnH  it  eut  A  seoend  tlme^  and  the 
preMen(nN4eifiimaAyMprirrwtliitti«  Tktis, 
thof^h  witli  rdaotenesi  he  WAs  e^l  las*  obliged 
to  sit  dewo^  contented  with  the  fynunmrnikk* 
tione  for  whiek  hs  tied  jlaM* 

When  tins  >  tensest  e(  poetry  and  praise 
was  Uewtt  altetf  ene  «f  4ii^  ^immpnttf  ishftliged 
the  Mbjsety  bpy  «frotMk|tef  hmi^  ktty  Mifi  cMiM 
be  so  dell  M  to  ^wifi^  p«e#y  flt  presi^t,  filiiee 
press  Hcietf  ^«ould  h^nMy  pAy^^  ^WWuM  yt^ 
Mfkk  M,  gfMttittiBil^  (DMiitltted  ll«)  I  lMiV« 
iMtntty  #tittM  kist  nmk  staMM  pMywBi 
tifrelve  'W^y  j^(lt«>  and  thfee  fNMiMS) «»  itt 


tfae  rate ;  of  aoD^nce  a*p»ee  ;  and  fribat  <  is 

s^  iniive  exiraovdtiiary,  ilte-bookseUer  has 

l#ftt  by  the  baii^ain.     Such  flmrmons  woBkl 

once  haire  gataed  me  a  fMrebend'a  stall ;.  bat 

now,  alas !  we  have  neither  piety,  taste,  nor 

huiMMir  among  us.    Positively,  if  this  season- 

do  not  turn  oat  better  than  it  has  begun, 

unless  the  ministry  commit  some  blunders'  to 

furnish  us  with  a  new  topic  of  abuse,  I  shall 

resume  my  old  busfness  of  working  at  the 

pr^ss,  instead  of  finding  it  employment. 

The  whole  club  seemed  tojoin  in  oondeim- 

ingthe  season  ^  as  one  of  the  worst  that  had 

come  for  some  time.     A  gentleman  particu- 

lariy  obseryed,  that  the  nobility  were  never 

known  to  subscribe  worse  than  at  present. 

'  I  know  not  how  it  happens,^  said  he,  ^  though 

I  follow  them  np  as  close  as  possible,  yet  I 

eanhar^y  get  a  single^  subscription  in  a  week. 

The  houses  of  the  great  are  as  inaccessible  as 

a  frontier  garrison  at  midnight.    I  never  see 

a  nobleman^s   door  half^opened,  that    some 

surly  porter  or  footman  does  not  stand  full  in 

the  ^  breach.     I  was  yesteiday  to  wait .  with  a 

subscription  proposal  npon  my;  lord  S^quasfa, 

the  Greolian.     I  had  posted  myself  at  his 

door  the  whole  mearning,  and  just  as  he  was 

getting/ into  his  coach,  thrust  noiy  proposal 

snug  into  his  hand,  folded  upJn  the  form  of  a 

letter  from  myself^    He  just  glanced  at^h« 
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tvpatteription^  bbA  not  kii#wia;  th«  temd; 
efli]lsi||f»ed  it  to  hisTalM  de'ciiainfciie;  tirft 
Mqiectable  pavsaiiftge  treated  it  as  his  isastor^ 
aad  put  it  iale  tibe  hands  of  the  portw ;  the 
l^rter  grasped  my  proposal  frowniiig ; .  and 
measuring  my  figure  frem  top  to  toe,  put  it 
back  into  my  oiwn  hands  unopeaed/ 

<  To  the  deifil  I  pitch  all  the  nobiKty,^  a^iee 
a  little  maot  in  a  peculiar  aceent :  ^  I  aat  sure 
they  haTO  of  late  u^ed  met  most  sourrily.  Yon 
must  knowy  gentlemeii)  some  tii^  ago^  upop 
the^MTriTal  of  a  certain  noble  duke  from  his 
travels,  I  set  myself  down,  and  Tamped  up  a 
fine  flaunting  poetical  panegyric,  which  I  had 
written  in  such  a  strain,  that  I  fancied  it  would 
haYo  even  wheedled  milk  finom  a  mouse.  In 
this  I  represented  the  whole  kingdom.  weU 
coming  his  grace  to  Us  aatiye  sdl,,  not  for* 
getting  the  loss  France  and  Italy  would  sms-.^ 
tain  in  their  arts  by  his  d^arture.  I  eaipeoted 
to  touch  {qir  a  hfisAEi^bill  at.  least ;  so  fsUing 
up  my  Torses  in  gilt  papery  I  gave  my  last 
half-croTni  to  a  genteel  serrant  to  be  the 
boMter.  My  letter  was  aaiAj  conveyed  to  his 
graoe ;  and  the  sev^tnt,  aft^  four  houne^  ab» 
9ence,  during  which  time  I  led  the  life>  of  .a 
lu^ndvtetumed  with  ti,  letter  four  tmes  as.  big 
aa  n^ne^  Guess  my  ecstasy  at  the  ppospect 
of  so  fine  a  return.  I  eagerly  took  tli^  packet 
into  my  handfti  Aat  trembled  to  receive  iti    I 


kept  it  Bome  tkne  HQopefied  before  me,  breodU 
in^  oYeir  A«  eicpeoted  treatvre  it  eMftefned  ; 
when  epening'  it,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved,  f(eii« 
tlemen,  his  gtaee-had  sent  me  in  pajrinent  for 
mj  poeati  bo  bank-bills,  but  six  copies  of  vefee, 
each  longer  than  mine,  addressedto  him  npon 
the  same  occasion.' 

^A  nobleman,*  cries  a  member,  who  had 
hitherto  been  silent,  *  is  created  as  mubh  for 
tile  eonfufiidn  of  ns  authors  as  the  oatohpole. 
l^U  tell  you  a  story,  gentlemen,  whidh  is  as 
troe  as  that  this  pipe  is  made  of  clay.  Wlieli 
I  was  delivered  of  my  first  book,  I  owed  my 
tailor  for  a  sait  of  clothes  ;  bnt  that  is  nothing 
new  you  know,  and  may  be  any  man's  case, 
as  well  as  mine.  Well,  owing  him  for  a  suit 
ofelothes,  and  hearing  that  my  book  took  very 
wdl,  he  sent  for  his  money,  and  insisted  upon 
being  paid  immediately ;  though  I  was  at 
that  time  rich  in  fame,  for  my  book  run  like 
wild-flre,  yet  I  was  very  short  in  money,  and 
bring  unable  to  satisfy  his  demand,  prudently 
resolved  to  keep  my  chamber,  preferring  a 
prisen  of  my  own  choosing  at  hoBde,  to  one  ef 
my  tiJlbr^s  choosing^  abroad.  In  vain  the 
baiHife  used  all  their  arts  to  decoy  me  from 
my  citadel ;  in  vain  they  sent  to  let  me  know 
that  a  gentleman  wanted  to  speak  with  me  at 
the  next  tavern  ;  in  vain  they  came  with  an 
urgent  ntiessage  from  my  uunt  in  the  country  ; 
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in  Tain  I  wa»  told  ibat  a  partieiilar  friend  was 
at  the  point  of  deaths  and  desired  4o  take  bi$ 
Jast  farewell:  I  was  deaf,  ina^sible,  rock, 
adamant,  the  bailiffs  could  make  nolnjipresttion 
on  my  hard  heart,  for  I  effectually  kept  my 
liberty,  by  never  stirring  out  of  the  room. 

*  This  was  very  well  for  a  fortnight ;  when 
one  morning  I  received  a  most  splendid  mes- 
sage from  the  earl  of  Doomsday,  lmp<Hnlii|g 
that  he  had  read  ipy  book,  and  was  in  raptuiM 
with  every  line  of  it ;  he  impatiently  longed 
to  see  the  author,  and  had  some  designs  whtqh . 
might  turn  out  greatly  to  my  advantage.  I 
paused  upon  the  contents  of  this  message,  and 
found  there  could  be  no  deceit,  for  the  card 
was  gilt  at  the  edges,  and  the  bearer,  I  wa^ 
told,  had  quite  the  looks  of  a  gentleman.  Wit- 
ness, ye  powers,  how  my  heart  triumphed  at 
my  own  importance  ;  I  saw  a  long  perspective 
of  felicity  before  me,  I  applauded  the  taste  of 
the  times  which  never  saw  genius  forswtken  ; 
I  had  prepared  a  set  introductory  speech  for 
the  occasion,  five  glaring  compliments  for  his 
lordship,  and  two  more  modest  for  myself. 
The  next  morning,  therefore,  in  order  to  be 
punctual  to  my  appointment,  I  took  coach, 
and  ordered  the .  fellow  to  drive  io  the  strett 
and  house  mentioned  in  his  lordship's  address. 
I  had  the  precaution  to  puU  up  the  window  as 
I  went  along,  to  keep  off  the  busy  part  of 


mankind,  and^  b}g  wiA(«  exfMolation,  fancied 
the  coach  never  went  f|EM»t  wongh.  At  length, 
however,  the  wished-for  moment  of  its  stojT-* 
ping  Arrived ;  this  for  some  time  I  impatiently 
expected,  and  letting  A6\tik  the  door  in  a 
transport,  in  order  to  take  a  previous  view  of 
Msr  lor^hip^B  ttiagnMc^o^  pilace  ^afd  sittis^- 
ti&n,  I  founds  poison  t^  my  sight,  I  fbtind 
ittydelf,  not  in  an  elegant  iitreet,  bnt  a  piMr^ 
kne ;  not  oC  a  nobleman's  door,  btit  the  door 
ef  a  spnnging^faonse ;  I  fonnd  the  coaehman 
had  aB  thi#  while  been  jnst  dfMng  me  to  Jail, 
lind  I  aftw  4he^bti)fi#witha  deviPs  ftn^  eomtirg 
Mt  <^  iTe^ttM  iw/ 

To  a  pldlosopher,  no  d«<oanieianee^  how^ 
ever  irilKng^  is  too  minute ;  he  finds^  Insti^tte^ 
tion  and  entertainment  in  occurrences  whicih 
tote  passed  oVer  by  the  ttsi  iff  mankind  as  low, 
trite,  ind  indlflferent ;  ft  i»  from  the  number 
of  these  particnlairs,  ivhtch,  to  many  appeal: 
iniligaifletet,  that  he  is  at  last  enabled  to  form 
gene<^l  conclusions  ;  this,  therefore,  niuftt  be 
my  eiteuse  for  sending  so  far  as  China,  ae** 
iffonnts  df  manners  and  fUlies,  which,  though 
fttinhte  kt  theh^  own  nature,  serve  mbre  truly 
^  Chiirad;erize  tUs  people,  than  histories  of 
ihtit  public  treaties,  eoiirts,  ministers,  u^go^^ 
eiatioM,  and  ambasAadoihs.'    Adfeu. 
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LETTSR  XXX. 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


tiM  iperfitctioB  ot  tbe  Ckinese  In  the  art  of  g^iirAeniii|p.    Th«  dd' 
•criyEitioA  of  a  Chiaese  f  ^rdcn.  . 


Tac  English  have  not  yet  brought  the  art  o| 
gardenuig  to  the  sajpe  perfection  with  the 
CUnese,  but  have  latdy  begun  to  imitate 
them ;  nature  is  now  followed  with  greatop 
assiduity  than  form^ly  ;  the  trees  are  suffered 
to  shoot  out  iiitf^  the  utmost  luxuriance  ;  the 
atrj^aiDB^  ii«  longer  fore^d  Irom. their  native 
beds,  are  permitted  to  wind  along  tlie  valleys : 
spoiKtanepus  flowers  take  place.of  the  ftnished 
parterre,  and  the  enamelled  meadow  of  the 
nhaven  green. 

Yet  stiU  the  EkQgUsh  are  far  behind  hs  in 
this  chiiriaing  ar^ ;  their  designers,  have  not 
yet  attained  a  power  of  uniting  instruction 
with  beauty.  An  European  will  sc^qely  con-* 
peivemy  meaning,  when  I  ^y  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  garden  in  China  which  does^  ^ot 
contain  sp^e ,  fin^  moraly  couched,  lender  the 
general  design,  where  qne  is  not  taij^ht  wiSf* 
dam  lis  he  walkjs,  and  feels  the  fo^ce  of  spmi^ 
noble  truth,  or  delicate  precept,  j^esultipg  fron^ 
the  disposition  of  the  grovesi  streai|^Si  or 
grottos.  Permit  me  to  illustrate  what  I  mean 
by  a  description  of  my  gardens  at  Quamsi. 


crraraw  imp  the  ipm£|».  |6T 

My  heart  still  hirers  muiid  those  scenes  of 
former  happiness  with  pleasure ;  and  I  find  a 
satisfaction  in  enjoying  them  at  this  distance^ 
though  but  in  imagination. 

You  descended  from  the  house  b^weeniwo 
groYes  of  trees,  planted  in  such  a  manner,  that 
they  y^ere  impenetrable  to  the  eye ;  while  on 
each  hand  the  way  wtm  adorned  with  all  that 
was  beautiful inporedlain;statnary,ai|d  paint* 
ing.  This  passage  from  the  house  opened  into 
an  area  surrounded  with  rodui,  flowers,  trees, 
and  shrubs,  hut  all  so  disposed  as  if  each  was 
the  spontaneous  production-  of  nature.  As 
you  proceeded  forward  on  this  lawn,  to  your 
right  and  left  hand  were  two  gates,  opposite 
each  other,  of  very  diferent  architecture  and 
design,  and  before  youlay  a  temple  built  rather 
with  minute  elegance  than  ostentation. 

The  right  hand  gate  was  planned  with  the 
utmost  simplicity,  or^  rather  rudeness ;  ivy 
clasped  round  the  pillars,  the  baleful  Cyprus 
hung  over  it  ;  time  seined  to  have  destroyed 
all  the  smoothness  and  regularity  of  the  stone; 
two  champions  with  lifted  dubs  ^pear^  in 
'  the  act  of  guarding  its  access  ;  dragons  and 
serpents  were  secai  in  the  most  hideous  atti« 
tudes,  to  deter  the  spectator  from  approach- 
ing ;  and  ike  perspective  vi^w  that  lay  behind, 
eeemed  dark  and  gjloomy  to  the  last  ^egree ; 
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the  9tf«iig«r  urns  tenqiitod  W  entor  #riyih(M 
lli6tiiott6,  PBimA  Vftarih'i. 

Tbs  bppottte  gaie  iwrns  forwttd  in  a  ircr y  di£« 
ferent  manner;  the  anehitectuitt  wds  ligU^ 
ekganty  and  UiTitiii^;  flovvtens  liungiirwvealhs, 
rMnid  ililiepiUarB  ;  aM  Iras  finished  in  the  auNft 
e&ati;.aiid  laaslafly  BMumer ;  the  ^ery  stoii^ 
of  :wy«hjt  wte  bttilt  stiU  pFeaer^ad  ite^pbliah ; 
nymphs,  wrougiit  by  die  hand  of  a  mas^r,  ia 
the  most  ikihiiiiig  attitadeay  heckeoied  KIk 
jstraoger^o  appBOacb;  wfaUe  all  that  lay  be» 
hittdy.aa  fbff  as  ihe  aye  eotold  reaoh,  seemed 
gay,  iHOEKieianft^  and  x)«pnblp  of  a&rding  endi- 
iesBplaa^iure.  The  noitta  itself  cdBtribuitedte 
saivil^  him;  for  o¥»  the  gate  w4re  written 
Hwse  words,  Facilis  Dbsceksus. 

By'  t^s  tiiiae  I  fan^  yoa  begin  t«  pevc^^e 
that  the  gloomy  gate 'Was  designed  to  repre^- 
sent  the  road  to  Virtue;  the  oppo^ite^  the 
more  agreeaMe  passage  to  Vi^.  It  is  hut 
natiiral  to  aappose^  4^at  the  i^p^tator  wan 
alwo:ys  tempted  io  'Oiiter  hy  the  gftte  wbieh 
40BteA  him  sjo  maiiy  allurements.  I  always 
ill  these  loases  teft  him  to  Ms  eh^oe;  bnt 
g^enerally  found  that  be  took  to  the  )eft,  which^ 
promise  most  ewlertoinmoDt. 
-  Immediately  tipon  his  entering  the  gate  oi 
Vice,  <ihe;treesi  and  iow^rli  w^e  4ispos^d  hi 
ea^bajpaantieriia^to'iiEHike  tbo«aosl  ploasfaig 
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iosfresaioD; 'telaafaewidk^d^  feHlK^  tin,  he 
ittsmisibly  fosBd  the  garden  assmnetlie  air  of 
a  fvUdernesa,  the  landacapea  began  to  darken, 
the  patJM  i^trew  more  intricate,  he  appeared  to 
90  ^wnwards,  frigbtfal  roeka  seemed  to  hang 
o¥ear  hi«  faciad,  gloomy  ea/vemis,  itnexpeeted 
psec^ieea,  %irfiil  i^ains,  heaps  of  unburied 
booea,  and  tarrying  sounds,  eavsed  by  on*- 
seen  waters,  began  to  take  place  of  what  at 
first;  appeared  so  lovdy ;  it  waa  in  vakt  to  at* 
teoGipt  returning,  the  labyiftnth  was  too  mneh 
perplexed  far  any  but  myself  to  find  the  way 
back.  In  short,  whm  sufficiently  iaipressed 
wMi  the  horrors  of  what  he  .saw,  and  the  im- 
prudeace.of  bis.  choice,  I  bronjght  him  by  aa 
hidden  door  a  shorter  way  back  wAo  the  area 
frcHB  whence  at  first  he  had  strayed. 

The  gloomy  gate  now' presented  itself  be^ 
fore  the  stranger ;  lo^' though  there  seemed 
little  ta  its  appearance  to  tempt  Ids  curioaity; 
jr^  encouraged  by  the  motto^  he  gienerally 
proceeded.  The  darkness  of  tlie  eiltranet; 
the  frightful  figures  that  seemed  to  obstruct 
his  way,  the  ti^es  of  a  mournful  green,  eon- 
apired  at  first  to  disgust  him  :  as  he  went  for^ 
ward,' however,  all  began  to  open  and  wear 
a  more  pleasing  appeai^ance;  beautiful  <^as- 
cades,  beds  of  flowers,  trees  loaded  with  fruit 
or  bloas^ms^anl  imexpiaetedlM!0(Jis^  io^yo^ed 

tbeaeratei  lie ni^w fetiad that Junrasasoend^ 
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mg^mmAyWMht  prooiMdM,  aU;iMiAKre  gmw  mte 
beautifiil,  the  prespeoi  widened  as  lie  went 
higher,  eT^i  tiie  air  iteelf  seemedl  to  beoeme 
More  pure*  Thus  jdeased,  and  irnffy  fnam 
iittexpeoted  beauties,  I  S(t  hist  led  Um  4e  an 
UrbiHir^  fpam  w4ieace  he  coidd .  Tiew  the  |pnp« 
den  atid  the  whoiecoantry  around,  and  wfaesie 
he  might  erwa,  ifaat  tiie  rood  to  Virtue  tjn^ 
minated  in  Haffpinesa.        , 

Though  frem  this  desciription  you  maff 
imagine  that  a  tast  iraet  of  ground  iras  ne*'- 
eessary  to  exhibit  such  a  ^^leaaii^  variety  in, 
yet  be  assured  I  hsTe  seen  seteral  gardens  ia 
England  take  up  ten  times  the  space  whioh 
aoine  did,  widioot  |ialf  the  beauty.  A  very 
snail  extent  of  ground  is  enough  for  an  ele^* 
gant  taste ;  the  greater  room  is  required  if 
magnificence  is  in  view.  There  is  no  spot, 
though  eversoVttle,  winch  a  skilful  designer 
might  not  thus  improve,  se  as  to  convey  a 
ddieate  allegory,  and  knpress  the  mind  with 
truths  the^Btost  useful  and  necessary.    Adieu« 
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LETTER 

FROM   TiBE   SAME. 


Of  thif  dtofeneraey  •£  some  of  tiie  EMllsh  neliUkgr.    A  ni|ihinoo«| 

fieatt  unong  fhe  Tartatt. 


among 


hxm,  Ipte  ezottfiAta  vmih  my  Ariewi  into  th^ 
oomiktry,  agentleBBAnwilikm^liMirtURm  tied 


cmmmm  om  rwm  wmun  nt 


by  ^x  liar9^,  passed  swifiiy  by  U9,  aHeiidM 

wUk  nftwner^^wi  tram^  of  cwptoias^  laciliMyB^ 

and  oaaehes  fiUed  witb  wooifft.    When  wa 

wave  roeayered  feom  tii^  dual;  raiaad  by  tbia 

cavaloade,  and  eauld  <(K>ii|iii«aow  diwwimm 

wdiattt  daa^ar  af  suttHsatHm^  I  abaeiTad  la 

Biy^  coinpaAioiiy  that  all  tbiasitate  and  equi^ga^ 

which  be  seemed  te  desptae^  wouJd  in  Chbia 

be  regarded  With  the  atanost  revatanae,  be- 

eauseMich  diaNinelians  were  alwa]^:the  rewavd 

of  merit ;  the  giaataess  af  a  laaadarine^s  re-^ 

tiiMia  beiag  tk  most  cartaia  ii»airk  of  the.  au^psK- 

miity  of  bis  abililias  or  wtaa. 

^  Tbe  g^i4|l^»an  ¥^o  baa  aam  pasted  aa/ 

raidttedoiy  campapi<)»f  ^bas  ma  ekians  fvoai 

hia  owa  merit  ta;  distiiietian  ;  ha  is  poasaaaad 

neither  of  abilities  nor  virtue ;  it  is  .^MHig^ 

lor  hiaoi  tbat  ana  of  hia  anoaators  waaipoasessed 

of  theae  qualities  two  huiylred  y^ajrs  bafova 

kiad.    Thara  was  a  time^  iad^d^.  wheii  hit 

family  deaeri^  ihw  titk,  bat  thay  are  lopf 

since  degenerated,  and  his  aacestors,  for  m<Nre 

than  a  oeatury,  have  been  mora  aiid  more  so-^ 

Keitoas  to  keep  up  the  bread  of  tbeUr  dogs 

and  horses,  than  that  of  theUr  ebildren.    TUia 

irery  »aUefl[ian,  simple  as  he  seems,  ia  daoendad 

from  a  race  of  statesman  and  beffoes  ;  but  «]^ 

luekily  Ua  great-gf^adlatbar  msariryiag<aiPOPh>? 

maidy  aad  ^  hanioig  a.  tiifting  vmf^^mkjf 
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lardship's  gromn^  they  sotiiebow  croM^ 
the  strftioy  and  prodaced  an  heir,  wha  took 
after  his  motiier  in  his  great  loTe  to  gpeod  eat*> 
ing,  and  his  father  is  aTioleot  affeelion  for 
hor^e-^flesh.  These  passipns  haye,  for  some 
generations,  passed  on  from  father  "to  sen, 
and  are  now  become  the  characteristics  of  the 
family,  his  present*  tordship  being  equally  re-^ 
markable  for  hie  kitchen  and  his  stable.* 

• 

^  But  such  a  nobleman,*  cried  I,  ^  deserves 
our  pity,  thus  placed  in  so  high  a  sphere  of 
life,  which  only  the  more  exposes  to  contempts 
A  king  may  confer  titles,  but  it  is  periKMial 
merit  alone  that  insures  respect.  I  suppese^^ 
added  I, '  thflt  such  men  are  despised  by  thtE^ir 
equals,  neglected  by  th^r  inferiors,  and  coih 
demned  to  lire  among  inroluAtscry  dependants' 
in  irkaome  solitude.* 

•  ^  You  mre  still  under  a  mistake,*  repUed  my 
eempanion,  ^for  though  this  nobleman  is  a 
stranger  to  generosity ;  though  he  takedtweuty 
opportunities  in  a  day  of  letting  his  guests 
know  how  much  he  despises  them  ;  though  he 
ia  possessed  neither  of  taste,  wit,  n6r  wisdom ; 
though  incapable  of  improving  others  by  bis 
^conversation,  and  never  known  to  enridi  any 
by  his  bounty  ;  yet  for  all  this  his  company  is 
eagerly  sought  after  ;  he  is  a  lord,  and  that  is 
ae  much  as  most  people  desire  in  a  companion. 
QnaKty  wbA  #tle  have  >uoh  allmrenMiit^,  that 
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kandreds  are  ready  to  give  op  all  their  own 
impcNrtance  to  cringe,  to  flatty,  to  look  little, 
and  to  pall  every  pleasure  in  constraint,  merely 
to  be  among  the  great,  though  without  the 
least  hopes  of  improiring  their  understandings 
or  sharing  their  generosity ;  they  might  be 
happy  among  their  equals,  but  those  are  des- 
fiaed  for  company  where  they  are  despised  in 
turn.  You  saw  what  a  crowd  of  humble 
cousins,  card-ruined  beaux,  and  captains  on 
half-pay,  were  willing  to  make  up  this  great 
man's  retinue  down  to  his  country-seat.  Not 
one  of  all  these  that  could  not  lead  .a  more 
comfortable  life  at  home  in  their  little  lodging' 
of  three  shillings  a  week,  with  their  luke- 
warm dinner,  served  up  between  two  pewter 
plates  from  a  cook's  shop.  Yet,  poor  devils, 
they  are  willing  to  undergo  the  impertinence 
and  pride  of  their  entertainer,  merely  to  be 
thought  to  live  among  the  great ;  they  are 
willing  to.pass  the  summer  in  bondage,  though 
conscious  they  are  taken  down  only  to  approve 
his  lordship's  taste  upon  every  occasioi),  to 
tag  all  his  stupid  observations  with  a  verg 
true,  to  praise  his  stable,  and  descent  upon 
his  claret  and  cookery.' 

*  The  pitiful  humiliations  of  the  gentlemen 
you  are  now  describing,'  said  I, '  puts  me  in 
mind  of  a  custom  among  the  Tartars  of  Kordci, 

not  entirely  dissimilar  to  this  we  are  now, 
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cottsideritigi^  The  Ru9diatt»^  who  trade  witik 
them,  carry  tbitber  a  kind  of  inushrcMMM^ 
which  tb^y  excbang'e  for  furs  or  sqiiinr^ls, 
ermiae^,  sables^  and  foxes.  Thtise  mtishroonis 
tbe  rich  Tai^tars  lay  up  in  large  qnantitiesi  for 
the  wiater ;:  arid  when  a  nobleman  makes  A 
mushroom  feast^  all  the  neighbours  around 
are  incited.  The  mushrooms  are  prepared  by 
boiling,  by  which  the  water  acquires  an  iti:-' 
toxicating  quality,  and  ys  a  sort  of  drink  whiish 
the  Tartars  ^rize  beyond  all  Other.  Wlfien 
the  nobility  and  ladies  are  assembled,  and  the 
ceremonies  n«tial  between  people  of  distinc- 
tion over,  the  nrui^broom  broth  goes  freely 
round;  they  laugh,  talk  double  entendre, 
grow  fuddled,  and  become  excellent  company. 
The  poorer  sort,  who  love  mushroom  broth  to 
distraction  as  well  ast  the  rich,  but  cannot  af- 
ford it  at  the  first  hand,  post  themselves  on 
these  occasions  round  the  huts  of  the  rich, 
and  watch  the  opportdnlty  of  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  as  they  come  down  to  pass  their 
liquor,  and  holding  a  wooden  bowl,  catch  the 
delicious  fluid,  very  little  altered  by  filtration, 
being  still  strongly  tinctured  with  the  Intox- 
icating quality.     Of  this  they  drink  with  the^ 

*  Van  Stralenbergy  a  writer  of  credit,  gives  tbe  saipe 
•(Ociyiiiit  of  this  people.  See  an  Hlsiorieo-Oeograpbicai' 
DMcription  of  the  north  -eastern  pitets  of  Europe  and  Asia,, 
p.  dd7. 
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utmost  satisfaction,  and  thus  tbey  get  as  drunk 
and  as  jovial  as  their  betters.* 

*  Happy  nobility/  cries  my  companion,  'who 
can  fear  no  diminution  of  respect,  unless  by 
being  seized  with  stranguary  ;  and  who  when 
most  drank  are  most  useful :  though  we  have 
not  this  custom  among  us,  I  foresee,  that  if  ii 
were  introduced,  we  might  have  many  a  toad- 
eater  in  England  ready  to  drink  from  the 
wooden  bowl  on  these  occasions,  and  to  praise 
the  flavour  of  his  lordship's  liquor :    as  we 
have  different  classes  of  gentry,  who  knows 
bat  we  may  see  a  lord  holding  the  bowl  to  a 
minister^  a  knight  holding  it  to  his  lordship, 
atidasiitiple  squire  drinking  it  double  distilled 
from  the  loins  of  knighthood  ?  For  my  part, 
I  shaU  never  for  the  future  hear.a  great  man's 
flatterers  haranguing  in  his  praise,  that  I  shaU 
not  fancy  I  behold  the  wooden  bowl ;  for  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  a  man,  who  can  live 
easily  and  happily  at  home,  should  bear  thef 
drudgery  of  decorum  and  the  itnpertinence  of 
his  entertainer,  unless  intoxicated  with  a  pas- 
sion for  all  that  was  quality  ;  unless  he  thought 
that  whatever  came  from  the  great  was  de- 
Kctous,  and  had  the  tincture  of  the  mushroom 
in  it.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXXII. 

FROM    THE    SAME. 


The  maimer  of  writing  amony  the  Chinese.    The  eattent  tales  of 

maf^asiaes,  Ac.  ridicuLed. 


I  AM  disgusted,  O  Fum  Hoam,  even  to  sick- 
ness disgusted.  Is  it  possible  to  bear  the 
presumption  of  those  islanders,  when  they 
pretend  to  instruct  me  in  the  cerenabnies  of 
China !  They  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that 
every  person  who  comes  from  thence  must 
express  himself  in  metaphor ;  swear  by  AHa, 
rail  against  wine,  and  behave,  and  talk,  and 
write,  like  a  Turk  or  Persian.  They  make  no 
distinction  between  our  elegant  manners,  and 
the  voluptuous  barbarities  of  our  eastern 
neighbours.  Wherever  I  come,  I  raise  either 
diffidence  or  astonishment ;  some  fancy  me 
no  Chinese,  because  I  am  formed  more  like  a 
man  than  a  monster ;  and  others  wonder  to 
find  one  born  five  thousand  miles  from  Eng- 
land, endued  with  common  sense.  Strange, 
say  they,  that  a  man  who  has  received  his 
education  at  such  a  distance  from  London, 
should  have  common  sense  ^  to  be  born  out 
of  England,  and  yet  have  common  sense  ? 
impossible  !  He  must  be  some  Englishman  in 
disguise ;  his  very  visage  has  nothing  of  the 
true  exotic  barbarity. 


I  yesterday  reoeived  an  inriiaiion^fireiii  a 
lady  of  distinction,  who  it  seems  had  eel* 
lected  all  her  knowledge  of  eastern  manneirs 
^om  fictions  every  day  propagated  here  under 
the  titles  of  eastern  tales,  and  oriental  his^ 
tories:  she  reeeured  me  very  politely^  but 
seemed  to  wonder  that  I  neglected  bringing 
opijum  and  a  tobacco  box.  #  When  chairs  were 
drawn  for.the  rest  of  the  company,  I  was  as* 
sotted  my  place  on  a  cushion  on  the  floor.  It 
was  in  vai^  that  I  protested  the  Chinese  used 
chairs,  as  in  Europe;  she  understood  deco« 
rums  too  well  to  entertain  me  with  the  ordi-i. 
nary  civilities. 

;  I  had  searoely  been  seated  according  to  her 
durectioiis^  when  the :  footman  was  ordered  to 
pin  a  napkin  under  my  chin;  this  I  protested 
against,  as  being  no  way  Chinese ;  however^ 
the  whole  company,  who,  it  seems,  were  a 
club  of  connoisseurs,  gave  it  nnaniraously 
against  me,  and  the  napkin  was  pinned  ac-« 
cordingly. 

It  was  impossible  to  be  angry  with  people 
who  seemed  to  err  only  from  an  excess  of  po^ 
liteiness,  and  I  sat  contented,  expecting  their 
importunities  were  now  at  an  end ;  but  as  soon 
as  ever  dinner  was  served,  the  lady  demanded^ 
whether  I  was  Imr  a  plate  of  beards  claws ^  or 
a  sli<«  of  biriPs  M9is  f  As.  these  were  dishes 
with  whiobJ  was  utterly  unacquainted,  I  was 
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ilesirons  of  easing  pwly  what  i  knem;  and 
tkec efore  begged  to  be  helped  from  a  piec0  of 
beef  that  lay  on  the  side  table  :  ray  requ^t  ai 
oaee  diaooacerted  the  whole  cooipQiiy.  A 
Chinese  eat  beef !  that  could  never  be !  there 
mas  no  local  propriety  in  Chinese  beef^  whAU 
ev^  there  might  he  in  Chines^  feasants 
/  Sir,'  said  my  entertainer,  ^  I  think  I  haire 
some  reasons  to  fiiney  myself  a  judge  of  these 
matters :  in  short,  the  Chinese  never  eat  beef  ^ 
•o  thai  I  must  be  permit^  to  reoommend  the 
Pilaw.  There  was  never  better  dressed  at 
Pekin ;  the  saffron  and  rice  are  well  boiled^ 
and  the  spices  in  perfection.'  < 

I  had  no  sooner  begas  toeat  what  was  fttid 
before  me,  than  I  iMmd  the  whole  oompatiy 
Aa  mneh  astonished  as  before;  U  seema  | 
IAa<fo  no  use  of  my  chep^siieiui.  A  graregiea^ 
tleman^  whom  I  take  to  be  an  author,  haran<«^ 
gued  very  learnedly  (as  tiie  company  seemed  to 
think)  upon  the  use  which  was  iivade  of  them 
in  China.  He  entered  into  a  long  argument 
with  himself  about  their  first  introd  action) 
without  onee  appealing  to  me,  who  m^vt  be 
supposed  best  capable  of  silencing  the  inqwry* 
Aa  the  gentleman,  therefore,  tonk  my  stte^oe 
for  a  OQtark  of  his  own  auperior  sagaciiy,  he 
was  resolved  to  pursue  the  trkmiph :  he  talked 
ef  our  cities,  mountains,  and  animals,  as  £eu 
miKarly  aa  if  he  had  be^u  bom  in  Quamsi,  but 
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aseiT9iiMluil^iMiif  aAaUv#t>rt]iettO0B.  1i» 
alt^mptefl  to  ycov^Uiat  I  1mA  nMumg  of  At 
true  Cbipese  cui  ;in  my  vwige ;  dbowed  ilutt 
my  eheek-boBO«  jBbpuM  bave  been  faigher^  aad 
my  forehead  broiMier.  In  abort,  be  idmost 
r«aP<Mi>eii  me  out  <«f  «iy  couairyy  ud  effiBotv* 
attx  pereuaded  th^  r^  of  the  oottpany  to  be 
of  ]m  ojH«ioii. 

I  waa  gfiiilig  to  expose  bU  miatakes,  irtipai 
it  was  iamted  tbat  I  bad  notbing  of  tbe  trva 
^ast^ia  anaaHf r  in  <«iy  deliFery.  ^  This  gen* 
Uewui's  OWirersaAon^"  says  one  of  Ae  ladieS) 
wlio  ipasia  giscifi^  reader^  ^is  like  oar  own, 
OMyre  dbit  cbat  anji  eommoD  sonse ;  there  is 
notbiag  like  semwe  in  the  ttfae  eastern  sij^e, 
wbete  notbiag  mote  is  r eqoired  but  euUiioity; 
Qkl  fonan  bftstmry  of  Abottlfeainis,tiie  grand 
TOjKager^  of  genii,  maj^aas,  rooks,  baigs  of 
baUets,  giatftsy  and  eaidmnters,  irbere  ali  is 
great,  dbseure,  magnifioent,  and  uninteHigi-' 
ble  V-^^  I  have  written  many  a  sheet  of  eastern 
tale  mi^elf ,^  intevrapts  the  nutfaor,  *  and  I 
defy  the  severest  crltio  to  say  but  that  I  Jmito 
sttiek  ^see  )to  the  teue  manner.  I  have  eom*^ 
pated  a  lady's  ehin  to  the  snow  upon  tbe 
mouitaina  of  Bomek  i  a  soldier's  sword,  to 
Ihe  dbttds  «that  obseufie  the  face  ^  heaven: 
If  riohes  are  mentioned,  I  eempare  them  t6 
the  flocks  that  gsaa^e  the  i^etdant  Tefflis  ;  if 
poverty^  to  the  mtsts  that  yeil  the  l^ow  dF 


mount Bi&li.  I baire m^tkee and tk^uvLpon 
att  occasions  ;  I  Imltc  described  hll^en  stara^ 
and  splitlittg  mountains,  not  forgetting*  tb« 
litde  HoucieSy  who  make  a  pretty  feature  in 
every  description  :  but  you  shall  hear  how  I 
generally  begin.  *^  Eben-ben-bolo,  who  wM 
the  sTon  of  Ban,  was  bom' on  the  foggy  sum*' 
mits  of  Benderabassi.  His  beard  was  wbker 
than  the  feathers  whieh  veil  the  breast  of  the 
penguin  ;  his  eyes  were  like  the  eyea  of  de^es, 
wh^  washed  by  the  dews  of  the  morning  ; 
bis  hair,  which  hung  like  the  willow  weeping 
over^  the  glassy  stream,  was  so  beautiful  tfcat 
it  seemed  to  reflect  its  own  brightness;  an^ 
his  feet  were ^s4he  fe^  of  a  wild  deer  which 
fleeth  to  the  tops  of  the  mouttftanis."  There, 
there  is  the  true  eastern  taste  for  you  ;  every 
advance  made  towards  sense  is  only  a  devia- 
tion from  sound.  Eastern  tales  should  alw4ys 
be  sonorous,  lofty,  musical,  and  unmeaning. 

I  could  net  avoid  sanling  to  hear  a  native 
of  England  attempt  to  instruct  me  in  the  true 
eastern  ic&om ;  and  i^ter  he  looked  round 
8<Hne  time  for  applause,  I  presumed  i&  ask  him 
whether  he  bad  ever  travelled  into  the  East ; 
to  which  he  replied  in  the  negative.  I  de- 
manded whether  he  understood  Chmee  or 
Arabic  ;  to  which  also  he  answered  as  befisre. 
*  Then  how,  sir,*  said  I,  ^  can  you  pretend  to 
determine  upon  the  eastern  style,  who  ate 
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entirely  UDnefuainted  wtth  the  eaitem  writ- 
Hig8  ?  Take,  air,  the  wmrd  of  one  who  is  pro- 
faeeedly  a  Ohineee,  and  who  ie  actually  ac- 
quainted with  the  AndUan  writers,  that  what 
is  ]iaiiDed  upon  you  daily  for  an  imitation  of 
dfttlern  writing,  no  way  reeembles  their  manr 
ner,  aiherin  sentiment  or  dietion.  In  the 
£aat«  simiUes  are  seldom  used,  and  metaphors 
afanont  wholly  unknown ;  but  in  China,  par- 
tienlarly,  the  very  reverse  of  what  you  allude 
ta  takes  plaee  :  a  cool  phlegmatic  method  of 
writing  prevails  there.  The  writers  of  that 
ootttttry,  ever  more  assiduous  to  instruct  than 
to  please,  address  rather  the  judgment  than 
the  fancy.  Unlfte  many  authors  of  Europe, 
who  have  no  consideration  of  the  reader's 
tone,  they  generally  leave  more  to  be  under^ 
stood  than  they  express. 

^  Besides,  sir,  you  must  not  expect  from  an 
inhabitant  of  China  the  same  ignorance,  the 
same  unlettered  simpKelty,  that  you  find  in  a 
Tnik,  Persiap,  or  native  of  Peru.  The  Chi- 
neoe  are  versed  in  the  sciences  as  well  as  you, 
and  are  masters  of  several  arts  unknown  to 
Uie  people  of  Ehirope;  Many  of  them  are  in- 
structed n0t  only  in  their  own  national  learn- 
ing, hut  are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
languages  and  learning  of  the  West.    If  my 

word  in  such  a  case  is  not  to  be  taken,  con^ 

> 

suit  your  own  travellers  on  this  head,  who 
Vol.  I.  R 


affirm,  that  the  scholars  of  Pekin  and  Siani 
sustain  theological  theses  in  Latin.  ^^The 
college  of  Masprend,  which  is  but  a  league 
from  Siam,"  says  one  of  your  trayellers,^ 
^^  came  in  a  body  to  salute  our  ambassador. 
Nothing  gave  me  more  sincere  pleasure  than 
t0  behold  a  number  of  priests,  venerable  both 
from  age  and  modesty,  followed  by  ar  nuniber 
of  youths  of  all  nations,  Chinese,  Japanese, 
Tonquinese,  of  Cochin  China,  Pegu^  and 
Sistm,  all  willing  to  pay  their  respects  in  the 
mosit  pcdite  manner  imaginable.  A  Cochin 
Chinese  made  an  excellent  Latin  oration 
upon  this  occasion  ;  he  was  succeeded,  and 
even  outdone,  by  a  student  of  Tonquin,^w)io 
was  as  well  skilled  in  the  western  learning  as 
any  scholar  in  Paris."  Now,  sir,  if  youUtf, 
who  never  stirred  from  home,  are  so  perfectly 
skilled  in  your  laws  and  learning,  surely  more 
must  be  expected  from  one  like  me,  who  hav^ 
travdled  so  many  thousand  miles  ;  who  have 
conversed  familiarly  for  several  years  with  the 
English  factors  established  at  Canton,  and 
the  missionaries  sent  us'' from  every  part  of 
Europe.  The  unaffected  of  every  country 
nearly  resemble  each  other,  and  a  page  of  our 
Confucius,  and  of  your  Tiliotsonhave  scarcely 
any  material  difference.     Paltry  affectation, 

*  Journal  oat  suite  du  Voyage  de  Siam  en  fonne  de 
liCttres  familieres  fait  en  1685  et  1666,  par  N.  L.  D.  C. 
p,  174,  edit.  Amstdod,  1686. 


allosioiiS)  luid  disgusting  finery^  tot 
easily  attained  by  those  Mrlio  choose  to  wear 
tliem ;  and  they  are  but  toa  frequently  the 
badges  of  ignoranee,  or  of  stupidity,  wbenoTer 
it  would  endeayoiir  to  please.' 
.  I  was  proceediiig  in  my  disoourse,  wlw«, 
looking  round,  K  perceiyed  the  company  no 
way  att^ntiTe  to  what  I  altemjrted,^  with  so 
much  earnestness,  to  enforce/  One  lady  was 
whispering  her  that  sat  ne^^t,  anoth^  was 
studying  the  merits  of  a  fan,  a  third  began  to 
yawn,  and  the  author  himself  fell  fast  asleep. 
I  thought  it,  therefore,  high  time  to  mako  a 
retreat ;  nor  did  the  company  «eem  to  show 
«ay  regret  at  my  preparations  for  departure ; 
even  the  lady  who  had  inyited  me,  with  the 
-most  mortifying  insensibility,  saw  me  sme 
ntfy  hat,  and  rke  from  my  cushion  :  nor  was 
1  inrited  to  repeat  my  visit,  because  it  was 
found  that  I^aimed  at  appearing  rath^  a  rea"" 
sonable  creature,  than  an  outlandish  idiot. 
Adieu. 
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Of  the  freteM  rtdiettlous  pMsion  of  the  nobility /or  peiatiair* 


isa  pcdite  arts  are  in  this  country  subject  to 

as  many  reTolutions  as  its  laws  or  politics ; 
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not  anly  Ihe  olqectt  of  fa&oy  aad  di^sa,  bvt 
^Too  of  delicacy  and  taste,  are  directed  by 
the  capricious  inflaetie^  of  fashion.  I  am  toM 
th^e  hss  been  a  time  vrhen  poetry  was  uaiVer '- 
sally  encouraged  by  the  great;  when  men  ^ 
the  first  rank  not  only  patroniied  the  poet, 
but  produced  the  finest  models  for  his  imita* 
tion.  It  was  tlran  the  English  sent  forth 
those  glowing' rhapsodies,  which  we  hare  so 
often  read  orer  together  with  rapture ;  poems 
big  with  all  the  sublimity  of  Mentins,  and 
aupportfid  by  teasoning .  as  strong  as  that  of 

The  nobility  are  fond  of  wisdom,  hot  tboy 
are  slso  fond  of  hating  it  without  study  ^  to 
reiid  poetry  required  thought^  and  the  iSnglish 
nobility  were  not  fOnd  of  thinking :  they  ioon^ 
therefore^  placed  their  affieotioos  Upon  mui^) 
beoause  in  this  they  might  indulge  an  happy 
vacancy^  and  yet  still  hate  ppst^nsious  to 
delicacy  and  taste  as  before.  They  soon 
brought  their  numerous  dependants  into  aii 
approbation  of  their  plensures  ;  who,  in 
turn,  led  thoir  thousand  imitators  to  feel  or 
feign  a  similitude  of  passion.  Colonies  of 
singers  were  jipw  imported  from  abroad  at  a 
yaet  expense,  and  it  was  expected  the  English 
would  soon  be  able  to  set  examples  to  Europe ; 
all  theie^expeotatienfir,  however^  wors.  soon 
diisipatedA    In  spito  of  the  fetal  twhii^hflrod 


the  greats  tlie  tgiMArant  vulg^ar  yeftised  to  be 
taugM  to  mng ;  refused  to  iiflMlergo  the  eere- 
monies  wbiek  urere  to  iiiTtiaite  them  iti  the 
9higittg  fratoimlty :  ihus  Hie  colofty  from 
Abroad  ^NHndlod  by  dogreeo ;  far  thoy  wiaro 
of  theiiisolveg  unfortunately  incapable  of  pro-^ 
pagating  tbe  breed. 

Music  having  thu«  loot  its  splettdour,  paint- 
ing is  noif"  beeome^he  sole  object  .of  fiahiott-' 
abb  eare  The  title  of  connoisieiir  in  that 
art  is  ^t  piresent  Ihe  safest  passport  in  every 
Ihsfaionfsble  society :  a  weft^timed  shrug,  an 
atdmiring  aMtode,  and  one  or  two  ejBotic  tones' 
of  exdamstiSflv  are  Suffideait  ^ui^floations^ 
far  mea^of  lowdrOuflntancw  tocorry  fatolir. 
Even  osne  of  the  young  nobility  aretbein^^^ 
aritres  early  instnsoted  in  hanging  the  peiieilv 
wUle  Ibcir  happy  patents,  big  with  expecta- 
tion^ foresee  tiio  walls  ol  every^  apartoient 
covc^ped  with  the  manaloetures  of  ilmr  poi6* 
terily. 

Bait  many  of  Ae  English  are  not  ctalent 
wMi  giving  alHheir  timeio  thia  art  at  home ; 
someyoang  inen  of  distinotioti  are  found  to 
travel  tbrougb  Buaope  iritk  no  other  intent 
than  tliol  of  underiitanding  and  eoiledtkig 
pietvrea,  studynig  seals,  anid  describing  sta- 
tues. On  tibey  travel  from  this  eabinet  of  en*' 
riosUieotoifaaifpsHeryofpicloreS}  waste  the 
ftimm  oil  Wki  Mk  wiMMter;  abtlfidin  piotatiss^i 
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i^orati  in  «i6B4  yet  iiii(MMi8ibte  to  be  fe^. 
claimed^  beeaoie  their  firiliea  take  tbditar  iiq-« 
d^  tb0  aamies  of  diiicwsy  ftnil  ta«ie. 

It  is  true,  palnfting  sliould  have  due  endon-^ 
paifeoieBt^  an  tba  paUitiBr  caD  undoabtedly  fit 
up  our  a]partnient9  in  a  much  miNre  e\^g$ni 
manner  than  the  upholsters ;  but  I  should 
think  a  man  of  fashion  miikea  but  an  iiidifierent 
exchange,  who  lays  out  alH  that  time  in  fup*< 
nisbing  his  hoiiae,  which  he  should  ha^e  em* 
jj^ojred  in  the  fumitttre  of  his  head.  A  per^ 
SOB,  w1m>  shows ikid  other  syniptoips  of  taste 
than  his  calnnet  or  gaUery^  might  as  weU  boast 
to  me  of  the  fociBiture  of  his  kitchen. 

I  know  no  ath«r  motiTe  but  vanity  that  is^ 
duces  the  great  tO)  testify  such  an  inordinate 
passion  for  pictures ;  after  the  piece  is  bought^ 
and  gazed  at  eight  or  ten  days  successiyelyy 
the  purchase's  pleasure  must  surely  be  oyer; 
all  the^aHsfiewtionihe  can  then  hate  is  to  show 
it  to  others :  he  may  be  considered  as  the  guar^ 
dian  «f  a  treasure  itfwhieh  h^  makes  no  mmi- 
ner  ^  use  ;.  his  gsHery  is  furnished  not  for 
himself  but  the*  connoissettr,  who  is  generally 
8ome>lranUe  iktlerer,'  ready  to  feign  a  rap- 
ture he  does  not  fisel ;  and  as  necessarjrto  the 
happiness  ol  a  j^ctnre-Jbuyer,  as  gaters  are  tov 
the  magnifieenoe  of  an  Asiatic  procession. 

I  ha^peencloaed  a  letter  from  a  yontiiof  iKa* 
tinetaon,  i>n  hib  traVek^  to  h»  father  in  Bngn^ 
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Ittnd ;  in  whieh  be  iappears  addieted  to  no  yiee^ 
seems  obedient  to*  his  g^overnor,  of  a  good  na- 
tural' dispositaoD,  and  fond  of  improyement ; 
but  at  the  same  time  early  taught  to  regard 
ealiinets  and  galleries  as  the  only  proper  sehook 
€4  irofHroyement'y  and  to  consider  a  skill  in  pic* 
tores  as  the  properest  knowledge  for  a  man  of 
quality.  . 

^  We  have  been  but  two  days  at  Antwerp  ; 
wherefore  I  have  sat  down  as  soon  as  possible 
to  give  yon  some  account  of  what  we  have 
seen  since  our  arriyal,  desirous  of  letting  no 
ojqportunity  pass  without  writing  to  so  good 
a  &ther.  Immediatdy  upon  alighting  from 
our  Rotterdam  machine^  my  goTornor^  who  is 
immoderately  fond  4>f  paintings,  and  at  the 
same  time  an  eiceelle#t  judge,  would  let  no 
time  pass  til  we  paid  our  respects  to  the 
ohilreh  of  th0  yirgin-mother,  which  contains 
treasure  beyond  estimation.  We  took  an 
ininity  of  pains  in  knowing  its  exact  dimen* 
sions>  an4  diflfered.  half  a  foot  in  our  calcula- 
tions ;  so  I  leaye  that  to  some  succeeding  in«- 
feimalion.  I  really  beUeye  my  goyernor  and 
I  cottid  haye  lived  and  died  there.  There  is 
scarce  a  pillar  in  the  whole  church  that  is  not 
adornfed  by  a  Rtribens^  a  Vander  Meuylen,  a 
Vsndyke,  w  a  Woy enMn.    Wh»t  attitudes^ 
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carnations,  and,  draperies  !  I  am  alnost  kii> 
dvced  to  pity  the  English  who  have  none  of 
those  e^cquisite  pieces  anong  them.  As  we 
are  willing  to  let  slip  no  opportunity  of  doing 
bosiness,  we  immediately  after  went  to  wait 
on  Mr.  Hogendorp,  whom  you  have  »o  fre-* 
quently  commended  for  bis  judicious  coHec-* 
tion.  His  cameas  are  indeed  beyond  price  j 
his  intaglios  not  so  good.  He  showed  ns  one 
of  an  officiating  flamen,  which  he  thoaght  to 
bean  antique;  but  my  governor,  who  fs  nt>t 
to  be  deceived  in  these  parttcnlairs,«ooflifo«Ml 
it  to  be  an  arrant  cinque  eento.  I  could  not, 
however,  sufficiently  admire  the  genius  of  Mr; 
Rogendorp,  who  has  been  aUe  to  collect  from 
all  parts  of  the  w^orid  a  thousand  things  which 
nobody  knows  the  use  of.  Except  your  lofd*^ 
ship  and  my  governor,  I  do  not  know  any 
body  I  admire  so  much.  The  next  momtng 
early,  as  we  were  t^eso^hred  to  take  the  whole 
day  before  us,  we  sent  our, compliments  to  Mr. 
Van  Sprockken,  deriring  to  see  his  gaUsry, 
which  request  he  very  poKtely  complkd  wiilh. 
His  gallery  measures  fifty  fleet  by  twenty,  and 
is  well  filled ;  but  what  surprised  me  most  of 
all,  was  to  see  an  holy  family  just  like  your 
lordship's,  which  this  ingenious  gentleman 
assures  me  is  the  true  original.  I  own  thhi 
gave  me  inexpressible  uiieaeinesiB,  wd  I  fair 
k  wBl'  to  your  lofl^fohip,  as  I  had  ttttwrtd 


myself  ibat  the  o&ly  origiaal  wad  in  y^Nir  lord^ 
ehip'is  poMeasion  ;  I  would  advise  you,  bow«^ 
eyer,  to  take  your's  down  till  its  merit  can  be 
ascertained,  my  goT^nor  assuring  me,  thai 
.  he  intends  to  write  a  long  dissertation  to  prove 
its  originality.  One  might  study  in  this  city 
for  ages,  and  still  find  something  new :  we 
went  from  this  to  view  the  cardinal's  statues, 
which  are  really  very  fine ;  there  were  three 
^printria  executed  in  a  very  masterly  manner, 
all. arm  in  arm:  the  torse  which  I  heard  you 
talk  so  much  of,  is  at  last  discovered  to  be  a 
Hercules  spinning,  and  not  a  Cleopatra 
bathiag,  iis  your  lordship  had  conjectured ; 
there  has  been  a  treatise  written  to  prove  it» 
^My  .lord  Firmly  is  certainly  a  Goth|  a 
Vandal,  no  taste  in  the  World  for  painting* 
I  wander  how  any  call  him  a  man  of  taste : 
passing  through  the  streets  of  Antwerp  a  few 
days  ago,  and  observing,  the  nakedness  of  the 
inhabitants,  he  was  so  barbarous  as  to  obserre, 
that  be  thought  the  best  method  the  Flemings 
oould  take,  was  to  sell  their  pictures;  and  buy 
ehythes*  Ah,  Cogline  !  we  shall  go  to*raer«> 
row  to  Mr.  Cawarden's  cabinet^  and  the  next 
day  we  shall  see  the  curiosities  collected  by 
Van  Ran,  and^he  day  after  we  shall  pay  a 
visit  to  Mount  Calvary,  and  after  that——* 
bat  I  find  my  paper  finished;  so  with  the 
ttioBt  sthcere  w|idies  fsr  your  lordship's  hapi^ 
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piaess,  «fld  with  bopes  after  having  seen  Italy^, 
that  centre  of  pleasure^  to  return  home  worthy 
the  eare  and  expense  which  has  been  gene-^ 
Yously  laid  out  in  my  improvement, 

'  I  remain,  my  lord, 
*  Yours,  &c.* 


LETTER  XXXIV. 

,  From  HingpOf  a  slave  m  Persia,  to  AUangiy 
a  iramlUng  philosopher  of  China,  by  the 
nHMff  of  Moscow. 


TlM  ehUotoplif  r*f  son  describes  a  lady,  hit  feUow-o^ptiTt* 


f^ORTUNE  has  made  me  the  slave  of  another, 
but  nature  and  inclination  render  me  entirely 
subserTient  to  you :  a  tyrant  commands  my 
body,  but  yott  are  master  of  my  heart.  And 
yet  let  not  thy  inflexible  nature  condemn  me 
when  I  confess  that  I  find  my  soul  shrink  with 
my  circumstances.  I  feel  my  mind  not  leas 
than  my  body  bend  beneath  the  rigours  of 
servitude ;  the  master  whom  I  serve  grows 
every  day  more  fornpiidable.  In  spite  of  rea* 
son^  which  should  teach  me  to  despise  him^ 
his  hideoua  image  fills  even  my  dreama  with 
horror. 

A  few  days  ago  a  Christian  slave,  who 
wrought  in  the  gardens,  happening  to  entcar 


an  arbour  wbere  tbe  tjraatMFas  entertaining 
the  ladies  of  his  Haram  with  coflEee,  the  un-* 
happy  captive  ivas  instantly  8tabbe#  to  th# 
heart  for  his  intrusion.  I  have  been  prefer- 
red to  his  place,  which,  though  less  laborious 
than  my  former  station,  is  yet  more  ungrate- 
ful, as  it  brings  me  nearer  him  whose  presence 
excites  sensations  at  once  of  disgust  and  ap« 
prehension. 

Into  what  a. state  of  misery  are  the  modern 
Persians  fallen  !  A  nation  famous  for  setting 
the  world  an  example  of  freedom,  is  now  be- 
come a  land  of  tyrants,  and  a  den  of  slaves. 
The  houseless  Tartar  of  Kamskatka,  who  en- 
joys his  herbs  and  his  fish  in   unmolested 
freedom,  may  be  enyied,  if  compared  to  the 
thousands  who  pine  here  in  hopeless  servitude, 
aod  curse  the  day  that  gave  them  being.     Is 
this  just  dealing,  heaven  !  \o  render  millions 
wretched  to  swell  up  the  happiness  of  a  few  ; 
cannot  the  powerful  of  this  earth  be  happy 
without  our  sighs  and  tears  ;  must  every  lux-- 
ury  t>f  the  great  be  woven  from  tGe  calamities 
af  the  poor  ?  It  must,  it  must  surely  be,  (hat 
this  jarring  'discordant  life  is  but  the  prelude 
to  some  future  harmony  ;  the  soul  attuned  to 
virtue  here,  shall  go  from  hence  to  fill  up  the 
universal  choir  where  Tien  presides  in  person, 
where  there  shall  be  no  tyrants  to  frown,  no 
shackles  to  bind,  nor  no  whips  to^threaten, 
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where  I  shall  once  more  meet  my  fathcrr  irifli 
rapture,  and  giye  a  loose  to  filial  piety ;  where 
I  shall  Ifang  on  his  neck,  and  hear  the  wis* 
dom  of  his  lips,  and  thank  him  for  all  the  hap^ 
piness  to  which  he  has  introduced  me. 

The  wretch  whom  fortune  has  made  my 
master,  has  lately  purchased  several  slaves  of 
both  sexes  :  among  the  rest  I  hear  a  Christian 
captive  talked  of  with  admiration.  The  eunuch 
who  bought  her,  and  who  is  accustomed  to 
survey  beauty  with  indifference,  speaks  of  her 
with  emotion !  Her  pride,  howev^,  astonishes 
her  attendant  slaves  not  less  than  her  beauty. 
It  is  reported  that  she  refuses  the  warmest 
solicitations  of  her  haughty  lord  ;  he  has  even 
oflfered  to  make  her  one  of  his  four  wives  upon 
changing  her  religion,  and  conforming  to  his. 
It  is  probable  she  cannot  refuse  such  ei^tra- 
ordinary  offers,  and  her  delay  is  perhaps  in- 
tended to  enhance  her  favours. 

I  have  just  now  seen  hei^ ;  she  inadvertently 
approached  the  place  without  a  veil,  where  I 
sat  writing.  "  She  seeoaed  to  regard  the-  hea^^- 
vens  alone  with  fixed  attention :  there  her 
most  ardent  gaxe  was  directed.  Qtniiis  of 
the  sun !  what  unexpected  softness !  what 
animated  grace !  her  beauty  seemed  the  trans^ 
parent  covering  of  virtue.  Celestial  beings 
could  not  wear  a  look  of  more  perfection, 
while  sorrow  humanised  her  form,  and  mixed 


my  admiratipo  with  pity.  I  rose  from  tbeJ^Mk 
oo  irfaich  ]  sat^  and  sb^  retired  ;  hap^y  tkA< 
none  observed  U9  ;  for  aucb  an  interview  inighi 
h^fVe  been  fatal. 

I  have  r^ga^ded,. till  now,,  tb^  opulepoe  and 
tbe  power  of  my  tyrant,  without  envy ;  I  ^aw 
bim  with  a  mind  incfapi^ble  of  enjoying  tbe 
gift  of  fortune,  and  consequeiitly  regarded 
bim  as  one  loaded,  ratber  tban  enri^^bed,  with 
its  favours  ;  but  at  presenti  when  I  tbinic  tbiit 
so  much  beauty  is  reserved  only  for  bim  ;  that 
so  many  charms  shall  be  lavished  on  a  wretch 
incapable  of  feeling  the  greatness  of  tbe  bless- 
ingy  I  own,  I  feel  a  reluctance  to  which  I  have 
hitherto  been  a  strang^fT 

But  let  not  my  fatiier  impute  those  uneasy 
sensations  to  so  trifltng  aeause  as  love.  No, 
never  let  it  be  thought  that  your  9011,  and  th^ 
pupil  of  tbe  wise  Fum  Hoam,  could  stoop  to 
80  degrading  a  passioi|.  I  am  only  displeased 
at  seeing  so  mupb  e^i^Ueqces^^uiyiistiy'dipi^ 
posed  of. 

The  uneasiness  which  I  fee}  is  n^t  for  my*; 
self,  but  for  the  beautiful  Christian^  When  I 
reflect  on  the  barbarity  of  bim  for  whom  she- 
is  designed,  I  pity,  inde^  I  pity  her ;  wh0n  I 
tbink'that  she  must  only  sltfarD  one  hearty  who 
deserves  to  commf^n^a  tii^^and ;  ^i^^iAsejBie,  f 
if  I  feel  an  €^motiontrv«bii)bTiiniveffiia)|ateiie?ror-; 

lenoB  extorts  fi^qm  n^^,:  As  I  ^m  wwwijsi0%i< 
Vol.  I.  8 


l#4         oitmiif  ^  f  ttt:  world: 

tik^i  you  take  a  pleasure  iu  those  sallies  of 
humanity,  and  are  particularly  pleased  with 
eompassion,  I  could  not  kvoid  discovering  the 
sensibility  with  which  I  felt  this  beautiful 
stranger's  distress.  I  hare  for  a  while  forgot, 
in  her' s,  the  niiseries  of  my  own  hopeless  sita- 
atibn:  the  tyrant  grows  every  day  more  se- 
vere :  and  love,  which  softens  all  other  minds 
into  tenderness,  seems  only  to  hdive  increased 
hi»  severity.    Adieu. 


LETTER  XXXV, 

TO  THE   SAME. 


A  continuance  ofk^B  correspondence.    The  beautiful  captive  eon> 

{(ents  to  marry  lier  lord. 


The  whole  Haram  is  filled  with  a  tumultuous 
joy ;  Zelis,  the  beautiful  captive,  has  con- 
sented to  embrace  the  religion  of  Mahomet, 
and  become  one^df  the  wives  of  the  fastidious 
Persian.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
transport  that  sits  on  every  face  on  this  occa- 
sion. Music  and  feasting  fill  every  apart- 
ment, the  most  miserable  slave  seems  to  for- 
get his  chains,  and  sympathizes  with  the  hap- 
piness of  Mostadad.  The  herb  we  tread  be- 
neath our  feet  is  not  made  more  for  our  use, 
than  every  sktfe  atound  him  for  their  imperi- 
ous maftler ;  mer^  machines  of  dbedience,  they 
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\tait  widi  sUeiii  assMuity,  f^ '  hk  pskui)  and 
rejoieeinbis'esuiltatioii:  HeaTcois!  hownoch 
is  requisite  to  noiakel  eme  tasnhBjtpj  ! 

Twelve  of>  the' most  beMitif«l  s)aTe»^  and'  I 
among  the  ^ilmher^  h&ire  got  oFders  to  pre^ 
pare  for  carryiflg  him  in  triiimjih  to  thebivdal 
apartment.  The  blase  of  perfiiiBied  torches 
are  to  imitate  the  day ;  the  dancers  and  singers 
are  hired  at  a  vast  e^^pense.  The  njuptials 
are  to  be  eelebrated  on  the  apf>roaeh»if^(  feast 
of  Barboura,  when  an  hundred  taels  in /gold 
are  to  be  distribnted  among  the  barren  wives^ 
in  order  to  pray  for fertility  from  theapprbaoh^ 
ingunioni 

What  will  not  riches  pf^cilre !  an  hundred 
domestiesy  who  curse  the  tyrant  in  their  souls, 
lire  commanded  to  wear  a  face  of  joy,  and  they 
are  joyful.  An  huiidred  fllitterers»  are  ordened 
toattendf^nd  tbey  iiU  his  e^s  with  praise^ 
Beauty^  all-commsNUdillg  b^a^ty^  sues  for  ad^ 
mittance,  and  acurpety  foei^ives.an  auj^wer.; 
evep  lofte  itself  seeiulsto  Ws^it  upon:  fortaoae^ 
or  though  the  passipn  he  only^  fe^gp^d,  yet^i^ 
wears  evefy  appiearaAoe  of  $inpeiity  ;  apdiTvhat 
greatier  i^e^siire  €^  evcm  UM  $iA€erity;  eiDn- 
fi^r^or  whatt  would  the  ri.qhhajVQiWWre?,,!;   i 

Nothing  can reii^)eied  the  ii)te«ded..mftgpiift^ 

c^nc^  of  ti^e  bridegropipy  b^tf  tbf)  co^tjy  dv^f  s^fi 

of  the  buide ;  ^ix  euimicbs  in /thet^o^t  i^Ui^pft 

MjMHfs  babiii^  ^re  t4ik;eQiidu<|ti)4l9  to  -the  v^^ptA4) 

s  2 
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teucb}  an^  wlut^Us.of d^s.-  Six  <ladie«>  in  all 
Hie  magnifieenoe  «f  Bergifl^'mie  directed  to 
undress  the  bride.  Tbeir  business  is  to  assist, 
to  encoorage  her,  to  ditest  her  of  every  en* 
cumberiiiff  part  of  her  ^resa,  all  but  the  Jast 
oorering^  which/ by  an  artful  complioatlon  of 
HbbonSy  is  purposely  made  difficult  to  unloosjSj 
and  with  which  she  is  to  part  reluctantly  ^Ten 
to  the  joyful  posse89or  of.  her  beauty . 

Mostadad,  O  my  father,  is  no  phHosopher ; 
and  yet  he  seems  perfectly  contented  with  ig^ 
non^ace.  Possessed  of  numberless  slaTes, 
camels,  and  women,  he  desire  no  greckter 
possession.  He  never  opened  the  pag^-of 
Meiittus,  and  yet  aU^healaves' tell  me  that  he 
is  happy. 

Forgiye  t}ie  weaknese  of  my  natuve,  'if  il 
i<Mnetimes  feel  my  heart  rebeOiious  to  <to  ifie- 
tates^f  wisdom,  and  eager  folr  happiness  tike 
hia.  Yet  why  wbh  ^fotr  hit  wealth  with  his 
igsnorance;  to  be  like  him,  incapable  of  aenti-n 
me»tal  pleasures,  incapaMe  of  feeling  the  hap-^ 
piiiess  of  making  others  happy,  incapable  of 
teaching  the  beautiful  Kelts  {Mlc^ophy  ? 

What,  shall  I  in  a  ^trttngport  (>f  passion  gite 
up  the  gulden  mean,  the  universal  harmoiify, 
the  unchang4l»g  essenee,  for  the  possession  of 
an  huadlred  oomels ;  as  inaiiy  slaves,  ^htMy- 
five  beautifal  horses,  «nd  seventy ^three  fine 
women;  fir^blastm^to  the  centre  !  degrade 


e^ftBBtBN  OF^THE  VWKUh  Kl 

me  beneath  theniovtdeg^ad^^l  jiiremy  nails, 
ye  powers  of  hearen !  ere  I  would  stoop  to 
such  an  exciian^.  What,  part  with  philo- 
sophy, which  teaches  me  to  suppress  my  pas- 
sions instead  of  gratifying  them,  which  teacheis- 
me  eyen  to  direst  my  soul  of  passion,  which 
teaches  serenity  in  the  midst  of  tortures ;  phi- 
losdphy,  by  which  even  now  I  am  so  very  se- 
rene^ and  so  T^y  BiuQb  at  ease,  to  be  per- 
sanded  to  paH  with  it  Jar  aay  otber  enjoyment ! 
Never,  never,  even  tbougb  persuasion  spoke 
in  Uie  accents  of  Zelis  I 

A  feaaale  slave  infeimis  me  that  the  bride  is 
to  be  arrayed  in  a  tissue  of  silver,  and  her  hair 
adorned  with  die  largest  pearis  nt  Ormiis ; 
but  why  tease  you  with  partjoidars,  in  which 
we  bojth  are  so  litlie  cdscMoed  i  The  pain  I 
feel  in  separation  throws  a  ^om  .ever  npy 
buumI,  whioh  in  ^s  scefte  of  univema]  joy  I 
fiear  amy  be  attributed  to  some  other  cause  ; 
hew  wretched  are  those  who  nroi  Uke  me,  de» 
nied  even  the  kst  jpeaejaiMie  of  misery,  theiit 
tearsi  Adien. 


<■  .  •'.  :   •  1  i  !,.'. 
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LETTER  XXXVL 

7R0M   THE  SAME. 


li)e  correspondence  still  continued.    He  bej^ni  to  he  disgusted' 
in  the  pursuit  of  wisdmii.    An.  alleg ocj^.to  prove  its  futUi^ty*  ' 


I  BEGIN  to  haTe  doubts  whether  wisdom  be 
alone  sufficient  to  make  us  happy.  Whether 
every  step  we  make  in  refinement  be  not  an 
inlet  into  new  disquietudes.  A  mind  toa 
Tigorous  and  aetive,  serves  only  to  consume 
the  body  to  which  it  is  joined,  as  the-  riehiest 
jewels  are  soonest  f^und  to  wear  their  set- 
tlings. 

When  we  rise  in-  knowledge,  as  the  pros* 
pect  widens,  the  obj^ts  of  our  regard  become 
more  obscure,  and  the  unlettered  peasant, 
whose  views  are  only  directed  to  the  narrow 
sphere  around  him,  beholds  nature  with  a  finer 
jrdish,  and  tastes  her  blessings  witli  a  keener 
appetite,  than  the  philosopher  whpse  mind 
attempts  to  grasp  an  universal  system. 

As  I  was  some  day8^  ago  pursMing'Aissub^ 
ject  among  a  circle  of  my  fellow-sli^ves,  an 
ancient  Guebre  of  the  number,  equally  remark- 
able for  his  piety  and  wisdom,  seemed  touched 
with  my  conversation,  and  desired  to  illus^ 
trate  what  I  had  been  sayii^  with  an  allegory 
taken  from  the  Zendavesta  of  Zoroaster  i 
^  By  this  we  shall  be  taught/  says,  be, '  thati 
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they  wbo' travel  in  purauit  •£  wisdom,  walk 
only  iu  a  circle  ;  and  after  all  tkeir  laboury  at 
last  Tetufn  to  their  pristine  ignorance ;  and  in 
this  also  we  shall  see  that  enthusiastic  confi*- 
dence  or  unsatisfying  doubts  ternunate  all  our 
inquiries. 

^  In  early  tiroes,  before  myriads  of  nations 
coTcred  the  earth,  the  whole  human  raee  lived 
together  in  one  ^valley.  The  simple  inha* 
bitants,  surrounded  on  every  side  by  lofty 
mountains,  Icnew  no  other  world  but  the  little 
apot  to  which  they  were  confined.  They  fan- 
(»ed  the  heavens  bent  down  to  meet  the  moun- 
tain tops,  and  formed  an  impenetrable  wall  to 
imrround  them.  None  had  ever  yet  ventured 
to  climb  the  steepy  cliff,  in  order  to  explore 
those  regions  that  lay  beyond  it ;  they  knew 
the  nature  of  the  skies  only  from  a  tradition^ 
which  mentioned  their  being  made  of  adamant ; 
tcadkions  make  up  the  reasimings  of  the  siro* 
ple»  and  serve  ta  silence  every  inquiry. 

'  In  this  sequestered  vale,  blessed  with  all 
tfafs  spbataneou^i  productions  of  nature,  the 
hi«eyed  blossom,  the  refreshing  breeze,  the 
glidmg  brook,  and  golden  fruitage,  the 
sim|de  inhabitants  seemed  happy  in  them^ 
lelves,  in  each  other  ;  they  desired  no  greater 
pleasures,  for  they  knew  of  none  greaters 
aasbition,  pride,  and. envy,  were  vices  uni- 
hmamm  anongtheii^  andlrom  Hiis  >e««Utt 
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ftiiililicity  of*  its  poBsaflBorS)  the  cwaaMy  wsm^ 
called  79M  VmUey  of  Ignorance:  .  r  v    t 

^  At  length,^  howerep,  an  iiiiha|>]i7  youlh^ 
more  aspiring  tkan  the  rest,  undertook  to 
dunb  the  moantaiii^s  side,  and  examine  tbo 
summits  which  were  hitherto  deemed  laac^ 
oessible.  The  inhabitants  from  below  gazed 
with  wonder  at  his  intrepidhf,  some  ap- 
phiuded  bis  courage,  others  eeiteured  hifi 
foUy ;  still,  however,  he  proeeeded  to^«rds 
the  place  where  the  earth  and  heavens  seem^' 
ed  to  unite,  and  at  length  arrrred  at'ti^ 
wisked-for  height  with  extreme  labour  and 
assiduity. 

^  His  first  surprise  was  to  find  the  akies^ 
not  as  he  expected  within  his  reach,  but  still 
as  far  ofi^as  before ;  his  amai^ement  increased 
when  he  saw  a  wide  extended  region  lying  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  mountain,  but  it  reM 
to  astonishment  when  be  beheld  a  country  at 
a  distance  more  beautifttl  and  aiktring  thmi 
even  that  be  had  just  left  behind. 
.  <  Ashe  continued  to  gaze  witii  wnsderv & 
gtoius,  with  a  look  of  infinke  modesty,  ap* 
proaching,  ofiered  to  be  his  guide  and  jti  ^ 
atruetor.  The  distant  eouiitry  wbicii  you  no 
much  admire,  says  the  aagelio  being,.  Is  ealled 
3%^  Land  af  Ceriainiy ;  4n  that  ebanmig 
retreat,  aentiment  txmtrfbtitea  to  refine  eatery 
•Clival  banquet:  thofinhaUtenta  ^ao  Uaoied 
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mtfi  ei^ry  solid  enjoyment,  and  still  more 
"bfessed  in  a  perfect  consciousness  of  their  own 
Alli(»t]r ;  ignorance  in  that  coirntry  is  wholly 
unknown,  aU  there  is  satisfaction  without  al» 
loy,  lor  every  pleasure  first  undergoes  the 
«xamipation  of  reason.  As  for  me,  I  am  called  ^ 
tlw  G[enius  of  Demons^ation,  and  am  sta* 
iioBfed  here  in  ord^r  to  conduct  every  adven-* 
torer  to  that  land  of  happiness,  through  those 
interveoing  regions  you  see  oyerhung  with 
fog8  and  darlcness,  and  horrid  with  forests, 
eatariaetSj  caverns,  and  yarious  other  shapes 
^danger.  But  follow  me,  and  in  time  I  may 
leajl  you  to  tbatdistant  desirable  land  of  tran* 
qttilMifey. 

^  The  intrepid  trayeller  immediately  put 
himself  under  the  direction  of  the  genius,  and 
both  journeying  on  together  with  a  slow  but 
agreoahle  paoe,  deceiyed  the  tediousness  of  the 
way  by  conversation.  The  beginning  of  the 
jomney  seemed  to  promise  true  satisfaction^ 
but  as  they  proceeded  forward,  the  skies  be- 
OMoe  «ore  gloomy  and  the  way  more  intri- 
cate; they  ^ften  inadvertently  approached 
the  brow  of  some  frightful  precipice,  or  the 
brink  of  a  torrent,  and  were  obliged  to  mea- 
sure back  their  former  way ;  the  gloom  in- 
creawig  as  they  proceeded,  their  pace  beoanae 
more  0IOW ;  tiiey  paused  at  every  step,  fre- 
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qi^^otly  stuiphled,  aod  th#i>*  dUinn^t  latiid 
timid%  iBi^^reased*  Tjbe  Gisnius  of  DeoxHl^ 
stration  naw,  therefore  ad viM9ed)HS  pupil  t# 
grope  upon  his  Ji^n^s  and  te/^f  W  a  isathbd^ 
though  more  slow,  yet  less  liable  to  erroir.. 

'  In  this  mauner  they  attempted  to. pursue 
their  jpumey  for  some  iiioe,.  ^vhen  they  wcit 
orertaken  by  another  gaaijas,  who  with  a  pre* 
cipitate  paoe  seemed  travelling,  tbe^i^amewayj. 
He, was  instantly  kqown  by  the  other  /to  be 
the  Gen^tis  of  Probability.  He  w<H«e  ^wo 
wide  extended  wiug3  &t  his  baek^  whiohi  in> 
pessantly  waved^  without  incroasing  the  rit- 
pidity  of  his  motion ;  Jbifi.^itiB^eMPOe  betrslyed 
a  confidence  that  the  ignorant  might  jpMstalM 
for  sincerity,  and  be  bad  biit  one  eye^  which 
iiira$  .fix0d  in  thei  middle  of 'hi» forehead. 

/  Servantofllormi^da^'oriedhe^appitoaeb^ 
ing  the  mortal  pilgiJmi  ^  if  thou  art-  ti^aTelli«ig 
%Qi\ke^Lan4  qf  C^itfam^y^,  how. ia it  possible 
tp  arrive  there  underitbegi'uidaneeiof  a  ^eniiM) 
who- proceeds  for  w^rd  so  ^lowly^and  is  bo  lit-^ 
t)e  acquaiiited  witb  the  way  ?  follow  jne^.we 
pball  soon  perf^cm  sthe  journey  to  wh0re  every 
pleasure  waits  our,  arival.' 

*  The  peremptory  tone  in.whi^hitbi«  g0ni¥d 
sp0ke>  and  the  speed  withwbiioh  he^iiHOiVod 
forward,  ia^t^ii^od  the.  tr^vQl)er  to  ohaiige  his 
conductor,  and  Jeay ij^  }m\  ^94ll^s\  qfmpmim 
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bdMud^  he  piK>Gtte4ed  f<>rwadrd  wiih  bir  moire 
oosfid^it  direelor^  eeennng  not  a  little  pleased 
at  the  inopeased  velocity  of  his  motion. 

^  Bmt  soon  he  foimd  reasons  to  i^epent. 
Whenever  a  'torrent  crossed  their  way,  hier 
guide  tanght  him  to  despise  the  obstacle  by 
plunging  him  in ;  whenever  a  predpicfe  pre- 
sented, he  was  directed  4o  fling  hirosdf  for- 
ward. Thus;  eadi  moment  mircLic^tilously  es^ 
eaping ;  bis  repeated  escapes  only  sel*ved  to 
increase  his  temerity.  He  led  him  therefore 
fiMrward,  amidst  infinite  difiiculties,  till  they 
arrived  at  the  borders  of  an  oceian  which  np-^ 
peered  unnavigable  from 'the  black  nifsts  that 
lay  upon  its  surface.  Its  unquiet  waves  ivere 
of  the  darkest  hue,  and  gave  "a  lively  repre- 
sentation of  the  various  agitations  of  the  hu-  / 
man  nnnd. 

^  The  Genius  of  Probability  now  confessed 
his  temerity,  owned  his  being  an  improper 
guide  to  the  Land  of  Certainty^  a  country: 
where  no  mortal  had  ever  been  permitted  to 
arrive ;  but  at  the  same  time  offered  to  supply 
the  traveller  with  another  conductor,  who 
should  carry  him  to  tM  land  of  Confidences  a 
region  where  the  inhabitants  lived  with  the 
utmost  tranquillity,  and  tasted  almost  as  much 
satisfaction  as  if  in  the  Land  of  Certainty,. 
Not  waiting  for  a  reply,  he  stamped  three 
times  on  the  ground,  and  caHed  forth  ihe 
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Oemm^  JErr&Tf  a  glodmy  fieiki  of  the  mr^ 
tabU  pf  Ariiiiavi^$.  The  yawmng  earth  gane 
up  the  reluctant  savage^  who  seemed  umible 
to^beav  the  Ugbt  of  the  day.  Hie  stature  was 
0pprmQiiSy  his  c^our  black  and  hidec^ui,  bis 
aspect  betrayed  a  thousand  varying  psssionft^ 
and  he  spread  forth  pistions  that  were  fitted 
for  the  roost  rapid  flight.  The  traTeller  at 
first  was  sbocl^ed  at  the  spectre ;  bat  finding 
him  obedient  to  superior  power,  be  assimfMl 
his  former  tranquilUty. 

^  I  have  called  y;ou  to  duty/  cries  the  ge^ 
nius  to  the  demon^  ^to  bear  on  your  back  a 
e^u  of  mortality  over  the  Ocean  ^IkmbU 
into  the  L^nd  of  Cotffidence:  I  expiect  you'll 
pei^form  your  commisision  with  punctuality^ 
And  as  for  you^'  continued  the  genius,  aiU 
dressing  the  traveller,  ^  when  onc^  I  have 
bound  this  fillet  round  your  eyes,  let  no  voice 
of  persuasion,  nor  thr^ts  the  most  terrifying!, 
persuade  you  to  unbind  it  in  order  to  lools 
round ;  keep  the  fillet  fast,  look  not  at  the 
ocean  below,  and  you  may  certainly  expect  to 
arrive  at  a  region  of  pleasure.' 

^  Thus  saying,  and  the  traveller's  eyes  b^ 
ing  covered,  the  demon,  muttering  curses, 
raised  him  on  his  back,  and  instantly,  up- 
borne by  his  strong  pinions,  directed  bis  flight 
among  the  clouds;  Neither  the  loudest  thun^ 
daft  nortbemo8tangp^y;teaApieBt,could  persuade 
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thetrarell^r  to  unbind  his  eyes.  Tbe  demon 
directed  his  flight  downwards,  and  skimnied 
the  surface  of  the  ocean  ;  a  thousand  yoioes, 
some  with  loud  inyectiyes,  others  in  the  Sar- 
castic tones  of  contempt,  yainly  endeavoured 
to  persuade  him  to  look  round ;  but  he  still 
continued  to  keep  his  eyes  covered,  and  would 
in  all  probability  hdve  arrived  at  the  happy 
land,  bad  not  flattery  efiected  what  other  means 
could  not  perform.  For  now  he  heard  him- 
self welcomed  on  every  side  to  the  promised 
land,  and  an  universal  shout  of  joy  was  sent 
forth  at  his  safe  arrival;  the  wearied  travel- 
ler, desirous  of  seeing  the  long-wished-for 
coantry,  at  length  pulled  the  fillet  from  his 
eyes,^and  Ventured  to  look  round  him.  But 
be  had  unloosed  the  band  too  soon;  he  was 
not  yet  above  half  way  over.  The  demon, 
who  was  stiH  hovering  in  the  air,  and  had  pro* 
duced  those  sounds  only  in  order  to  deceive, 
was  now  freed  from  his  commission  ;  where- 
fore throwing  the  astonished  traveller  from 
his  back,  the  unhappy  youth  f^ll  headlong  into 
the  subjacent  Ocean  of  Doubts,  from  whence 
he  never  aftor  was  seen  to  rise.' 


'  ■>» 
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LETTER  XJtXVU. 

Fr4nH  Liefi  Chi  AU^mgij  to  Fum  Hoam^flrsf 
President  qf  the  Ceremomml  Aeaiemg  mt 
Pehimj  in  China, 


The  Chinese  phUosojpher  praises  the  justice  of  a  late  sentence. 
an4  iastantes  the  i^iustfce  of  the  kiaf  of  France,  in  the  CMe  of 
the  prtnce  of  Charolais. 


Wqen  ParmeiiiO}  the  Grecian^  had  done 
something  which  excited  ai)  uniyersal  shout 
from  the  surrounding^  multitude,  he  was  id- 
stoutly  s^uck  with  the  doubt,  that  what  had 
their  approbation  must  certainly  be  wrong; 
anid  turning  to  a  philosophy  who  atood  near 
him,  ^  Pray,  sir,'  says  he^  '  pardon  me ;  I  fear 
I  have  been  guilty  of  some  absurdity/ 

Ypu  know  that  I  am  not  less  than  him  a 
despiser  of  the  multitude ;  you  know  that  I 
equally  detest  flattery  to  the  great;  yet  sp 
many .  circumstances  have  concurred  to  gi«e 
a  lu^t^ie  to  th^  latter  part  of  the  present  Eii(«' 
lisb  inona];ch's  reign^  that  I  cannot  witbhold 
niy  cojatributiou  qf  praise ;  \  ^^aniiot  av^id 
acknowledging  the  cri)wd  for  oiKse  just,  in 
their  unanimous  approbation. 

Yet  think  not  that  battles  gained,  dominion 
extended,  or  enemies  brought  to  submission, 
are  the  virtues  which  at  present  claim  my  ad- 
miration.   Were  the  reigning  monarch  only 
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famous  fei^  liU  Tietoiies,  I  sbMiM  regsi4  bin 
eharacter  with  indifference  ;  tfafe  boast  of  1m^^ 
roism  in,  this  enlightened  age  is  justly  re- 
garded as  a  qualification  of  a  very  surbordiiate 
rank,  and  mankind  now  begin  to  lo^  with 
becoming  horror  on  these  foes  to  man  ;  the 
▼irtue  in  this  aged  monareh  whieh  1  have  at 
present  in  view,  is  one  of  a  much  more  exalted 
nature,  is  one  of  the  most  diffienit  of  atts^iiiw 
ment,  is  the  least  praised  of  all  kingly  firtues^ 
and  yet  dfesenres  the  greatest  praise  ^  the  Vir- 
tue I  mean  is  Justice ;  strict  adfministraticMB 
of  justice,  without  severity  and  without  favowr. 

Of  all  virtues  this  is  the  most  difficult  to  ha 
prttetised  by  a  king  who  has  a  power  to  par- 
don.. All  men,  even  tyrants  themseWes,  lean 
to  mercy  when  unbiassed  by  passions  or  in- 
terest, the  heart  naturally  persuades  to  foi^- 
giveness,  and  pursuing  the  dictates  of  this 
pleasing  deceiver,  we  are  led  to  prefer  our 
private  satisfaction  to  public  utility  ;  what  a 
thorough  love  for  the  public,  what  a  strong 
eommand  over  the  passions,  what  a  finely- 
eondneted  judgment  must  he  possess,  who 
opposes  the  dictates  of  reason  to  those  of  his 
heart,  and  prefers  the  future  interest  of  his 
people  to  his  own  immediate  satisfaction. 

If  still' to  a  man's  own  natural  bias  for  ten- 
derness, we  add  the  numerous  solicitations 
made  by  ^  criminid's  friends  for  merc^ ',  if  we 
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surrey  a  king  not  only  opposiog  his  own  feel^ 
ings,  but  reluctantly  refusing  those  )ie  r^ards, 
and  this  to  satisfy  the  public,  whose  cries  he 
may  ueyer  hear,  whose  gratitude  he  may  never 
receive,  this  surely  is  true  greatness  !  Let  us 
fancy  ourselves  for  a  moment  in  this  just  old 
man^s  place,  surrounded  by  numbers,  all  so- 
liciting the  same  favour,  a  favour  that  nature 
disposes  us  to  grant,  where  the  inducements 
to  pity  are  laid  before  us  in  the  strongest 
light,  suppliant;s  at  our  feet,  some  ready  to 
resent  a  i^efusal,  none  opposing  a  compliance  ; 
let  us,  I  say,  suppose  ourselves  in  such  a  situ- 
ation, and  I  fancy  we  should  find  ourselves 
niore  apt  to  act  the  character  of  good-natured 
men  than  of  upright  magistrates. 

What  contributes  to  raise  justice  above  all 
other  kingly  virtues  is,  that  it  is  seldom  at^ 
tended  with  a  due  share  of  applause,  and  those 
who  practise  it  must  be  influenced  by  greater 
motives  than  empty  fame ;  the  people  are  ge- 
nerally well  pleased  with  a  remission  of  punish- 
ments, and  all  that  wears  the  appearance  of 
humanity ;  it  is  the  wise  alone  who  are  capa- 
ble of  discerning  that  irap€urtial  justice  is  the 
truest  mercy  :  they  know  it  to  be  very  diffi- 
cult, at  once  to  compassionate,  and  yet  con- 
demn an  object  that  pleads  for  tenderness. . 

I  have  been  led  into  this  common-pls^ce  train 
of  thought  by  a  late  striking  instance  in  this 
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'country  of  the  impartiality  of  justice,  and  of 
the  iiing's  inflexible  resolution  of  inflicting 
punishment  where  it  was  julstly  due.  A  ma^ 
of  the  first  quality,  in  a  fit  either  of  passion, 
melancholy,  or  madness,  murdered  his  ser- 
vant ;  it  was  expected  that  his  station  inJife. 
would  have  lessened  the  igfiominy  of  hi^ 
punishment ;  however,  he  was  arraigned,  con* 
demned,  and  underwent  the  same  degrading 
death  with  the  meanest  malefactor.  It  was 
well  considered  that  virtue  alone  is  true  no*^ 
hility ;  and  that  he  whose  actions  sink  him 
ewexk  beneath  the  vulgar,  has  no  right  to  those 
distin/ctions  which  should  be  the  rewards  only 
of  merit;  it  wa<s.  perhaps  considered  that, 
crimes  were  more  heinous  among  the  higher 
classes  of  people,  as  necessity  exposes  th^m 
to  fewer  temptations.  ' 

Over  all  the  East,  even  China  not  excepted, 
a  person  of  the  same  quality  guilty  of  such  a 
crime  might,  by  giving  up.  a  share  of  his  for- 
tune to  the  judge,  buy  ofi^his  sentence  ;  tber«^ 
are  several  countries  even  in  Europe,  where 
the  servant  is  entirely  the  property  of  his  mas- 
ter ;  if  a  slave  kill  his  lord,  he  dies  by  th^, 
most  excruciating  tortures  ;  but  if  the  cir-i 
(^umstances  be  reversed,  a  small  fine  buy^  oifj 
thie  punishment. of  the  pfiender.  Happy  th^i 
coup  try  where  all  are  equal»:ajDd  inhere  tlM^; 
who  sit  as. judges  have  too  wucb  int^rity  to^ 
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receive  a  bribe,  and  too  maicb  hononr  ity  ptty 
from  a  simiKtude  of  the  prisoner's  trtle  or  dr- 
comstances  with  their  own  \  Such  is  Eng- 
land ;  yet  think  not  that  it  was  always  equally 
famed  Aht  this  strict  impartiality. '  There  was 
a  time  even  here  when  title  softened  the  rigours 
of  the  law,  when  dignified  wretches  were  suf* 
fered  to  liYe,  and  continue  for  years  an  equal 
disgrace  to  justice  and  nobility. 

To  this  day,  in  a  neighbouring  country,  tile 
great  are  often  most  scandalously  pardoned 
for  the  most  scandalous  oflRBUces.  A  persott 
is  still  alive  among  them  who  has  more  tbon' 
once  deserved  the  most  ignominious  sevei^ty 
of  justice.  His  being  of  the  blood  royal',  how- 
ever, was  thought  a  sufficient  atonement  for 
his  being  a  disgprace  to  humanity.  This  re- 
markable personage  took  pleasure  in  shootm|p 
at  the  passengers  below,  from  the  top  of  his 
pcdace  ;  and  in  thia  most  princely  amusenient 
he  usually  spent  some  time  every  day.  He 
was  at  length  arraigned  by  the  friends  of  a 
person  whom  in  this  manner  he  had  killed, 
waa  found  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  con- 
demned to  die.  His  merciful  monarch  par- 
doned him  in  consideration  of  his  rank  and 
quality.  The  unrepenting  criminal  soon  after 
fvnewed  his  usual  entertainment,  and  in  the 
sane  manner  killed  another  man.  He  wa« 
«  second  time  condemned ;  and,  strange  t^ 
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thfok,  a  second  time  received  his  majesty^s 
parden  !  Would  you  believe  it  i  A  third  time 
the  very  same  man  was  guilty  of  the  very  same 
offence ;  a  third  time  therefore  the  laws  of  bis 
country  found  him  guilty — ^I  wish  for  the 
honour  of  humanity  I  could  suppress  the  rest ! 
—A  third  time  he  was  pardoned !  Will  you 
no4  think  such  a  story  too  extraordinary  for 
hdief  ?  will  you  not  think  me  describing  the 
savage  inhabitants  of  Cong^  ?  Alas,  the  story 
is  but  too  true,  and  the  country  where  it  was 
transacted,  regards  itself  as  the  politest  in 
Europe  ! — Adieu.  » 


LETTER  XXXVIII. 

Fram  lAen  Chi  Altangi  to  ***,  Merchant  in 

Amsterdam. 


'TkO  description  of  true  politeness.    Two  letters  of  different  coun- 
tries, by  ladies  falsely  tlMii^lit  polite  at  home. 


Ceremonies  are  different  in  every  country, 
but  true  politeness  is  every  where  the  same. 
Ceremonies,  which  take  up  so  much  of  ouy 
attentiouj^  are  only  artificial  helps  which  ig* 
iorance  assumes,  in  order  to  imitate  poKte-^ 
ness,  which  is  the  result  of  good  sense  and 
fdod  nature.  A  person  possessed  of  tlios« 
ifttaMties,  though  he  had  never  seen  a  eouirt^ 
is  truly  agreeaUe ;  and  if  without  them«  w^uld 
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continue  a  clown,  though  he  had  been  all  his 
life  a  gentleman  usher. 

How  would  a  Chinese,  bred  up  in  the  for- 
malities of  an  easterfi  court,  be  regarded, 
should  he  carry  all  his  good  manners  beyond 
the  Great  Wall  ?  How  would  an  Englishman, 
skilled  in  all  the  decorums  of  western  good 
breeding,  appear  at  an  eastern  entertainment  ? 
Would  he  not  be  reckoned  more  fantastically 
savage  than  eyen  his  unbred  footman  I 

Ceremony  resembles  that  base  coin  which 
circulates  through  a  country  by  the  royal 
mandate ;  it  serves  every  purpose  of  real 
money  at  home,  but  is  entirely  useless  if  car- 
ried abroad  ;  a  person  who  should  attempt  to 
circulate  his  native  trash  in  another  country^ 
would  be  thought  either  ridiculous  or  culpa- 
ble. He  is  truly  well-bred  who  knows  when 
to  value  and  when  to  despise  those  national 
peculiarities,  which  are  regarded  by  some  with 
so  much  observance ;  a  traveller  of  taste  at 
once  perceives  that  the  wise  are  polite  all  the 
world  over  ;  but  that  fools  are  polite  only  at 
home. 

.  I  have  now  before  me  two  very  fashionable 
letters  upon  the  same  subject,  both  written  by 
ladies  of  distinction  ;  one  of  whom  leads  th^ 
fashion  in  England,  and  the  other  sets  the 
(HBremonies  of  China  ;  they  are  both  regairded 
in  their  respective  countries  by  all  the  beau- 
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monde,  as  standards  of  taste,  and  modds  of 
true  politeness,  and  both  give  us  a  true  idea  of 
what  they  imagine  elegant  in  their  admirers ; 
which  of  them  understands  true  politeness,  or 
whether  either,  you  shall  be  at  liberty  to  de- 
termine :  the  English  lady  writes  thus  to  her 
female  confidant. 

^  As  I  live,  my  dear  Charlotte,  I  believe  the 
colonel  will  carry  it  at  last ;  he  is  a  most  ir« 
resistible  fellow,  that  is  fiat.  So  well-dressed, 
so  neat,  so  sprightly,  and  plays  about  one  so 
agreeably,  that  1  tow  he  has  as  much  spirits 
as  the  marqiiis  of  Monkeyman^s  Italian  gr<ey- 
hound.  I  first  saw  him  at  Ranelagh ;  he 
shines  there ;  he  is  nothing  without  Ranelagh, 
and  Ranelagh  nothing  Without  him.  The 
next  day  be  sent  a  card  and  compliments,  de* 
iiring  to  wait  on  mamma  and  me  to  the  mnaio 
subscription.  He  looked  all  the  time  with 
such  irresistible  impudence,  that  positiyely  hp 
had  something  in  his  face  gave  me  as  much 
pleasure  as  a  pair  royal  of  naturals  in  my  own 
hand.  He  waited  on  mamma  and  me  the  next 
morning,  to  know  how  we  got  home ;  you 
must  know  the  insidious  devil  makes  love  to 
us  both.  Rap  went  the  footman  at  the  door  ; 
bounce  went  my  heart ;  I  thought  he  would 
have  rattled  the  house  down..  Chariot  drove 
up  to  the  window,  with  his  footmen  in  the 
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prelftieBrt  li'^eriea ;  he  has  infinite  ta9le,ihftt  is 
flat.  Mamma  had  spent  all  the  morning  at 
her  head  ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  wms  in  lan  un^ 
dress  to  receive  him  ;  quite  easy,  mind  that ; 
no  way  disturbed  at  his  approach:  mamma 
pcetended  to  be  as  degagee  as  I,  and  yet  I  saw 
her  blush  in  spite  of  her.  PositiTely  he  is  a 
most  killing  deyil !  We  did  nothing  but  laugh 
aH  the  time  he  staid  with  us  ;  1  ne^er  hesird 
so  many  v^ry  good  things  .before  :  at  first' he 
mistook  mamma  for  my  sister ;  at  which  she 
laughed  :  then  he  mistook  my  natural  oom« 
{de^iLion  for  paint ;  at  which  I  laughed  :  and 
then  he  showed  us  a  picture  in  the  lid  of  his 
snuff-box,  at  which  we  all  laughed.  Hepfatys 
picquet  so  Tory  ill,  and  is  so  rery  fond  of  ear ds^ 
and  loses  with  such  a  grace,  that  positirely  ho 
has  woa  me ;  I  have  got  a  cool  hundred,  bmt 
hatre  lost  my  heart.  I  need  not  tell  you  that 
he  is  only  a  colonel  of  the  train-bands. 
<  I  am j  dear  Charlotte, 

*  Yours  for  erer. 

The  Chinese  lady  addresses  her  confidant, 
a  poor  relation  of  the  family,  upon  the  same 
occasion  ;  in  which  she  seems  to  understand 
decorums  even  better  than  the  Western  beauty. 
You  who  have  resided  so  long  in  China  will 
readily  acknowledge  the  picture  to  be  taken 
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Irwi  n«t|ir^ ;  and,  iiy  being  moqwdated  witii 
tiie  ChhieBe  eust^ms,  will  b^ter  apprehend 
the  lady's  meaning. 

*  FROM    YAOUA   TO    YAYA. 

^Pafa  ]0fllsts  upon  ime^  two^  three,  font 
himdited  iaels  from  the  colonel  my  lover,  be* 
fore  he  parts  with  a  look  of  my  hair.    Ho^ 
how  I  wish  the^  dear  creatnre  may  be  able  to 
produce  Act  money,  and  pay  papa  my  fertnneu 
The  cotenel  is  reckoned  the  politest  man  in 
all  Sbenai.     The  first  Timt  he  paid  at  our 
house,  mercy,  what  steoping,  and  eringing, 
and  stopping,  and  figeting,  and  going  badi 
and  creeping  forward,  there  was  between  hma 
and  ^pa,  one  would  haTe  thought  be  had 
gotf  the  serenteen  books  of  oeremoacies  ail  by 
benrt.    .When  he  w&s  oome  into  the  haU,  bn 
i<rariidMd  his  hands  three  times  in  a  yery 
graceful  manner.    Papa,  who  would  not  be 
outdone,  flourished  his  four  times  ;  upon  this, 
the  colonri  began  again,  and  both  thus  con« 
tinned  flourishing  for  some  minutes  in  the 
"politest  manner  imaginable.     I  was  posted  in 
the  usual  place  behind  the  screen,  where  I 
saw  the  whole  ceremony  through  a  slit.    Of 
tidstiie  enlond  was  sensible,  for  papa  infornied 
lum.    i  would  have  ^Ten  the  world  to  have 
■hnwa  him  my  iktie  shoes,  but  had  no  oppor^ 
tvmity.    li  was  the  irst  time  I  had  ever  the 
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bappibeM  of  seeing  any  man  bat  papa,  aad  I 
TOW,  my  dear  Yaya,  I  thought  my  three  aoub 
would  actually  have  fled  from  my  lips.  Ho, 
but  he  looked  most  charmingly,  he  is  reckoned 
the  best  sharped  man  in  the  whole  proyinfoe, 
fsrhe  is  very  fat,  and  Tory  short ;  but  even 
those  natural  advantages  are  improted  by  his 
dress,  which  is  fashionable  past  description. 
His  h<$ad  was  close  shaven,  all  but  the  crown, 
and  the  hair  of  that  was  braided  into  a  most 
beautiful  tail,  that  reached  down  to  his  heels, 
and  was  terminated  by  a  bunch  of  yellow 
roses.  Upon  his  first  entering  the  room,  I 
could  easily  parcel yc  he  had  been  highly  per^ 
fmed  with  assafoetida.  But  then  his  looks, 
his  looks,  my  dear  Yaya,  were  irresistible. 
He  kept  his  eyes  stedfastly  fixed  on  the  wall 
during  the  whole  ceremony,  and  I  sincerely 
believe  no  accident  could  have  discomposed 
his  gravity,  or  drawn  his  eyes  away.  After 
a  polite  silence  of  two  hours,  he  gallaiitly 
begged  to  have  the  singing  women  introduced, 
purdy  for  my  amusement.  After  one  of  them 
had  f6r  some  time  entertained  us  with  her 
Toi^se,  the  colonel  and  she  retired  for  some 
minutes  together.  I  thought  they  would  never 
>have  come  back;  I  must  own  he,is  a  most 
agreeable  creature.  Upon  his  retuitti,  they 
again  renewed  itbe  concert,  tod  he  contiMied 
to  gase  upfHik  the  WiatU  m  u$ual,  when,  in  lest 


than  half  m  hour  mom  !  Ho,  but  he  r^tir^d 
out  of  tbe  rpom  wkh  another.  He  is  indeed 
a  iBOst  agreeable  creature.      ' 

^  When  he  came  to  take  bis  leave,  the  whole 
oefemon;  began  afresh  ;  f]»apa  would  see  him 
to  the  door^  but  the  colonel  swore  he  wduld 
rather  se*  the  earth  turned  upside  down  than 
permit  him  to  stir  a  single  step,  atid  papa  was 
at  last  obliged'  te  comply.  As  soon  as  he  waa 
got  to  the  door,  papa,  went  out  to  see  him  on 
horseback  ;  here  they  continued  half  an  hour 
bowing  and  cjringing^  before  one  would  mount 
or  the  other  go  in,  but  the  colonel  was  at  last 
yictorious.  He  had  scarce  gone  an  hundred 
paces  from  the  house  when^  papa  running  out, 
halloo'd  after  him,  A  good  journey ;  upon 
which  the  colonel  returned,  and  would  see 
papa  into  Mb  house  before  cTer  he  would  de- 
part. He  was  no  sooner  gpthome  than  )m 
sent  me  a  irery  fine  present  of  ducks'  eggs, 
painted  of  twenty  different  coloars»  His  ge^ 
nerosity  i  own  has  won  ihe.  I  have  ever  sine# 
been  trying  over  the  e^ht  letters  of  good  for-* 
tuaey  and  have  great  hopes.  AU  I  have  to 
aj^rehend  is^  that  after  he  has^  married  me, 
aaid  that  I  am^  earricki  to  his  hotMe  close  shut 
up  in  my  efakir,  when  be  comes  to  have  th# 
first  sight  of  my  face,  ke  iii^y>'  slMit  me  up  a^ 
soposd  time  aad  send  me^aiAs  to'paiita.  Hc^- 

e^r^i  shall  appear ilsfiiie'aspessiU^f  msMitM 
Vol.  I.  u 
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mod  I  have  been  to  buy  the  clotlies  for  mf 
weddiog.  I  am  to  have  a  new  fomff  whang 
in  my  hair,  the  beak  of  which  will  reach  down 
to  my  nose ;  the  milliner  from  whom  we  bought 
that  and  our  ribbons  cheated  us  as  if  she  had 
no  conscience,  and  so  to  quiet  mine  I  cheated 
her.  All  this  is  fair  you  know.  I  rraiain, 
my  dear  Yaya, 

*  Your  ever  &ithful| 

>  Y40VA.* 


LETTER  XXXIX. 

f ROM   THE   SAME. 


The  English  still  have  poets,  thovgh  not  Tersifierk. 


X  Qu  have  always  testified  the  highest  esteem 
for  the  English  poets,  and  thought  them  not 
inferior  to  the  Greeks,  Romans,  or  even  the 
Chinese  in.  the  art.  But  it  is  now  thought 
even  by  the  English  tbemselyes,  that  the  race 
of  their  poets  is  extinct ;  every  day  produces 
9ome  patbetic^xclamation  upon  the  decadence 
of  taste  and  genkis.  Pegasus,  say  they,  has 
slipped  the  bridle  from  his  mouth,  and  oiur 
modem  bards  attempt  io  direct  his  flight  by 
catching  him  by  the  taiL 

Yet,  my  friend^  it  is  only  among  the  ig^ 
norttA^  thM such  disoourses  prevail;  men  of 
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true  diseernmeirt  can  see  seyeral  poetd  still 
among  the  English,  some  of  T?bom  equal  if 
not  surpass  their  predeeessorsv  The  ignorant 
term  that  alone  poetry  which  is  couched  in  a 
certain  number  of  syllables  in  every  Hne-j 
where  a  Ta]^d  thought  is  drawn  out  into  a 
number  of  rerses  of  equal  length,  and  perhaps 
pointed  with  rhymes  at  the  endi.  Bat  glowing 
sentiment,  stril^ing  imagery,  concise  expres- 
sion, natural  description,  and  modulated  pe^ 
riod8,,are  full  sufficient  entirely  to  fill  up  my 
idea  of  this  aEt,.aiKl  make  way  to  cTery  pas- 
sion. 

If  my  idea  of  poetry  therefore  he  just,  the 
English*  are  not  at  present  sa  destitute  of 
poetical  meri^  as  they  seem  to  imagine.  I 
can  see  sereral  poets  in  disguise  among  them  : 
men  furnished  with-  that  strength  of  soul, 
sublimity  of  sentiment,  and  grandeur  of  es:- 
pression,  which  constitutes  the  character. 
Many  of  the  writers  of  their  modem  odes^ 
sonnets,  tragedies,  or  r^busses,  it  is  true^  de- 
serve not  the  name,  though  they  have  done 
nothing  but  clink  rhymes  and  measure  sylla- 
bles for  years  together;  their  Johnsons  and 
SmoU^  are  truly  poets  ;  though,  for  aught 
I  know,  they  never  made  a  single  verse  in 
their  whole  lives* 
'  In  every  ineifient  language  the  poet  and- 

the  prose  writer  are  very  distinct  in  their  qua- 
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lifieatioM :  tbe  poet  ever  proceeds  first,  tread* 
ing  unbeaten  paths,  enrichisg  his  natiye  funds, 
iMsd  employed  in  new  adventures.  The  other 
follows  rntfa  more  cautious  steps,  and  though 
slow  in  his  motions,  treasures  up  every  use&il 
or  fdeasing  disooyery.  But  when  once  all  the 
extent  and  the  force  of  the  language  {s  known^ 
the  poet  then  seems  to  rest  from  his  labour, 
and  is  at  length  overtaken  by  his  assiduous 
purstter.  Both  characters  are  then  blenifed 
into  one,  the  historian  and  orator  catch  all  the 
pectus  fire,  and  leave  him  no  real  mark  of  dis- 
tinction except  the  iteration  of  iiumbers  regu^ 
larly  return iQg^  Thus  in  the  dedine  of  an- 
cient European  learning,  Seneea,  though  he 
wrote  in  prose,  is  as  much  a  poet  as  Luoan ; 
and  LionginHS,  though  but  a  critic,  more 
sublime  than  Ap(41onius. 

From  this  then  it  appeurs  that  poetry  is  not 
^continued,  but  altered  amoi^g  tbe  English, 
^present;  the  outward  form  seems  different 
fpom  what  it  was,  but  poetry  still  eontiauee 
iittemaUy  tbe  same ;  th^  only  question  re^ 
mains  whether  the  metric  feet  used  by  the  gNNd 
wiiters  of  the  la^st  age,  or  the  prosaic  num- 
bers employiBd  by  the  good  writers  ^  this; 
b0  preferable.  And  here  the  pr^ctice  of  the 
last  age  appears  to.  me  superior ;  Uuif  subn 
qiitted  to  th^  restraint  of  mi«iber#  iwd'Sin»ltar 
siHMiilsi  w^t}mtf^tmkti  iMt^dof  diniiiish^ 


ingy  augmented  die  force  of  their  sentHDeiit 
and  style.  Fancy  restrained  may  be  compared 
to  a  fonntain  v^hich  plays  highest  by  diminish-' 
ing  the  aperture.  Of  the  truth  of  this  maxim 
in  erer^  language,  every  fine  writer  is  per- 
fectly sensible  from  his  own  experience,  and 
yet  to  explain  the  reason  would  be,  perhaps, 
as  difficult  as  to  make  a  frigid  genius  profit 
by  the  discovery. 

There  is  still  another  reason  in  favour  of 
the  practice  of  the  last  a^^  to  be  drawn  from 
the  variety  of  modulation.  The  musical  pe- 
riod in  prose  is  confined  to  a  very  few  changes  ; 
the  numbers  in  verse  are  capable  *of  infinite 
variation.  I  speak  not  now  from  the  practice 
of  modern  verse  writers,  few  of  whom  hav^ 
any  idea  of  musical  variety,  but  run  on  in  the 
same  monotonous  ftow  through  the  wholiB 
poem  ;  but  rather  from  the  example  of  tbeip 
former  poets,  who  were  tolerable  masters  ^ 
this  variety,  and  also  from  a  capacity  in  the 
language  of  still  admitting  various- uaantici^ 
pated  music. 

Several  ruk»  have  been  drawn  up  far  vary-> 
ing  the  poetic  measure,  and  critics  have  ela- 
bbusnlelv  talked  of  aecents  and  syllables. ;  bnt 
good  sense  and  a  fine-  ear,  whi^  rules  can 
never  teaeh,  are  what  alone-  eaa  in  sueh  a  case 
detiiirmkie.    The  raptmrous  flowings  ef  joy, 

or  4he>  iaterrupti^ie  of  indignalion,'  require 
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94M9i»  p)a$0d  entirely  ^\fB9fe^U,9^^i  ajitraQ^ 
(uro  emnon^nt  to  tb^  emqUoim  they  would 
express.  Chwging  pq^sipQS)  and  nmnber^ 
ehafigiiigwitb  those  passiens,  ipaJ^e  the  whojq 
secret  of  western  as  well  as  eastern* poetry. 
la  a  word,  the  ^reat  jfautts  of  the  inodern  pro- 
fessed Eniclisb  poets  are,  that  they  seem  to 
want  numbers  whi^b  should  Tary  with  the 
passion,  and  are  more  employed  in  describing 
to  the  bnaginatieu  than  ^trikiag  at  the  h^rt. 


LETTER  XL. 

FROM   T^9   SA]|I£. 


Tbe  b«lu|Yiottr  of  the  concfegatipA  |b  3t,  PanPs  ctturehat  prayen^ 


SoMB  tiflM  sinee  I  sent  thee,  oh  hely 
of  Confucius,  an  account  of  the  grand  abbey 
•r  mausoleum  of  the  kings  and  heroes  of  ihia 
nation.  I  haYc  sinee  been  intrqduoed  to  a 
temple  V  not  so  ancient,  but  far  superior  in 
beauty  and  magnificence.  In  this,  which  is 
the  most  considerabli&  of  the*  impure,  there 
are  no  pompous  ineoriptionSf  no  flattery  paid 
the  dead,  but  all  is> elegant  and  awfully  simple. 
There  are,  howcYer,  a  few  rag^  hung  round 
the  walls  which  have  at  a  vast  ei^q^nse  bten 
^ken  fr(Hn  the  enemy  in  the  present.  war«  The- 
iilk  of  n^irii  tJifQy  are  composed,  wh0n^t^w> 


Oli^t  be  .YaliseA  at  half  a ,  sttibg  df .  copper 
OKtnifyin  China;  yet  thia  wise  peofde  fitted 
0ttt  a  flaet  aod  an. army  in  order  to  seiaethen ; 
ibottghnow  grown  old^and  acaroely  cqiable 
of  b^ng  patched  up  into  an  handkerchief.  By 
Urn  eoQ4|ue8t  the  £nglidi  are  aaid  to  haite 
gained,  and, the. French  to  bare  ^ost,  roucfa 
honowr.  Is  the  honour  of  European  nationa 
pla^  only  in  tattered  silk  ? 

In  this  temple  I  waa  p^mitted  to  remain 
during  the  whole  service ;  and  were  you  not 
already  {Acquainted  with  the  religion  of  the 
KngUsb)  you  might,  from  my  description,  be 
inclined  to  believe  them  as  groi^ly  idolatrous 
as  the  diac^iples  of  Lao»  The  idol  which  tb/sy 
seem  to  address,  stiidei^  like  a  colossus  over 
the  door  of  the  inner  temide,  which  here,  as 
with  the  Jews,  is  esteened  tlfee  moat  sacred 
part  of  the  building.  Its  oracles  are  daliveied 
in  aA  hundred  various  tonea,  which  seein  to 
inspire  the  worsUppers  with  entbusiaam  and 
awer.  an  old  woman,,  who  appeared  |p  be  the 
priestess,  was  employed  in  various  attitudes 
as  she  fdt  tbe  inspiration.  When  it  began  to 
apeak,  all  the  people  remained  fixed  in  silent 
atlmtian,  nodding  sasent,  looking  apprcdbcl-^ 
tion,  appearing  highly  edified  by  those  aounds,. 
which  to  a  stranger  migji^  sosm  inartioulate 
and.  unmeaning. 
^Wh«n  tbe  iddL  had  dbne  spaiktngti  and  Um 
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priestess  had  locked  up  ks  lungs  urith  a  kMfr 
observiDg  almost  all  the  company  leairing  Ao 
temple,  I  concluded  the  service  was  oyer,  and 
taking  my  hat  was  going  to  walk  away  with 
the  crowd,  when  I  was  stopped  by  the  man  in 
Uaek,  who  assured  me  that  the  ceremony  had 
scarcely  y^t  begun  !  ^  What,*  cried  I,  ^  do  I 
not  see  almost  the  whole  body  of  the  wcnrsMp- 
pers  leaving  the  church  ?  Would  you  persuade 
me  that  such  numbers  who  profess  religion 
$,%d  morality  would  in  this  shameless  manner 
quit  the  temple  before  the  servioe  was  con^ 
eluded  ?  you  surely  mistake  ;^  not  even  the 
Kalmouks  would  be  guilty  of  such  an  inde- 
eency,  though  all  the  object  of  their  worship 
was  but  a  joint  stoo]/  My  friend  seemed  to 
blush  for  his  countrymen,  assuring  me  that 
those  whom  I  saw  running  away,  were  only  a 
parcel  of  musical  blockheads,  whose  passion 
was  marely  for  sounds^  and  whose  heads  were 
as  empty  as  a  fiddle-case  ;  those  who  remain 
behind,  iays  be,  ure  the  true  religious  ;  they 
make  use  ef  music  to  warm  their  hearts,  and 
to  lift  them  to  a  proper  pitch  of  rapture;  ex* 
amine  their  behaviour,  and  you  will  confess 
there  are  some  among  us  who  practise  true 
devotion. 

I  now  looked  round  me  as  he  directed,  but 
saw  nothing  of  that  fervent  devotion  which 
lie  had  fromimtfi;   one  of  4be  womhippn^ 
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appeaared  to  he  ogting  (Ire  company  through 
a  ^ajBS  ;  another  was  {erreiit,  not  in  adtlressed 
to  heaven,  bat  to  bis  mistress  ;  a  third  whis- 
fierod,  a  fourth  took  saoff^  and  the  priest  him- 
8el£y  in  a  drowsy  tone,  read  over  the  duties 
of  the  day. 

'  Bless  my  eyes/  «ried  I,  as  I  happened  to 
look  towards  the  door,  '  what  do  I  see  ;  one 
of  the  worshippers  fallen  fast  asleep,  and  fte« 
tuaRy  sunk  down  on  his  cushion  :  4s  he  now 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  a  trance,  or  does  he  re^ 
oeive  the  influence  of  soipe  mysterious  vision?* 
^^^Alas!  alas  P  replied  my  companion,  ^no. 
sttoh  Uilng ;  he  has  only  had  tlie  misfortune 
of  eating  too  hearty  a  dinner,  and  finds  it  im^ 
possible  to  keep  his  eyes  open.'  Turning  to 
another  part  of  the  temple,  I  perceived  a  young 
lady  just  in  the  same  circumslanees  and  atti- 
tude ;  ^Strange,'  cried  I,  ^ can  she  too  have 
owcr-eaten  herself  ?*r-*  t)  fie!'  replied  my 
firiead,  ^  you  now  grow  censorious.  She  grown 
drowsy  from  eating  too  much ;  that  would  be 
profanation  !  She  only  sleeps  now  from  having 
sat  up  all  night  at  a  brag  party.' — *  Turn  me 
where  I  will  then,'  say  I,  *  I  can  perceive  no 
single  symptom  of  devotion  among  the  wor-^ 
shippers,  except  from  that  old  woman  in  the 
corner,  who  sits  groaning  behind  the  long 
sUcks  of  a  mourning  fan  ;  she  mdoed  seefns 
giRilUy  e^ed  with  what  :s]|e  hamrs:^'  A^ey 
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r^ied  my  friend,  ^  I  knew  we  shonid  find 
some  to  catch  you ;  I  know  her ;  that  is  ike 
deaf  lady  who  Utcs  in  the  cloisters.* 

In  short,  the  remissness  of  behaTiour  io 
almost  all  the  worshippers,  and  some  eren  of 
the  guardians,  struck  me  with  surprise;  I 
bad  been  taught  to  believe  that  none  were 
ever  prompted  to  offices  in  the  temple  but  men 
remarkable  for  their  superior  sanctity,  learn-^ 
ing,  and  rectitude;  that  there  was  no  such 
thing  heard  of  as  persons  being  introduced 
into  the  church  merely  to  oblige  a  senator,  or 
provide  for  the  younger  branch  of  a  noble 
family  :  I  expected,  as  their  minds  weire  con* 
tinnally  set  upon  heavenly  things,  to  see  their 
eyes  directed  there  also,  and  hoped  from  theur 
behaviour  to  perceive  their  inclinations  cor«* 
responding  with  their  duty.  But  I  am  since 
informed,  that  some  are  appointed  to  preside 
over  temples  they  never  visit;  and,  while 
they  receive  all  the  money,  are  contented  with 
letting  others  do  all  the  good.    Adieu. 


LETTER  XLI. 

From  Fum  Hoam  to  Lien  Chi  Altangi^  the 
discontented  wanderer,  by  the  way  of  Moscow, 

The  hUtory  of  China  DU>re  replete  with  fgremt  actloiia  tiksa  IhM 

of  Europe. 

Must  I  ever  continue  to  condemn  thy  per-** 
sevi^anee,  and  blame  that  eurioitty,  w1#d]i 
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destroys  thy  happiness  !  What  yet  untasted 
banquet,  what  luicary  yet  unknown,  has  re« 
warded  thy  painful  adTentures !  Name  a  plea^ 
sure  which  thy  natire  country  could  not  amply 
procure ;  frame  a  wish  that  might  not  have 
been  satisfied  in  China  !  Why  then  such  toil, 
and  such  danger,  in  pursuit  of  raptures  within 
your  reach  at  home  ? 

The  Europeans,  you  will  say,  excel  us  in 
sciences  and  in  arts ;  those  sciences  which 
bound  ihe  aspiring  wish,  and  those  arts  which 
tend  to  gratify  eyen  unrestrained  desire. 
They  may  perhaps  outdo  us  in  the  arts  of 
building  ships,  casting  ciannons,  or  measuring 
mountains,  but  are  they  superior  in  the  great- 
est of  all  arts,  the  art  of  goTeming  kingdoms 
and  ourselyes  ? 

Wfa»i  I  compare  the  history  of  China  with 
that  of  Europe,  how  do  I  exult  in  beings  na- 
tive ot  that  kingdom  which  derives  its  original 
from  the  sun.  Upon  opening  the  Chinese 
history,  1  there  behold  an  ancient  extended 
empire  established  by  laws  which  nature  and 
reason  seem  to  have  dictated.  The  duty  of 
children  to  their  parents,  a  duty  which  nature 
implants  in  every  breast,  forms  the  strength 
of  that  government  which  has  subsisted  ^rom 
tim^mmemorial.  Filial  obedience  is  the  first 
and  greatest  requisite  of  a  state ;  by  this  we 
beoime  good  sulqects  to  our  enipeEors,  capable 
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of  briiavin^  with  just  avberdkiadioD  to  imr 
saperiors,  umA  gratefal  dependants  on  heayen ; 
bjr  tills  we  become  fonder  of  marriage^  in  or* 
der  to  be  capable  of  exacting  obedienee  fron 
others  in  oor  torn  :  by  this  we  bocome  good 
magistratea ;  for  early  submission  is  the  truest 
lesson  to  those  who  would  learn  to  rule.  By 
this  the  whole  state  may  be  said  to  resenMe 
one  family,  of  whiph.^  the  emperor  is  the  pro- 
teetor,  father,  and  friend. 

In  this  happy  negion,  sequealered  fronr  liM 
rest  of  mankind,  I  see  a  succession  of  prineie9 
who  itt  general  eonmdered  themseWes  as  the 
fathers  of  their  people ;  a  race  of  philosophers^ 
who  bravdiy  combated  idcdatry,  prejudioe,  and 
tyranny,  at  the  enpense  of  their  prirate  happi- 
ness and  immediate  reputation^  Whene^Har 
an  usurper  or  a  tyrant  intruded  into  the  ad- 
ministration, how  haine  all  llitf  good  andgnsat 
he^en  united  against  him  ?  Can  European  his^ 
tory  produjeean  instance  like  that  of  the  twdrer 
mandarines,  who  all  resolved  to  apprize  the 
vicious  ^nperor  Tisiang  of  the  irregulam^  of 
Ha  conduct  i  He  who  first  undertook  tiiedan- 
giaHHis  task  was  cut  in  two  by  the  emperiNr^s 
order :  .the second: waaord^edto^be  tormented, 
and  then  put  to  a  cnidl  death:  the  third  un^ 
disrtook  the  task  with  intrepidity,  and  wan  in-^ 
standy  stabbed  by  tho'tyraiPt^s  hand :  in  thia 
manner  they  i|ll  snflhred,  except  one.    Bijt 
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not  to  be  tenidi  from  his  purpose,  the  brave 
aarTiTCHr  eateriog  the  palace  with  the  instru- 
meDt  of  torture  in  Us  hand, '  Here/  cried  he, 
addrossing  himself  to  the  throne,  ^here,  O 
Tisiang,  are  the  marks  your  faithful  subjects 
receiTO  for  thdr  loyalty ;  I  am  wearied  vrith 
serviBg  a  tyrant,  and  now  come  for  my  re- 
wmrd/  The  emperor,  struck  with  his  intre- 
pidity, instantly  forgave  the  bofldness  of  his 
conduct,  and  reformed  his  own.  What  Su-^ 
ropean  annals  can  boast  of  a  tyrant  thus  re- 
claimed to  lenity ! 

When  fire  brethren  had  set  upon  the  great 
emptor  Ginsong  €done,  with  his  sabre  he  slew 
four  of  them ;  he  yras  struggling  with  the 
fifth,  when  his  guards  coming  up  were  going 
to  ott  the  conspinttlor  into  a  thousand  pieces. 
'  No,  no,'  cried  the  emperor,  with  a  calm  and 
plaoid  countenance,  ^  of  nil  his  brothers  he  is 
the  only  one  remaining,  lit  least  let  one  of  the 
fumly  be  suffered  to  live,  that  his  aged  parents 
may,  have  somebody  }eit  lo  feed  and  comfort 
them.* 

When;  Hakong,  the  last  emperor  of  the 
house  of  Ming,  saw  himwlf  besieged  inlAik 
own  city  by  the  usurper,  he  was  resolved  to 
issue,  from  his  pahoe  with  sik  hundred  of  his 
guards,  and  give  the' enemy  battle ;  but  they 
ivsook  hin^;  fi^g  tiuis-  without^  hop%  and 
Ijhoosing  death  ratbw  than  to  fisH  saWe  into' 
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tbe  liaii4i  of  a  nM,  Im  iwtireA  4a  Us  gatdoi^ 
coiMliietiBg.  Us  liUle  dsugbttr,  am  osly  dsM, 
in  his  hand  ;  there,  in  a  privata  arhour,  m^ 
abeathia^  bis  sword,  he  aiabhed  the  yannf 
innocent  to  the  hesrt,  jSAd  then  dispildnBg' 
hiamelfy  left  the  foUowtag  wer4a  writiea  mth 
bis  blood  oa  the  border  oi  his  test.  ForBmktm 
by  mm  <ii^Votf|  aifOMdoned  by  wty  friends^  wm 
ny  body  as  y^m  m^^bui  spareij  O  spare  wtyi 
people. 

An  eaijare  which  has  this  eon&iued  hvrii- 
riably  the  same  for  such  a  biig  suoeesttOBof 
agesy  whicb^  though  at  last  ceaqaered  by  the 
Tartars,  still  ppreserves  its  aaetoat  lawa  aitd 
learnnig ;  and  may  pore ,  pr^erly  be  said  4a 
aniiex  the  donuaioas  of  Tartaryto  its  laaipmv 
than  to  admit  a  foreign  eeaqueMjc  ^  an  ^sfisa 
as  large  as  Ei«rppey  ga>ref«ed  by  oaa  law, 
acknowledging  ««l(jac$tiiKm  to  one  prinee,  aad 
exq^ienoiiig  bat  #ne  reroluisaife  of  aay  oob-> 
tinuanoe  in  ti)0  spans  ist  fbar  thonaaad  years , 
this  is  sometUng  sa  pecmHaffly  great,  that  I 
am  naturally  led  to  despise  all  other  naltana 
on  the  coittpaiiseni  Heaee  imsea  ao  nri^ieus 
peiseeutions,  no  eaaoity  bvtsfeen  maiAiiid  far 
diffiNrenea  in  opiajioo.  The  disciples /of  h§tm 
Eton,  the  tdolatlnoiis  seotarmp  of  VoM,  aad 
the.pbUesepbioid  eUUneaof  OanMtus,  awi^ 
sti»¥^  to  shww  by.  tbear  aeiiaas  the  itniitli  si 


Bi0#  inn  from  thU^ilftfpy  |itawfal  ^mmt 
te  Borope,  Ae  tlMutro  of  alrifue,  afsriee^ 
and  mnfaitMni.  How  many  re^vdatioas  dooB 
ii  aai  esperieao»  m  the  ooBopoas  aren  of  one 
ago;  and  to  what  do  theao  rovolulioiia  tond 
but  tba  deatfoetion  of  thdnsanda  I  Bvery  gnmi 
«fOBt  is  replete  wttk  aome  saw  oalamMy. 
The  aeaaoitti  of  stireiiily  aie  ^paaaad  on^r  ia 
ailaooa,  their  historaea  aeaai  to  apei^  oaly  ^ 
Ike  atarm. 

There  we  see  the  Rainaiii  axteiidiag  theiir 
power  OYor  barbaroua  aatioos,  and  in  turn 
beoamiag  a  prey  to  thoae  whom  they  had  ton^ 
qaored.  We  aee  thoae  harbatiaiie,  when  ho«- 
•^eoaac  Chriatiana,  engaged  in  txmthittal  war 
with  the  fdlowera  of  Mahomet;  or»  more 
draadfol  atitt,  dealroyiag  each  other.  We  aee 
ooi^cila  in  the  earlier  ages  anthoriiing  erecy 
iatqaUy ;  eraaadeB  spreading  deacdation  ia 
tile  eoaatry  left,  as  well  as  that  to  be  een[i«> 

from  natural  allegianee,  alMl  persuading  to 

sedition  ;  blood  flowing  in  the  fields  and  on 

sealibMi ;  tortures  used  as  atgoaoents  to  eon- 

yiBca  the  reooeant:  to  heighten  the  horrot  of 

the  pieeoy  behold  it  shaded  wiUi  wvts,  rebel* 

lion,  treaaona,  plots,  polities,  and  patson. 

And  what  advantage  haaany  eonntry  of  Bo* 

rope  obtained  from  suoheatamitiea?  8oai«aly 

any.    Thait  diaaraaioBa  f or  moan  tha»  a  thou« 
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iftad  yetn  luiTe  Mhred  to  make  each  ottjber 
uuheppy,  but  liaTe  enrielKd  none.  AU  tte 
^reat  natione  atiU  nearly  presenre  their  an* 
eient  limits;  none  hare  been  able  to  snbdue 
the  other,  and  to  terminate  the  dispute. 
France,  in  spite  of  the  conquests  of  Edward 
the  Third,  and  Henry  the  Fifth,  notwithstand* 
mg  the  dTorts  of  Charles  the  Fifth  and  Philip 
the  Second,  still  remains  within  its  ancient 
limits.  Spain,  Germany,  Great  Britain, 
Poland,  the  states  of  the  North,  are  nearly 
still  the  same.  What  effect  then  has  the  blood 
of  so  many  thousands,  the  destruction  of  so 
many  cities,  produced  ?  Nothing  either  great 
or  considerable.  The  Christian  princes  fanye 
lost  iiideedi  mueh  from  the  enemies  of  Chri»- 
tendom,  but  they  have  gained  nothmg  from 
each  other.  Their  princes,  because  they  pre* 
ferned  ambition  to  justice,  desenre  the  charac* 
ter  of  enemies  to  mankind ;  and  their  priests, 
by  neglecting  morality  for  opinion,  bare  mis- 
taken the  intere^a  of  society. 

On  whateirer  side  we  regard  the  l^istory  at 
Europe,  we  shall  perceive  it  to  bet  a  Hntsue  of 
crimes,  follies,  and  tnisfoctunes,  of  politics 
without  deng^,  and  wars  without  conaequene^; 
in  this  long  list  of  human  ipfirmity^  a  gaeat 
character,  or  a  shining  virttte,  may  sonnetiines 
happen  to  arise,  as  we  often  meet  a  cottage  or 
a»cultiTaAe&  vfol\  ia  the^Mst  hideoiis  wilder^ 
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B«l  ftir  aft  Alflrtd,  an  AlyiRiMo^  A 
FmMrio,  or  one  Atexaftdeir  III.  we  iBMt  a 
UtamwamA  pfiMaa  wko  hrre  ditjpraccd  ha* 
maaiiiy. 


LEJTTER  XUI. 

Pr09idmi  ^  tke  Ceremomml  Acadmnf 
Pekm,  in  CJma. 
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Wb  haTa  jnat  raom^ped  aeeovnta  bere^  Iha/l 
VoUvire,  tkt  pod  rad  pMlosoplMr  of  EarOfjpe, 
ia  dad !  Ha  »  now  beyoad  tbe  reach  of  tka 
tbomaiid  eneonieS)  who,  while  firings  degraded 
his  wrilit»g9,  and  branded  bia  character. 
Scarcely  a  page  of  bia  latter  prodnctions,  tint 
jkwanot  betray  the  agonies  of  an  heart  bleed- 
ing under  the  scourge  of  ufimtlMrited  reproach, 
Happy,  therefore^  at  last  in  escaping  from 
ealumny,  happy  in  leaving  a  world  that  was 
unworthy  of  him  and  his  writingi. 

JLet  others,  my  friend,  bestrew  the  hearses 
of  the  great  with  panegyric ;  but  sucib.a  loss 
as  the  world  has  now  suffered  afiects  me  with 
stronger  emotions.  When  a  philosopher  dies, 
I  consider  myself  as  losing  a  patron,  an  ia- 

straetof » and  a  friend.    I  conaUet  the  werhl 
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lo9mg  one  who  ofiglit  serretto  eoteole 
aiiu4st  ikB  dtsolatilNM  of  war  and  amUliolt'. 
Nature  every  day  ptodiiees  in  alwmdaate  well 
capable  of  filling  all  the  requisite  duties,  of 
authority ;  but  she  is  niggard  in  the  birth  of 
an  exalted  mind,  scarcely  producing  in  a  cen- 
tury a  single  genius  to  bless  and  enlighten  a 
degenerate  ag«.  >  Prodigal  in  the  ptodttctioB 
of  kijDg«y  goyemorsy  mandarines,  ebattis,  and 
courtiers,  she  seems  to  have  forgotten'  for  more 
than  three  thousand  years,  the  manner  in 
which  she  once  formed  the  brain  of  a  Con- 
fucius ;  and  well  it  is  she  has  forgotten,  when 
a- bad  world  gave  him  so  very  bad  areceptidi. 

.  Whence^  my  friend;  this  malevolence  which 
has  ever  pursued  the  great  even  to  the  tonb^; 
whence  this  nM>re  than  fiend^like  dispotttioii 
of  embittering  the  lives  of  those  who  would 
make  us  more  wise  and  more  happy  f 

When  I  cast  my  eye  overthe  fates  of  sev^id 
philosophers,  who^  have  at  diffi^rent .  periods 
enlighten^  mankind,  I  must  confess  it  ini^res 
«ie  with  the  most  degrading  reflections  oa 
humanity.  When  I  read  of  the  stripes  of  Men- 
tins,  the  tortures  of  Tchin,  the  bowl  of  So- 
erates,  and  the  bath  of  Seneca  ;  when  I  bear 
df  the  persecutiona  of  Dante,  the  imprison-* 
meht  of  Galileo,  the  indignities  suffered  by 
Montaigne,  the  banishment  of  Cartesius,  the 
Ufftmy  ot  Badon,^  and  that  even  Locke  luim<» 
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%tlf  ••Oitped  not  without  repFoabh ; ' whM^  I 
thuik^  m  9u<ih  su1ij«ct8)  I  horitate  ^irMtber 
mcMit ^  blaiEve  the  ignoranoe  or  the>¥iUMiy^of 
my  f(8llDw*creat«res. 

Should  y <m  look  for  th^  efaaracter  :of  Vol- 
taire  among  the  journalists  and  ttlHorfite 
writers  of  the  age,  you  witt  ihcllre^  find  him 
-charaetmeed  as  a  mcmster,  mtha  faeadturn^d 
to  wisdom,  and  a  heart  lUcUuiag  to  nce^;  the 
powefs  <tf %is  mind  and  the  basenesa -^f  his 
principles  forming  a  detestable  oontrfuirt.  <  Baft 
seek  for  his  character  Mneng  writera4ike  hins*- 
sdfy  and  you  will  find  him  Tory  diflhl^irily 
described.  You  perceiTO  him  in  thek^ '  ao- 
<cottBts.  possessed  of  good  nature,  humanity^ 
greatness  of  soul,  fortitude,  and  almost  e^ity 
virtue-:  in  this  descriptioii,  those  who  might 
be  supposed  best  acquainted  with  his^lm«> 
araeter  are  unanimous.  The  royal  Prasnaft^f 
Dargents,t  Diderot,  {  d'AlembeH,  and;Fiui«> 
teBrile,^  conspire .  in  drawing  >  t^e  piotiiil^^  in 
describing  th^  friend  of ,  man,  and  the  patrw 
of  cTery  rising  genius.  ;    o' 

Aitinflexiblepejrseyeranceinwiiathethoiig)^ 
was  right,  and  a  generous  detesteitiofi  of  fli^r 
tery,  formed  the  groundwork  of  this  gr^t 
Head's  diaracter.  From  these  prjiiMjjplei  msuvy 
strong  tirtues  and  few  faults  aiose;  aa  h^ 
was  warm  in  his  friendsihip>  iind  s^ver^.ija^er 


\if  fell  tkat  flMrtiot  hte 
«rtktMM  qMdilies,  and  speak  ^  him  wktk 
mptora  ot  detasUrtim.  A  pcriaa  of  Ua  ani- 
aenoa  can  have  few  itfdiffiMreat  as  to  Ua  cha*- 
laoter ;  atary  reader  must  be  am  eneoiy  or  an 
adailrar. 

TMa  peat  ba^an  the  eoorae  of  glory  aoaarty 
aa  tba  age  of  atghteen,  and  otob  dicai  was 
author  of  a  tragedy  wbieb  deaerTes  applavaa ; 
ponfiaaad  of  a  amaH  patriaMay,  Hi  praaanred 
bli  Indapaadaaoe  in  an  age  of  yeiraiityt  and 
aopportad  Aa  dignity  of  learmng,  by  taacUag 
Ua  oiltitamparary  wmters  to  liye  Ubo  hiai^ 
aboTO  tba  favoura  of  the  great.  He  was 
banlahad  hla  natiya  country  for  «  satire  cqpaa 
tba  royal  oaaoubiae.  He  had  accepted  -the 
place  of  historian  to  the  French  king,  but  re- 
fbaad  to  Itaep  it,  wlien  be  fouad  it  waa  pre^ 
seated  only  in  order  thathe  shoald be tha first 
flatterer  of  the  sti^te* 

The  great  JPrnssian  recaiyed  him  aa  an  or- 
Miaent  to  his  kingdom,  and  had  sense  enoagh 
te  value  his  friendship,  and  profit  by  Ms  in- 
itrucilons.  In  this  court  he  continued  tUi  an 
Itttt4gue|  with  which  the  world  seems  hitherto 
Uiiao<q[aatated,  obliged  him  to  quit  that  coun- 
try.  Hia  own  happiness,  the  happiness  of  the 
mc/naroh,  tff  hi§  9i$ter^  of  a  pert  of  the  oonrt, 
tendered  his  departure  necessary. 

irired  at  length  of  courts  and  all  the  f<rtliea 


of  the  gresif  be  retked  to  S witBerhnd,  a  oouii* 
try  of  li]berty>  where  he  enjpyed  traQquilltl^ 
and  the  muse.  Here^  though  without  any 
taste  for  magnificence  himself,  he  usually  en- 
tertained at  his  table  the  learned  and  polite  of 
Europe,  who  were  attracted  by  a  desire  of 
seeing  a  person  from  whom  they  had  received 
sq  miich  satisfaction.  TbeeiiUltlaiiMn^Dtiwds 
ocNQiduQt^  with  the  utmost  etoganee^  and  the 
conTersatidfl  was  that  of  phtlosopbers.  Evecy 
couatvy  that  at  once  united  liberty  and  scieBoe^ 
was  his  peculiar  fayourite.  The  being  an 
rfingiU^bman  was  to  lu^oi  a  charmoter  thni 
^l^uned  adiNu*ation  and  re^Mot. 

^Qetw^n  Voltaire  and  the  diseiples  of  Cc^ 
ftt^^iua,  there  ar^  maiiy  differencea ;  bfl^weT«(^ 
b^ng  of  a  different  ppipion  do^  not  in  the 
least  diminish  my  esteem ;  I  am  nptdisfdeM^ 
with  my  brother,  because  ^  happens  to  ^ 
our  father  for  favours  in  a^difierf^i;  9i«^lin^ 
from  m^*  :Iiet  his  errors  re^t  \n  peace,^  fhis 
excellencies  deserve  admiratioii ;  let  me  isitAi 
the  wis|e  admire  his  wisdom  \  let  the  ojai^^^S 
a^d  tbe  ignorant  ridic^l^  his  foibles  ;  4he  foUy 
4>f  others  is  ever  mojst  ridiculous  to^c^se  vfh<^ 
SK^  ttifmsielves  most  foolish .,    Adieu^        ^  ;•  { 


•  V      *- 


» 


IMWrmLlLUlL 
iPVom  lAem  Chi  AUangi  to  Hmffpo^  a  slave 


l^liioB  aad  fracgpt  may  letscn  o«r  mucries,  bat  cMi  neTw  i&< 


It  hi  fanipoMible  to  form  a  philosopbie  «yil«B 
nf  bappijiow  widk^k  k  adapted  to  e^rtry  oon- 
dttkMi  ia  Kfe,  tinoe  e^ery  porsonTwho  trairoto 
'm  tbio  groat  pirrsuit  takes  a  separati^  tMd. 
The  dMferoat  coloura  wkioh  ouit  diffetfUt 
ooiiipkauoD8|  are  aol  more  various  tliaii  tt)o 
dHTerent  pleaoufoo  appropriated  to  di^BrMit 
iniDds*  The  Tarioat  sectff  who  have  pretendod 
togiTO  leaooaa  to  iDstmot  no  in  hapfdaooa^ 
liavo  doaeribed  thc4r  oKni  partieulansensatiiMM 
frithoQt  eonsiderkig  ours,  have  only  loaded 
Aoirdiadplcs  with  eonstraint,  without  adding 
to  their  real  felieity. 

If  I  find  pleasure  in  daneing,  how  ridiea^ 
looa  would  it  be  in  me  to  prescribe  sneh  an 
timusement  for  the  entertainment  of  a  eripplo: 
should  he,  on  the  other  hand,  place  hia  eUof 
delight  i%painting,  yet  would  he  be  absurd 
in  reconnlsending  the  same  relish  to  one  who 
had  lost  the  power  of  distinguishing  colours, 
GTeneral  directions  are,  therefore,  commonly 
useless  :  and  to  be  particular  would  exhaust 
TdooGMSy  lince  each  individual  inay  rofuiro. 


choice. 

Every  mind  seems  eapa^  of  cnterttinlsgi 
a  oerlaiB  qimittitf  of  iMqpfinet^  wliiii^i  no  in* 
etiliitions  ean  iacrtase,  nooircumttsAces  aUct^ 
aad  ^4iret]r  indLqpemlcofl  of  fortone.  Let  anyt 
mui  Gospare  hm  fatetmmi  fovtme  witk  tke^past^ 
ami  he  mM  piobaUjr  find  hiaaietf}  npon^tfifi 
whole,  neither  beller  nor  wqrae  thfi  fonfuaAj^ 

Cbratified  mmbUion^  or  irr^ppr able  cafaunttijil^ 
angr  prodooe  hraneient  saiisation»  of  pleaaaeo 
ec.diahress.  Those  stevma  amy  diecemponr 
in  proportion  as  thegr  areiattoilg,  or  Urn  mimd 
iafdiaiatto  their  impreseion.  Biittbe  mNi^ 
tbeiaghat  ficst  liCtod  up  hy  theeTcmt^  iaovery 
dagr  operi^ed  opoa  with  dhniniehedinPoMGe^ 
aad  at  length  sahaidet  inbo  the  leveL  of  III 
usual  tranquillity.  Should  «8dvio  aliosfeeted 
tttm  of  fbrtuae  take  Hket  Scmm.  fiMere^  and 
place  thee  on  a  tiirpne,  e(kukatio»  womU  ho 
aoAaral  upon  tte  change;  bat  the  temper, 
like  the  face,  wovld  sooo  resume  Ma  ui^e 

iirery  wish  tberefbro  ^whMi  Icada  m^  to  ok^ 
peet  Jiappiaess  semewh^rei^else  bit  where  we 
Ms^  every  inatitii^pm  whi<dr  teaches  us  thai 
wo  should  be  better,  iPjr  being  possessed  of 
something  new,  which  promises  to  lift  os  a 
stiy  ^higher  Mian  we  •  are,  onlf  la^^n  a-  fiaoii>da- 
Hon  for  ismMidnteii,  beeamie  itooatracts  d^bte 
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^vWoh  we  oaanot  repay  ;  it  catte  thi^  a  gowdf 
which,  when  we  hai^e  found  it,  will  in  fact  add 
ilothiDg  to  our  happiness. 

To  enjoy  the  present,  wMiout  regret  for 
the  past,  or  solicitude  for  the  future,  has  beeir 
the  advice  ratiier  of  poets  than  philosophers. 
And  yet  the  precept  seems  more  rational  than> 
is  generally  imagined.  It  is  the  only  general 
precept  respectkig  the  pursuit  of  happinessi 
that  can  be  applied  with  propriety  to  every 
eondition  of  life.  The  man  of  pleasure,  the 
man  of  business,  and  the  philosopher,  are 
equally  interested  in  its  disquisition.  If  we 
de'not  find  happiness  in  the  present  moment, 
m  what  shall  we  find  it ;  either  in  reflecting 
on  the  past,  or  prognosticating  the  future  ? 
But  let  us  see  how  these  are  capable  of  pro*^^ 
ducing  satisfiu^tion. 

A  remembrance  of  what  is  past,  and  an  an- 
tieipatden  of  what^  is  to  come,  seem  to  be  thci 
two  fSBK^ulties  by  whidi  man  difiers  most  firom 
oAer  animals.  Though  brutes  enjoy  them  iu 
a  limited  degree,  ytl  |heir  whole  life  seem» 
taken  up  in  the  present,  regardless  of  the  past 
and  the  future.  Mm,  on  the  contrary,  en*- 
deavours  to  deH^e  his  happiness,  and  expe« 
rieuces  md^st  of  th^  liiseries,  froip  these  tw# 
sources. 

Is  this  superiority  of  refleetinn  a  prerogm-^ 
tive  of  which  we  ^heuM  boast,  and  for  which 


we  ^lOttU  thapiL  saiure ;  or  is  it.  a  mi^rtus^ 
of  which  we  should  complain  and  be  humble  I 
BiiheFfeoin  the  abuse,  or  from  the  nailure  of 
things,  it  certainly  makes  our  eonditioii  more 
mie^aUe. 

Had  we  a  priTileg^  of  callinf^  up,  by  the 
power  of  memory,  only  such  passages  as  were 
^easing,, unmixed  with  such  as  were  disagree;- 
able,  we  might  then  e&cite  at  pleasure  an  ideal 
hiq^ineaa,  perhaps  more  poig»ant  than  actual 
sensaiion.  But  this  is  not  the  case ;  thepaet 
is.  nev^  r^resrated  without  some  disagree* 
Me  circumstaaees,  which  tarnishes  aU  its* 
beauly ;  the  vemembrance  of  an  evil  cairiea 
in  it  nothing,  agreeable,  and  to^  remcpnber  a 
good  is  always,  aceompanied  with  reg^t. 
Thus  we  lose  more  than  we  gain  by  the  re^ 
membrance. 

And  we  shall  find  our  expectation^  of  the 
ftilttre  te  be  a  gift  more  distressful  even  than 
the  fomner.  To  fear  aa  approaching  evil  is 
certainly  a  most  disagreeable  sensation ;  and 
in  expeeting  an  approadpug  good,  we  expe« 
riemce  the  inqui^ude  of  wanting  actual  pos- 
sesjBion*. 

Thue,  wfaleheYer  way  we  look,  the  prospect 

ia  disagreeable.    Behind,  we  faay^l^t  plea^ 

acmes  we  shall  neter  more  enjoy,  and  tfaeie<- 

ffnre  t^grei  ;   and  before,,  we  see  ploMures 

which* We  languish .  to  posaess^  audi  are  eoiiH. 
Vol.  I.  Y  ^ 
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s^quenUy  uneasy  till  we  possess  them.  Was 
there  any  method  of  seising  the  present,  un- 
embitt^ed  by  such  reflections,  then  would  our 
state  be  tolerably  easy.  " 

ThiS|  indeed,  is  the  endeavour  of  all  man- 
kind, who,  untutored  by  philosophy,  pursue 
as  much  as  they  can  a  life  of  amusament  and 
dissipation.  Every  rank  in  life,  and  every 
si^e  of  understanding,  seems  to  follow  this 
alone ;  or,  not  pursuing  it,  deviates  from  hap- 
piness. The  man  of  pleasure  pursues  cKssi- 
patiou  by  profession  ;  the  man  of  budiness 
pursues  it  not  less,  as  every  voluntary  labour 
he  undergoes  is  only  dissipation  in  disguise. 
The  philosopher  himself,  even  while  he  rea- 
sons upon  the  subject,  does  it  unknowipgly, 
with  a  view  of  dissipating  the  thoughts  of 
what  be  was,  or  what  he  must  be.  ^ 

The  subject  therefore  comes  to  this.  Which 
is  the  most  perfect  sort  of  disMsipation ;  plea- 
Sure,  business,  or  philosophy ',  which  best 
serves  to  exclude  those  uneasy  sensations, 
which  memory  or  anticipation  produces  ? 

'  The  enthusiasm  of  pleasure  charms  only  by 
intervals.  The  highest  rapture  lasts  only  for 
a  moment,  and  all  the  senses  seem  so  cdm- 
bined,  as  to  be  soon  thred  into  languor  by  the. 
gittttfication  of  any  one  of  them.  It  is  only 
among  the  poets  we  hear  of  men  changing  to 
one  delight,  when  satiated  with  another.  *  In 
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nature,  it  is  very  different,;  the  glatton,' wbi^ 
sat^d  with  the  full  meal^  is  unqualified  tofe«i 
the  real  pleasure  of  drinking ;  the  druokard 
in  turn  finds  few  of  those  transports  w)rich 
lovers  boast  in  enjoyment :  and  the  lovef, 
when  cloyed,  finds,  a  diminution  of  every  ot)i6f 
appetite.  Thus,  after  a  full  indulg^noe;  ojf 
any  one  sense,  the  man  of  pleasure  finds  a 
languor  in  aU,  is  placed  in  a  chasm  between 
past  and  expected  enjoyment,  perceives  an  iur 
teryal  which  must  be  fijled  up.  The  pretseut 
can  give  no  satisfaction^^  because  he  has  al- 
ready robbed  it  of  e^ery  charm  :  the  mind  is 
thus  lc»ft  without  immediate  gratification^  In- 
stead of  a  life  of  dissipation,  none  has  nKNre 
frequent  conversations  with  disagpreeable  self 
than  he  :  his  enthusiasms  are  but  few.  and 
transient ;  his  appetites,,  like  angry  cr^itors, 
continually  making  fruitlesa  demands  for  what 
be.is  unable  to  pay,  and  the  greater  his  form^ 
pleasure,  the  more  impatient  his  expectations ; 
a  life  of  pleasure  is  therefore  the  most  uur 
pleasing  life  in  the  world. 

Habit  has  rendered  the  man  of  business 
more, cool  in  his  desires,  he  finds  less  regret 
for  past  pleasures,  and  less  solicitude  for  those 
to  come.  The  life  he  now  leads,  though  tainted 
in  some  measure  with  hope,  is  yet  not  afflicted 
so  stron^y  with  regret,  and  is  less  divided 
between  short-lived  rapture  and  lasting  an^ 
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gttiih.  Tlie  pleasures  be  has  enjoyed  are  not 
so  TiYid,  and  those  be  has  to  expect  cannot 
consequently  create  so  much  anxiety. 

The  phikMopher,  who  extehds  bis  regard 
to  all  mankind,  most  have  still  a  smaller  con- 
cern for  what  has  already  afiected,  or  may 
hereafter  affect  himself;  the  concerns  of  others 
make  his  whole  study,  and  that  study  is  his 
pleasure ;  and  this  pleasure  is  continuing  in 
its  nature,  because  it  can  be  changed  at  will^ 
leaving  but  few  of  these  anxious  intervals 
which  are  employed  in  rememl^ance  or  antici- 
pation. The  phUosopher  by  this  means  leadft 
ti  life  of  almost  ooiitinued  dissipation ;  and 
reicKctiott,  vrhich  makes  the  uneasiness  and 
mis^y  of  others,  ^serve  as  a  oompaaion  and 
iastrucior  to  him. 

In  a  word,  positive  bap{Hiiess  is  eonsCitu- 
ta<Hia],  and  incapable  of  increase ;  misery  is 
artifidal,  and  generally  proceeds  from  our 
folly.  Philosophy  can  add  to  ow  happiness 
in  tio  other  manner,  but  by  diminishing  our 
misery  :  it  should  not  pretend  to  increase  our 
present  stock,  but  make  us  economists  of  what 
we  are  possessed  of.  The  great  source  <tf 
calamity  lies  in  regret  or  anticipation :  he, 
therefore,  is  most  wise  who  thinks  of  the  pre- 
sent alone,  regardless  of  the  past  or  the  fu* 
tore.  This  is  impossible  to  the  man  of  plea- 
sure ;  it  is  difficult  to  the  man  of  business  ; 


and  is  in  some  measure  attainable  byi;lie  phi- 
losopJien  Happy  were  we  all  born  philoso- 
pherS)  all  bora  with  a  talent  of  thus  dissipating 
our  owni  cares,  by  spreading  them  upon  all 
mankind !  Adieus 


LETTER  XLIV, 

From  Lien  Chi  Altangi^  to  Fum  Hoam^JirH 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
Pehiny  in  China, 


The  ardoQC  of  the  people  of  liondon  in  runninip  after  sights  and 

monstelrs. 


7&OV0H  the  frequent  invitations  I  receiye 
from  men  of  distinction  here  might  e'xcite  the 
vanity  of  some,  I  am  quite  mortified,  how- 
ever, when  I  consider  the  motives  that  inspire 
their  civility.  I  am  sent  for  not  to  be  treated 
as  a  friend,  but  to  satisfy  curiosity ;  not  to  be 
entertained,  so  much-  as  wondered  at ;  the 
same  earnestness  which  excites  them  to  see  a 
Chinese,  would  have  made  them  equally  prdud 
of  a  visit  from  a  rhinoceros. 

From  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  this  people 
seem  foild  of  sights  and  monsters.  I  am  told 
of  a  person  here  who  gets  a  very  comfortable 
livelihood  by  making  wonders,  and  then  selU 
ing  or  showing  them  to  the  people  for  money ; 
no^  matter  how  insignificant  they  were  in  tbii 
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liegimUliry  by  locking'  tiietti  up  elM^i  Itud 
sh^wiilf  for  mmiey)  diey  5000  b^aiMffddt* 
gks  1  His  first  essay  in  this  way  urM  ti>  ext 
bibit  bimself  as  a  ifax-'Woi^  fiforo  behind  ft 
glass  door  at  a  puppet-sboww  Tbds  fceepiitig 
the  spectators  at  a  proper  distance,  and  having 
his  head  adorned  with  a  copper  crown,  he 
looked  extremely  natural,  and  very  like  the 
life  itself.  He  continued  (his  exhibition  with 
^tic^ess,  tilt  d^n  itivotubtai^y  fit  ^f  sneezing 
brought  him  to  life  before  all  the^pectatc^rs, 
and  consequently  rendered  him  for  that  time 
las  entirely  useless,  as  the  peaceable  inhabitant 
of  a  catacomb. 

Determined  to  act  tbe  statue  410  iporei:  lie 
i^ext  leyied  cmitributions  under  the  figure 4if 
SB  Indian  king;  and  by  painting  bis  face^aBd 
eouBterfeiting  the  sarage  howl,  be  frighted 
several  ladies  and  chSdren  with  anqnitiilg  eUc-* 
oess ;  in  this  manner,  therefore,  he  might  baTe 
lited  Tery  comfortably,  had  he  not  been  air«> 
rested  for  a  debt  that  i^ras  eontraoted  when  be 
tras  tbe  figure  in  wax-- work:  tibns  bis  Aude 
underwent  an  involuntary  abluti^is,  and  he 
found  himself  reduced  to  bis  primitive  einn- 
|lexion  and  indigence. 

dMW  some  time^  being  freed  from  ganl»  he 
Wis  now  grown  wiser,  and  instead  of  nnlckig 
bims^  a  wonder^  was  resisted  only  to  make 
wepderf*    He  learnt  the  art  of  pasting  Ufi 
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mnnmiies;  was  Bever  at  a^loss  lor  anlirtifiiaal 
iususnaiur»;  nay,  it  baa  be«i  refiortedj  that 
he  has  sold  seven  petrified  lobsters  of  his  own 
mamifBctiire  to  a  noted  colieetor  of  rliriiies  ; 
but  Ais  the  learned  CraoeTias  -Putridus  lias 
undertaken  to  refute  im  a  very  daborate  dis- 
sertation. 

His  last  wonder  was  nothing  more  than  an 
halter,  yet  by  this  halter  he  gained  more  than 
by  aU  his  fpmier  exhibitions.  The  people,  it 
seems,  had  got  it  in  their  heads  that  a  certain 
noble  ^minal  was  to  be  hanged  with  a  silken 
rope.  Now  there  was  nothing  they  so  nmeh 
desired  to  see  as  this  very  rope ;  atid  he  was 
^resolved  to  gratify  their  curiosity  :  he  there- 
"bre  got  one  made,  not  only  of  silk^  but  toren*- 
■der  it  more  striking,  several  threads  of  gold 
were  intermixed^  The  peoplepaid  their  money 
only  to  see  silk,  but  were  highly  satisfied  when 
they  found  it  was  mixed  Mfi&k  gold  into  the 
bargain.  It  is  scarcely  neeessary  to  oaenHoD, 
that  the  projector  sold  his  silken  rope  fc»*  aU 
itioat  what  it  had  cost  him,  as  soon  as  the 
criminal  was  known  to  be  hanged  in  hempen 
materials. 

By  their  fondness  of  sights,  one  would  be 
apt  to  imagii^e,  that  kistead  at  desiring  to  see 
^ngs  as  they  shonld  be,  they  are  rather  so*- 
iioitous  of  seeing  them  as  they  ooglit  not  la 
3ie.  A  cat  ws&fottrlojp  is  disregarded,  though 
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Beyer  so  us^l ;  but  if  it  bas  bat  two/and  is 
t^bnsequently  incapable  of  catching  mice,  it  h 
reckoned  inestimable,  and  every  man  of  ta8t<^ 
is  ready  to  raise  the  auction.  A  man,  though 
in  his  person  faultless  as  an  aerial  genius, 
might  starve  ;  but  if  stuck  over  with  hideous 
warts  like  a  porcupine,  bis  fortune  is  made  for 
ever,  and  he  may  propagate  the  breed  with 
impunity  and  applause, 

A  good  woman  in  my  neighbourhood,  who 
was  bred  an  habit-maker,  though  she  handled 
her  needle  tolerably  well,  could  scarcely  get 
employment;  But  being  obliged  by  an  ac^ 
cident  to  have  both  her  hands  cut  off  ttotn  the 
elbows,  what  would  in  another  country  have 
been  her  ruin,  made  her  fortune  here ;  she 
now  was  thought  more  fit  for  her  trade  thaii 
before  ;  business  flowed  im  apace,  and  all  peo-- 
pie  paid  for~  seeing  the  mantua-maker  who 
wrought  without  hands. 

A  gentleman  showing  me  his  collection  <^ 
pictures,  stopped  at  one  with  peculiar  admi- 
ration ;  ^  There,^  cries  he,  ^  is  an  inestimable 
piece.^  I  gazed  at  the  picture  for  some  time, 
but  could  see  none  of  those  graces  with  which 
he  seemed  enraptured  ;  it  appeared  to  me  the 
most  paltry  piece  of  the  whole  collection  :  I 
therefore  demanded  wh^re  those  beauties  lay^ 
of  which  I  was  yet  insensible.  ^  Sir,'  cries 
hfi^ '  the  merit  does  not  consist  in  the  piece^ 
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but  in  the  maaner  in  whick  it  is  done.  The 
painter  drew  the  whole. with  his  foot,  and  held 
the  pencil  betwen  his  toes  :  I  bought  it  at  a 
very  great  prioe;  for  peculiar  merit  should 
eTer  be  rewarded.^ 

But  these  people  are  not  more  fond  of  won- 
ders than  liberal  in  rewarding  those  who  show 
ihem.  From  the  wonderful  dog  of  know- 
ledge, at  present  Under  the  patronage  of  the 
nobility,  down  to  the  man  with  the  box,  who 
professes  to  show  the  best  imitation  of  naturie 
that  was  ever  seen,  they  all  live  in  luxury. 
AeinjgUig  woman  shall  collect  subscriptions 
in  her  own  coadi  and  six ;  a  fellow  shall  make 
a  fortune  by  tossing  a  straw  from  his  toe  to 
hm  nose ;  one  in  particular  has  found  that 
eatkig  fire  was  the  most  ready  way  to  live ; 
and  another,  who  gingles  several  bells  fixed 
to  his  cap,  is  the  only  man  that  1  know  of  who 
has  received  emolument  from  the  labours  of 
his  head, 

A  young  author,  a  man  of  good-nature  and 
learning,  was  complaining  to  me  some  nights 
ago  of  this  mis-placed  generosity  of  the  times. 
^Here,^  says  he,  ^have  I  spent  part  of  my 
youth  in  attempting  to  instruct  and  amuse  my 
fdlow^creatures,  and  all  my  reward  has  been 
solitude,  poverty,  and  reproach ;  while  a  fel- 
low, not  possessed  of  even  the  smallest  shar^ 
.of  fiddling  merit,  or  who  has  perhaps  learned 
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to  thistle  double^  is  rewarded,  afiplaiidefd,  and 
caressed !' — *  Prythee,  young  nian/  say  I  to 
hin>,  ^  are  you  ignorant,  that  in  so  large  a  city 
as  this,  it  is  better  to  be  an  amusing  than  ao 
useful  member  of  society  ?  Can  you  leap  up, 
and  touch  your  feet  four  times  before  you  come 
to  the  ground  ?'•*—*  No,  sir.' — *  Can  you  pimp 
fpr  a  man  of  quality  V — 'No,  sir.' — *  Can  you 
stand  upon  two  horses  at  full  speed  ?''^^  No, 
sir.' — *  Can  you  swallow  a  penknife  ?' — *  I  can 
do  none  of  those  tricks.' — '  Why  th^n,*  cried 
I,  ^  there  is  no  other  prudent  means  of  subr 
sistence  left  but  to  apprize  the  town  that  you 
speedily  intend  to  eat  up  your  own  note^'  by 
subscription/ 

I  have  frequently  regretted  that  none  of  our 
^eastern  posture-masters  or  show-men  haT« 
ever  yentured  to  England.  I  should  be  pleased 
to  see  that  money  circulate  in  Asia,  which  ia 
now  sent  to  Italy  and  France,  in  order  to 
bring  their  vagabonds  hither.  Several  of  our 
tricks  would  undoubtedly  give  the  English 
high  satisfaction.  Men  of  fashion  would  be 
greatly,  pleased  with  the  postures  as  well  as 
the  condescension  of  out  dancing  girls  ;  and 
ladies  would  equally  admire  the  conductors  c^ 
our  fire-works.  What  an  agreeable  surprise 
would  it  be  to  see  a  huge  fellow  with  whig-- 
kers  flash  a  charged  blunderbuss  full  in.  a 
lady's  fape,  without  singingher  hair,  or  melting 
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Wip<Hiiatttin«  Perhaps  when  ihe  first  sur- 
prise was  over,  she  might  then  grow  familiar 
with  danger ;  and  the  ladies  might  yie  with 
each  other  in  standing  fire  with  intrepidity. 

But  of  all  the  wonders  of  the  East,  the  most 
useful^  and  I  should  fancy  the  most  pleasing, 
would  he  the  looking-glass  of  Lao,  which  re- 
flects the  mind  as  well  as  the  hody.  It  is  said 
that  the  emperor  Cbusi  used  to  make  his  con- 
cubines, dress  their  heads  and  their  hearts  in 
one  of  these  glasses  every  morning ;  while  the 
lady  was  at  her  toilet,  he  would  frequently 
look  over  her  shoulder ;  and  it  is  recorded^ 
that  among  the  three  hundred  which  com- 
posed his  seraglio,  not  one  was  found  whose 
mind  was  not  even  more  beautiful  than  her 
person. 

.  I  make  no  doubt  but  a  glass  in  this  country 
^ould  have  the  very  same  effect.     The  Eng- 
lish ladies,  concubines  and  all,  would  un- 
doubtedly cut  very  pretty  figures  in  so  faith- 
ful a  monitor.     There,  should  we  happen  to 
peep  oyer  a  lady's  shoulder  while*  dressing, 
we  might  be  able  to. see  neither  gaming  of 
Ul-nature  ;    neither  pride,  debauchery,  nor  a. 
loye  of  gadding.     We  should  find  her,  if  any 
sensible  defect  appeared  in  the  mind,  more 
cardTul  in  rectifying  it,  than  plastering  up  the 
irreparable  decays  of  the  person  ;  nay,  I  am 
•yen  apt  to  fsincy,  that  ladies  would  find  mogt. 
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real  pleaeiire  in  this  atMaH  in  private^  tluui  ta 
any  other  bauble  imported  from  China>  tbosgh 
never  «o  expeneive  or  amuaing. 


LETTER  XLV. 

TO   THE   SAME. 


▲  dream. 


Ubon  finishing  my  last  letter  I  retired  to  rest^ 
reflecting  upon  the  wonders  of  the  glass  of 
liaoy  wishing  to  be  possessed  of  one  here,  and* 
resolved  in  such  a  case  to  oblige  every  lady 
with  a  sight  of  it  for  nothing.  What  fortune 
denied  me  waking,  fancy  supplied  me  in  a 
dream ;  the  glass,  I  know  not  how,  was  pu£ 
into  my  possession,  and  I  could  perceive 
several  ladies  approaching,  some  voluntarily, 
others  driven^  forward  against  their  wiHs  by 
a  set  of  discontented  genii,  whom  by  intuition 
I  knew  were  their  husbands. 

The  apartment  in  which  I  waste  show  away 
was  filled  with  several  gaming  tables,  as  if 
just  forsaken ;  the  candles  were  burnt  to^he 
socket,  and  the  hour  was  five  o^dock  in  A* 
morning.  Placed  at  one  end  of  the  room, 
which  was  of  prodigious  length,  I  could  mor» 
easily  distinguish  every  female  figure  as  she 
r  «K||r^ed  up  from  the  door;  but  gue^  my> 


surprise,  when  I  couM  scarcely  pereeiTc  one 
Usemmg  or  agveeaUe  face  among  the  hudq'- 
ber.  TUs,  bowe^er,  I  attributed  to  the  early 
hour,  a»d  kindly  considered  that  the  face  of 
a  lady  just  risen  from  bed  ought  always  to 
fifid  a  compassionate  adTOcate. 

The  first  person  whe  came  up  in  order  to 
Tiew  her  intellectual  face  was  a  commoner'^ 
wife,  who,  as  I  afterwards  found,  being  bred 
up  during  her  Ttrgifiity  in  a  pawnbroker's 
shop,  now  attempted  to  n^akc  «ip  the  defects 
of  breedi Dg  and  sentiment  by  the  magnificence 
of  her  dress,  and  the  espetiSTreness  of  her 
amusements.  ^Mr.  Showman,'  cried  she, 
approaching, '  I  am  fold  you  has  something 
to  show  in  that  there  sort  of  magic  lantern, 
by  whi(4i  folks  can  see  themaelTes  on  the  in- 
side ;  I  protest,  as  my  lord  Beetle  says,  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  vastly  pretty,  for  I  have  never 
seen  any  thing  like  it 'before.  But  how  ;  are 
we4o  strip  off  our'ciothes  and  be  turued  in- 
side out  ?  if  so,  as  lord  Beefle  says,  I  abso- 
lutely declare  off ;  for  I  woidd  not  strip  for 
the  world  before  a  man's  face,  and  so  1  teih 
his  lordf^p  almost  every  night  of  bis  life:*  X 
htformed  the  lady  that  I  would  -dispense  with 
the  ceremony  of  stripping,  and  immediately 
presented  tny  glass 'to  her  view. 

As  when  a  fit^-rate  beauty,  after  Tiaving 

^Ih  •tflftcie^  escaped' the  small-pox,  revisits 
Vol.  I.  2 
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faer  favourite  mirror,  that  mirror  which  had 
repeated  the  flattery  of  ev^y  loYeri  and  even 
added  force  to  the  compliment,  expecting  to 
see  what  had  so  often  given  her  pleasure,  she 
no  longer  beholds  the  cherry  lip,  the  polished 
forehead,  and  speaking  blush,  but  an  hateful 
phiz,  quilted  into  a  thousand  seams  by  the 
band  pf  deformity ;  grief,  resentment,  and 
rage,  fill  her  bosom  by  turns  ;  she  blames  the 
fates  and  the  stars,  but  most  of  all  the  unhap*- 
py  glass  feels  her  reseptment.  So  it  was  with 
the  lady  in  question  ;  she  had  never  seen  her 
own  mind  before,  afad  was  now  shocked  at  its 
deformity.  One  single  look  was  sufficient  to 
satisfy  her  curiosity ;  I  held  up  the  glass  to 
faer  face,  and  she  shut  h^  eyes :  no  entreaties 
could  prevail  upon  her  to  gaze  once  more ! 
she  was  even  going  to  snatch  it  from  my  hands, 
and  break  it  in  a  thousand  pieces.  I  found 
it  was  time  therefore  to  dismiss  her  as  incor^ 
rigible,  and  show  away  to  the  next  that  ofi]9red. 
This  was  an  unmarried  lady,  who  continued 
in  a  state  of  virginity  till  thirty-six,  and  then 
admitted  a  lover  when  she  despaired  of  an  hus« 
band.  No-  woman  was  louder  at  a  revel  than 
she,  perfectly  free-hearted;  and  almost  in  every 
respect  a  man;  she  understood  ridicule  to 
perfection,  and  was  once  known  even  to  sally 
out  in  order  to  beat  the  watch^  *  Here,  you, 
my  dear,  with  the  outlandish  face,Vsaid  she# 
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addressing  ine.  Met  me  take  a  single  peep« 
Not  that  I  care  three  damns  what  figure  I  may 
cut  in  the  glass  of  such  an  old-fashioned  crea^ 
ture  ;  if  I  am  allowed  the  beauties  of  the  face 
by  peoj^le  of  fashion,  I  know  the  world  will  be 
complaisant  enough  to  toss  me  the  beauties  of 
the  mind  into  the  bargain.'  I  held  my  glass 
before  her  as  she  desired,  and  must  confess 
was  shocked  with  the  reflection*  The  lady, 
however,  gazed  for  some  time  with  the  utmost 
complacency ;  and  at  last  turning  to  me  with 
the  most  satisfied  smile,  said,  ^  She  never  could 
think  she  had  been  half  so  handsome.' 

Upon  her  dismission  a  lady  of  distinction 
was  reluctantly  bawled  along  to  the  glass  by 
her  husband ;  in  bringing  her  forward,  as  he 
eame  first  to  the  glass  himself,  his  mind  ap- 
peared tinctured  with  immoderate  jealousy, 
and  I  was  going  to  reproach  him  for  using 
her  with  such  severity ;  but  when  the  lady 
came  to  present  herself,  I  immediately  retract-* 
ed ;  for,  alas  !  it  was  seen  that  he  had  but  too 
much  reason  for  his  suspicions. 

The  next  was  a  lady  who  usually  teazed  all 
her  acquaintance  in  desiring  to  be  told  of  her 
faults,  and  then  never  mended  any.  Upon 
approaching  the  glass,  I  could  readily  per- 
ceive vanity,  affectation,  and  some  other  ill- 
looking  blots  on  her  mind ;  wherefore  by  my 

advice  she  immediately  set  about  maiding. 
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Bat  I  c9w3A  easily  find  she  was  not  earnest 
in  the  work  ;  for  as  she  repaired  them  on  one 
side^  they  j^enerally  broke  out  on  another. 
Thus,  after  three  or  four  attempts,  she  bef^an 
to  make  the  ordini^ y  useof  the  glass  in  settling 
her  hair. 

The  company  now  made  room  for  a  woman 
of  learning,  who  approached  with  a  slow  pace 
and  a  solemn  conntenknce,  which  for  her  own 
saJ^e  I  could  wish  had  been  cleaner.  ^  Sir/ 
cried  the  lady,  flourishing  her  hand,  which 
held  a  pinch  of  snuff,  ^  I  shall  be  enraptured 
by  haying  presented  to  my  Tiew  a  mind  with 
which  I  have  so  long  studied  to  beaequainted ; 
but,  in  order  to  give  the  sex  a  proper  example 
1  mast  insist,  that  all  the  company  may  be 
pf  rmkted  to  look  oyer  my  should^.'  I  bowed 
assent,  and  presenting  the  glass,  showed  the 
lady  a  mind  by  no  means  so  fair  as  slie  had 
expected  to  see.  Sl-nature,  ill-placed  pride^ 
and  spleen,  were  too  legible  to  be  mistak^Ei. 
Nothing  could  be  more  amusing  ^n  the 
mirth  of  her  femalecompanions  who  had  looked 
oyer.  They  had  hated  her  from  the  beginning, 
and  now  the  apartment  echoed  with  an  uni-^ 
yersal  laugh.  Nothing  but  a  fortitude  like 
her's  could  haye  withstood  their  raillery  :  she 
stood  it  howeyer ;  and  when  the  burst  was 
exhausted,  with  great  tranquillity  she  assured 
the  com^pany,  that  the  whole  was  a  deceptio 
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Tttfte/andl  that  the  wm  too  weH  ncqualiiliil 
«ith  Imt  <»wii  inted  to  Miere  any  fadae  fcijpiHB^ 
tMtlitiotti  frMB  atioUier.  ThvB  saying,  ab^ 
roltred  ^Hi  a  auHai  ^atisAN^tii^n,  r^iolif^  tiM 
lo  mend  lier  Aiults,  but  ta  i¥rite  a  dritioifltt  ^Kk 
Hbt  mental  reiector, 

I  must  own ,  by  Ais  time  I  liegan  nysdUTtovw^ 
pcct  the  fiddity  of  my  mirror ;  for  b»  the  laidicB 
aippeared  at  kast  to  hare  tli^  merit  of  rieing 
early,  riuce  tbey  were  up  at  ftve,  I  was  amaied 
to  find  nothing  of  Ubis  good  quality  piotnred 
npbn  tkeir  onnds  in  the  refleetion ;  I  was  re*- 
adlTed  therefore  to  commtinioate  ny  aasyieiiomi 
to  a  lady,  whose  iatelleotttal  eountmaniee  a^ 
ptered  more  fair  than  any  of  the  teat,  not  faav« 
ing  aboTe  sevftity^nine  spots  in  aH^  besides 
slips  and  foibles.  *I  own,  youHg  wb«M>* 
said  I,  ^  that  diere  are  some  Tirtnea  upon  that 
tnind  of  yours  ;  but  there  is  still  one  wbieil 
I  do  not  see  represented ;  Fmeanthfttofrisii^ 
betiflies  in  the  momiag;  I  fimey  the  glass 
false  in  that  particular.*  The  jea^g  lady 
smiled  at  my  simpUoitjr ;  and  Witih  a  blusft 
eonfessed,  that  she  and  th^  Whole  oompeAj 
ha^  been  ap  all  night  gamkig. 

By  this  time  all  the»  ladies,  exeept  on^^  haii 

seen  themselres,  successively,  and  dislike 

the  show^  or  scolded  the  showman  ;  I  Ivas  r^ 

soWed,  however,  that  she  who  seemed  to  hog» 

lect  herself,  and  was  neglected  by  the  rest, 
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I^hould  take  a  irtew ;  and  goia^  /up  to  aqobier 
of  the  room,  where  ahe  atill  Qo&tmu#d  Mttittg, 
I  presented  my  glass  full  in  her  face..  Ilere 
itirasthat  I  exulted  in  my  success;  na.blot, 
90  stain  appeared  on  any  part  of  thfefailbfu) 
mirror.  As  when  the  iarge^  uBwrJiten  page 
presents  its  snowy  spotless  boaom  tto  tiie 
writer's  hand;  so  appeared. the  glass  .Momy 
iriew.  V  Hese^  O  ye  daught^s  of  English  an^ 
cestors/  cried.  I,  ^  turn  hither,  and  behold  an 
object  worthy  imitation :  look  upon  tbe  mirror 
now,  and  acknowledge  its  justice,  aad.tiya 
wosEian's  pre-eminence!'  The  ladies  obeying 
the  summotts,  came  up  in  a  group,  and  look- 
ing, on^  acknowledged  there  was  some  truA  in 
the  picture,  as  the  p^son  now  represented  had 
been  deaf,  dumb,  and  a  fool  from  her .  cradle. 
:  Thus  much  of  my  dream  I  distincdy  remem-» 
ber ;  the  rest  was  filled  with<^imera8,enehanted 
castles,  and  flying^ragons  as  iisual.  As  you, 
my  dear  Fum  Hoam,  are  partieulariy  yersed 
in  the  laterpr^tion.  of  those  midnight  warn - 
oigs,  what  pleasure  should  I  find  in  your  ex- 
planation ;  but  that  our  distance  prevents  :  I 
make  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  from  my 
description  y^^u  will  very  much  venerate  the 
jg^d  qualities  of  the  Englishladies  in  general, 
since  dreams,  you  know,  go  always  by  con« 
trades.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  XLVL     - 
iPrnfft  UeH  €ki  Altangi^  to  Hingpo^  a  ilavein 

Persia. 


Miaety  best  relieved  by  diMlpfttiba. 


Xoifft  la$t.  lexers  betray  a  npund  seeminslf 
fond  of  Wisdom,  yet  tempested  up  by  a  thou-* 
sand  various  paasions.  You  would  fondly 
ipersuade.nie  that  my  former  lessdns  still  in-r 
fluence  your  conduct,  and  yet  your  mindseeois 
not  less  enslaved  than  your  body.  Knowled^, 
wisdom,  erudition,  arts,  and  elegance,  what 
are  they,  but  the  mere  trappings  of  the  mind, 
if, they  do;  not  serve  to  increase  the  happiness 
of  the  possessor  ?  A  mind  rightly  instituted 
in  the  sehool  of  philosophy,  acquires  at  once 
the  stability  of  the  oak,  and  the  flexibility  of 
the  osier.  The  truest  manner  of  lessening  our 
agonies,  is  i  to  shrink  fronf  their  pressure;  is 
to  eoitfess  that  we  feel  them. 

.  The  fortitude  of  European  sages  is  but  a 
dream  ;  f or  where  Ues  the  merit  in  being  in- 
sensible to  the  strokes  of  fortune,  or  in  dis- 
semUiiig  our  sensibility  ?  If  we  are  insensible, 
ihat  arises  only  from,  an  h^ppf^constitution  ; 
that  is  a  blessing  previously  granted  by  heii- 
Ten,  and  wl^ch  no  art  can  procure,  no  institu- 
tions improve. 

If  we  dissemble  our  feelings,  we  Quly  arti- 


tA  ci'iisui^ 


OF  THE  WOKLD. 


ficially  endeavottr  to  ]ieraaade  others  that  we 
tni^Y  privil^g^  which  we  actual] j  d»  tiot|M»s» 
sess.  Thus  while  we  endeavour  to  appear 
happy,  we  feel  at  once  all  the  pangs  of  inter* 
nal  misery,  avd  ail  the  seif-repreaiehing  con- 
sciousness of  endearonring  to  deceiTe. 

I  know  but  of  two  sects  0!  philosophers  fn 
the  world  that  have  endeaTeured  to  inowleate, 
that  fortitude  is  but  an  imaginary  viitue ;  I 
mean  the  followers  of  Cmifuctus,  and  those 
who  profess  the  doctrines  of  Christ.  AH 
other  sects  teach  pride  under  misfertunes ; 
they  alone  teach  humility.  Night,  says  ufat 
Chinese  philosopher,  not  more  surely  fellows 
day,  than  groans  and  tears  grow  out  of  pain  ; 
when  misfortunes  therefore  oppress,  when  ty* 
rants  threaten,  it  is  our  interest,  it  is  our  duty 
to  fly  even  to  dissipation  for  support,  to  seek 
redress  from  friendship,  or  seek  redress  from 
that  best  of  friends  who  lored  us  into  being* 

Philosophers,  my  son.  haTO  long  d^dmned 
against  the  passions,  as  being  the  source  of 
all  our  miseries  \  they  are  the  source  of  aU 
our  misfortunes,  I  own  ;  but  they  are  the 
source  of  our  pleasures  too :  and  eTery  eft'- 
deavour  of  bar  lives,  and  all  the  institutions 
of  philosophy,  should  tend  to  this ;  not  to  dis** 
semble  an  absence  of  passion,  but  to  repel 
those  which  lead  to  vice,  by  those  which  direct 
to  virtue* 
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Tbe  soul  may  be  compared  to  a  field  of  bat* 
tie,  where  two  armies  are  i^ady  erery  moment 
to  encounter  ;  not  a  single  vice  but  has  a  more 
powerful  opponent;  and  not  one  virtue  but 
may  be  overborne  by  a  combiDatioti  of  vices. 
Reason  guides  tbe  bands  of  either  host,  nor 
can  it  subdue  one  passion  but  by  tbe  assist* 
aoee  of  anothe^.  Thus  as  a  bark  on  every 
side  beset  with  storms  enjoys  a  state  of  rest, 
so  does  the  mind,  when  influenced  by  a  jusi 
equipoise  of  the  passions,  enjoy  tranquillity^ 

I  have  used  such  means  as  my  little  fortune 
would  admit  to  procure  your  freedom.  I  have 
lately  written  to  the  governor  of  Argun  to  pay 
your  ransom,  though  at  tbe  expense  of  all  the 
wealth  I  brought  with  me  from  China.  If 
we  become  poor,  we  shall  at  least  have  the 
pleasure  of  bearing  poverty  together ;  for  what 
is  fatigue  or  famine  when  weighed  against 
friendship  and  freedom  ?     Adieu. 


LETTER  XLVII. 

From  Lien  Chi  Altangi,  to  ****,  Merchant 

in  Amsterdam. 


The  absurdity  of  persona  in  high  station  pui^uinp  einployinentt 
beneaUi  them,  exemplified  in  a  fairy  tale. 


Happening  some  days  ago  to  call  at  a  painter's 
to  amuse  myself  in  examining  some  pictures 
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(I  had  no  design  to  buy)  it  surprised  me  t6  see 
a  young  prince  in  the  working  room,  dressed 
in  a  painter's  apron,  and  assiduously  learning 
the  trade.  We  instantly  remembered  to  have 
.  seen  each  other ;  and^  after  the  usual  compli-* 
ments,  I  stood  by  while  he  continued  to  paint 
on.  As  every  thing  done  by  the  rich  is  praised, 
as  princes  here,  as  well  as  in  China,  are  never 
without  followers,  three  or  four  persons,  who 
had  the  appearance  of  gentlemen,  were  placed 
^behind  him  to  comfort  and  applaud  him  at 
every  stroke. 

Need  I  tell,  that  it  struck  me  with  very  dis- 
agreeable sensations  to  see  a  youth,  who  by 
his  station  in  life  had  it  in  his  power  to  be 
Useful  to  thousands,  thus  letting  his  mind  run 
to  waste  upon  canvass,  at  the  same  time 
fancying  himself  improving  in  taste,  and  fill- 
ing  his  rank  with  proper  decorum  ? 

As  seeing  an  error,  and  attempting  to  re-* 
dress  it,  are  only  one  and  the  same  with  me, 
I  took  occasion,  upon  bis  lordship's  desiring 
my  opinion  of  a  Chinese  scroll,  intended  for 
the  frame  of  a  picture  :  to  assure  him,  that 
a  mandarine  of  China  thought  a  minute  ac- 
quaintance with  such  mechanical  trifles  below 
his  dignity. 

This  reply  raised  the  indignation  of  some, 
and  the  contempt  of  others  :  I  could  hear  the 
names  of  Vandal,  Goth,  taste,  polite  arts, 
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delicacy,  and  fire,  repeated  in  tones  of  ridicule 
or  resentment.  But  considering  that  it  was 
in  vain  to  ar^ue  against  people  wtio  had  so 
much  to  say,  without  contradicting  them,  I 
bagged  leave  to  repeat  a  fairy  tale.  This  re^- 
quest  redoubled  their  laughter ;  but,  not  easily 
abashed  at  the  raillery  of  boys,  I  persisted, 
observing,  that  it  would  set  the  absurdity  of 
placing  our  affections  upon  trifles  in  the  strong-- 
est  point  of  view,  and  adding,  that  it  was 
hoped  the  moral  would  compensate  for  its  stu-» 
pidity.  *  For  heaven's  sake,'  cried  the  great 
man,  washing  his  brush  in  water,  ^  let  us  have 
no  morality  at  present;  if  we  must  have  a 
story,  let  it  be  without  any  moral,'  I  pre- 
tended not  to  hear  ;  and  while  he  handled  the 
brush,  proceeded  as  follows  ; — 

^  In  the  kingdom  of  Bonbobbin,  which,  by  the 
Chinese  annals,  appears  to  have  flourished 
twenty  thousand  years  ago,  there  reigned  a 
prince  'endowed  with  every  accomplishment 
which  generally  distinguishes  the  sons  of 
kings.  His  beauty  was  brighter  than  the  sun. 
The  sun,  to  which  he  was  nearly  related,  would 
sometimes  stop  his  course  in  order  to  look 
down  and  admire  him. 

^  His  mind  wajs  not  less  perfect  than  his 
body  ;.  be  knew  all  things  without  having  ever 
r^ad;    philosopb^s,   p^ets,  and   historians, 
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submitted  their  works  to  bis  decision  ;  and 
so  penetrating  was  be,  tbat^he  oonld  tell  tke 
Merit  of  a  book  by  looking  on  thecoTer.  He 
made  epic  poems,  tragediesi  and  pastorals 
with  sarprising  focility ;  song,  epigram,  or 
rebus  was  all  one  to  him,  though  it  is  ob- 
served he  could  never  finish  an  acrostic,  in 
short,  Hie  fairy,  who  presided  at  his  birth,  had 
endowed  him  with  almost  erery  perfection^ 
mr,  what  w^as  just  the  same,  his  subjects  were 
ready  to  acknowledge  be  possessed  them  aH  ; 
attd  for  his  own  part,  he  knew  nothing  to  the 
contrary.  A  prince  so  accomplished,  recei'Ted 
a  name  suitable  to  his  merit,  and  he  was  called 
Bonbennin-bonbobbin-^nbobbinet,  which  sig- 
njiftes,  EnUghtener  of  the  Sun, 

*  As  he  was  very  powerful,  and  yet  umnar-^ 
ried,  ^\\  the  neighbouring  kings  earnestly 
Bougi^  bis  alliaiice.  Each  sent  his  daughter 
dressed  out  in  4he  noo^t  magnilficent  manner, 
and  with  the  most  suihptttous  retinue  imagin- 
able, in  order  to  allure  the  prince  :  s5  that  i^t 
one  time  there  were  seen  at  his  court  not  less 
than  seven  hundred  foreign  princesses  of  ex- 
quisite sentiment  and  beauty,  each  alone  suf- 
ficient to  make  seven  hundred  ordinary  men 
happy. 

^  Distracted  in  such  a  variety,  the  gcaierous 
Bonbennin,  had  he  not  been  obliged  by  the 
laws  of  the  empire  to  mnftke  choice  of  oiie> 
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would  very  willingly  haye  married  them  all, 
for  none  under9tood  gallantry  better.  He  spent 
numberless  hours  of  solicitude  in  endeavour- 
ing to  determine  whom  he  should  choose  ;  one 
lady  was  possessed  of  every  perfection,  but  he 
disliked  her  eyebrows  ;  another  was  brighter 
than  the  morning  star,  but  he  disapproved  her 
fong  whang ;  a  third  did  not  lay  while  enough, 
on  her  cheek ;  and  a  fourth  did  xkgi  sufficiently 
blacken  her  nails.  At  last,  alter  numberless 
disappointments  x>n  the  one  side  and  the  other, 
he  made  choice  of  the  incomparable  Nanhoa, 
queen  of  the  scarlet  dragons. 

^  The  preparations  for  the  royal  nuptials, 
or  t^e  envy  of  the  disappointed  ladies,  needs 
no  description  ;  both  the  one  and  the  other 
were  as  great  as  they  could  be ;  the  beautiful 
princess  was  conducted  amidst  admiring  muI-> 
titudes  to  the  royal  couch,  where,  after  being 
divested  of  every  encumbering  ornament,  she. 
was  placed,  in  expectance  of  the  youthful 
bridegroom,  who  did  not  keep  her  long  ill  ex- 
pectation. He  came  more  cheerful  than  the 
morning,  and  printing  on  her  lips  a  burning 
kiss,  the  attendants  took  this  as  a  proper  sig- 
nal to  withdraw. 

^  Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  in  the 
beginning,  that,  among  several  other  qualifi- 
cations, the  prince  was  fond  of  collecting  and 

breeding   mice,   which    being    an   harmless 
Vol.  I.  A  a 
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pjmtime,  Bone  of4H9  coanseUors  thought  pro« 
per  to  dissuade  him  from :  he  therefore  kept 
a  variety  of  these  pretty  little  aniraak  in  tibe 
most  beautiful  cag^,  enriched  with  diamonds^ 
rubies,  eoieralds,  pearls,  a«d  other  pvecio«a 
stones  :  thus  he  innocently  spent  £Mir  hour» 
each  day,  in  contemplating  tfadr  inaoeelit  little 
pastimes. 

^  But  to  proceed.     The  prince  and  priocetti 
Were  now  in  bed  ;  one  with  all  the  love  and 
expectation,  the  ether  with  all  themoidesty 
and  fear,  which  is  natural  to  suppose,  botk 
willing,  yet  afraid  to  begin  ;  when  the  prince 
happening  to  look  towards  the  outside  of  the 
bed,  perceived  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ani- 
Dials  in  the  world,  a  white  mouse  with  green 
eyes,  playing  about  the  floor,  and  perfcNrm* 
ing  an  hundred  pretty  tridLs.    He  was  al- 
ready master  of  blue  mice,  red  mice,  and  even 
white  mice  with  yellow  eyes ;    but  a  white 
mouse  with  green  eyes  was  what  he  long  en- 
deavoured to  possess :  wherefore,  leaping  from 
bed  with  the  utmost  impatience  and  agility, 
the  youthful  prince  attempted  to  seize  the  li*. 
t^'.chaiper,  but  it  was  fled  ip  a  noment ;  for 
alas !  the  mouse  w^  sent  by  a  discontented 
prineess,  and  was  itself  a  foiry. 

^  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  ugony  of' 
the  {Mrince  upon  this  occasion,  he  sovgbtreutid 
and  Tfwhd  every  part  of  the  roen,  even  the 
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bed  where '4hQ  {trincess  lay  -was  n^  exeimpt 
from  the  enquiry ;  he  turned  the  priaeess  on 
one  side  and  toother,  stripped  her  quite  naked, 
but  no  moiise  was  to  be  found  ;  the  prineess 
herself  was  kind  enough  to  assist^  but  still  to 
so  purpose. 

^  Alas,  >erieA  the  young  prince  in  an  agony, 
how  unhappy  am  I  to  be  thus  disappointed  ! 
n^ver  sure  was  so  beautiful  an  animal  seen  ! 
I  would  giTe  half  my  kingdooi  and  my  princesr 
to  him  HaAt  would  find  it.  The  princess^ 
ibongh  not  nuoh  pleased  with  the  latter  part 
of  his  offer,  endeayoured  to  comfort  him  as 
well  as  she  could  ;  she  let  him  know  that  he 
had  an  hundred  mice  already,  which  ought  to 
be  at  least  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  philosopher 
like  him.  Though  notte  of  them  had  green 
eyes,  yet  he  should  learn  to  thank  heaven  that 
they  had  eyes.  She  told  him,  (for  she  was  a 
profound  moralist)  that  incurable  evils  must 
be  bm*ne,  and  that  useless  lamentations  were 
Tain,  and  thai  man  was  bom  to  misforUinoa ; 
the  eves  intreated  him  to  return  to  bed,  and 
jbe  would  endeavour  to  lull  him  on  her  bosom 
to  repose  ;  but  still  the  prince  continued  in* 
4»iisolabfe ;  and,  regarding  her  with  a  stern 
air,  for  which  his  family  was  remarkable,  he 
voived  snever  to  sleep  in  the  royal  palace,  or 
indulge  }ii|QQself  in  the  innocent  pleasures  of 

A  a2 
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matrimony,  till  he  had  found  the  while  mouse 
with  the  green  eyeg.' 

^  Pr'ythee,  Col.  Leech/  cried  his  lordship, 
interrupting  me,  ^  how  do  you  like  that  nose ; 
don't  you  think  there  is  something  of  the  man- 
ner of  Riembrandt  in  it  ?  A  prince  in  all  this 
agony  for  a  white  mouse,  O  ridiculous !  Don't 
you  think,  Major  Vampyre,  that  eye-brow 
stippled  very  prettily  ?  But  pray  what  are  the 
green  eyes  to  the  purpose,  except  to  amuse 
children  ?  I  would  give  a  thousand  guineas  to 
lay  on  the  colouring  of  this  cheek  more  smooth* 
ly.     But  I  ask  pardon ;  pray,  sir,  prSiQeed.* 


LETTER  XLVIIL 

FROM  THE   SAME. 


The  fairy  tale  continued. 


'  Kings,  continued  I,  at  that  time  were  dif^ 
ferent  from  what  they  are  now:  they  then 
never  engaged  their  word  for  any  thing  which 
they  did  not  rigorously  intend  to  porforim 
This  was  the  case  of  Bonbennin,  who  con- 
tinued all  night  to  lament  his  misfortunes  to 
the  princess^  who  echoed  gproan  for  groan. 
When  morning  came,  he  published  an  edict, 
offering  half  his  kingdom  and  bis  princess,  to 
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Hie  pearMn  wlio  sliould  catck  and  bring  him 
ihe  white  mouse  with  the  green  eyes. 

'  The  edict  was  scarcely  published,  when 
all  the  traps  in  the  kingdom  were  baited  with 
Cbeese ;  numberless  mice  were  taken  and  de- 
stroyed ;  but  still  the  much-wished  for  mouse 
was  not  among  the  number.  The  priyy- 
council  was  assembled  more  than  once  to  give 
tiieir  advice ;  but  all  their  deliberations  cane 
ijo  nothing ;  even  though  there  were  two  com- 
plete vermin -killers  and  three  professed  rat- 
catchers of  the  number.  Frequent  addresses, 
as  is  usual  on  extraordinary  occasions,  were 
sent  from  all  parts  of  the  empire;  but  though 
these  promised  well,  though  in  them  he  re- 
eeived  an  assurance,  that  his  faithful  subjects 
would  assist  in  his  search  with  their  Iitcs  and 
fortunes,  yet,  with  all  their  loyalty,  they  failed 
whe^  the  time  eame  that  the  mo«ise  was  to  be 
eaught. 

^  The  pri«ce  therefore  was  resolved  to  ^o 
himsdf  in  search,  determined  ncTer  to  lie  two 
nights  in  one  place  till  he  had  found  what  he 
Mught  for.  Thus  quitting  his  palace  with- 
out attendavits^  he  set  out  upon  his  journey, 
and  travelled  through  many  a  desert,  and 
crassed  many  it  river,  hiigh  oyer  hills,  and  down 
«long  vales,  still  restless,  still  inquiring, 
whererer  lie  came;  but  no  white  mouse  was 

to  befontfid. 
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^  As  oBie  day,  fatigued  with  his  journey,  he 
was  shading  himself  from  the  heat  of  the  mid^ 
day  suD,  under  the  arching  branches  of  a 
banana -tree,  meditating  on  the  object  of  his 
pursuit,  he  perceived  an  old  woman  hideously 
deformed,  approaching  him ;  by  her  stoop, 
and  the  wrinkles  of  her  visage,  she  seemed  at 
least  five  hundred  years  old ;  and  the  spotted 
toad  was  not  more  freckled  timn  was  her  skin. 
Ah!  prince  Bdnbennin-bonbobbitiTbonbobbi- 
net,  cried  the  fairy,  what  has  led  you  so  many 
thousand  miles  from  your  own  kingdom ;  what 
is  it  you  look  for,  and  what  induces  fon  to 
travel  into  the  kingdom  of  Emmets?  The 
prince,  who  was  excessively  complaisant,  told 
her  the  whole  story  three  times  over;  for  she 
was  hard  of  hearing.  Well,  said  the  old  fairy, 
for  such  she  was,  I  promise  to  put  you  in  pos- 
session of  the  white  mouse  with  green  eyes, 
and  that  immediately  too,  upon  one  condition. 
One  condition,  cried  the  prince  in  a  rapture, 
name  a  thousand  :  I  shall  undergo  them  all 
with  pleasure.  Nay,  interrupted  the  old  fairy, 
I  ask  but  one,  and  that  not  very  mortifying 
neither  ;  it  is  only  that  you  instantly  'Consimt 
to  marry  me. 

^  It  is  impossible  to  express  the  princess 
confusion  at  this  demand ;  he  loved  the  mouse^ 
but  he  detested  the  bride  ;  he  hesitated ;  he 
desired  time  to  think  upon  the  proposal ;  be 
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Would  have  been  glad  ta  consult  bis  friends 
on  such  an  occasion.  Nay,  nay,  cried  the 
odious  fairy,  if  you  demur,  I  retract  my  pro- 
mise ;  I  do  not  desire  to  force  my  farours  on 
any  man.  Here,  you  my  attendants  cried  she, 
stamping  with  her  foot,  let  my  machine  be 
driven  up  ^,  Barbacela,  queen  of  Emmets,  is 
not  used  to  contemptuous  treatment.  She  had 
no  sooner  spoken  than  her  fiery  chariot  ap- 
peared in  the  air,  drawn  by  two  anails ;  and 
she  was  just  going  to  step  in,  when  the  prince 
reflected,  that  now  or  never  was  the  time  to 
be  possessed  of  the  white  mouse  ;  and  quite 
forgetting  his  lawful  princess  Nanboa,  falling 
<m  his  knees,  he  implored  forgiveness  for  hav- 
ing rashly  rejected  so  much  beauty*  This 
well-timed  compliment  instantly  appeased  the 
angry  fairy.  She  affected  a  hideous  leer  of 
approbation,  and,  taking  the  young  prince  by 
the  hand,  conducted  him  to  a  neighbouring 
church,  where  they  were  married  together  in 
a  moment.  As  soon  as  the  ceremony  was  per^ 
foltned,  the  prince^  who  was^to  the  last  degree 
^desiro<n»  of  seeing  his  favourite  mouse,  re- 
minded the  bride  of  her  proniiise.  To  confess 
a  truth,  my  prince,  cried  she,  I  n^yself  am  that 
v^y  white  mouse  you  saw  on  your  wedding 
night  in  the  royal  apartment.  I  now  therefore 
give  you  the  choice,  whether  you  would  have 
me  a  mouse  by  day  and  a  woman  by  night,  ot 
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a  mouse  by  nigliiay d  a  weman  by  day.  Though 
the  prince  was  au  exceUent  casuist,  he  was 
quite  at  a  loss  bow  to  determine,  but  at  last 
thought  it  Inost  prudent  to  have  reeourse  to  a 
blue  eat  that  had  followed  bim  from  his  own' 
dominions,  and  frequently  amused  bim  with 
its  conversation,  and  assisted  him  with  its  adU 
▼ice ;  in  fact  this  cat  was  no  other  than  tl%e 
faithful  princess  Nanhoa  herself,  who  bad 
shared  with  him  aH  his  hardships  in  this  dis- 
guise. 

^  By  her  instructions  he  was  deternuned  in 
his  choice,  and  returning  to  the  old  fairy,  pru- 
dently observed,  that  as  she  must  have  be^i 
sensible  he  had  married  her  only  for  the  sake 
of  what  she  had,  and  not  for  her  persoqal  qua- 
lifications, he  thought  it  would  for  several 
reasons  be  most  couTeaient  if  she  contimted 
a.  woman  by  day  and  appeared  a  mouse  by 
night. 

^  The  old  fairy  was  a  good  deal  mortified  at 
her  husband's  want  of  gallantry,  though  she 
was  reluctantly  obliged  to  comply ;  the  day 
was  therefore  sp^it  in  the  most  polite  jonuse^ 
ments,  the  gentlemen  talked  smut,  the  ladies 
laughed,  and  were  angry.  At  last  the  happy 
night  drew  near,  the  blue  cat  still  stucli  by  the 
side  of  its  master,  and  even  followed  him  to 
the  bridal  apartment.  ^Barbacela  ^it«Hed  the 
chanaber,  wearing  a  train  fifteen  yarda  long, 
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supported  by  porcupines,  and  all  over  beset 
with  jewels,  which  served  to  render  her  more 
detestable.  She  was  just  stepping  into  bed 
to  the  prince,  forgetting  her  promise,  when  he 
insisted  upon  seeing  her  in  the  shape  of  a 
mouse.  She  had  promised,  and  no  fairy  can 
break  her'  word ;  wherefore  assuming  the 
figure  of  the  most  beautiful  *  mouse  in  the 
world,  she  skipped  and  played  about  with  an 
infinity  of  amusement.  The  prince,  in  an 
agony  of  rapture,  was  desirous  of  seeing  his 
pretty  playfellow  move  a  slow  dance  about  the 
floor  to  bis  own  singing;  he  began  to  sing, 
and  the  mouse  immediately  to  perform  with 
the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  time,  and  the 
finest  grace  and  greatest  gravity  imaginable ; 
it  only  began,  for  Nanhoa,  who  had  long  waited 
for  the  opportunity  in  the  shape  of  a  cat,  flew 
upon  it  instantly  without  remorse,  and  eating 
it  up  in  the  hundredth  part  of  a  moment,  broke 
the  charm,  and  th^a  resumed  her  natural 
figure. 

^  The  prince  now  found  that  he  had  all  along 
been  under  the  power  of  enchantment,  that 
his  passion  for  the  white  mouse  was  entirely 
fictitious,  and  not  the  genuine  complexion  of 
his  soul ;  he  now  saw  that  his  earnestness 
after  mice  was  an  illiberal  amusement,  and 
much  more  becoming  a  rat-catcher  than  a 
prince.    AH  his  meanness  now  stared  him  in 
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tbe  face,  be  begged  4he  Aiecreet  priiicet8*«i 
pardon  an  bmidred  tines.  Tbe  princese  very 
readily  forgave  him  ;  and  botb  returning  to 
their  palace  in  Benbobbin,  lived  Tery  happily 
together,  and  reigned  many  years  with  all  that 
wisdom,  which,  by  the  story,  they  appear  to 
'have  bees  possessed  of.  Perfectly  (HmTineed 
by  their  former  adventures,  that  they  tvAo 
place  their  affections  em  trifies  at  fir^t  f&r 
amusement y  wiUJind  thoee  ^ri^sett  last  be^ 
come  their  moH  eeriow^fmcem.^    Adieu. 


LETTER  XLIX. 

From  Ueu  Chi  AUamgi,  to  Fmm  i£oam,Jirei 
President  of  the  Cerevsaniml  Ajm^lewif  at 
Pekin,  in  Cbima, 


An  nttempt  to  deiiie  Tlpt  bttewpt  Vy  Bifliili  JUbfrty. 


Ask  an  Engliriiman  wbart  nation  in  the  worid 
enjoys  most  freedom,  and  be  immediatdy  an-* 
swers,  his  own.  Ask  him  in  what  ttmt  free- 
dom principally  consists,  aj|d  be  is  instantly 
silent.  This  happy  pre-eman^ice  does  nat 
arise  from  the  people's  enjoying  a  larger  share 
in  legislation  than  dsewhere  ;  for  in  this  par- 
ticular, several  states  in  Enrepe  exeel  them  ; 
nor  does  it  arise  from  a  greater  «flBemptrai 
from  taxes,  for  few  countries  pay.  more;  ii 
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daeft  not  proeecd  fet>iii  tkeir  beiii|^  restrained 
by  fewer  laws,  for  na  people  are  burthened 
with  so  many  ;  nor  does  it  particularly  con* 
sist  in  the  security  of  their  property,  for  pro- 
perty is  pretty  well  secured  in  every  polite 
state  of  Europe. 

How  then  are  the  English  more  free  (for 
more  free  they  certainly  are)  than  the  peojde 
of  any  other  country,  or  under  any  other  form 
of  govemoient  whatever  i  Their  freedom  con- 
sists in  their  enjoying  all  the  advantages  of 
deniocracy  with  this  superior  prerogative  bor* 
rowed  from  monarchy,  that  the  severity  of 
their  laws  maiy  be  relaxed  without  endanger » 
img  the  constitution . 

In  a  monarchical  state,  in  which  the  con- 
stitution is  strongest,  the  laws  may  be  relaxed 
without  danger ;  for  though  the  people  should 
be  unanimous  in  the  breach  of  any  one  in  par- 
ticular, yet  still  tiiere  is  an  effective  power 
superior  to  the  people,  capable  of  enforcing 
obedience^  whenever  it  may  be  proper  to  in- 
culcate the  law  either  towards  the  support  or 
welfare  of  the  community. 

But  in  all  those  governments,  where  lawi$ 
derive  their  sanction  from  the  people  alone, 
transgressicms  cannot  be  overlooked  without 
bringing  the  constitution  into  danger.  They 
who  transgress  the  law  in  such  a  case  are  those 
who  prescribe  it,  by  which  means  it  loses  not 
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only  its  influence  but  its  sanction.  In  erery 
republic  the  laws  must  be  strong,  because  the 
constitution  is  feeble,  they  must  resemble  an 
Asiatic  husband  who  is  justly  jealous,  because 
he  'knows  himself  impotent.  Thus  in  HoU 
land,  Switzerland,  and  Genoa,  new  laws  are 
not  frequently  enacted,  but  the  old  ones  are 
observed  with  unremitting  severity.  In  such, 
republics  therefore  the  peo]^e  are  slaves  to 
laws  of  their  own  making,  little  less  than  un- 
mixed monarchies,  where  they  are  slaves  to 
the  will  of  one,  subject  to  frailties  like  them- 
selves. 

In  England,  from  a  variety  of  happy  acci- 
dents, their  constitution  is  just  strong  enough, 
or,  if  you  will,  monarchical  enough,  to  permit- 
a  relaxation  of  the  severity  of  laws,  and  yet 
those  laws  still  to  remain  sufficiently  strong 
to  govern  the  people.  This  is  the  most  per- 
fect state  of  civil  liberty,  of  which  we  can  form 
any  idea ;  here  we  see  a  greater  number  of 
laws  than  in  any  other  country,  while  the  peo- 
ple at  the  same  time  obey  only  such  as  are  im- 
mediately conducive  to  the  interests  of  society ; 
several  are  unnoticed,  many  unknown;  some 
kept  to  be  revived  and  enforced  upon  proper, 
occasions,  others  left  to  grow  obsolete,  even 
without  the  necessity  of  abrogation. 

There  is  scarcely  an  Englishman  who  does 
not  almost  every  day  of  his  life  offend  with 
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impttnitf  aipimt  some  express  law,  and  for 
which  i«  a  oertain  conjuncture  of  circum- 
stoiices  he  would  not  receire  punishment. 
Gaminghouses,  preaeMngatprohibitedpIftcesy 
asseoablod  crowds,  nocturnal  amusements, 
public  shows^  and  an  hundred  other  instances, 
are  forbid  and  frequented.  These  prohibitions 
are  useful ;  though  it  be  prudent  in  their  ma- 
gistrates, and  happy  for  their  people,  that  they 
are  not  enforced,  and  none  but  the  yenal  or 
mercenary  attempt  to  enforce  them. 

The  law  in  this  case,  like  an  indulgent 
parent,  still  keeps  the  tod,  though  the  child  is 
seldom  correctisd.  Were  those  pardoned  of- 
fences'to  rise  into  enormity,  'Were  they  likely 
to  obstruct  the  happitiess  of  sotiety,  or  endan- 
ger tiie  state;  it  is  theii  thai-justfce  Wotild  re- 
sume her  terrors,  and  punish  tho^e  faults  she 
had  so  often  OTcrlooked  with  indulgence.  It 
is  to  this  diictllity  of  thelaWs  that  an  English- 
man oWes  thie  freeddm  be^bjoy^  superior  to 
others  in  a  more  popular^  gt)Vernment ;  every 
step  therdfo^e  the  conktittltion  takes  towards' 
a  democratic  fbrm^  eVery  dihiinution  6f  the' 
legal  authority,  is,  in'fbct,'ai  diminution  of  the 
subjects*  iireeddm  ;  but  every  attempt  to  ren- 
der the  goilMimettt  n^cH'e  popular,  not  oaiy 
impairs  natural  liberty^  but  even  will  at  las* 
d^olte  the  political  ciofistitdtiiDn. 

Vol.  I.  lb 
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Eirery  populitf  go^emmaDl  mteam  cakahjttd 
ta  la^t  only  for  si  UmPt  it  graw»  figid  mth  ag^ 
new  laws  are  nmUiplyiiigf  asd  ike  old  eoii-^ 
tinue  m  force  i  tke  wluwii  ape  o]n»ne8aedv 
burtb^ned  wjth  a  nmltipliQUy  of  legii  iigmie- 
tiona;  thece  i||Re  npoe  froairarliom  to  expeot 
redresa,  and  nQthing  Init  a  staoag  cottTnlsion 
in  tbe  8^te  can  ifiodipafo  them  info;  fiNrmer 
liberty :  thua  the  people  of  RemOy  a  few  grei^ 
ones  exqeptedy  found  mor^  r^  fiseedom  undm? 
their  emperors,  ihp4i,g}k  tyrsinta^  than  they  had 
experience4  in  the  old  age  of  the  common- 
wealth, in  w^ich  thm  la»wi(  were  become  nii- 
n^f^rou^  ^|i4  painfid,  in  which  new  lawa  wma 
every  day  en^QtingT  apd  tl^  old  qm9  ^a^efi»AitA 
with  rig;QUf:.  They;  even  refimed.  to  he  reiSH 
sta^t^d  i^i,  the^  fprmer  i^parogiatiyef  >  apeb  tust 
ofl^r  made  them  fo.  th^f  puiq^Q^Or;  for  tht y  ae- 
tiially  fouad  emperors  the  only  meaps  of  softtan 
ing  th^  rigouira  of  their  co|i«t^tption. 

The  cqnatitutia^  of  £i|gland  i^  at.  prescott 
poasiBssed  of  thQ  strength  pf  Ua  natiye  e^^ 
and  t^e  flexjbil^y  of  the  beading  twnriak. : 
but  ahould  the  pf^pl^.at  an|^,tiipe)^wi<^h%mis-^ 
takeiisealy pant  a^r  an, iooaj^Hiary  freedom^ 
and  fj^pqy  tbf4  8^idg}9g  n^^iiw^y  ^ai  m- 

q;^;$^ii|g  th^ur  privilege,  t||i^  WQ^  be^  ▼cT^r. 
mjM>h  mia^^vtt  alnpe^Tery  j^fwrt  pHi^ad  firomi 
the  crown  qf  maj^jr,  wci^  o^y  hfl^  m^^^  vjit: 


of  as  A  bribe  io  oomqitioii  ^  it  miglit  eMt*teh 
ih»  few  who  shAred  it  atmang  them,  but  would 
in  fact  impaYerali  the  {mblfc.    . 

As  the  RomaB  senatc^s  by  srlovr  Md  ini)per- 
ceptible  llagrees  became  naastere  ^of  the  people, 
yet  atHl  flattertsd  tbem  widi  a  sbow  of  freed^i 
while  themBelves  only  were  £ree ;  go  is  tt  pos- 
sible fbr  a  body  of  men,  while  they  stand  up 
for  privileges,  td  grow  into  an  exbberanee  <yf 
power  thetfrnelves,  and 'the  public  become  «ie- 
tually  dependent^  while  solne  of  i'ts  iiidiTiduAls 
only  goTcrned. 

If  then,  my  frieUd,  there  should  in  this 
eewntry  ever  be  on  the  throne  u  king  Ivho 
throngh  good  nature  or  age  should  give  up 
the  emaUest  piM  of  his  prerogative  to  the  ^^- 
pte^  if  there  riiould  eome  a  minister  of  merit 
and  popularity^^biit  I  have  room  for  wo  more. 
Adieu. 

\n  Ji.fi'i  ;^i 

LETTER  L. 

1^  tUe  ^kikt. 


A  bookMllei^t  Tftit  to  lb*  Chlneie. 


As  I  vras  yest^rduy  seated  at  breakest  otter 
a  plosive  dish  of  teii,  my  meditations  were  in- 
terrupted by  my  oM  iMend  and  compauioki^ 
who  inttoduced  a  st^ngeir,  dreisdd  pretty 

much  like  himself.     The  gi^ttoman  made 
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several  apologies  for  hia  Yittty  begged  of  me 
to  impute  his  iotrusion  to  the  siacerity  of  his 
respect,  and  the  warmth  of  his  ourionty. 

As  I  am  Tory  susjMoious  of  my  company, 
vrhen  I  find  them  very  ciyil  without*  any  ap- 
parent reason,  I  answered  the  stranger^s 
caresses  at  first  with  reserve ;  which  my  friend 
perceiving,  instatvtly  let  me  into  my  visitant's 
trade  and  character,  asking  Mr.  Fudge,  whe- 
ther he  had  lately  published  any  thing  neW  f 
I  now  conjectured  that  my  guest  was  no  other 
than  a  bookseller,  and  his  answer  confirmed 
my  suspicions. 

<  ^  Excuse  me,  sip,*  says  he,  Mt  is  not"  the 
season  ;  books  have  their  time  as  well  as  cu- 
cundiers.  I  wouldno  more  bring  out  a  new 
work  in  summer,  than  1  would  ieMI  pork  in  the 
dog-days.  Nothing  in  my  way  goes  off  in 
summer,  except  very  light  goods  indeed.  A 
revieTf|.a  magazine^-or  a  sessions-paper  may 
amuse  a  summer  readar ;  but  all  our  stock  of 
value  we  reserve  for  a  spring  and  winter  trade.* 
— ^  I  must  confess,  sir,*  say  I,  ^  a  curiosity  to 
know  what  you  call  a  valuable  stock,  which 
can  only  bear  a  winter  perusal.' — *  Sir,'  re- 
plied  the  booksell^, '  it-is  not  my  way  to  cry 
up  my  own  goods,  but  without  exaggeration 
I  will  venture  to  show  with  any  of  the  trade  i 
my  books  at  least  have  the  peculiar  advantage 
of  being  always  new;  and  it  is  my  way  to 
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clear  off  my  oid  to  the  <truBk-makers  every 
season.  I  have  t^  newtitle«-pages  new  abeot 
roe,  which  only  want  books  to  be  added  to 
make  them  the  finest  things  in  nature.  Others 
may  pretend  to  direct  the  vulgar ;  but  that  is 
not  my  way ;  I  always  let  the  vulgar  direct 
roe;  wherever  popular  clamour  arises,  I  al^ 
ways  echo  the  million.  For  instance,  should 
the  people  in  general  say  that  such  a  man  is 
a  rogue,  I  instantly  give  orders  to  set  him 
down  in  print  a  villain ;  thus  eVery  man  buys 
the  book,  not  to  learn  new  sentiments,  but  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  own  reflected.' 
— *But,  sir,Mnterrupted  I,^you  speak  as  if 
yourself  wrote  the  books  you  publish  ;  may  I 
be  90  bold  as  to  ask  a  sight  of  some  of  those 
intended  publications  which  are  shortly  to 
surprise  the  world  V — *  As  to  that,  sir,'  replied 
the  talkative  bookseller, '  I  only  draw  out  the 
plans  myself;  and  though  I  am  very  cautious 
of  comnaunicating  them  to  any,  yet,  as  in  the 
end  I  have  a  favour  to  ask,  you  shall  see  a  few 
of  them.  Here,  sir,  they  are,  diamonds  of  the 
first  water,  I  assure  you.  Imprimis,  a  trans* 
lation  of  several  medical  precepts  for  the  use 
of  such  physicians  as  do  not  understand  Latin. 
Item,  the  young  clergyman's  art  of  placing 
patches  regularly,  with  a  dissertation  on  the 
different  manners  of  smiling  without  distort- 
ing the  face.  Item,  the  whole  art  of  love  made 
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perfeetly  easy  by  a  broker  of  ^Clnuige  Alley. 
Item^  the  proper  manner  of  cotthig  black  Jead 
pencils,  and  making  crayons ;  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  **'*^.  Item,  the  muster- 
master-general,  or  the  rerie^  of  reviews.-^— ' 
'  Sir,*  cried  T,  interrupting  him,  'my  curiosity 
^th  regard  to  title-pages  is  satisfied,  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  some  longer  manuscript,  an  his- 
tory, or  an  epic  poem.' — '  Bless  me,'  cries  the 
man  of  industry,  ^  now  you  speak  of  an  epic 
poem,  you  shall  see  an  excellent  farce.  Here 
it  is;  dip  into  it  where  you  will,  it  will  be 
found  replete  with  true  modem  humour. 
Strokes,  sir;  it  is  filled  with  strokes  of  wit 
and  satire  in  every  line.' — '  Do  you  call  these 
dashes  of  the  pen  strokes,'  replied  I, '  for  i 
must  confess  I  can  see  no  other  ?'  ^  And  pray,, 
sir,'  returned  he, '  what  do  you  call  them  ? 
Do  you  see  any  thing  good  now-a->days  that 
is  not  filled  with  strokes — and  dashes  ? — ^ 
Sir,  a  well-placed  dash  makes  half  the  wit  of 
eur  writers  of  modern  humour.*  I  bought 
last  season  a  piece  that  had  no  other  merit 
upon  earth  than  nine  hundred  and  ninety-finn& 
breaks,  seventy-two  ha  ha's,  three  good  things 

♦  The  idea  is  well  ridiculed  by  our  late  excellent  poet 
Cowper,  who  in  his  Table  Talk  hM  given  the  following  adU 
mirable  description  of—  ^ 

<  A  prologue  interdashed  with  many  a  stroke, 

An  art  contrived  tp  advertise  a  jioke. 

So  that  the  jest  is  clearly  to  be  seen, 

Not  in  the  words— but  in  the  gap  between.' 
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9»i  a  garter.  And  yet  it  pkyed  off,  and 
boanced,  and  cracked,  and  made  more  sport 
than  a  fire-work.* — 'I  fancy  then,  sir,  yon 
were  a  considerable  gainer  ?* — *  It  must  be 
owned  the  pi^*e  did  pay  ;  but  upon  the  whole 
I  Giuinot  much  boast  of  last  winter's  success ; 
I  gained  by  two  murdersi,  but  then  I  lost  by 
an  ill-timed  charity --sermon.  I  was  a  con- 
sideraibie  sufferer  by  my  Direct  Road  to  an 
Estaite,  but  the  Infernal  Guide  brought  me 
up  again.  Ah,  sir,  that  was  a  piece  touched 
off  by  the  hands  of  a  master,  filled  with  good 
things  from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  author 
had  nothing  but  the  jest  in  view ;  no  dull 
moral  lurking  beneath,  nor  ill-natured  satire 
to  sour  the  reader's  good  humour  ;  he  wisely 
Considered  that  moral  and  humour  at  the  same 
time  were  quite  OTer-doing  the  business.' — 
*  To  what  purpose  was  the  book  then  publish- 
ed r  cried  I.  ^  Sir,  the  book  was  published 
in  order  to  be  sold  ;  and  no  bodk  sold  better^ 
except  the  criticisms  upon  it,  which  came  out 
soon  after  ;  of  all  kinds  of  writings  that  goes 
off  best  at  present ;  and  I  generally  fasten  a 
criticism  upon  every  selling  book  that  is  pub- 
lished.* 

^  I  once  had  an  author  who  never  left  the 
least  opening  for  the  critics  ;  close  was  the 
word,  always  very  right  and  very  dull,  ever 
on  ^he  safe  side  of  an  argument ;  yet^  with  all 
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his  qualifications,  incapable  of  coming  into 
favour.  I  soon  perceived  that  his  bent  was 
for  criticism ;  and  as  be  was  good  for  nothing 
else,  supplied  him  with  pens  and  paper,  and 
planted  him  at  thd  beginning  of  every  month 
as  a  censor  on  the  works  of  others.  In  short, 
I  found  him  a  treasure,  no  merit  could  escape 
him  :  but  what  is  most  remarkable  of  all,  he 
ever  wrote  best  and  bitterest  when  drunk.*— 
*  But  are  there  not  some  works,'  interrupted 
I,  *  that  from  the  very  manner  of  their  com- 
position must  be  exempt  from  criticism  ;  par- 
ticularly such  as  profess  to  disregard  its  laws  ? 
— *  There  is  no  work  whatsoever  but  he  can 
criticise,'  replied  the  bookseller ;  *even  though 
you  wrote  in  Chinese  he  would  have  a  pluck 
at  you.  Suppose  you  should  take  it  into  your 
head  to  publish  a  book,  let  it  be  a  volume  of 
Chinese  letters  for  instance;  write  how  you 
will>  he  shall  show  the  world  you  could  have 
written  better.  Should  you,  with  the  most 
local  exactness,  stick  to  the  manners  aiid  cus- 
toms of  the  country  from  whence  you  come; 
should  you  confine  yourself  to  the  narrow 
limits  of  Eastern  knowledge,.and  be  perfectly 
simple,  and  perfect  natural,  he  has  then  the 
strongest  reason  to  exclaim.  He  may  with  a 
sneer  send^you  back  to  China  for.  readers. 
He  may  observe,  that,  after  the  first  or  second 
ktter  the  iteration  of  the  sahie  simplicity  ui 


<* 
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insapportably  tedious ;  but  the  worst  of  all 
is,  the  public  in  such  a  case  will  anticipate  bis 
censures,  and  leave  you,  with  all  yovir  unin- 
structive  simplicity,  to  be  mauled  at  discre- 
tion.* 

*  Yes/  cried  I,  *  but  in  order  to  avoid  his 
indignation,  and  what  I  should  fear  more, 
that  of  the  public,  I  would  in  such  a  case 
write  with  all  the  knowledge  I  was  master  of. 
As  I  am  not  possessed  of  much  learning,  at 
least  I  would  pot  suppress  what  little  I  had  y 
nor  would  I  appear  more  stupid  than  nature 
made  me.* — ^  Here,  then,*  cries  the  bookseller, 
^  we  should  have  you  entirely  in  our  power; 
unnatural,  uneastern  ;  quite  out  of  character; 
erroneously  sensible  would  be  the  whole  cry ; 
sir,  we  should  then  hunt  you  down  like  a  rat.* 
— *  Head  of  my  father  !*  i^aid  I,  '  sure  there 
are  but  the  two  ways  ;  the  door  must  either 
be  shut,  or  it  must  be  open.  I  must  either  be 
natural  or  unnatural.*—^  Be  what  you  will, 
we  shall  criticise  you,*  returned  the  bookseller, 
*  and  prove  you  a  dunce  in  spite  of  your  t^eth. 
But,  sir,  it  is  time  that  I  should  come  to  bu- 
siness. I  have  just  now  in  the  press  an  his- 
tory of  China;  and  if  you  will  but  put  your 
name  to  it  s^s  the  author,  I  shall  repay  the 
obligation  with  gratitude.* — *  What,  sir,^  re- 
plied I, '  pat  my  name  to  a  work  which  I  have 
not  written  !   Never  while  I  retain  a  propej: 


respect  fer  tbe  poUid  md  mynelf.^  The 
UuntneBS  of  my  reply  qeite  ahaled  the  ^d6ur 
ef  tbe  bo<ykteller*8  oOBversation  ;  and,  after 
about  half  an  hoar'a  dieagfeeable  ire«erve,  he 
-with  some  ceremony  took  his  leave  and  ivith- 
drew*     Adieu. 


LETTER  LI. 

TO   THE    SAME. 


The  impossibility  of  distinguishing  men  in  England  by  their  dress* 
^  tVo  Instances  of  tlits. 


In  all  otbtcr  countries^  my  dear  Fum  Hoam, 
the  ridi  are  dittinguiahed  by  their  dres^.  In 
Persia^  Cfaiiim>  and  most  p^^rti  of  Europe, 
those  who  are  possessed  of  miloh  g^d  or  sil yer^ 
put  some  of  it  upon  their  clothe :  but  in  Eng- 
hi«4»  those  who  carry  much  upon  their  clothes, 
are  remarlced  for  hating  but  little  in  their 
pockets.  A  tawdry  outside  is  regarded  as  a 
badge  of  poverty,  and  tboi^e  who  can  sit  at 
home,  and  glote  over  their  thousands  in  silent 
satisfaction,  are  generally  found  to  do  it  in 
plain  clothes. 

This  diversity  of  thinking  from  the  rest  of 
the  world  which  prevails  here,  I  was  first  at 
a  loss  to  account  for ;  but  am  since  informed 
that  it  was  introduced  by  «ii  interoourse  be<f 
tween  them  and  their  neighbours  the  French^ 
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TNh0,  wheaf  ver  ibt^,  etme  in  order  t#  pay  ttM6 
islaiid|Hrft  a  ymiy  were  geaerally  Tery  well 
dra^sed)  apdi^ery  poer^  daubed  widi  lace,  bat 
all  the  fpldingron  tbe  outside.  By  this  means 
laced  clothes  haye  been  brought  so  much  into 
couteBipt,  that  at  present  CTea  their  manda* 
rines  are  ashamed  of  finery. 

I  must  own  myself  a  conTert  to  English 
simjdicity ;  I  am  no  more  for  ostentation  of 
wealth  than  <rf  learning ;  the  person  who  in 
eompany  should  pretend  to  be  wiser  than 
others^  I  am  apt  to  regard  as  illiterate  and  ill- 
bred  ;  the  person  whose  clothes  are  extremely 
fine,  I  am  apt  to  consider  as  not  being  pos- 
sessed' of  any  superiority  of  fortune,  but  re* 
aembling  those  Indians  who  are  found  to  wear 
all  the  goM  they  have  in  the  world  in  a  bob  at 
the  nose. 

I  was  lately  introduced  into  a  company  of 
the  best-dressed  men  I  have  seen  since  my  ar* 
rival.  Upon  entering  the  room,  I  was  struck 
with  awe  at  the  .grandeur  of  the  difierent 
dre6>ses.  That  personage,  thought  I,  in  blue 
smd  gold,  must  be  some  emperor's  son  :  that 
in  green  and  silver,  a  prince  of  the  blood  ;  he 
in  eiilbroidered  soarlei  a  prime  minister,  all 
first-rate  noUemen,  I  suppose,  and  welUlook- 
ijig  noblemen  too.  I  sate  for  some  time  with 
tftiftt  UMRsiness  which  ceMctons  inferiority 
produces  in  the  ingenuous  mind,  all  attention' 
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te  their  didcourde.  HoweTer,  1  found  their 
conversation  more  vulgar  than  I  could  have 
expected  from  personages  of  such  distinction : 
if  these,  thought  1  to  myself,  be  princes,  they 
are  the  most  stupid  princes  I  have  ever  con- 
versed with  :  yet  still  I  continued  to  venerate 
their  dress  ;  for  dress  has  a  kind  of  mechanical 
influence  on  the  mind. 

My  friend  in  black  indeed  did  not  behave 
with  the.  same  deference,  but  contradicted  the 
tnest  of  them  all  in  the  most  peremptory  tones 
of  contempt.  But  I  had  scarcely  time  to 
wonder  at  the  imprudence  of  his  conduct, 
when  I  found  occasion  to  be  equally  surprised 
at  the  absurdity  of  theirs  ;  for  upon  the  entry- 
of  a  middle-aged  man,  dressed  in  a  cap,  dirty 
shirt  and  boots,  the  whole  circle  seemed  di- 
minished of  their  former  importance,  and  con- 
tended who  should  be  first  to  pay  their  obei- 
sance to  the  stranger.  They  somewhat  re- 
sembled a  circle  of  Kalmucs '  oflfering  incense 
to  a  bear. 

Eager  to  know  the  cause  of  so  much  seem- 
ing contradiction,  I  whispered  my  friend  out 
of  the  room,  and  found  thait  the  august  com- 
pany consisted  of  no  other  than  a  dancing- 
master,  two  fiddlers,  and  a  third-rate  actor, 
all  assembled  in  order  to  make  a  set  at  country 
dances ;  and  tbemiddle-aged  gentleman  whom 
I  saw  enter,  was  a  squire  from  the  country, 


crAQSEK  OF  tBM  WOULD.  M9 

and  desirous  of  learning  the  nevr  manner  of 

footing)  and  smoothing  up  the  rudiments  of 

his  rural  minuet. 

I  was  no  longer  surprised  at  the  authority 

which  my  friend  assumed  among  them,  nay, 

was  even  displeased  (pardon  my  eastern  edu^ 

cation)  that  he  had  not  kiciied  every  creature 

ef  them  doWn  stairs.     ^What,'  said  I,  'shall 

a  set  of  such  paltry  feHows  dress  themselves 

up  like  sons  of  kings,  and  claim  even  the 

transitory  respect  of  half  ^n  hour !    There 

should  be  some  law  to  restrain  so  manifest  a 

breach  of  privilege ;  they  should  go  from  house 

to  house,  as  in  China,  with  the  instrum^ti 

of  their  profession  strung  round  their  necks  ; 

by  this  nleans  we  might  be  able  to  distinguish 

and  treat  them  in  a  style  t>f  becoming  cbn^^ 

tempt.'     Hold,  my  friend,  replied  my  com** 

panion,  were  your  reformation  to  take  place, 

as  dancing-masters  and  fiddlers  now  mimic 

gentlemeo  in  appearance,  we  should  then  find 

our  fine  gentkmen  conforming  to  theirs.    A 

beau  might  be  introduced  to  a  lady  of  fasbios 

with  a  fiddle-case  hanging  at  his  neck  by  a  red 

ribbon ;  and,  instead  of  a  cane,  migtit  carry 

a  fiddle-stick.     Though  to  be  as  dull  ais  a 

£r8t4*atedancingi-mafiter  might  be  used  with 

proverbial  justice  ;  yet,  dull  as  he  i»,  many  a 

.fine  geAtli^man  sets  him  up  as  the  proper 

standard  ^f  poUteQjBS^  copies  dot  Ottly  tte 
Vol..  I.  c  c 
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pert  Tivaoity  of  bis  air,  butjthe  flat  insipidily 
i^f  his  conversation.  In  short,  if  you  rndke  a 
law  af^ainst  dancing-masters  imitating  the  fine 
gentleman,  you  should  with  as  much  reason 
enact,  that  no  fine  gentleman  shall  imitate  the 
dancing-master. 

After  I  had  left  my  friend,  [  made  toward 
home,  reflecting  as  I  went  upon  the  difficulty 
of  distinguishing  men  by  their  appearance^ 
Invited,  however,  by  the  freshness  of  the  eveft-? 
ing9  I  did  not  return  directly,  but  went  to 
ruminate  on  what  had  passed  in  a  public  gai*- 
dea  belonging  to  the  city.  Here,  as  1  sat 
upon  one  of  the  benches,  and  felt  the  pleasing 
sympathy  which  nature  in  bloom  inspires,  a 
disconsolated  figure,  who  sate  on  the  other 
end  of  the  seat,  seemed  no  way  to  enjoy  the 
serenity  of  the  season. 

His  dre^  was  miserable  beyond  description ; 
a  thread-bare  coat  of  the  rudest  materials  ;  a 
shirty  Uiottgh  clean,  yet  extremely  coarse; 
hair  thaX  seemed  to  have  been  long  uncon* 
«ci0u»  of  the  comb ;  and  all  the  rest  of  his 
equipage  impressed  with  the  noarks  of  genuine 
poverty. 

As  he  continued  to  sigh,  and  testify  every 
symptom  of  despair,  I  was  naturally  led,  from 
a  mottye  of  humanity,  to  offer  comfort  an^ 
«M»9ifttaiioe*  You  kA^w  my  heart ;  and  thai 
^  who  are  iniser^ble  .maj  claim  a  plaoa  tbec«. 
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The  pensiTe  stranger  at  ftrgt  deelined  my  eon- 
Temation  ;  bat  at  last  percdi^ing  a  peculiarity 
in  my  acoent  and  manner  of  thinking,  he  be- 
gan  to  unfold  himself  by  d^rees. 

I  now  found  that  hotwiis  not  sorery  nnsera- 
hie  as  he  at  first  appeared ;  upon  my  ofiering 
him  a  small  piece  of  money,  he  refused  my 
faroor,  yet  Tvithout  appearing  displeased  at 
my  intended  generosity.  It  is  true,  he  some- 
times mterrtipted  the  conTersation  wHh  a  sigfa, 
and  talked  pathetically  of  neglected  meri't ; 
still  I  could  perceive  a  serenity  in  his  eoni^e^ 
nance,  that,  upon  a  closer  inspection,  bespoke 
inward  content. 

Upon  a  pause  in  the  conversation,  I  was 
going  to  take  my  leave,  when  he  begged  I 
would  favour  him  with  my  company  hoioe  to 
supper.  I  was  surprised  at  such  a  demand, 
from  a  person  of  his  appearance,  but  willing 
to  indulge  curiosity,  I  accepted  bis  invitation ; 
tfnd  though  1  felt  some  repognance  at  bnmg 
seen  with  one  who  appeared  so  very  wretched, 
weift  along  with  seeming  alacrity^ 

Stfil  as  he  approached  nearer  home,  his 

goed-Immour  proportionably  seemed  %o  in<^ 

crease.    At  last  he  stopped,  not  at  the  gate 

of  afi  hovel,  but  of  a  magnificent  palace! 

When  I^ast  my  eyes  upon  all  the  sumptuous 

elegance  which  every  where  presented  upon 

entering,  andf  then  when  I  looked  Bi  my  seem- 

c  c  2 
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ing  miserable  condactor,  I  could  soarcely  HsmA 
that  all  this  finery  belonged  to  him ;  yet-in 
fact  it  did.  Numerous  servants  ran  through 
the  apartments  with  silent  assiduity ;  several 
ladies  of  beauty,  and  magnificently  dressed, 
came  to  vrelcome  his  return  ;  a  most  elegant 
supper  was  provided ;  in  short,  I  found  the 
person,  whom  a  little  before  I  had  sincerely 
pitied,  to  be  in  reality  a  most  refined  epicure! 
One  who  courted  contempt  abroekdj  in  order 
ioffiel  with  keener  gust  the  pleasure  of  pre^ 
^inmence  at  home.    Adieu « 


LETTER  LII. 

?HOM   THE    SAME^ 


)1ie  abiurd  taste  for  obscene  and  pert  noreli,  Sucii  as  Tristram 

8h|indy,  ridiculed. 


How  often  have  we  admired  the  eloquence  of 
Europe !  That  strength  of  thinking,  that  de« 
Ucacy  of  imagination,  even  beyond  the  efibrts 
of  the  Chinese  themselves*  How  were  we 
enraptured  with  those  bold  figures  which  sent 
^very  sentiment  with  force  to  the  heart.  Hovr 
have  we  spent  whole  days  together  in  learning 
those  arts  by  which  European  writers  got 
within  the  pa3sipns,  and  led  the  reader  as  if 
by  enchantment.  < 

But  though  ^e  have  leaned  i^pst  of  th^ 


Aetdrleal  fl^re^  of  th6  lasrt  age,  yet  there 
deems  to  1^  one  or  two  <of  great  use  here,  wTiicK 
Have  not  yet  travelled  to  China.  The  figures 
I  mean  are  called  Bawdy  and  Vertness ;  none 
are  moire  fashionable ;  none  so  sure  of  ad- 
mirers ;  they  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  the 
merest  bloekhead,  by  a  proper  use  of  them, 
6ball  hare  the  reputation  of  a  wit,  they  liii 
level  to  the  meanest  capacities,  and  address 
those  passions  which  all  have,  or  would  be 
ashamed  to  disown. 

It  has  been  observed,  and  I  believe  with 
some  truth,  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  dunce 
td  obtain  the  reputation  of  a  wit !  yet  by  the 
assistance  of  the  figure  Bawdy y  this  may  be 
ei^iiy  aflfected,  and  a  bawdy  blockhead  often 
passes  for  a  fellow  of  smart  parts  and  preten- 
sio^B.  Every  object  in  nature  helps  the  jokes 
'forward,  without  scarcely  any  effort  of  th^e 
imagination .  If  a  lady  stand,  something  very 
good  mrsry  be  said  upon  that ;  if  she  happett  to 
fall,  with  the  help  of  a  little  fashionable  pru- 
rieilcy,  there  are  forty  sly  things  ready  on  the 
occasion.  But  a  prurient  jest  has  always  beeh 
fouiid  to  give  mt>st  pleasure  to  a  very  few  old 
gentlemen,  who  being  in  some  measure  dead 
to  other  sensations,  feel  the  force  of  the  allu^ 
sioik  witti  dovAle  violence  on  the  organs  of 
iislbllit^. 

Afta^thitt'wIiiOiMrriVeshrthiii  m^ner 

c  c  3 
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rally  sure  therefore  of  l^ying^  tbe  jet^  <44  and 
(heimpoient,  amoog  his  admirers  ;  for/these|K» 
may  properly  be  saij  to  write,  and  from  theao 
be  ought  to  expect  bis  reward,  bis  works,  being 
often  a  very  proper  succedaneimi  to.  cantha* 
rides,  or  an  assafcetida  pill.  His  pen  should 
he  considered  in  the  same  light  as  the  squirt 
of  an  apothecary,  both  being  directed  at  the 
9ame  generous  end. 

Qut  though  this  manner  of  writhig  beper-^ 
fectly  adapted  to  the  taste  of  genUemen  and 
^dies  of  fashion  here>  yet  ^till  it  4e^erves 
greater  praiae  ia  being,  equ^Uy  suited  to  the 
most  Yulgai  apprehensions.  The  very  ladi^ 
^nd  gentlemen  of  9enin  or  Caflri:aria  are  in 
tJiis  respect  tolerably  polite,,  and  might  relish 
a  prurient  joke  pf  tbi)s  kiqd  with  qritical  pro^ 
priety ;  probably  top, with  higher  gu^t,  as  i|v^y 
weav  neither  bceechea  nor.  pe^ttipoat^  to  inter-i 
oept  the  application.. 

It  is  certailn  I  nevei:  couM:  have  oxpected 
the  ladies  here,. biassedas  they  areby edi}Ca-> 
tion,  capable  at  once  o£,  bravely  throwing  o(|f 
their  prejudices,,  and.  oot  only  applauding 
books  in  whiph  thia  figure  makes  the  only 
^aerit,  but  even,  adopting  it  in  their  own  con«i 
yergation^  Yet  so  it  i»y  the  pretty  innocents 
f[OW  cari^  tboi^e  books^  only,^.  tbe^r  bai^$^ 
which  formerly  were  bid!  under  the  oushion  ;^ 
11^}  .MW  li^  ii^eifi  douJHo  mcmii^a  wltK  s<^ 


iiittch^  grace,' and  talk  over  the  raptares  ihsj 
bestow^  with,  saeh  little  reserye,  that  I  am 
Bometimes  reminded  of  a  custom  among  the 
entertainers  in  China,  wha  think  it  a  piece  of 
necessary  breeding  to  whet  the  appetites  of 
their  guests,  by  letting  them  jsmell  dinnes  in 
the  kitchen  before  it  is  served  up  to  table. 

The  veneration  we  have  for  many  things^ 
entirely  proceeds  from  their  being  carefully 
concealed.  Were  the  idolatrous  Tartar  per^ 
mitted  to  lift  the  veil  which  keeps  his  idol  from 
view,  it  might  be  a  certain  method  to. cure  his 
future  superstition  ;  ^^th  what  a  noble  spirit 
0S  freedom  therefore  must  that  writer  be  pos^ 
sessed,  who  bravely  paints  things  as  they  are^ 
who  lifts  the  veil  of  modesty,  who  displays  the 
most  bidden  recesses  of  the  temple,  and  shows  / 
the  erring  people  that  the  object  of  their -rows 
M9t  either,  perJiaps  a  mouse^  or  a  monkey^ 

However,  though  this  figure-be  at  present 
^omueli  in  fashion  ;  though  the  professors  of 
it  are  sa  much  caressed  by  the  great,  thosA 
perfect  judgea  of  literary  excellence  :  yet  it 
is  confessed  to  be  only  a  revival  of  what  waff 
once  fashionable  here  before.  There  was  a 
time,,  when  by  this  yery  manner  of  writing, 
the  g^tle  Tom  DHrfey^.as  I  readia  English 
authors,  acquired  his  great  reputation,  and 
hecame  the  favourite  of  a- king* 

Thie^w<%rks  of  this. original  geniusj  thougll 
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they  ii«Ter  travelled  abroad  to  Cktiiay  aad 
icarcelj  have  reached  posterit  j  at  bomei  were 
once  foand  upon  every  fashionable  toilet,  and 
made  the  subject  of  polite,  I  mean  very  polite 
conversation.  ^Has  your  grace  seen  Mr. 
Durfey's  last  new  thing,  the  Oylet  Hole.  A 
most  facetious  piece  ?* — ^Slire,  my  LcNrd,  all 
the  world  must  have  seen  it ;  Durfey  is  cer- 
tainly the  most  comical  creature  alive.  It  iis 
impossible  to  read  his  things  and  live.  Was 
there  ever  any  thing  so  natural  and  pretty, 
as  when  the  Squire  and  Bridget  meet  in  the 
cellar.  And  then  the  difficulties  they  beth 
find  in  broaching  the  beer  barret  are  so  arch 
and  so  ingenious  ?  We  have  certainly  nothing 
of  this  kind  in  the  language.*  In  this  manner 
they  spoke  then,  and  in  this  manner  they  speak 
BOW ;  for  though  the  successor  of  Durfey  dtMS 
not  excel  him  in  wit,  the  world  must  cbnfesg 
he  outdoes  him  in  obscenity. 
'  There  are  several  very  dull  fellows,  who, 
by  a  few  mechanical  helps,  sometimes  leata  t^ 
heoome  extremely  briHiant  and  pleasing; 
with  a  little  dexterity  in  the  management  of 
tiieeye«brows,fingersy  and  nose.  By  imitating 
a  eat,  a  sow  and  pigs  ;  by  a  loiid  laugh)  and 
a  slap  on  the  shoulder,  the  most  ignorai^  ftre 
furnished  out  fbr  conversation.  But  the^ 
writer  finds  it  impossible  to  throw  his  wiakS|. 
his  shrugSj^or  his  a;ttitudes  ufon  ]^per;  ha 
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nay  borrow  son^  assbtanoe  indeed,  by  print- 
ing his  face  at  the  title-page  \  but  without  wit 
to  pass  for  a  man  of  ingenuity,  no  other  me- 
chanical help  but  downright  obseenity  will 
suffice.  By  spealiing  to  some  peculiar  sen- 
4[mtions,wearealwayssureofexeitinglaughter^ 
for  the  jest  does  not  lie  in  the  writer,  but  in 
the  subject.' 

But  Bawdy  is  often  helped  on  by  another 
figure,  called  Pertness  ;  and  few  indeed  are 
found  to  excel  ja  one  that  are  pot  possessed  of 
-the  other. 

Aa  in  comnaon  conservation,  the  best  way 
to  make  the  audience  laugh  is  by  first  laughs 
Hig  yourself  i  so  in  writing,  the  properest 
manner  is  to  show  an  attempt  at  humiMir, 
which  will  pass  upon  most  for  humour  in 
reality.  To  effect  this,  readers  miist  be  treated 
with.the  most  perfect  familiarity ;  in  one  page 
the  author  is  to  make  them  a  low  bow,  and  in 
the  next  to  pull  them  by  the  nose  t  he  must 
talk  in  riddles,  and  then  send  them  to  bed  in 
order  to  dream  for  the  solution*  He  must 
«peak  of  himself  and  bis  chapters,  and  his 
manner,  and  what  he  would  be  at,  and  his  own 
importance,  and  his  mother's  importance,  with 
the  most  unpitying  prolixity  :  now  and  then 
testifying  bis  contempt  for  all  but  himself^ 
smiling  Without  a  jest,  and  without  wit  pos- 
sessing viyacity.    Adieu.. 
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LETTER   LIII. 

F&OM  THE   SAME. 


TlM  ckameter  ot  ma  importuit  trifter. 


Th(hj«h  naturally  peDsive,  yet  I  am  fond  of 
gBLj  compaoy,  and  take  erery  opportunity  of 
thus  dismissing  the  mind  from  duty.  From 
this  motive  I  am  often  found  in  the  centre  of 
%  crowd  ;  and  wherever  pleasure  is  to  he  sold^ 
am  always  a  purchaser.  In  those  piaeesi^ 
without  being  remarked  by  any,  I  join  in  what* 
«TC9r  goes  forward,  Work  my  passions  kvto  a 
similUudo  of  friyolons  eameolness,  shout  as 
tbey  shouty  and  condemn  as  they  happen  to 
disapprove.  A  mind  thus  sank  for  a  wUlc 
below  its  natural  standard,  is  qualified  for 
stronger  iights^  as  those  first  retire  who 
would  spring  forward  with  greater  Tigour. 

Attracted  hy  the  serenity  o£  the  eTeniftg, 
my  friend  and  I  lately  w^nt  to  gase  upon  the 
company  in  one  of  the  public  walks  near  thecity. 
Here  we  sauntered  together  for  some  time,  d- 
ther  praising  the  beauty  of  such  as  were  hand* 
some  or  the  dresses  of  such  as  had  n  otbing  else  to 
recommend  them.  Webadgonethnsdcdiberate- 
ly  forward  for  some  time,  when  stopping  ob  a 
sudden,  ray  friend  caught  me  by  the  elbow,  and 
led  me  out  of  the  pnbUc  walk  ;  1  could  per^ 
ceive  by  the  quickness  of  his  pace,  and  by  his 
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frequently  looking  behind,  that  be  was  attempt* 
ing  to  avoid  somebody  who  followed  ;  weaow 
turned  to  the  right,  then  to  the  left ;  as  we 
went  forward  be  still  w^it  faster,  but  in  Taia  ^ 
the  person  wboin  he  attempted  to  escape^ 
hunted  us  through  every  doubling,  and  gained 
upon  us  each  moment ;  so  that  at  last  we  fairly 
stood  still,  resolving  to  fece  what  we  could 
not  avoid. 

Our  pursuer  soon  came  up,  and  joined  ufi^ 
with  all  the  familiarity  of  an  old  acquaintance. 
*  My  dear  Drybone,'  cries  he,  shaking  my 
friend's  hand,  'where  have  you  been  hiding 
this  half  a  century  ?  Positively  I  had  fancied 
you  were  gone  down  to  cultifate  matrimony 
Ettd  your  estate  in  the  country.*     During  the 
teply,  I  had  an  o]^ortunity  of  surveying  the 
appearance  of  our  new  companion  ;  his  hat 
was  pinched  up  with  peculiar  smartness  ;  Ihs 
looks  were  pale,  thin,  and  sharp ;  round  bis 
neok  he  wore  a  broad  black  ribbon,  and  in  his 
bosom  a  buckle  studded  with  glass  ;  his  coat 
was  trimmed  with  tarnished  twist ;  he  wore 
b^  his  wde  a  sword  with  a  bkick  hilt,  and  his 
stockii^  of  silk,  though  newly  washed,  were 
gcown  ydlew  by  long  service.    I  was  so  much 
engaged  with  the  peculiarity  of  his  drsss,  that 
X  attended  only  to.the  latter  part  of  my  friend's 
-raply^  iH  which  he  complimented  Mr.  Tibte 
jm  ikeU»t0  cff  hi»  ol«^hes>  and  th^  bloom  in 
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his  countenance :  ^  P8ha,psha,  Will/  cried  the 
figure,  ^  no  more  of  that  if  you  lore  me,  you 
know  I  hate  flattery,  on  my  soul  I  do  ;  and 
yet  to  be  sure  an  intimacy  with  the  great  will 
uDprove  one^s  appearance,  and  a  course  of 
Venison  will  fatten ;  and  yet  faith  I  despise 
the  great  as  much  as  you  do ;  hut  there  are  a 
gre^  many  damn'd  honest  fellows  among 
them  ;  and  we  must  not  quarrel  with  one  half, 
because  the  other  wants  weeding.  If  they 
were  all  such  as  my  lord  Muddler,  one  of  the 
most  good-natured  creatures  that  ever  squeez- 
ed a  lemon,  I  should  myself  be  among  the 
number  of  their  admirers.  I  was  yesterday 
to  dine  at  the  duchess  of  Piccadilly's,  my  lor(( 
was  there.  Ned,  says  he  to  me,  Ned,  says 
he,  I'll  hold  gold  to  silver  I  can  tell  wherd 
you  were  poaching  last  night.  Poaching, 
my  lord,  say  I ;  faith  you  have  missed  already  ; 
for  I  staid  at  home,  and  let  the  ^rls  poach 
forme.  That's  my  way;  I  take  a  fine  woman 
as  some  animals  do  their  prey;  standstill, 
and  swoop,  they  fall  into  my  mouth.' 

*  Ah,  Tibbs,  thou  art  an  happy  fellow,'  cried 
my  companion,  with  looks  of  infinite  pity,  *  I 
hope  your  fortune  is  as  much  improved  as  your 
tinderstandingit)  suchcompany  ? — ^Improved/ 
replied  the  other ;  *  you  shall  know, — but  let 
it  go  no  further,— a  greaft  secret— -five  hun^ 
Mdred  a  year  to  begin  witb-^^-^My  loin's  ^ovd 
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pf  honour  for  it — his  lordship  took  mo  down 
in  his  own.  chariot  yesterday,  and  we  had  a 
tSte-a-tdte  dinner  in  the  country  ;  wh^re  we 
talked  of  nothing  else** — ^  I  fancy  you  forgtit, 
sir/  cried  I,  ^  you  told  us  but  this  moment  of 
your  dining  yesterday  in  town  !' — VDid  I  say 
so/  replied  he  coolly,  ^  to  be  sure  if  I  said  so 
it  was  so — dined  in  town  ;  egad,  now  1  do 
remember,  I  did  dine  in  town  ;  but  1  dined  in 
the  country  too ;  for  you  must  know,  my  boys, 
I  eat  two  dinners.  By  the  by,  I  am  ,grown  as 
nice  as  the  devil  in  my  eating.  I'll  tell  you  a 
pleasant  a^air  about  that :  We  were  a  select 
party  of  us  to  dine  at  lady  Grogram's,  an  af* 
fected  piece,  but  let  it  go  no  further ;  a  secret : 
well,  there  happened  to  be  no  assafoetida  in 
ihft  sauce  to  a  turkey,  upon  which,  say  I,  IMi 
hold  a  thousand  guineas,  and  say  done  first, 
that — but  dear  Drybone,  you  are  an  honeat 
creature,  lend  me  half-a*crown  for  a  ininate 
or  two,  or  so,  just  till — but  hearkee,  ask  me  for 
it  the  next  time  we  meet,  or  it  may  be  twenty^ 
to  one  but  I  forget  to  pay  yon.* 

When  he  left  us,  our  conversation  naturally 
turned  upon  so  extraordinary  a  character. 
His  very  dress,  cries  my  friend, is  npt  less  ex- 
traordinary than  his  conduct.  If  you  meet 
him  this  day  you  find  him  in  rags,  if  the  next 
IB  embroidery.     With  those  persons  of  dis- 

thietioB,  of  whom  be  talks  so  familiarly,  ho 
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has  scarcely  a  coffee-house  acquaintance. 
However,  both  for  the  interests  of  society, 
atid  perhaps  for  his  own,  heaven  has  made 
him  poor,  and  while  all  the  world  perceive  his 
wants,  he  fancies  them  concealed  from  every 
eye.  An  agreeable  companion  because  he  un- 
derstands flattery,  and  all  must  be  pleased 
with  the  first  part  of  his  conversation,  though 
all  are  sure  of  its  ending  with  a  demand  on 
their  purse.  While  his  jfouth  countenances 
the  levity  of  his  conduct,  he  may  thus  earn  a 
precarious  subsistence,  but  when  age  comes 
on,  the  gravity  of  which  is  incompatible  with 
buffoonery,  then  will  he  find  himself  forsaken 
by  all.  Condemneil  in  the  decline  of  life  to 
hang  upon  some  rich  family  whom  he  once 
despised,  there  to  undergo  all  the  ingenuity 
of  studied  contempt,  to  be  employed  only  as 
a  spy  upon  the  servants,  or  a  bug-bear  to 
fright  the  children  into  obedienee. — Adieu. 


LETTER  LIV. 

TO   THE    SAME. 


Hta  character  coutiaued;  with  that  of  h»  vife,  hia  honie,  and  tnv- 

niiure^ 


X  AM  apt  to  fancy  I  have  contracted  a  new 
4ioqiiai|itaQce  whom  it  will  be  no  easy  nsaUer 
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ta  sb&ke  off.  My  little  beau  yesterday  aver-* 
took  me  again  in  one  of  the  public  nvalks,  and 
slapping  roe  on  the  shoulder,  saluted  roe  with 
an  air  of  the  roost  perfect  faroiliarity.  His 
dress  i;^as  the  same  as  usual,  except  that  he- 
had  more  powder  in  his  hair,  wore  a  dirtier 
shirt)  a  pair  of  terople  spectacles,  and  his  hat 
under  his  arm. 

As  I  knew  him  to  be  an  harmless  amusing 
little  thing,  I  could  not  return  his  smiles  with 
any  degree  of  severity  ;  so  we  walked  forward 
on  terms  of  the  utmost  intimacy,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  discussed  all  the  usual  topics  prelimi-- 
nary  to  particular  conversation. 

The  oddities  that  marked  his  character^ 
however,  soon  began  to  appear  ;  he  bowed  to 
several  well-dressed  persons,  who,  by  their 
manner  of  returning  the  compliment,  appeared 
perfect  strangers.  At  intervals  he  drew  out 
a  pocket-book,  seeming  to  take  memorandums 
before  all  the  company,  with  much  importance 
and  assiduity.  In  this  manner  he  led  me 
through  the.length  of  the  whole  walk,  fretting 
at  bis  absurdities,  and  fancying  myself  laughed 
at  not  less  than  him  by  every  spectator. 

When  we  were  got  to  the  end  of  our  pro- 
cession, ^  Blast  me,'  cries  he,  with  an  air  of 
vivacity,  ^  1  never  saw  the  park  so  thin  in  my 
Itfe  before  ;  there's  no  company  at  all  to-day. 

Not  a  single  face  to  be  seen.' — '  No  company,' 
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iaterrtipteci  I  p^vishly ;  no  company  i¥here 
tliere  is  such  a  crowd  ;  why  roan,  there*s  too 
much.  What  are  the  thousands  that  have 
been  lau^hin^  at  us  but  company  !* — '  Lard, 
my  dear/  returned  he,  with  the  utmost  good- 
humoury  *  yon  seem  immensely  chagrined ; 
but  blast  me,  when  the  world  laughs  at 
me,  I  laugh  at  all  the  world,  and  so  we  are 
eVen.  My  lord  Trip,  Bill  Squash,  tire  Cre- 
olian,  and  I,  sometimes  make  a  party  at  being 
ridiculous  ;  and  so  we  say  and  do  a  thousand 
things  for  the  joke.  But  I  see  you  are  grave, 
and  if  you  are  for  a  fine  grave  sentimental 
companion,  you  shall  dine  with  me  and  my 
wife  to-day,  I  must  insist  on^t :  IMI  introduce 
you  to  Mrs.  Tibbs^  a  lady  of  as  elegant  quali- 
fications as  any  in  nature ;  she  was  bred,  but 
that's  between  ourselves,  under  the  inspection 
of  the  countess  of  All-night.  A  charming 
body  of  voice,  but  no  more  of  that,  she  will 
give  us  a  song.  You  shall  see  my  little  girl 
too,  Carolina  Wilhelma  Amelia  Tibbs,  a  sweet 
pretty  creature :  1  design  her  for  my  lord 
Drumstick's  eldest  son,  but  that's  in  friend- 
ship, let  it  go  no  further  ;  she's  but  six  years 
old,  and  yet  she  walks  a  minuet,  and  plays  on 
the  guitar  immensely  already.  I  intend  she 
shrill  be  as  perfect  as  possible  in  every  accom- 
plishment. In  the  first  place,  I'll  make  her 
^scholar;  I'll  teach  her  Qreek  myself  and 


4earft  ^ftt  language  parpoaely  to  iDatm^t  l^r ; 
.>bilt  liet  that  be  a  secret/ 

Thus  saying,  without  nvaiting  for  a  reply, 
he  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  hauled  me  along. 
We  passed  through  many  daric  alleys  and 
grinding  -ways  ;  for,  from  some  motives  to  me 
^unknown,  he  seemed  to  have  a  particular  aTert- 
sion  to  every  frequented  street ;  at  last,  how-- 
ever,  we  g»t  to  the  door  of  a  dismal  looking 
iHMise  in  the  outlets  of  the  town,  where  be  in«» 
formed  me  he  c^ose  to  reside  for  the  benefit^ 
the  air. 

We  entered  the  lower  door,  wluch  ever 
seemed  to  lie  most  hospitably  open ;  and  I 
began  to  ascend  an  old  and  creating  staircase, 
when,  as  he  mounted  to  show  me  the  way,  he 
demanded,  whether  I  delighted  in  prospects, 
to  which,  answering  in  the  affirmative, '  Then/ 
jtfiys  he,  ^  I  shall  show  you  one  of  tk^jnost 
Inarming  in  the  world  out  of  my. windows; 
we  shall  see  the  ships  sailing,  and  the  whole 
country  for  twenty  mUes  round,  tip  top,  quite 
Jiigh;  My  lord  Swamp  would  give  ten  tkott<^ 
aand  guineas  for  such  a  one ;  but  as  I  som^ 
times  pleasantly  tell  him,  I  always  love  to  keep 
rroy  prospects  at  home,  that  my  friends  may  see 
ne  the  oftener^'  f-  ^ 

By  this  time  we  were  arrived  as  high  as  tke 

-etaiim  wmild  permit  U9  ta  ascend,  till  vr&  canie 

to  what  he  was  fac^etioHriy:  pleased  to  call  the 
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first  floor  down  the  chimney^  and  knochiiig  aH 
the  door,  a  voice  iVom  within  d^maddedj^ 
Who^s  there?  My  conductor  answered^  that 
it  was  him.  BiU  this  not  aatisfyin^^  the  queriat, 
the  voice  again  repeated  the  demand :  to 
which  he  answered  louder  than  before;  and 
now  the  door  was  opened  by  an  old  womaa 
with  cautious  reluQtance. 

When  we  were  got  in,  he  welcomed  me  t9 
his  house  with  great  ceremony,  and  turaii^ 
to  the  old  woman,  asked  wher^  was  her  ladyi 
'  Good  troth,^  replied  she,  in  a  peculiar  dialect, 
^  &he*s.  washing  your  two  shirts  at  the  tiext 
door,  because  they  bane  taken  an  oath  ogainst 
lending  out  the  tub  any  longer.'*^'  My  two 
shirts/  cries  he,  in  a  tone  that  faultered  witii 
confusion,  ^  what  does  the  ideot  mean  !' — ^  I 
kon  what  I  mean  welL  enough,'  replied  the 
other,  ^  she's  washing  yoiir  twoshirta  at  the 
next  door,  because'*-^^  Fire  and  fury^  no  more 
iof  thy  stupid  explanations,'  cried  h^, — -'Go, 
and  inform  her,  we  have  got  company.  Were 
4hat  Scotch  hag  to  be  for  ever  in  the  family, 
she  would  never  learn  politeness,  nor  forvget 
4hat  absurd  poisonous  accent  of  hess^  or  testify 
:the  smallest  specimen  of  breeding  or  high  life; 
and  yet  it  is  very  surprising  tt>Oj  as  I  had  her 
f0bm  a  ^arliameat^man,  a  friend  of  mine,  &om 
^teifiglilands,  one  of  the  polilesliiieii  in  thi^ 
^jgiHrld.:  bnt that's  a  secret^! 
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.  We  watted  some  it md  for  Mrs.  TibWi 
'amiral,  during  which  interval  I  had  a  full  op* 
portunity  of  surveying^  the  chamber  anc)  allit« 
Airniture ;  whteh  consisted  of  four  ehairs  with 
old  wrought  bottoms,  that  he  assured  me  were 
his  wife's  embroidery  ;  a  sijuare  ti»ble  that 
had  been  once  japanned,  a  cradle  in  onecome^ 
a  lumbering  Cabinet  in  the  other ;  a  broken 
^epherdess,  and  a  mandarine  without  a  Itead, 
wore  stuck  over  the  cbtmney  ;  aiid  round  the 
walls, several  pakry,  unframecf  pictures,  which 
be  observed,  were  all  his  own  drawing*: 
^  What  do  you  think,  sir,  of  that  head  in  a 
corner,  done  in  the  manner  of  Grisoni  ?  there^s 
tke  true  keeping  in  it;  its  my  own  face,  and 
though  there  happens  to.  be  no.  likeness,  a 
countess  offered  me  a  hundred  for  its  fellow  ; 
I  refused  her,  for,  h^ng  it,  that  would  be  me- 
-dmnical,  you  know.*' 

^  The  wile  at  last  made  her  appearance,  at 
^once  a  slattern  and  a  coquet ;  much  emaciated, 
but  still  carrying  the  remains  of  beauty.  She 
made  twenty  apologies  for  being  seen  in  such 
4>Uious  dishabille,  but  hoped  to  be  excused,  as 
she  had  staid  out  all-night  at  the  gardens- with 
the  countess,  who  was  excessively  fond  of  the 
horns.  ^  And,  indeed,  my  dear,*  ad^ed  she,, 
turning  to  her  husband,  ^  his  lordship  drank 
fowr  healUi  in  a  bumper.*^  '  Poor  Jack,'  criea 
he^  ^  a  dear  good-matured  creatuce>.  I  kaovi 
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he  loves  me ;  but  I  hope,  my  dear,  yoa  have 
given  orders  for  dinner;  you  need  makeno 
great  preparations  neitheri  tbere  are  but  threts 
of  us,  something  elegant,  i^nd  little  will  do; 

a  turhot,  an  ortolan,  or  a *  Or  what  do 

you  think,  my  dear,'  interrupts  the  wife,  '  of 
a  nice  pretty  bit  of  ox-cheek,  piping  hot,  and 
dressed  with  a  little  of  my  own  sauce.' — ^  The 
very  thing,'-  replies  he^  ^  it  will  eat  best  with 
some  smart  bottled  beer  ;  but  be  stre  to  lei'« 
have  the  sauce  his  grace  was  so  foad  of.  1 
hate  your  immense  loads  of  meat,  that  iseoim- 
(try  all  over ;  extreme  disgusting  to  those  who 
are  in  the  least  acquainted  with  high  life.' 

By  this  time  my  curiosity  b^gan  to  abale, 
and  my  appetite  to  increase ;  the  company  of 
fools  may  at  first  make  us  smile,  but  at  last 
never  fails  of  rendering  us  melancholy  ;  I 
therefore  pretended  to  recollect  a  prior  eli- 
gagement,  and  aft^r  liaving  shown  my  respect 
to  the  house,  according  to  the  fashion  ^f  the 
English,  by  giving  the  old  servant  a  pi^ce  of 
money  at  the  door,  I  took  my  leave ;  Mr.  Tibbj» 
assuring  me  that  dinner,  if  I  staid,  would  be 
apeady  at  least  in  less  th^n  iyfo  hoitrs. 
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LETTER  LV. 

From  Film  Hoam  to  Altangi,  the  discontented 

wanderer. 


Some  thonghts  on  the  present  sittiatioii  of  affairs  In  the  different 

countries  of  Europe* 


XHE  distant  sounds  of  music  that  catch  new 
sweetness  as  they  vibrate  through  the  long* 
drawn  valley,  are  not  more  pleasing  to  the  ear 
than  the  tidings  of  a  far-distant  friend. 

I  have  just  received  two  hundred  of  thy 
letters  by  the  Russian  caravan,  descriptive  of 
the  manners  of  Europe.  Yeu  have  left  it  to 
geographers  to  determine  the  size  of  their 
naountains,  and  extent  of  their  lakes,  seeming 
only  employed  in  discovering  the  genius,  the 
g^overnment,  and  disposition  of  the  people. 
In  those  letters  I  perceive  a  journal  of  the 
operations  of  your  mind  upon  whatever  occurs, 
rather  than  a  detail  of  your  travels  from  one 
building  to  another ;  of  your  taking  a  draught 
of  this  ruin,  or  that  obelisk;  of  paying  so  many 
Tomans  for  this  commodity,^  or  laying  up  a 
proper  store  for  the  passage  of  some  new  wil- 
derness. 

From  your  accounts  of  Russia  I  learn,  that 
this  nation  is  again  relaxing  into  pristine  bar- 
barity, that  its  great  emperor  wanted  a  life  of 
a  hnundred  years  more  to  bring  about  his  vast 
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desij^n.  A  savage  people  may  be  resembled 
to  their  own  forests  ;  a  few  years  are  sufficient 
to  clear  away  the  obstructions  to  agriculture; 
but  it  requires  many  ere  the  ground  acquires 
a  proper  dejj^ree  of  fertility  ;  the  Russians, 
attached  to  their  antient  prejudices,  again  re- 
new their  hatred  to  strangers,  and  indulge 
every  former  brutal  excess.  So  true  it  is,  that 
the  revolutions  of  wisdom  are  slow  and  diffi- 
cult, the  revolutions  of  folly  or  ambition  pre- 
cipitate and  easy.  We  arenot  to  be  astonished^ 
says  Confucius,*  that  the  wise  walk  more 
slowly  in  their  road  to  virtue^  than  fools  in 
their  passage  to  vice ;  since  passion  drags  ¥S 
along ^  while  wisdom  only  points  out  the  way. 
The  German  empire,  that  remnant  of  the 
majesty  of  ancient  Rome,  appears  from  your 
account  on  the  eve  of  dissolution^.  The  mem- 
bers of  its  vast  body  want  every  tie  of  govern- 
ment to  unite  them,  and  seem  feebly  held  to- 
gether only  by  their  respect  for  antient  insti- 
tutions. The  very  name  of  country  and  coun- 
trymen, which  in  other  nations  make  one  of 
the  strongest  bonds  of  government,  has  been 
here  for  some  time  laid  aside,  each  of  its  in- 
habitants seeming  more  proud  of  being  called 
from  the  petty  state  which  gives  him.  birth, 

♦  Though  this  fine  maxim  be  not  found  in  the  Latin 
edition  of  the  morals  ol  Confucius,  yet  we  iind  it  ascribed 
to  him  by  Le  Compte,  Etat  present  de  la  Ciiine.  Vol.  t. 
p.  SW2. 


tfmZEVl  OF  THE  WOftX^.  ^  Sll 

than  by  the  more  well-known  title  of  Ger- 
man. 

This  government  may  be  regarded  in  the 
light  of  a  severe  master,  and  a  feeble  opponent. 
The  states  which  are  now  subject  to  the  laws 
of  the  empire,  are  only  watching  a  proper  oc- 
Gasion  to  fling  6ff  the  yoke,  and  those  which 
are  become  too  powerfuf  to  be  compelled  to 
obedience,  now  begin  to  think  of  dictating  in 
their  turn.  The  struggles  in  this  state  al^ 
therefore  not  in  order  to  preserve  but  to  destroy 
the  antient  constitution  ;  if  one  side  succeed, 
the  government  must  become  despotic,  if  the 
other,  several  states  will  subsist  without  no- 
minal subordination  ;  but  in  either  case  the 
Germanic  constitution  will  be  no  more. 

Sweden,  on  the  contrary,  though  now  seem- 
ingly a  strenuous  asserter  of  its  liberties^  is 
probably  only  hastening  on  to  despotism. 
Their  senators,  while  they  pretend  to  vindicate 
the  freedom  of  the  people,  are  only  establish- 
ing their  own  independence.  The  deluded 
people  will  however  at  last  perceive  the  mise- 
ries of  an  aristocratical  government ;  they  will 
perceive  that  the  administration  of  a  society 
of  men  is  ever  more  painful  than  that  of  one 
only.  They  will  fly  from  this  most  oppressive 
of  all  forms,  where  one  single  member  is  ca- 
pable of  controlling  the  whole,  to  take  refuge 
under  the  throne  which  will  ever  be  attentire 
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to  their  coroplaiiits.  No  people  long  etidurtsd 
an  aristocratical  government,  when  they  coul4 
apply  elsewhere  for  redress.  Tbe  lower  or- 
ders of  people  may  be  enslaved  for  a  time  by 
a  number  of  tyrants,  but  upon  the  first  oppor- 
tunity they  will  ever  take  a  refuge  in  deapo- 
.tism  or  democracy. 

As  the  Swedes  are  making  concealed,  ap* 
proaches  to  despotism,  the  French,  on  tbe 
other  hand,  are  imperceptibly  vindicating 
themselves  into  Freedom.  When  I  consider 
that  those  parliaments  (the  members  of  which 
are  all  created  by  the  courts  the  presidents 
of  which  can  act  only  by  immediate  direction} 
presume  even  to  mention  privileges  and  free- 
dom, who,  till  of  late,  received  directions  from 
the  throne  with  implicit  humility  ;  when  this 
is  considered,  I  cannot  help  fancying  that  the 
genius  of  freedom  has  entered  that  kingdom 
in  disguise.  If  they  have  but  three  weak 
raonarchs  more  successively  on  the  throffe, 
tbe  ni^ask  will  b^e  laid  aside,  and  the  country 
will  certainly  once  more  be  free. 

When  I  compare  the  figure  which  the  Dutch 
make  in  Europe  with  that  they  assume  in  Asia, 
I  am  struck  with  surprise.  In  Asia  I  find 
them  the  great  lords  of  all  the  Indian  seaa  ; 
in  Europe  the  timid  inhabitants  of  a  paltry 
state.  No  longer  the  sons  of  freedom,  but  of 
avarice;  no  longer  assertors  of  their  rights 
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liy  courage, but  by  negotiations;  fawning  on 
thosiB  wbo  insult  them,  and  crouchifig  untler 
the  rod  of  every  neighbouring  power.  With- 
out a  friend  to  save  them  in  distress,  and  with- 
out virtue  to  save  themselves  ;  their  govern - 
taent  is  poor,  and  their  private  wealth  will 
serve  to  invite  some  neighbouting  invader. 

I  long  with  impatience  for  your  letters  from 
England,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  Italy  ;  yet 
why  wish  for  relations  which  only^  describe 
new  calamities,  which  show  that  ambition  and 
avarice  are  equally  terrible  in  every  region. 
Adieu^  \ 


LETTER  LVI. 

From  Lieu  Chi  Aliangij  to  Fum  Roam^  first 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
JPekiny  in  China, 


The  difficulty  of  rising  in  literary  reputation  without  intrigue  or 
•  riches. 


I  flAVE  frequently  admired  thte  manner  t>f  cri- 
ticising in  China,  where  the  learned  are  as- 
sembled in  a  body  to  judge  of  every  new  pub- 
licatioB ;  to  examine  the  merits  of  the  work 
without  knowing  the  ciroumstances  of  the  au- 
thor^ and  then  t6  usher  it  into  the  world  with 
proper  marks  of  respect  or  reprobation. 

In  Englajid  there  are  no  such  tribunals 
Vol.  I.       -  £  e 
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erected  4  but  if  a  man  Uiinks  proper  to  be  a 
judge  of  geuiusy  few  will  be  at  the  pians  to 
contradict  bis  pretensions.  If  any  choosy  to 
be  critics,  it  is  but  saying  they  are  critics ; 
and  from  that  time  forward  they  become  in-" 
vested  with  full  powerand  authority  ot^  every 
caitiff  who  aims  at  their  instruction  or  enter- 
tainment. 

As- almost  e^ery  member  of  society  has  by 
ibis  meaiis  a  vote  in  literary  transactions  ;  it 
is  no  way  surprising  to  find  the  rich  leading 
the  way  here  as  in  other  common  conc^ns  of  ' 
life,  to  see  them  either  bribing  the  numerous 
herd  of  voters  by  their  interest,  or  brow-beat- 
ing them  by  their  authority.^ 

A  great  man  says,  at  his  table,  that  such  a 
book  is  no  bad  thing.  Immediately  the  praise 
is  carried  off  by  five  flatterers  to  be  dispersed 
at  twelve  different  coffee-houses,  from  whence 
it  circulates,  still  improving  as  it- proceeds, 
through  forty-five  houses,  where  cheaper 
liquors  are  sold;  ftom  thence  it  is  carried 
£^way  by  Ihc^  honest  tradesman  to  his  own  fire- 
side, wbepre  the  sipplause  is  eagerly  caught  up 
by  his  wife  and  qhildren,  who  have  been  long 
taught  to  regard; his  judgment  as  the  sjfcandard 
of  perfection.  Thui^  when  we  have  traced  a  . 
lyide-extended  lite^^^y  r^^utation  up  to  its 
•original  source,  WQ  ^bajl  find:  it  derived  from; 
:80cne  j^^t^  fl9iixi^wh4>.  b^perbajps^  received 
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4Bill  his  education  and  Eng^Ush  from  a  tutor  of 
Berne,  or  a  dancing-master  of  Pieardy. 

The  Ehgiisb  are  a  f^ople  of  good  sense ; 
and  I  am  the  more  surprised  to  find  them 
swayed  in  their  opinions  by  men  who  ofteh 
from  their  very  education  are  incompetent 
judges.  Men  who  being  always  Ired  in  af- 
fluence, see  the  world  on  one  side,  are  surely 
improper  judges  of  human  nature  ;  they  may 
indeed  describe  a  ceremony,  a  pageant,  or  a 
ball ;  but  how  can  they  pretend  to  dite  into 
the  secrets  of  the  faunaan  heart,  who  have  been 
nursed  up  only  in  forms,  and  daily  behold 
nothillg  but  the  ^aroe  insipid  adulation  ^miirh^ 
ujion  ev^y  foce.  Few  of  them  have  been 
in  that  best  of  sqhooki^  the  school  of  adversity ; 
atid  by  what  I  can  learn,  fewer  still  have  beeiii 
bred  in  any  school  at  all. 

From  such  a  descrij^tion  one  would  think, 
that 'a  droning  duke,  or  a  dowager  duchess^ 
Was  not  Jpossessed  of  more  just  pretension  t6 
taste  than  persons  of  less  quality;  and  yet 
whatever  the  one  or  the  other,  may  write  or 
praise,  shall  pass  for  perfection,  Vrithout  fur- 
ther examination.  A  noblqman  Has  but  to 
take  a  pen,  ink,  and  papier,  write  away  through 
three  large  volumes,  and  then  sign  his  name 
ib  the  title-page,  though  the  whole  might  have 
been   before  more  di^guifeing  than  his  own 

Tbll,  yet  sighing  his  name  and  title  gives  Vdue 
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to  tbe  deed ;  title  beitg  alone  equivalent  to» 
taste,  iniaginatioD,  and  ^nius. 

As  soon  aa  a  piece  thecefore  is  published, 
tbe  fijrst  questions  are,  Wbo  is  tbe  autbov  I 
Does  be  keep  a  coaeb  ?  Wbere  lies  liis  estate  ? 
Wh^t  sort  of  a  table  does  be  keep  ?  If  he  hap- 
pen to  be  poor  and  unqualified  for  such  a 
scrutiny,  he  and  his  works  sink  into  irreqie- 
diable  obscurity ;  and  too  late  he  finds,  that 
baling  fed  upon  turtle  is  a  more  ready  way  to 
fame  than  haying  digested  TuUy. 

The  poor  de¥il„  against  whom  fashion  ha;8 
s^t  its  face,  vainly  alleges,  thai  he  has  been 
bred  in  every  part  of  Europe  where  knowledge 
was  to  be  sold  ;  that  h6  has  grown  pale  in  the 
study  of  nature  and  himself^  his  works  may 
please  upon  the  perusal,  but  his  pretensions 
to  fame  are  entirely  disregarded ;  he  is  treated 
like  a  fiddler,  whose  music,  though  liked,  is 
not  much  praised,  because  he  lives  by  it ;  jcyhile 
a  gentleman  performer,  though  the  most 
wretched  scraper  aliye,  throws  the  audience 
into  raptures.  The  fiddler  indeed  may  in  such 
a  case  console  himself  by  thinking,  that  while 
the  other  goes  off  with  all  the  praise,  Ik  runs 
away  with  all  the  money  :  but  here  the  parallel 
drops;  fpx  ^hil.e  the  nobleman  triumphs  in 
unremitted  applau.se,  tbe  author  by  profession 
steals  off  wiihr^Nothvifff. 

T^e  poor^  therefore,  here^  who  draw  their 


fehaB  amniliaFy  to  tke  laws  of  iYmr  eountry^ 
mufll  think  theiBseWes  T^ry  happy  if  they  find^ 
not  fame  but  forgiTonese;  and  yet  they  ate 
har^y  treate4 ;  for  as  eyevy  countvy  f^owf 
more  polite;^  tiie  press  becomes  more  useful ; 
and  wnteirs  become  move  necessary,  as  readers 
are  supposed  to  increase.  In  a  polished  sq* 
Ohstfy  ^at  man,  thpug^  in  rags,  who  has  the 
power  of  enforcing  virtue  fiKNaa  the  press,  is 
of  m(»e  real  use  than  forty  stupid  brachmans 
or  faonses,  or  guebres,  though  they  preached 
never  sq  often,  never  so  Joud,  or  never  so  long. 
That  man,  t)iough  in  fags,  who  ia  capable  of 
deceiving  even  indi^nce  into  wisdc^a^  and 
vtho  professes  amus^pient  whUe  he  aims  at 
nrfonufUaon,  is  more  useful  isr  refined  society 
than  twem/ky  oaiidinals  with  all  their  scarlet, 
aad  tricked  out  in  all  the  fopperies  of  seholasi- 
tic  fii94sry.^ 


LETTER  LVII, 


J^s  Ibe  matt  in  b)aak  takes  every  eypprtimrty 
^  introdttCiBg  me  to  snch  corapafty  as  may 
9erve  to  indulge  my  speoulative  tanner,  or 
l^cail&fy  my  euidp^ity,  I  waf  by  his  iafluenoe 
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lately  ii^Tited  16  a  Tbitation  dtim^.  To  xtn^ 
derdtand  tiiis  term,  you  must  ktaow,  that  k 
was  fomef  ly  the  custom  here  for  the  priiict|pal 
priests  te  go  about  the  countiry  once  a  yeari 
and  examine  upon  the  spot  whether  those  of 
subordinate  orders  did  ihm  duty^  or  were 
qualified  for  the  task ;  whether  their  tem^es 
were  kept  in  proper  r^mir,  or  the  laity  pleased 
with  their  admifiistration. 

Though  a  visitation  of  this;  nature  was  very 
useful,  yet  it  was  found  to  be  extremel||c  tcou*^ 
blesome,  and  fojr  many  reasoAs  utteriy  incon- 
venient ;   for  as  the  principal  priests  were 
obliged  to  attend  at  court,  in  order  to  soUcit 
pref(N!meftt,  it  was  impossible  they  could  at 
the  same  time  attend  in  the  countiry,  idiidi 
was  quite  out  of  th^  road  to  promotion :  if  we 
add  to  tins  the  gout,  wdddh  has  been  tiine  Im- 
memorial a  clerii^al  disorder  here,  togetfaef 
with  the  bad  win^r  and  ill-dressed  proT|sions 
that  must  infaUibly  be  served  up  by  the  way,, 
it  was  not  strange  that  the  custom  has.  beent< 
long   discontinued*      At'  present,    therdbre,^ 
every  head  of  the  church,  instead  of  goings 
about  to^  Tjsit  hiB  priests,  ia  satisfied  if  his< 
priests  come  in  a  body  once  a  year,  to  Tisii 
him ;  by  tJiia  meanMhe  duty  oSfaalf  a  ]Fear  is 
dispatched  in  a  day^    <When  assembled,  be 
asks  (ychin  his  turn  how  they  have  behaved^ 
^d.  ate  liki^d  J;  upon  w^ch,  those ^who  h^i^; 


aegkeied  tibnr  daty,  mr  are-  disagreeable  to 
their  congregation,  no  doubt  acciiae  them- 
sdres,  and  tell  him  all  their  faults ;  for  which 
ke  reprimands  them  most  severely. 

The  tbou^ts  of  being  introduced  into  It 
company  of  philosophers  and  learned  men 
-(for  such  I  eonceiyed  them)*  gave  me  no  small 
pleasure ;  I  expected  our  ent^tainment  woidd 
resemble  those  sentimental  banquets  so  finely 
described  by  Xenophon  and.  Plato ;  I  was 
hoping  some-  Socrates  would  be  brought  in 
from  the  door,  in  ordes  t#  harangue  upon  4b* 
▼ine  loYe ;  but  as  for  eating  and  drinking, 
.1  had  prepared  myself  to  be  disappointed  in 
thai;  particular.  I  was  apprised  that  lasting 
and  temperance  were  tenets  strongly  recom^ 
molded  to  the  pr/ofesscNrs  of  Christianity :.  and 
I  Imd  seen  the  fr uf^Uty^  and.  mortification  of 
tiie  priests  oS  th&east :  so^that  I  expected  an 
entertainment  where  we  should  have  much 
Masoning,  and  little  meat.. 

Upon  beiog-  iBtr.odHcedv  I  confess^  K^  found 
no.  great  signs  of  mortification  in  the  faoe^  or 
persons  of  the  company.  However,  I  im4 
puled^theif  florid  looks  to  temperance,  and 
their  corpulency  to.  a.  sedentary  way  of  livingi 
I  saw  several.  prqparati«is  indeed  £^r  dinneri 
bjit  Done^for  philosophy.  The  oompany  seemed 
to.gaze  upon  the. table  with  silent  expi^tation  | 
tat  tbia  I  eadiljr  eijtic^^  Men  of  wisdijiD^ 
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<thoaght  Iv  «fe  evit  d«w  ^f  speeeh  |  they  db^- 
liTcr  JDntiMBg^  unadvisedly*  iSUfeser,  flays  Cm^ 
Aioias,  ig  m  friend  thai  wiU  ne9er  l^ekrwff^ 
They  igre  now  pmbaUy  iaventing  naxjniB  qt 
hard  sayings  for  tiwir  mutual  kwtruetion, 
•when  some  ene  skall  tiiipk  propei  to  be§^ 

My  eurioaiiy  was  avw  wrought  up  to  the 
Ughest  pitch  \  I  impati^itly  lo<dEed  vouud  to 
see  if  aoy  were  going  to  interrupt  the  mighty 
pause ;  when  at  last  one  of  the  company  de^ 
elared,  that  there  was  a  sow  in  hts^neigbbaur* 
hood  that  farrowed  fifteen  pigs  at  a  ^ter. 
This  I  thought  a  irevy  preposterous  beginning : 
hut  juet  as  another  was  going  to  seeond  the 
femark,  dinner  wi^s  servedy  which  intenrupted 
the  oonTOfsatiott  for  that  time^ 

The  appearance  of  dinner,  which  consisted 
of  a  variety  ^  dishes,  seepnedta  di^Tusenew 
eheerfutuess  upon  every  faee  ;.  so  that  I  now 
expected  tke  philosophical  conyersatien  to  bo^ 
gin,  as  they  imj^oved  in  good  humour*  The 
^rineipal  priest,  however^  opeped  his  Hioiitk. 
with  only  obsorvio|a^  that  the  Tonison  had  luit 
boon  kfpt  long  enough,  though  he  had  giT<^ 
e^kt  ovdees  for  having  it  killed  ten  days  be^ 
fidrs.  ^I  fisar,^  eontittued  ha,  ^it  wUlbefoued 
to  want  Hie  true  heaAy  iavour ;  you  will  fin4 
nothing  of  die  originfd  wildne^  in  it.*  A 
priest,  who  sat  next  him^,.  having  snielt  it  And" 
viped  his  nose  i '  Ah^  my  good  l^y^  <tties  h%, 


^  you  ave  too  modest,  it  is  perfectly  fine ;  every 
body  knows  that  nobody  miderstands  keeping; 
venison  with  your  lordship.' — ^' Ay,  and  part- 
rid  |3^es  too/  interrupted  another ;    ^  I  never 
find  them  right  any  where  else/   His  lordshijp 
was  going  to  reply,  when  a  third  tbok  (^  the 
attention  of  the  company,  by  recommending 
the  pig  as  inimitable.  '  I  fancy,  my  lord,*  con- 
tinues he,  ^  it  has  been  smothered  in  its  own 
blood.'— ^  If  it  has  been  smothered  in  its  blood,* 
cried  a  facetious  member,  helping  himself, 
^  we'll  now  smother  k  in  egg-sauce.'     This 
poignant  piece  of  humour  produced  a  long 
loud  laugh,  which,  the  facetious  brother  ob^ 
serving,  and  now  that  he  was  in  luck,  wilfing 
to  second  his  blow,  assured  the  company  he 
would   tell  them  a  good  story  about  that: 
^  As  good   a  story,'  cries  he,  bursting  into 
a  violent  fit  of  laughter  himself,  ^as  ever 
you  heard  in  your  lives.    There  was  a  farmer 
of  my  parish  who  used  to  sup  upon  wild  ducks 
and  flummery ;  so  this  farmer;' — ^  Dr.  Mar- 
rowfat/ cries  his  lordship,  intefrupting  him, 
^  give  mo  le^ve  to  drink  your  health' — *  so 
being  fond  of  wild  ducks  and  flummery'—^ 

*  Doctor,'  adds  a  gentkman  who  sat  next  him, 

♦  let  me  advise  to  a  T^ririg  of  this,  turkey  ;'-^ 
^  so  this  farmer  being  fond'-^*  Hob  and  nob^ 
Doctor,  whieh  do  you  choose,,  white  or  red  ?' 
<*^<  Sobeipgfondof  wilddui^ks  and  flummery  V 
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— ^  take  care  of  your  befnd,  sir,  it  may  dip  ih 
the  gravy.'  The  Doctor,  bow  looking  rouad^ 
^found  not  a  sio'g^  ear  diapofsed  to  listen  ;^ 
ivherefore^calling  for  a  glass  of  wine,  be  gulped 
down  the  disappointment  and  the  tale  in  ft 
bumper. 

The  conversatioa  ndw  began  to  be  little 
more  than  a  rhapsody  of  exclamations;  as 
each  had  pretty  well  satisfied  bis  own  appe^ 
tite,  he  now  fonnd  sufficient  time  to  press 
others.'  '  Excellent,  the  Tery  thing ;  let  me 
recommend  the  pig ;  do  but  taste  the  bacon ; 
never  eat  a  better  thing  in  my  life  :  exquisite,, 
delieioas/  Thid  edifying  discourse  coniitiued 
through  three  couraei,  wfaioh  lailted  as  many 
hours,  till  every  one  of  the  colnpany  were  lilr- 
able'  to  swallow  or  utter  any  fihihg  ktiore^ 

It  is  very  natural  for  men  Who  are  abridged 
in  one  excess,  to  break  into  some  dther.  The 
clergy  here»  particularly  those  who  are  ad- 
vanced in  yeaip,  think  if  they  are  scbstettiious 
.with  r^ard  to  women  and  vrine,  they  may  in^ 
dulge  their  other  i^petites  without  censure. 
Thus  some  are  found  to  ri&e  ia  the  morning 
only  to  a  consultation  with  thdr  cook  about 
^dinner^  and  when  that  has  been  swallowed, 
4Bakeno  otiier  use  of  their  feeulties  (if  they  have 
^y)  but  to  ruminate  on  the  succeeding  meal. 

A  debauch  in  wine  is  ev^n  more  pardonable 
than  tlits>  since  >one  glass  insensibly  leads  on 
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to  aiiotlier»  and  ia«tead  of  saiiatiBg,  wbeite  the 
appetite.  Tbe  progpeaaive  steps  to  it  are 
cheerful  andseducing;  the  grave  are  animated, 
the  melaiicholy  reUeTed,  and  there  k  even 
claasic  authority  to  countenance  the  exoessb 
But  in  ^tiDg,  after. nature  is  once  satisfied, 
every  additional  niorsd  brings  stupidity  and 
disternpers  w|tb  it,  and  as  ene  of  their  own 
poets  expresses  it. 

The  soul  subsides,  and  wickedly  inclines 
To  seem  but  morta],  e'en  in  sound  divines. 

Let  me  suppose,  after  sueh  a  meal  as  this  I 
have  been  describing,  while  all  the  company 
are  sitting  in  lethargic  silence  round  the  table, 
grunting  under  a  load  of  soup,  pig,  pork,  and 
bacoQ  'f  let  me  suppose,  I  say,  son^  hungry 
^^gg^^f  with  looks  of  want,  peeping  through 
one  of  the  windows,  and  thus  addressing  the 
assembly :  ^  Prithee,  jduck  those  napkins  from 
your  dban$  ;  after ^  nature  ia  satisfied,  all  that 
you  eat  extraordinary  is  my  property,  and  I 
qlaiin  it  as  niine.     It  was  given  you  in  order 
to  relieve  me,  and  not  to  oppress  yourselves. 
How  cati  they  comfort  or  instruct  others  who 
can  scarcely  feel  their  own  existence,  except 
fi'dm  the  nnsavouny  returns  of  an  ilUdigt^sied' 
meal.  Bat  though  neiiher  you  nor  the  cushions 
youisii  iipon  will  hear  me,  yet  the  world  re- 
gards the  excesses  of.  its  teachers  with  a  pry- 
ing eye,  and  notes  their  conduct  with  double 
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s^.teriiy/  I  know  no  otheir  aii8<«rer  any  one  of 
the  company  povld  make  to  such  an  expostu- 
^tion  but  this :  *  Friend,  you  talk  of  our  losing^ 
a  character,  and. being  disliked  by  the  world ; 
well)  and  supposing  all  this  to  be  true,  what 
than  !  who  cares  for  the  world  ?  We^ll  preach 
for  the  world,  and  the  world  shall  pay  us  for 
preaching,  whether  we  like  eac^h  pther  or  not* 


LETTER  LVIII. 

Frcnn  Hingpo^  to  Lien  Chi  Altangiy  by  the 

icay  of  Moscow, 


ThM  Chinese  pbUoso]^r*s  son  escapes  vitk  tke  beautifal  captive 

from  slavery. 


1  ou  will  probably  be  pleased  to  see  my  letter 
dated  from  Terki,  a  city  which  lies  beyond  the 
bounds  of  ibe  Persian  empire  :  here,  blessed 
with  security,  with  all  that  is  dear,  I  double 
my  raptures,  by  communicating  them  to  you ; 
the  mind  sympathizing  with  the  freedom  of  the 
body)  my  whole  soul  is  dilated  in  latitude,* 
love,  and  praise* 

Yet  were  my  own  happiness  all.that  inspired 
my  present  joy,  my  raptures  might  justly  merit 
tbei^imptttation  of  self-interest ;  but  when  I 
think  that  the  bemitiful  ZeUs  is  also  free,  for- 
give  my  triumph  when  I  boast  of  halving  res- 
cued from  captivity  the  most  deserving  olgect 
upon  earth* 


craoBBK  iir^rra:  wdsLD:  SiS 

Yaa  tmmeakek  the  rductaftoe  she  testified 
at  being. obliged  to  itaarry  the  tyraat  she  hat^> 
Her  ooBBplianee  at  last  was  only  feigned^  in 
order  to  gaio  time  to  try  some  ftitnre  means 
of  esqape.  ^  Daring  the  interval  belWMn  her 
promise  and  the  int^ided  performance  of  it, 
she  came  nadiscoyered  one  evening  to  Ih^ 
place  where  I  generally  retired  after  iSie  fa- 
tigues of  the  day ;  her  af^pearance  was  like  that 
of  an  aeml  genius,  when  it  descends  to  minis-- 
ter  contort  to  undeserved  distress ;  the  mild 
lusti^e  of  her  eye  served  to  banish  my  timidity ; 
her  accents  were  sweeter  than  tiie  echoof  ^ome 
distaat  symphony.  '  Unhappy  stranger/  itaid 
she,  in  the  Persian  language^  ^  yoli  here  per- 
ceive one  more  wretched  than  thyself ;  all  this 
solemnity  of  preparation,  thiselegance  of  Aress, 
-and  the  number  of  my  att^idantsy  serve  but 
to  increase  my  miseries  ;  if  yon  have  courage 
to  reseae  an  unhappy  woman  from  approach^ 
ing  ruin,  and  oor  detested  tyrant,  you  may 
depend  upon  my  futmre  gratitnde.'  I  bowed 
to  the  ground)  and  she  left  me,  filled  with  rap- 
ture and  astonishment.  Nightbrotf^tmeno 
rest,  nor  could  the  ensuing  mofning  cttltn  the 
aaideties  of  my  mnd.  I  projected  a  Abasand 
methods ^for  her  delivery;  but  eft^h,  when 
fttrintly .  eacamined^  appeared  im{Hractlcable ; 

in  this  uncertainly  the  oTNttfig^'ag^iiittrrilf^V 
and  I  {diiced  mysdfiat  mj  Jmrdner  istnlioii  in 
Vol.  I.  p  f 
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hoipes  of  a  reipettled  tFifit.  Afitar  fume  jahort 
exyeolatioD,  the  Wight  perCteiioa  ^g^  ap- 
peared ;  I  bpwad,  m  Wfore,  to  the  groaad  | 
when  rauiiftf  ma  ufr^ah^  obMrved,  ttat  the 
tine  was  not  to  beapent  in  usekto  ceienumy : 
she  observed,  that  the  day  foUdwiagwas  ap- 
pointed ior  the  cekbratiofi  of  bsr  naptiak,  and 
that  sometbio^  waa  to  be  done  that  Tery  niglM; 
for  our  mtttiial  deUireffaace.  I  oflR^ed  )mlh 
the  utmost  humility  to  pursue  whaieirer  sebeme 
9he  should  direct;  upon  which  she  proposed 
that  instant  to  ioale  the  gardenr  wbU,  addttif  y 
that  she  had  proYailed  upon  a  female  shiTe^ 
wlio  was  now  waiting;  ^t  the  appointed^  iphi^ci, 
to  assist  her  with  a  ladd^. 

Pursuant  ta  this  itifontetiov,!  led  her  trem^ 

bling  to  the  placo  appointed  ;  but  instead  of 

the^  slave  we  expected  to  see,  Maetadad  him^ 

self  waa  there  waitings  our  amyal  ^  thewr^tefa 

in.  whom  we  confided,  it  seeam,  had  betrayed 

our  design  to  her  master^  and  we  now  saw  the 

most  cenyiaeing  prooftt  of  hev  inforttiatiod; 

He  was  just.gpiag  to  dtaw  his  i^ateey  whoa  a 

ppaoiple  of  ataiiofe.  repressed  his  fi»y,  and  he 

riisc^ved,  aftev  a (SOTero  diaeliseiBent^  to  dis-^ 

p98d  of  m^  W  aaotbcr  tnaate^^  in  thstOMa^  time 

^i|red^mf»to  he  cpn&ied  in  tha  strictest  maa^^ 

ner»aildth#aexft  day  to  reerive  an  fanndrud 

>k^wa  an  tht'Salttiiol^my  feet* 

When  4ha  nMNming  eaniey  I  was  bd  ^u^  im 


* 

order  to  reerite^thepiHiiMitiimViirtlic^^^ 

the  sererity  with  iwfaicfaittik  g0B€9rainy  hiflioted 

upon  slaicos,  is  worse  eren  than"  death. 

A  trumpei  was  to  be  a  signal  fer  the  «oi- 
lemaisatiop  of  <iie  nuptials  of  Zelis^  andfor 
tho  inftiction  of  ray  punishment;  Each  cere- 
fttonyto  me  equally  dreadful  were  just  going 
to  begin>  when  we  were  informed  that  a  large 
body  of  Circassian  Tartars  had  iniraded  4b^ 
town^  and  ^ere  laying  all  in  ruin.  Eirery  pei^- 
son  now  thought  only  of  saving  himself;  I 
instantly  unloosed  the  cords  with  whieh  I  was 
bound,  and  seizing  a  scymetar  from  one  of  the 
slaves  who  had  not  courage  to  resist  me,  flew 
to  the  women*s  apartment  where  Zelis  was 
confined,  dressed  out  for  the  intended  nup- 
tials. I  bade  her  foiUow  ipe  if ithout  delay  ; 
and  going  forward^  cu^  my  way  through  eu- 
nuchs, who  made  but  a  faint  resistance.  The 
whole  city  was  sow  a  serae  <of  conflagration 
and  terror  ;  every  person  was  willing  to  save 
fainiself,  uamindful  of  others.  '  In  this  coiifu-» 
sion,  seizing  upon  two  of  the  fleeitest  coursers 
in  the  s^ble  of  Mostadad,  we  fled  northward 
towards  the  kingdom  of  Cireassia.  As  there 
weresereral  others  flying  ih  the  saioe  manner^ 
we  passed  without  notice,  and  in  three  days 
arrived  ai  Terki,  a  city  that  Ued  iti  a  valley 
within  the  bosom  of  the  frowning  moun tains 

of  Caucasus. 

E  f  2 
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Herey  free,  from  e^ery  apfireheiistoB  o£  daa- 
ger^  W0  eigoy  $31  ihone  satii^aotioiis  which  are 
consistent  with  yirtue;  thongh  I. find  my 
heart  at  uiterTals  gire  way  to  unusual  pas* 
sionsi  yet  such  is  my  admiration  for  my  fair 
companion,  that  I  lose  even  tenderness  in  dis- 
tant respects  Though  her  person  demands 
particular  rc^rd  e^en  among  the  beauties  of 
Circassian  yet  is  her  mind  far  more  lorely. 
How  yery  different  is  a  woman  who  thus  has 
cultivated  her  understanding,  aiid  been  refined 
into  delicacy  of  sentiment,  from  ^e  daught^s 
of  the  eaat,  whose  education  is  only  formed  to 
improve  the  psrson,.  and  make  them  more 
tempting  ot\}jects  of  prostitution !    Adieu. 


LBTTER  LIX. 

FROM  THE   SAM«, 


TiM  hiftory  of Uie  teautifU  eftpthre» 

WuBN  sufficiently  refredied  after  the  fatigues 
of  our  precipitate  flight,  my  curiosity,  which 
had  been  restrained  by  the  appearance  of  im* 
mediate  danger,  now  began  to  revive :  I  longed 
io  know  by  what  distressful  accidents  my  fair 
fugitive  became  a  captive,  and  could  not  avoid 
testifying  a  surprise  how  so  much  beauty  could 
be  involved  in  the  calamities  from  whence  she 
had  been  so  lately  rescued. 


cmxBJt  <MP  THB  wonu).  BQlt 

Talk  not  of  personal  charms,  cried  she  with 
emotion,  since  to  them  I  owe  every  misfor-. 
tune  :  look  round  on  the  numberless  beauties 
of  the  country  where  we  are;  and  see  how 
nature  has  poured  its  charms  upon  every  face, 
and  yet  by  this  profusion  heaven  would  seem 
to  show  how  little  it  regards  such  a  blessing, 
since  the  gift  is  lavished  upon  a  nation  of  pros- 
titutes. 

I  perceive  you  desire  to  know  my  story,  and 
your  curiosity  is  not  so  great  as  my  impatience 
to  gratify  it :  I  find  a  pleasure  in  telling  past 
misfortunes  to  any,  but  when  my  deliverer  is 
pleased  with  the  relation,  my  pleasure  is 
prompted  by  duty. 

I  *  was  born  in  a  country  far  to  the  west, 
where  the  men  are  braver,  and  the  women 
more  fair  than  those  of  Cireassia;  where  the 
valour  of  the.  hero  is  guided  by  wisdom,  and 
where  delicacy  of  sentiment  points  the  shafts 
of  female  beauty.  I  was  the  only  daughter  of 
an  officer  in  the  army>  the  child  of  his  age,  and 
as  he  used  fondly  to  express  it,  the  only  chain 
that  bound  him  to  the  world,  or  made  his  life 
pleasing.  His  station  procured  him  an  ac-« 
quaintance  with  men  of  greater  rank  and  for- 
tune than  himself,  and  his  regard  for  me  in- 

*  This  itory  bears  a  striking,  similitude  to  the  real  bis> 

tpry  of  Miss  S — -d  who  aecompanied  Mj  tV-  ■    o,  in. 

her  retreat  near  Florence,  and  which. the  editor  had  froni 
her  own  moath., 

F  f  a     ' 
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dttced  him  to  bring  me  into  e^ery  family  where 
he  wa& acquainted..  Thus  I  was  early  taught 
all  the  elegancies  and  fashionable  foibles  of 
such  as  the  world  calls  polite^  and  though 
without  fortune  myself,  was  taught  to  despise 
those  who  lived  as  if  they  were  poor. 

My  intercourse  with  the  great,  and  my  af- 
fectation of  grandeur^procured  me  many  lovers ; 
but  want  of  fortune  deterred  them  all  from 
any  other  views  than  those  of  passing  the  pre- 
sent moment  agreeably,  or  of  meditating  my 
future  ruin.  In  every  company  I  found  my- 
self addressed  in  a  warmer  strain  of  passion, 
than  other  ladies  who  were  superior  in  point 
of  rank  and  beauty;  and  this  I  imputed  to  an 
excess  of  respect,  which  in  reality  proceeded 
from,  very  different  motives. 

Among  the  number  of  such  as  paid  me  their 
addresses,  was  a  gentleman,  a  friend  of  my 
father,  rather  in  the  decline  of  life,  with  nothing 
remarkable  either  in  hia  person  or  addr^s  to 
recommend,  them.  His  age  wluch  was  about 
forty,  his  fortune  which  waa  moderate  and* 
barely  suflKcient  to.  support  him,  served  to 
throw  me  (^  my  guard,  so  that  1  considered 
him  as  the  only  sincere  admirer  I  bad. 

Designing  lovers'  in  the  decline  of  life  are 
ever  most  dangerous.  Skilled  in  all  the  weak- 
nesses of  the  sex,  they  seize  each  favourable 
opportunity,, and  by  having  less  pasaipn  than. 
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youthful  admirers,  have  less  real  respect,  and 
therefore  less  timidity.  This  insidious  wretch 
used  a  thousand  arts  to  succeed  in  his  base 
designs,  aH  which  I  saw,  but  imputed  to  dif 
ferent  views,  because  I  thought  it  absurd  to 
beKeye  the  real  raotiTcs. 

As  he  continued  to  frequent  my  father^s,  the 
friendship  between  them  became  every  day 
greater  ;  and  at  last,  from  the  intimacy  with 
which  he  was  received,  I  was  taught  to  look 
ttpo0  him  as  a  guardian  and  a  friend.  Though 
I  never  loved,  yet  I'  esteemed  him ;  and  tUs 
was  enough  to  make  me  wish  for  a  union,  for 
which  he  seemed  desirous,  but  to  which  he 
feigned  several  delays;  while  in  the  mean 
time,  from  a  false  report  of  our  being  married, 
every  other  admirer  forsook  me. 

I  was  at  last  however  awakened  from  the 
delusion,  by  an  account  of  his  being  just  mar- 
iried  to  another  young  lady  wiih  a  considerable 
fortune.  This  was  no  great  mortification  to 
me,  as  I  had  always  regarded  him  merely  from 
prudential  motives  ;  but  it  had  a  very  different 
effect  upon  my  father,  who,  rash  and  passion- 
ate by  nature,  and  besides  stimulated  by  a 
mistaken  notion  of  military  honour,  upbraided 
his  friend  in  such  terms,  that  a  challenge  w^ 
soon  given  and  accepted. 

It  was  about  midnight  when  I  was  awakened 
ky  a  message  from  mjt  father,  who  desired  ta 


339  C1TI28N  OF  THE  WOILD. 

see  me  that  moment    I  rote  with  tome  sur* 
ptise,  and  following  the  mesienger^  attended 
only  by  another  servant,  came  to  a  field  not 
far  from  the  house,  where  I  found  him,  the 
assertor  of  my  honour,  my  only  friend  and 
supporter,  the  tutor  and  companion  of  my 
youth,  lying  on  one  side  covered  over  with 
blood,  and  just  expiring.    No  tears  streamed 
down  my  cheeks,  nor  sigh  escaped  from  my 
breast,  at  an  object  of  such  terroi^.     I  sat 
down,  and  supporting  his  aged  head  in  my 
lap,  gazed  upon  the  ghastly  visage  with  aa 
agony  more  poignant  even  than  despairing 
madness.     The  servants  were  gone  for  more 
assistance.     In  this  gloomy  stillness  of  the 
night  no  sounds  were  heard  but  his  agonizing 
respirations  ;  no  object  was  presented  but  his 
>vounds,  which  still    continued    to    stream. 
With  silent  anguish  I  hung  over  his  dear  face, 
and  with  my  hands  strove  to  stop  the  blood 
as  it  flowed  from  his  wounds  ;  he  seemed  at 
first  insensible,  but  at  last  turning  his  dying 
eyes  upon  .me, '  My  dear,  dear  child,*  cried 
he,  ^dear,  though  yon  have  forgotten  your 
own  honour  and  stained  mine,  I  will  yet  for- 
give you ;    by  abandoning  virtue  you  havf^ 
updone  me  and  yourself,  yet  take  my  forgive^ 
ness  with  the  same  compassion  I  wish  heaven 
may  pity  me.'    He  expired.    All  my  succeed- 
ing happiness  fled  with  him.     Reflecting  that 
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I  was  the  causo  of  his  death  Wbem  imlf  I  Idved 
upon  earth  ;  accused  of  betraying  the  honour 
of  Ms  family  with  his  latest  breath  ;  eonsrious 
of  my  own  innocence^  yet  without  even  a  pos- 
sibility of  vindicating  it ;  without  fortune  or 
friends  to  relieve  or  pity  me ;  abandoned  to 
infamy  and  the  wide  censuring  world,  I  called 
out  upon  the  dead  body  that  lay  stretched 
hefore  me,  and  in  the  agony  of  my  heart  asked 
why  he  could  have  left  me  thus !  Why,  my 
dear,  my  only  papa,  why  could  you  ruin  me 
thus  and  yourself  for  ever  !  O  pity,  and  re- 
turn^ since  there  is  none  but  you  to  comfort 
me. 

I  toon  found  that  I  had  real  cause  for  sor- 
row ;  that  I  was  to  expect  no  compassion  from 
my  own  sex,  nor  assistance  from  the  other  ; 
and  .that  r^utation  was  much  more  useful  in 
our  commerce  with  mankind  than  really  to 
deserve  it.  Wherever  I  came,  I  perceived 
myself  rec^ved  either  vrith  contempt  or  de- 
testation ;  or  whenever  I  was  civilly  treated, 
it  was  from  llie  most  base  and  ungenerous 
diotiTes. 

Thus  driven  from  the  society  of  the  virtu- 
ous, I  was  at  last,  in  order  to  dispel  the  anx> 
ieties  of  insupportable  solitude,  obliged  to 
take  up  with  the  company  of  those  whose 
characters  were  blasted  like  my  own ;  but  whe 
perhaps  deserved  their  infamy.    Amopg  thm 


^vml^ft  WM  A  lady  of  the  6m%  ^aAhwHon, 
vikof^  ob^ra^ter  the  public  thwagbt  proper  to 
brmi  a^ep  wUh  greater  infamy  tluin  vine. 
A  piaiilitiLde  of  distress  soon  united  ub  ;  I 
Igiew  that  general  reproach  had  made  her 
iwifwvrable ;  and  I  bad  learned  to  regard  niflery 
a^  9U  excuse  for  guilt.  Though  this  lady 
jbad  pot  virtue  eaough  to  avoid  reproach,  yet 
{$he  bad  too  much  delicate  sensibility  not  to 
f^I  it,  She  therefore  proposed  our  leaving 
tb^  country  inhere  we  were  born^  aud  going 
to  live  in  Italyi  where  our  characters  aad  bus- 
f^UMB  would  bo  unknown.  Widi  thii  I 
eagerly  complied,  and  we  soon  found  ourselvea 
iu  oneof  the  moat  ohavnring  iretreata  in  the 
most  beaatifiil  pvovincp  of  that  enchantiiig 
country. 

:  Had  my  companion  chosen  this  as  a  retreat 
for  injured  virtue^  an  harbour  where  we  might 
look  with  iraiiquillity  OR  the  distant  angry 
world)  I  should  have  heeo  happy ;  hut  very 
different  washer  design*:  she  had  pitched  up*" 
po  this  situation  only  to  enjoy  those  pleasures 
in  private,  which  she  had  not  sufficient  ef^ 
frmtery  to  satisfy  in  a  wore  ^en  maoner. 
A  nearer  acquaintance  soop  showed  me  the 
vicious  part  of  her  character  ;  her  mind  as  well 
as  her  body  seemed  fprmed  only  for  pleasure  ; 
she  was  sentim^tal  only  as  It  serve^  to  pro-* 
tract  the  imme4iate  enjoyment.     Formed  for 
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slie  wratt^  and  wrdt«  iirfitritely  belter  tlMm  sh^ 
liT^d.  A  }MiiOii  devoted  to  pleasure  dftoti 
le%d»  tlie  most  miseriKble  tife  imagia^ble ;  sueh 
nm^  bidr  case ;  ebe  eonsidered  tbe  naetti»al  mo^ 
metiis^  ef  lattg^uor  ad  insupportable,  passed  all' 
her  bottni  between  raptnre  and  anxiety ;  ever 
in  an  e'xtreme  ef  agony  or  of  bliss.  She  fdt 
si  pabf  as  sincere  for  want  of  appetHe,  Ks  the 
^l»ftlAg  Wretch  who  want»  a  meal.  In  tho^e 
intefmh' she  usiially  kept  her  bed,  andtotfe 
^nly  when  in  expectation  of  some  new  enjoy^ 
ment.  The  luxuriant  air  of  ttie  country,  the 
romantic  sitoatian  df  her  pakce,  amd  the  ge- 
nius of  a  people  whose  only  happitaese  lieer  in 
aeneual  refinenfent,  all  eotftributed  to  btfnish 
the  remembrance  of  her  natite  oovntry. 

Bttt  though  sueh  a  V^  gate  her  pleasure, 
it  had  a  very  different  eifect  upon  me:  I  grew 
every  day  more  pensive,  and  my  melancholy 
was  regarded  as  an  insult  upon  her  good  hu- 
mour :  I  now  perceived  myself  entirely  unfit 
for  all  society  :  discarded  from  the  good,  and 
detesting  the  infamous,  I  seemed  in  a  state  of 
war  with  every  rank  of  people  :  that  virtue 
which  should  have  been  my  protection  in  the 
world,  was  here  my  crime  :  in  short,  detesting 
life,  I  was  determined  to  become  a  recluse,  to 
leave  a  world  where  I  found  no  pleasure  that 
could  allure  me  to^  stay.   'Thus  determined,  I 
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flOibarked  IB  order  to  go  by  tea  to  Roflie,  where 
I  intended  to  take  the  Tail ;  but  even  in  so 
short  a  pasaage  my  bard  fortune  still  attended 
me  ;  our  ship  waa  taken  by  a  Barbary  corsair ; 
the  whole  crew,  and  I  among  the  number^ 
being  made  slaves.  It  carries  too  much  the 
air  of  romance  to  inform  you  of  my  distresses 
or  obstinacy  in  this  miserable  state;  it  is 
enough  to  observe,  that  I  have  |yeo  bought, 
by  several  masters,  each  of  whom  perceiving 
my  reluctance,  rather  than  use  violence,  sold 
me  to  anoiber,  till  it  was  my  happiness  to  be  at 
last  rescued  by  you. 

Thus  ended  her  rdation,  which  1  have 
abridged ;  but  as  soon  as  we  are  arrived  at 
Moscow,  for  which  we  intend  to  set  out  short-- 
ly,  you  shall  be  informed  of  all  moreparticu- 
krly.  In  the  mean  time,  the  greatest  addition 
to  my  happiness  will  be  to  hear  of  yours. 
Adieu. 
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LETTER  LX.  f 

FrBm  Lien  Chi  Altangi  to  Hingpo. 


l^mpgt  lessons  to  a  youth  ^nterlnp  the  world,  irith  fables  suited 

to  the  occasion. 


•mi^ 


The  news  of  your  freedew  lifts  tbe  load  of 
former  anxiety  from  my  mind ;  I  eaa  now 
think  of  my  son  without  regret)  apjdand  his 
resignation  under  calamities,  and  his  conduct 
in  extricating  himself  from  them* 

^Y4m€ure  nonvfree^  just  hi  loo^efrem  the 
bandage  of  am  hard  maeter :  this  is  the  crisis 
of  your  fate ;  and  as  you  now  manage  fortune, 
sueceeditig  life  will  be  msi^ked  with  happiness^ 
or  misery;  a  few  years  perseirerance  in  pru^ 
denoe,  which  at  your  age  is  but  another  name 
for  virtue^  wiU  ensure  comfort,  ]^|easure,  tran« 
quilUty,  esteem ;  too  eager  a»  ^tojoyment  of 
every  giDod  iiuii  now  offi^s  will  reverse  tbe 
medal,  and  {uresent  y<»tt  with  poverty ^-^axiety, 
remorsa,  contoq^pt. 

As  it  has  been  observed^  that  none  are  bet«* 
ter  (tualifiod  to  gite  «tbeni  adrke  than  those 
who  have  idkea  iite  least  of  it  Ibemastves :  so 
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in  this  respect  I  find  myself  perfectly  autho- 
Hzed  to  offer  mine,  cTen  though  I  should 
wave  my  paternid  authority  upon  this  occa- 
sion. 

The  most  usual  way  among  young  men, 
vrho  have  no  resolution  of  their  own,  is  first 
to  ask  one  friend^s  advice,  and  follow  it  for 
some  time ;  then  to  ask  advice  of  another,  and 
turn  to  that ;  so  of  a  third,  still  unsteady,  al- 
ways changing.  However,  be  assured  that 
every  change  of  this  nature  is  for  the  worse ; 
people  may  tell  you  of  your  being  unfit  for 
some  peculiar  occupations  in^  life  ;  but  heed 
them  not ;  whatever  employment  you  follow 
with  perseverance  and  assiduity  will  be  found 
fit  for  you ;  it  will  be  your  support  in  youth, 
and  comfort  in  age.  In  learning  the*  usefiil 
part  of  every  profession,  very  moderate  abili« 
tieawiU  suffice;  evenif  the  mind  be  a  little 
balanced  with  stupidity,  it  may  in  this  case 
be  useful.  Great  abilities  h^vi^  always  been 
less  serviceable  to  the  possifessors  than  moderate 
ones.  Life  has  be^i  eomipared  to  a  race ;  but 
the  idlttdion  still  improves,^  by  observing  that 
the  most  swift  are  cTer  the  least  tnanageable. 

To  know  one  profession^  only  is  enough  for 
one  man  to  know ;  and  this  (whatever  the  pro- 
fessors may  tell  you  to  the  contrary)  is  soon 
learned.  Be  contented  therefore  with  one  food 
employment;  for  if  yoli  under$tand  two  at 
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a  time,  people  will  give  fmi  businoMi  ia  nei- 
ther* 

A  conjurer  and  a  tailor  once  happened  to 
converse  together.  ^  Alas,'  cries  the  tailor, 
*  what  an  unhaf^y  poor  creature  am  I ;  if  peo- 
|4e  should  ever  take  it  in  their  heads  to  live 
without  clothes  I  am  undone ;  I  have  no  other 
trade  to  have  recourse  to.'  ^  Indeed,  friend, 
r  pity  you  sincerely,'  replies  the  conjurer; 
^but,  thank  heaven/ things  are  net  quite  so 
bad  with  me;  fo^  if  one  trick  should  fail  I 
have  a  hundred  tricks  more  for  th/em  yet. 
Qowever,  if  at  any  time  you  are  reduced  to 
lieggary,  apply  to  me,  and  I  vnikl  relieve  you.' 
A  famine  overspread  the  land ;  the  tailor  made 
a  shift  to  live,  because  his  customers  could 
not  be  without  clothes  :  but  the  poor  conjurer, 
with  all  his  hundred  tricks,  could  fii^d/none 
timt  had  money  to  throw  away  :  it  was^in  vain 
that  he  promised  to  eat  fire,  or  to  vomit  pins ; 
Be  single: creature  would  relieve  him,  till  he 
was  at  last  obliged  to  beg  from  the  very  tailor 
whose  calUng  he  had  formerly  despised. 

There  are  no  obstructions  more  fatal  to  for- 
tii<ne  than  pride  and  resentment.  If  you  must 
resent  injuries  at  all,  at  least  suppress  your 
indignation  until  yeu  become  rich,  and  then 
show  away  ;  the  resentment  of  a  poor  man  is 
like  the  efforts  of  a  harmless  insect  to  sting ; 
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it  may  g«iliiiii  cnHkedl)  htteanaot  dsfeftd  liim. 
Who  Values  that  anger  which  iff  conspiBed 
only  in  mnpty  m^iaces  i 

Once  upon  a  time  a  goose  fed  its  yowng  by 

a  pon4  side;  and  a  goose  i*  snob  cironm* 

stances  is  always  extremely  proud,  and  exces* 

sivdy  punctilious.    If  any  other  anuiial»  witb^ 

out  the  least  design  to  offend,  happened  to 

pass  that  way,  tiie  goose  was  imi^ediatdy  at 

him.    The  pood,  she  said,  was  hers,  and  die 

weuld  maintain  a  right  in  it,  and  support  her 

honomr,  while  she  had  a  bill  to  hiss,  or  a  wing 

to  ftutttr.    In  this  lumner  she  drorT#  away 

ducks,  pigs,  and  chiekens ;  nay,  ev€ui  the  in»- 

sidious  cat  liras  seen  to  scamper.    A  lounging 

mastiff  howoTcr,  happened  to  pass  by,  and 

thought  it  no  harm  if  he  ahomld  lap  a  little  of 

the  water,  as  he  was  thirsty.    Thm  guardian 

goose  flew  at  him  like  a.  fnry,  pecked  at  him 

with  her  beak,  and  slapped  him  with  her  fea-^ 

.thers.  The  dog  grew  angry,  had  tweaity  timce 

a  good  mind  to  give  her  a  sly  snap  ;  butsup* 

pressing  his  mdignation,  because  his  master 

was  nigh,  A  pax  take  tikev  crier  he,/or  af^ol^ 

sure  those  who  have  neiiher  ^remgih  mor 

weapons  tpJightyCttlemtahouid  be  aUdl;  thttt 

ftuttermg  and  hissing  qf  thine  nua^  sme  day 

get  thine  head  snapt  ejf^  but  it  camiieUher 

mjure  thy  enemies^  nor  ever  protect  thee. 
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So  saying,  he  went  forward  t6  the  pond, 
qtteiidied  his  thirst  in  spite  of  the  g^oosei  and 
followed  his  master. 

Aaotiiei^  obstruction  to  the  fortune  of  youth 
U)  that  while  they  .are  wUUng  to  take  offenoe 
from  none,  Ihey  are  ako  equally  desirous  of 
giving  none  offence.  From  hence  they  en«^ 
dearour  to  please  all,  comply  with  every  rc^  ^ 
quest,  attempt  to  Suit  themiielves  to  every 
company  ;<  have  no  vdll  of  their  own  ;  hut  iake 
wax  catch  every  contiguous  ini^ession.  By 
Am  attempting  to  giro  uniYOnial  sattsfieiction, 
they  at  last  find  ttdmsdves  miserably  disap^ 
pointed  $  to  bring  the  generality  Of  admivcrs 
on  our  side,  it  is  sufficieift  to  attempt  pleasing 
a  very  few. 

A  painter  of  eminence  was  once  resolved  to 
finish  a  piece  which  should  jdease  the  whole 
world.  When,  thetd[&te,  be  had  drawn  a  pic- 
ture, in  which  his  utmost  skill  was  exhausted, 
it  was  deposed  in  tlie  public  market  place, 
with  directitos  at  the  bottom  for  every  spec- 
tator to  ii|ark  with  a  brushy  which  lay  by,'eve^y 
limb  and  feature  w&ich  seemed  erroneous. 
The  spectators  come,  and  in  genial  a^^laiid- 
ed  'y  but  each,  willing  to  show  bis  ta]e»^  at 
mticism^  marked  whatever  he  thought  pro^ 
per.  At  evenings  when  the  j>aintar  caiDe>  be 
was  mortified  to  find  the  whold  picjUire  one 
universal  blot ;  not  a  single  stroke  that  was 

B  3 


6 


CITIZUNr  OF  TOE  WOBLD. 


not  stigmatised  with  marks  of  disapprobation : 
not  satisfied  with  this  trial,  the  next  day  ha 
yfBB  resolved  to  try  them  in  a  different  man- 
ner,  and  exposing  his  picture  as  before,  de- , 
sired  that  every  spectator  would  mark  those 
beauties  he  approved  or  admired.  The  people 
complied,  and  the  artist  returning,  fouiid  his 
picture  replete  with  the  marks  of  beauty ; 
every  stroke  that  had  been  yesterday  con- 
demned npw  received  the  character  of  appro* 
bation.  Welly  cries  the  painter,  I  now  find 
ihat  the  best  way  ie  please  /me  half  of  the 
world  is  not  to  mind  what  the  other  hdlfsajfs ; 
since  what  arefauUs  in  the  eyes  of  these  shaM 
be  by  those  regarded  as  beauties. 


LETTER  LXI. 

FROM   THE  SAM£. 


An  muthentic  hUtorjr  of  Catharina  Alezoima,  vife  of  Peter  tbe 

Great. 


A  CHARACTEir,  such  as  you  have  represented 
that  of  your  fair  companion,^  which  continues 
virtuous,  though  loaded  with  infamy,  is  truly 
great.  Many  regard  virtue  because  it  is  at- 
tended with  applause ;  your  favourite,  only 
for  the  internal  pleasure  it  confers.  I  have 
often  wished  that  ladies  like  her  were  proposed 
as  models  for  female  imitation,  and  not  such 
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US  hare  acquired  fam6  by  qualities  repugnant 
to  the  natural  softtiess  of  the  sex. 
•  Women  famed  for  their  valour,  their  skill 
in  polities,  or  their  learning,  leave  the  duties 
of  their  own  sex,  in  order  to  invade  the  privi- 
leges of  ours.*  I  c£in  no  more  pardon  a  faii^ 
one  for  endeavouring  to  wield  the  club  of 
Hercules,  than  I  could  him  for  attempting  t^ 
twirl  her  distaff.  ^ 

The  modest  virgin;  the  prudent  wife,  or  the 
careful  matron,  are  much  more  serviceable  in 
life  than  petticoated  philosophers,  blustering 
heroines,  or  virago  queens.  She  who  makes 
her  husband  and  her  children  happy;  who 
reclaims  the  one  from  vice,  and  trains  up  the 
other  to  virtue ;  is  a  much  greater  character 
than  ladies  described  in  romance,  whose  whole 
occupation  is  to  murder  mankind  with  shafts 
from  their  quiver  or  their  eyes. 

Women,  it  has  been  observed,  are  not  na- 
turally formed  for  great  cares  themselves,  but 
to  soften  ours.  Their  tenderness  is  the  proper 
reward  for  the  dangers  we  undergo  for  their 
preservation  ;  and  the  ease  £gid  cheerfulness 
of  their  conversation,  our  desirable  retreat 
from  the  fatigues  of  intense  application.  They 
are  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  do- 
mestic assiduity ;  and  when  they  stray  be- 
yond them,  they  move  beyond  their  sphere, 
and  consequently  without  grace. 
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Fame,  therefore,  has  been  very  m^iitdy 
dispensed  among  the  female  sex.  Those  who 
least  deserved  to  be  remembered,  meet  Our 
admiration  and  apj^use ;  while  many,  who 
have  been  an  honour  to  humanity,  are  passed 
over  in  silence.  Perhaps  no  age  has  pro-^ 
duced  a  stronger  instance  of  misplaced  fame 
than  the  present :  the  Semiramis  and  the  Tha<- 
lestris  of  antiquity^ are  talked  of,  wUle  a  mo« 
dem  character,  infinitely  greater  than  either, 
is  unnoticed  and  un*knoiwn. 

CatheriBa  Alexowna,*  born  near  Derpat,  a 
a  litUe  city  in  Livonia,  was  heir  to  no  other 
inheritance  than  the  virtues  and  frugality  of 
her  parents.  Her  father  being  dead,  she  lived 
with  her  aged  mother  in  their  cottage,  covered 
with  straw ;  and  both,  though  very  poor, 
were  very  contented.  Here,  retired  from  the 
gaze  of  the  world,  by  the  labour  of  her  hands 
she  supported  her  parent,  who  was  now  in^ 
capable  of  supporting  herself.  When  Cathe* 
rina  spun,  the  old  woman  would  sit  by  and 
read  soaie  book  of  devotion  ;  thus,  yrhen  the 
fatigues  of  the  day  Were  over,  both  would  sit 
down  contentecHy  by  their  fire-side,  and  enjoy 
the  frugal  meal  with  vacant  festivity. 

Though  heib  face  and  person  were  models 
of  perfection,  yet  her  whole  attention  seemed 

«  • 

*  This  account  seems  taken  from  the  manuscript  me- 
moirs df  H.  Spillmao,  Esq. 
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bestowed  uptn  hmt  mimdt ;  ber  mother  ti«g)^ 
her  to  ptiad,  and  an  old  LuiberaQ  minister  in*- 
strvoted  her  in  the  maxins  and  duties  of  re* 
ligion.  Nature  had  fornifthed  her  ao4  only 
with  a  ready,  bat  a  solid  turn  of  thought ;  not 
only  with  a  strong,  but  a  rig^t  understanding. 
Such  truly  female  accomplishments  procured 
ber  seyeral  solicitations  of 'marriage  from  the 
peasants  of  the  country  ;  but  their  offers  were 
rcTOsed :  for  she  loved  her  mother  too  tenderly 
to  think  of  a  {separation. 

Catherinawas  fifteen  when  bw  mother  died ; 
she  now  therefore  left  her  cottage,  and  went 
to  lit^  with  the  Lutheran  minister,  by  'I'^MP 
she  bad  been  instructed  from  her  qbiidhood^ 
In  his  house  she  resided  in  quality  of  governess 
to  his  children ;  at  once  reconciling  in  h^ 
eKaracter  unerring  prudence  with  surprising 
vivacity. 

The  old  man,  who  regarded  her  as  one  of 
hiRown  children,  had  herinstruetedin  dancing 
and  music  by  the  masters  who  attended  the 
rest  of  his  family  ;  thus  she  continued  to  im* 
prove  till  he  died,  by  which  accident  i^e  was 
once  more  reduced  to  pristine  poverty.  The 
county  of  Livonia  was  at  this  time  wasted 
with  war,  and  lay  in  a  most  miserable  state  of 
desolation.  Those  calamities  are.  ever  most 
beavy^  upon  the  poor  i  wherefore  Catherina, 
though  possessed  of  so  many  accomplishments. 
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axperienoed all  the  mueriesofbopelesfli] 
goDee.  ProvisioDS  beeoming  every  day  mora 
scarce,  and  .her  private -stodk  bemg  entiiely 
exhausted,  she  resolved. at  last  to  travel  to 
Marienburgh,  a  city  of  greater  pleaty. 
.  With  her  scanty  wardrobe  packed  up  ia  a 
wallet,  she  set  out  on  her  journey  on  foot;  she 
was  to  walk  through  a  region  miserable  by 
nature,  but  rendered  still  more  hideous  by  the 
Swedes  and  Russians,  who>  as  each  happened 
to  become  masters,  pliuidered  it  at  discretion ; 
but  hunger  had  taught  her  to  despise  the  dan- 
gers and  fatigues  of  the  way. 

.Qne  jevening,  upon  her  joprney,  as  she  had 
entered  a  cottage  by  the  way  side,  to  take  up 
her  lodging  for  the  night,  she  was  uisulted. 
by  two  Swedish  soldiers,  who  insisted  upon 
qualifying  bar,  as  they  termed  it,  tofoUmo  the 
camp.  They  might  probably  have  carried 
their  insults  into  violence,  had  not  a  subaltern 
officer,^ccidentally  passing  by,  come  in  to  her 
assistance :  upon  his  appearing,  the  soldiers 
iomiediately  delisted ;  but  her  thankfulness 
was  hlurdly  greater  than  her  surprise,  when 
she  instantly  recollected  in  her  deliverer  the 
son  of  the  Lutheran  minister,  her  former  in- 
structor, benelactor,  and  friend. 

This  was  a  happy  interview  for  Catherina : 
the  little  stock  of  money  ahe  had  brought  from 
home  was  by  this  time  quite  exhausted  ;  b^ 


{ 
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clothes  jw^;^  go^Bf  pieoe  by  ]^ece^ in  ord^  toN 
satisfy  those  who  had  entertained  her  in  thdc 
houses  ;  her  g^Mrous  eountryman^  therefore^> 
parted  with  what  he  could  spare:  to  buy  heci 
clothes,  furnished  her  with  an  horse,  and  gaTO 
her  letters  of  recommendation,  to  Mr.  Gluck^ 
a  faithful  friend  of  his  father's  and  Superin* 
tendant  of  Marienburgh. 

Our  beautiful  stranger  had  only  to  appear 
to  be  well  received :  she  was  immediately  ad- 
mitted into  the  Superintendant's  family,  as 
governess  to  his  two  daughters ;  and  though 
yet  but  seventeen,  showed  herself  capable  of 
instructing  her  sex^  not  only  in  virtue,  but 
politeness.  Such  was  her  good  sense  and 
beauty,  that  her  master  himself  in  a  short  time' 
offered  her  his  band,  which  to  his  great  sur-» 
prise  she  thought  proper  to  refuse.  Actuated 
by  a  principle  of  gratitude,  she  was  resolved 
to  marry  her  deliverer  only,  even  though  he 
had  lost  an  arm,  and  was  otherwise  disfigured 
by  wounds  in  the  service. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  further  so-* 
licitations  from  others,  as  soon  as  the  officer 
came  to  town  upon  duty,  she  offered  him  her ' 
person,  which  he  accepted  with  transport,  and 
their  nuptials  were  solemnized  as  tidual.     But 
all  the  lines  of  her  fortune  were  to  be  striking: 
the  very  day  on  which  they  were  married  the* 
Russians  laid  siege  to  Marienburgh  ;  the  tin- 
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htppj  m)£^  kad  iM>w  bo  tine  io  €^joy  the 
ipcfl-etrned  pieaswes  ef  malrimoBy ;  he  wis 
ealled  off  before  con—iMwitioa  to  an  atlaek, 
from  wUdi  he  was  oeTor  aftor  aoeo  lo  nioni. 

In  the  nean  time  thesiege  went  on  wiA 
f arjr,  aggrmTated  on  one  side  by  obstinBey^ 
on  the  other  by  rerenge.  This  war  betwoen 
the  two  northern  powers  at  that  time  was 
truly  barbarous ;  the  innocent  peasant  and 
the  harmless  Tirgin  often  shared  tibefote  of  the 
soldier  in  arms*  Marienbnrgh  was  taken  by 
assault;  and  snch  was  the  fury  of  the  assaU- 
tots^  that  not  only  the  garrison,  bnt  almost  all 
the  inhsbitants,  men,  wom^i,  and  chiUbn^i^ 
w^re  put  to  the  sword ;  at  length,  when  the 
oaraage  was  pretty  well  over,  Catherina  was 
found  hid  in  an  oven. 

She  had  been  hitherto  poor,  but  still  wa^ 
free;  she  was  now  to  <;onform  to  her  hard 
fate,  and  learn  what  it  was  to  be' a  slave  :  in 
this  situation,  however,  she  braved  with* 
piety  and  humility ;  and  though  misfortunes 
had  abated  her  vivacity,  yet  she  was  cheerfuL 
The  fame  of  her  merit  and  resignation  reached 
even  Prince  Mensikoff,  the  Russian  general ; 
be  desired  to  see  her,  was  struck  with  her 
beauty,  bought  her  from  the  soldier  her  nia»* 
t^,  an4  placed  her  under  ihe  direction  of  his 
own  sister.  Here  she  was  treated  with  all 
the  respest  which  her  merit  deserved,  while 
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her  beauty  eTety  day  improved  with  her  good 
fcNPtitne. 

She  had  n6t  been  long  in  this  situation^ 
when  Peter  the  Great  paying  the  Prince  a 
visit,  Catherina  happened  to  come  in  with 
some  dry  fruits,  which  she  served  round  with 
peculiar  tnodesty »  The  4nighty  monarch  saw, 
and  Was  struck  with  her  beauty.  He  returned 
the  next  day,  called  for  the  beautiful  slave, 
asked  her  several  questions,  and  found  her 
understanding  even  more  perfect  than  her 
person, 

.  He  had  been  forced  when  young  to  marry 
from  motives  of  interest ;  he  was  now  re^- 
solvedto  marry  pursuant  to  his  own  inctina^ 
tions.  He  immediately  inquired  the  history 
of  the  fair  Livonian,  who  was  not  yet  eighteen. 
He  traced  her  through  ihe  vale  of  obscurity, 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  her  fortune^ 
and  found  her  truly  great  in  them  alL  The 
meanness  of  her  birth  was  no  obstruction  to 
his  .design ;  their  nuptials  were  solemnized  in 
private:  the  prince  assuring  his  courtiers^ 
tiiat  virtue  alone  was  the  properest  ladder  to 
a  throne. 

We  now  s^e  Gaiberina  from  the  low  mud- 
walled  cottage  empress  of  the  greatest  king- 
dom upon  earth.  The  poor  solitary  wanderer 
is  now  surrounded  by  thousands,  who  find 

happiness  in  her  smile.     She,  who  formerly 
Vol.  II.  c 
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wanted  a  meal,"  is  now  capable  of  diffasin^ 
|>lenty  upon  whole  nations.  To  her  fortune 
she  owed  a  part  of  this  pre-emineiieey  but  to 
her  virtues  more. 

She  ever  after  retained  those  great  qualities 
which  first  placed  her  on  a  throne ;  and  while 
the  extraordinary  prince,  her  husband,  la- 
boured for  the  reformation  of  his  male  subjects, 
she  studied  in  her  turn  the  improvement  of 
her  own  sex.  She  altered  their  dresses,  in- 
troduced mixed  assemblies,  instituted  an  or- 
der of  female  knighthood  ;  and  at  length,  when 
she  had  greatly  filled  all  the  stations  of  em* 
press,  friend,  wife,  and  mother,  bravely  died 
without  regret ; — ^regretted  by  all.        Adieu. 


LETTER  LXII. 

From  Lien  Chi  Altangi^to  Fum  Hoam^Jlrst 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
Pekihj  in  China. 


The  rise  or  the  decline  of  literature  not  dependent  on  man,  but 
reraUing  from  the  Yictesitades  of  nature. 

In  every  letter  I  expect  accounts  of  some  new 
revolutions  in  China,  some  strange  occurrence 
in  the  state,  or  disaster  among  my  private  ac- 
quaintance. I  open  every  pac^uet  with  tre- 
mulous expectation,  and  am  agreeably  disap- 
pointed when  I  find  my  friends  and  my  coun- 
ity  continuing  in  fdicity.    I  wand^,  hut  they 
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are  at  rest ;  tbey  suffer  few  changes  but  what 
pass  in  my  own  restless  imagination;  it  is 
only  the  rapidity  of  .my  own  motion  gives  an 
imaginary  swiftness  to  objects  which  are  iu 
some  measure  immoreable. 

Yet>  beUeve  me,  my  friend,  that  even  China 
itself  is  imperceptibly  degenerating  from  her 
antient  greatness  :  her  laws  are  now  more 
venal,  and  her  merchants  are  more  deceitful 
than  formerly;  the  very  arts  and  sciences 
have  run  to  decay.  Observe  the  carvings  on 
our  ancient  bridges ;  figures  that  add  grace 
even  to  nature.  There  is  not  an  artist  now 
in  all  the  empire  that  can  imitate  their  beauty. 
Our  manufactures  in  porcelain  too  are  inferior 
to  what  we  once  were  famous  for  ;  and  even 
Europe  now  begins  to  excel  us.  There  was 
a  time  when  China,  was  the  receptacle  of 
strangers ;  when  all  were  welcome,  who  either 
came  to  improve  the  state,  or  admire  its  great- 
ness ;  now  the  empire  is  shut  up  from  every 
foreign  improvement;  and  the  very  inhabi- 
tants discourage  each  other  from  prosecuting 
their  own  internal  advantages. 

Whence  this  degeneracy  in  a  state  so  little 
subject  to  external  revolutions  ;  how  happens 
it  that  China,  which  is  now  more  powerful 
than  ever,  which  is  less  subject  to  foreign  in- 
vasions, and  even  assisted  in  some  discoveries 

by    her  connections  with   Europe?    whence 

c  2 
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comes  it,  I  say,  that  the  empire  is  thus  de- 
clining so  fast  into  barbarity  ? 

This  decay  is  surely  from  nature,  and  not 
the  result  of  Toluntary  degeneracy.  In  a 
period  of  two  or  three  thousand  years  she 
seems,  at  proper  intervals,  to  produce  great 
minds,  with  an  effort  resembling  that  which 
introduces  the  Yidissitudes  of  seasons.  They 
rise  up  at  once,  continue  for  an  age,  enlighten 
the  world,  fall  like  ripened  corn,  and  mankin<i 
again  gradually  relapse  into,  pristine  barbartty^ 
We  little  oaes  look  around,  are  amazed  at  the 
decline,  seek  after  the  causes  af  this  in  visible 
decay,  attribute  to  want  of  encouragement 
what  really  proceeds  from  want  of  power,  are 
astonished  to  find  every  art  and  every  science 
in  the  decline,^  not  considering  that  autumn  is 
over,  and  fatigued  nature  again  begins  to  re- 
pose for  seme  succeeding  effort.. 

Some  periods. have  been  remarkable  for  the 
pr9ductiQn  of  men  of  extraordinary  stature  ; 
others  for  producing  some  particular  animals 
in  great  abundance  ;  some  for  excessive  plen- 
ty ;  and  others  again  for  seemingly  causeless 
famine.  Nature,  which  shows  herself  so  very 
different  in  her  visible  productions,  must  surely 
differ  also  from  herself  in  the  production  of 
minds  ;  and  while  she  astonishes  one  age  with 
the  strength  and  stature  of  a  Milo,  or  a 
Maximin,  may  bless  another  with  the  wis* 
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dom  of  a  Plato,  or  the  goodness  of  an  An-* 
tonine. 

Xiet  us  not  then  attribute  to  accident  the 
falling  off  of  every  nation,  but  to  the  natural 
revolution  of  things.  Often  in  the  darkest 
ages  there  has  appeared  some  one  man  of  sur- 
prising abilities,  who,  with  all  his  understand- 
ing,'  failed  to  bring  his  barbarous  age  into 
refinement:  all  mankind  seemed  to  sleep,  till 
nature  gave  the  general  call,  and  then  the 
whole  worid  seemed  at  once  roused  at  the 
voice;  science  triumphed  in  every  country, 
and  the  brightness  of  a  single  genius  seemed 
lost  in  a  galaxy  of  contiguous  glory. 

Thus  the  enlightened  periods  in  every  age 
have  been  universal.  At  the  time  when  China 
Urst  began  to  emerge  from  barbarity,  the 
western  world- was  equally  rising  into  refine- 
ment :  when  we  had  our  Yau,  they  had  their 
Sesostria.  In  succeeding  ages  Confucius  and , 
Pythagoras  seem  born  nearly  together,  and  a 
train  of  philosophers  then  sprung  up  as  well 
in  Greece  as  in  China.  The  period  of  re- 
newed barbarity  begun  to  have  an  universal 
spread  much  about  the  same  time,  and  con- 
tinued for  several  centuries,  till  in  the  year 
of  the  Christian  era  1400,  the  emperor  Yonglo 
.  arose,  to  revive  the  learning  of  the  east ;  while 
about  the  same  time  the  Medicean  family  la- 
boured ia  Italy  to  raise  infant  genius  from 

c  3 
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the  cradle  :  Uws  w«  see  poUteoeM  spreadimg 
OTer  erery  part  of  the  world  in  one  age,  and 
barbarity  succeediiig  in  another ;  at  oae  pe- 
riod a  blaze  of  Ught  diflGusing  itself  o^er  the 
If  hole  iftorld,  and  at  another,  all  mankind 
trapped  up  in  the  profoandest  ignoranee. 

Such  has  been  the  situation  of  things  in 
times  past;  and  such  probably  it  will  ever 
be.  China,  I  have  observed,  has  evidently 
begun,  to  degenerate  from  its  former  polite-i 
ness  'x,  and  were  the  learning  of  the  Europe- 
ans ajt  present  candidly  considered,  the  decline 
would  p^rhfips  appear  to,  have  already  taken 
place.  We  should,  fipd  among  the  natives  of 
the  west  the  study  of  moioality  displaced  for 
mf^th^n^^tiCal  disquisition,,  qc  metaphysical 
subtleti^ ;  we  sbanld  find  learning  b^gin  to 
separate  from  the  useful  duties  and  concerns 
of  life,,  while  none  venturetd  to  aspire  aftec' 
that  character,  but  they  whaknow  much  more 
than  is. truly  amusing  or  useful.  We  should 
find  ever^y  great  attempt,  suppressed  by  pru- 
dence, and  the  rapturous  sublimity  in  writing 
cooled  by  a  cautious  fear  of  ojBTence.  We 
should  find  few  of  those  daring,  spirits,,  who^ 
bravely  ventured  to  be  wrong,  and,  who  are 
lyilUng  tQ.baaiar.d«muph  for.  the  sake  of  great 
acquisitions..  Providence  has  indulged  the> 
world  with  a  period  of  almost  four  hundred 
years*  i;eQpement ;  does.  it.  now  by  degree^v 
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sink  us  into  oar  former  ignorance,  leaTtng  us 
only  the  lon^  of  ivisdom,  while  k  deprures  us 
of:  its  adraiUaaiges  ^        Adieu*. 


tBTTKR  LXIIt 

FROM   THE   SAME.: 


The  great  exchange  happiness  for  shov.    Their  folly  in  .this  re- 
spect of  use  to  society,. 


1  HE  princes  of  Europe  have  found  out  a  nmn* 
ner  of  rewarding  their  subjects  who  have  be- 
hayed  we%  by  presenting  them  with  about 
two  yards  <^  blue* ribbon,  which  is  worn*about 
the  shoulder:  They  who  are  honoured^  with 
tiAs  mark  of  distinction  are  called  knights, 
and  the  king  himself  is  always  the  head  of 
the  order.  This  is  a  very  frugal  method  of, 
recompensing  the  most  important  services  : 
and  it  is  very  fortunate  for^  kings  that  their 
subjects  are  satisfied  with*  such*  trifling  re- 
wards.. Should  a  noblemen  happen  to  lose 
his  leg  ip>  a  battle,  the  king  presents  him  with 
two  yards  of  ribbon,  and  he  is  paid  for  the  loss, 
of  his  limb.  Should  an  ambassador  spend  all 
his  paternal  fortune  in  supporting  the  honour 
of  his  country  abroad,  the  king  preseuts.him^ 
with  two  yards  of  ribbon,  which  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  equivjalent  to.  his  estate..    In. 
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%k€irif  wkile  an  Enropoui  kiii|^  hat  a  yard  of 
blue  or  gretn  ribbon  left,  be  need  be  under 
no  apprehension  of  wanting  utateamen,  gene- 
rals, or  soldiers. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  admire  those  kingdoms 
in  which  men  with  large  patrimonial  estates 
are  willing  thus  to  undergo  real  hardships  for 
empty  favours.  A  person,  already  possessed  of 
a  competent  fortune,  who  undertakes  to  enter 
the  career  of  ambition,  feels  many  real  inconve- 
niences from  his  station,  while  it  procures  him 
no  real  happiness  that  he  was  not  possessed  of 
before*  He  could  eat,  drink,  and  sleep,  be* 
fore  he  became  a  courtier  as  well,  perhaps  bet* 
ter,  than  when  invested  with  his  authority. 
He  could  command  flatterers  in  a  private  sta- 
tion, as  well  as  in  his  public  capacity,  and 
indulge  at  home  every  favourite  inclination, 
Uncensured  and  unseen  by  the  people. 

What  real  good  then  does  an  addition  to  a 
fortune  already  sufficient  procure  i  Not  any. 
Could  the  great  man,  by  having  his  fortune 
increased,  increase  also  bis  appetites,  then 
precedence  might  be  attended  with  real  amuse- 
ment. 

Was  he,  by  having  his  one  thousand  made 
two,  thus  enabled  to  enjoy  two  wives,  or  eat 
two  dinners  ;  then  indeed  be  might  be  excused 
for  undergoing  some  pain,  in  order  to  extend 
the  sphere  of  his  enjoyments.    But,  on  the 
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contrary,  he  finds  his  desire  for  pleasure  often 
lessen,  as  he  takes  pains  to  be  able  to  improve 
it ;  and  his  capacity  of  enjoyment  diminishes 
as  his  fortune  happens  to  increase. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  regarding  the  great 
with  envy,  I  generally  consider  them  with 
some  share  of  compassion.  I  look  upon  them 
as  a  set  of  good-natured,  misguided*  people, 
who  are  indebted  to  us,  and  nt^t  to  themselves, 
for  all  the  happiness  they  enjoy.  For  our 
pleasure,  and  not  their  own,  they  sweat  under 
a  cumbrous  heap  of  finery  ;  for  our  pleasure 
the  lacquied  train,  the  slow  parading  pageant^ 
with  all  the  gravity  of  grandeur,  moves  in 
review ;  a  single  coat,  or  a  single  footman, 
answers  all  the  purposes  x)f  the  most  indolent 
refinement  as  well ;  and  those  who  have  twen- 
ty, may  be  said  to  keep  one  for  their  own 
pleasure,  and  the  other  nineteen  merely  for 
ours.  So  true  is  the  observation  of  Confucius, 
that  we  take  greedier  pains  to  persuade  others 
that  me  ar e  happy ^  than  endeavouring  to  think 
s^  ourselves. 

But  though  the  desire  of  being  seen,  of 
being  made  the  subject  of  discourse,  and  of 
supportiiig  the  dignities  of  an  exalted  station, 
be  troublesome  enough  to  the  ambitious,  yet 
it  is  well  for  society  that  there  are  men 
thus  willing  to  exchange  ease  and  safety  for 
danger  and  a  ribbon.     We  lose  nothing  by 
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their  yanity,  and  it  would  be  unkind  to  en- 
deaTOurto  deprive  a  child  of  its  rattle.  If  a 
duke  or  a  duchess  are  willing  to  carry  a  long 
train  for  our  entertainment,  so  much  the  worse 
for  themselves ;  if  they  choose  to  exhibit  in 
public  with  a  hundred  lacquies  and  Mamelukes 
in  their  equipage  for  our  entertainment,  still 
so  much  the  worse  for  themselves ;  it  is  the 
spectators  alone  who  give  and  receive  the 
pleasure  ;  they  only  the  sweating  figures  that 
swell  the  pageant. 

A  mandarine,  who  took  much  pride  in  ap- 
pearing with  a  number  of  jewels  on  every  part 
of  his  robe,  was  once  acco/sted  by  an  old  sly 
Bonze,  who  following  him  through  several 
Streets,  and  bowing  often  to  the  ground, 
thanked  him  for  his  jewels.  ^  What  does  he 
mean  ?*  cried  the  mandarine.  '  Friend,  I 
never  gave  thee  any  of  my  jewels.'—*  No,' 
replied  the  other ;  '  but  you  have  let  me  look 
at  them,  and  that  is  all  the  use  you  can  make 
of  them  yourself;  so  there  is  no  difference  be« 
tween  us,  except  that  you  have  the  trouble  of 
watching  them,  and  that  is  an  employment  I 

don't  much  desire.' 

"Adieu, 
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LETTER  LXIV.  ) 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


The  history  of  a  philosophic  cobler. 


Though  not  very  fond  of  seeing  a  pageant 
royseFf,  yet  I  am  generally  pleased  with  being 
in  the  crowd  which  sees  it ;  it  is  amusing  to 
observe  the  effect  which  such  a  spectacle  has 
upon  the  variety  of  faces,  the  pleasure  it  ex- 
cites in  some,  the  envy  in  others,  and  the 
wishes  it  raises  in  all.     With  this  design  I 
lately  went  to  see  the  entry  of  a  foreign  am- 
bassador, resolved  to  make  one  in-  the  mob, 
to  shout  as  they  shouted,  to  fix  with  earnest-  « 
ness  upon  the  same  frivolous  objects,  and  par- 
ticipate for  a  while  the  pleasures  and  the  wishes 
of  the  vulgar. 

Struggling  here  for  some  time,  in  order  to 
be  first  to  see  the  cavalcade  as  it  passed,  some 
one  of  the  crowd  unluckily  happened  to  tread 
upon  my  shoe,  and  tore  it  in  such  a  manner, 
that  I  was  utterly  unqualified  to  march  for- 
ward with  the  main  body,  and  obliged  to  fall 
back  in  the  rear.  Thus  rendered  incapable 
of  being  a  spectator  of  the  show  myself,  I  was 
at  least  willing  to  observe  the  spectators,  and 
limped  behind,  like  one  of  the  invalids  which 
follow  the  march  of  an  army. 

In  this  plightl  was  consideringthe  eagerness 
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that  appeared  on  every  face ;  bow  some  bustled 
to  get  foremost,  and  otbers  contented  tbem* 
selves  with  taking  a  transient  peep  i^ben  tbey 
could  ;  how  some  praised  the  four  black  ser- 
vants that  were  stuck  behind  one  of  the  equi- 
pages, and  some  the  ribbons  that  decorated 
the  horses^  necks  in  another;  ndy  attention 
was  called  off  to  an  ot^ect  more  extraordinary 
than  any  ^that  I  had  yet  seen  :  a  poor  cobler 
sat  in  his  stall  by  the  way  side,  and  continued 
to  work  while  the  crowd  passed  by,  without 
testifying  the  smallest  share  of  curiosity.  I 
own  his  want  of  attention  excited  mine ;  and 
as  I  stood  in  need  of  his  assistance,  I  thought 
it  best  to  employ  a  philosophic  cobler  on  this 
occasion  :  perceiving  my  business,  therefore, 
be  desired  me  to  enter  and  sit  dowo,  took  my 
shoe  into  his  lap,  and  began  to  mend  it  with 
his. usual  indifference  and  taciturnity. 

*How,  my  friend,'  said  I  to  him,  'can  you 
continue  to  work  while  all  those  fine  things 
are  passing  by  your  door  V — *  Very  fine  they 
are,  master,'  returned  the  cobler,  Vfor  those 
that  like  them,  to  be  sure ;  but  what  are  all 
those  fine  things  ta  me  ?  You  do  not  know 
what  it  is  to  be  a  cobler,  and  so  much  the 
better  for  yoursel£  Yoiir  bread  is  baked, 
you  may  go  and  see  sights  the  whole  day, 
and  eat  a  warm  supper  when  you  CQOie  home 
at  night ;  but  for  me,  if  I  should  run  luinting 


hher  all  ihese  fine  folk,  what  should  I  get  by 
mj  journefyrbttt  an  appetite  ?  and,  Qod  help 
jBe,  1  have  too  mudi  of  that  at  home  already, 
without  stirring  out  for  it.    Your  people  who 
may  eat  four  meals  a  day,  and  a  supper  at 
nig^t,  are  but  a  bad  example  to  sucfh'a  on# 
fts  J.    No,  master,  as  God  has  called  me  into 
this  world  in  order  to  mend  old  shoes,  I  hare 
i^e  business  with  fine  folk,  and  they  no  busi- 
ness with  me.'     I  here  interrupted  him  with 
a  smile.    '  See  this  last,  master,'  eontiniies  he, 
^  and  this  hammer ;  this  last  and  hammer  are 
the  two  best  friends  I  have  in  this  world :  no- 
body else  will  be  my  friend,  because  I  want  a 
firieud.    The  great  folks  yoii  saw  pass  by  just 
now  have  fiye  hundred  friends,  beeause  they 
have  no  occasion  for  them ;  now,  while Istick 
to  my  good  friends  here,  I  am  Very  contented ; 
but  when  I  ever  so  little  run  after  sights  and 
fine  things,  I  begin  to  hatp  my  work,!  grow  sad, 
and  have  no  heart  to  mend  shoes  any  longer.* 
This  discourse  only  served  to  raise  my  cu« 
riosity  to  know  more  of  a  tnan  wjiom  nature 
bad  thus  formed  into  a  philosopher ^     I  then^ 
fore  ins^isibly  led  him  into  an  history  of  his 
adventures  :  '  I  have  lived,'  said  he, '  a  wan-< 
dering  life  now  five  and  fifty  years,  here  to- 
day and  gone  to-morrow ;  for  it  was  my  mis- 
fortune, when  I  was  young,  to  be  fond  of 

changing.' — '  You  have  been  a  tranfiffUer  then^ 
Vol.  II.  n 
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IprenMe  T  iatenfiipted  I.  ^  I  oatobt  boist 
Biifteh  of  traTettitig/  eontinued  ifae,  ^lor  I  hx^t 
n^ver  left  the  parish :  in  whieli  I  mzA  iior a  but 
tbree  times  io  ofy  life,  that  I  can  remember ; 
iHit  Afn  there  is  bM  'a  street  in  the  <wfajole 
neighbourhoiNl  that  I  have  net  liired.  in  at 
aome  time  er  anottier.  Wben  I  began  to  set^ 
tie  atfd  take  to  my  hii8ifiess.m  one  street,  seme 
Uttibreseen  misCovtune,  or  a  desire  of  trying 
tt^y  lunk  elsewhere,  has  removed  me,  perhaps 
a  whole  mile  away  from  my  ibrm^  dustomers, 
while  some  mere  luc^y  cobbler  would  ccrme 
into  my  place,  and  make  a  haiidseme  fbrtone 
among  friends  of  my  making :  ihere  was  ewe 
who  actually  died  in  a  stall  that  I  had  left, 
worth  seven  poimds  seven  shillings^  all  in  hard 
gold,  wUeh  he  had  quiited  into  the  waistband 
of  his  breeches/ 

I  conld  not  but  sm&at  these  m^mtiens  of 
a  man  by  the  fireniide,  and  ccmtmned  to  a^k 
if  he  had  ever  beeli  married.  <  Ay,  that  I  have, 
master,^  rq[died  he,  ^for  sixteen  long  years  : 
and  a  weary  life  I  had  ef  it,  heaven  knows. 
My  wife  took  it  into  her  head,  that  the  only 
way  to  thrive  in  this  world  was  to  save  money ; 
90,  though  our  co]taiAg»-in'  was  but  aboutthree 
slullings  a  week,  all  that  ever  she  could  lay 
her  hands  upon  she  used  to  hide  away  from 
me,  though  we  weredi^ligedtastarvethe  Whole 
week  alter  lor  it. 
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'  The  first  tMree  years  we  uded  to  quarf  el 
ftbputv  thk  eyiery.  da^y,  and  I  always  gat  t)i# 
better ;  but  she^  bad  a  bard  spirit,  and  still 
continued  to  bide  as  usual ;  so  tbat  I  was  at 
last  tired  of  quarreHkig'and  getting  tbe  better, 
and  she  scraped  and  scraped  at  pleasure,  till 
i  was  aknost  storied  to  deatib.     Her  oo|iduct 
drove  me  at)  last  in  despair  to  tbe  alebonae; 
bere  I  uaod^  to  sit  witli  peoplewbo  bated  borne 
like  myself,  dnink  while  I  bad)  money  laft^  asd 
vunJft  soevewben.  aii^y  body  would  trusi  me ; 
tiU  9iit.  lost  tbeilan<MiBtdy  oowogf  qile  daty  witii 
%  faigr  faiUtWben^l  wasifnam  boiie,.aad  pttMi^ 
lA  inHOimy  t»fo?a  bstidfl>  th^  lengAiofi  il  t6^ 
fuUwIif  bcoke  hen  H^rt.     I  seiwdifedi  the 
whtfe.  sjbtt  9k^  riie  was:  dead!  feir  'm^ney,.  b«l 
she  bad  bidden  it  so.e0Rtolii»tty,  tlis4  wit|i  att 
iligi  peiiiSi  liofiuMt  siewrfind  ai&rthiii|r«* 

By  Hmt  tfme  my  s]m»i^  was  mendd^niid  sa*. 
tis^^iilS  the,  poor  ajrtist  for  lam  ttoiiUe)  audi 
re^nwding  bim  bei^di^  foe  bis  infonna^ion^ 
I  took  wsf  le9k^% and  i;eikunied bojpe  tQ  leng^b^H: 
otwk  the  amus«tne»il)  bis  eonnef sitjtiQo  aflfoi^d/^d 
by  communicating  it  to  my  frisAd. 

Adifiu« 
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LETTER  LXV. 
From  Lien  Chi  AUstngi^  io  Himgpo,  by  tk€ 

¥fO'y  of  Moscow.   ' 


Tkm  'difliiMBM  between  love  wmk  gmtknd^ 


Gbvekostft  property  applied  will  supi^y  every 
otiier  external  adrantage  id  liie  batttlie  loire 
of  those  we  coayene  with ;  it  wiU  proeui'e  es* 
teem,  and  a  conduct  resembling  real  affactioD^ 
but  aetaal  Ioyo  k  the  spontaneous  produi^tioiif 
<rf'the  mind  ;  no  generosity  can'  purchase,  no 
rewards  ineresfse,  nor  no  liberalily  oentiau^ 
it :  the  very  person  ivho  is  cbliged,  h«B  it  not 
iii '  hifl  power  ta  force  hib  lingering '  afbciidns 
upon  the  djeot  he  should  Iotc,  and  toluntarily 
mi!x  passion  with  gratitude. 

Imparted  fortune,  and  welt-plaoed  libendilgr)' 
mifty  procure  the  ben^setor  good^wi^  may 
load  the  person  •oldiged  with  the  sense  ef  duty 
he  lies  und^  to  retaliate  ;  this  is  grfttttude : 
and  simple  gratitude,  ^ntinctured  l?i:th  love, 
is  all  the  return  an  ingenuous  mind  can  tiiestew^ 
for  former  benefits. 

But  gratitude  and  love  are  almost  opposite 
affections ;  love  is  often  .an  involuntary  pas^* 
sion,  placed  upon  our  companions  without  our 
consent,  and  frequently  conferred  without  our 
previous  esteem.  We  love  some  men  we  know 
not  why ;  our  tenderness  is  naturally  excited 
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in  all  tlieir  concerns  ;  we  excuse  their  fonltft 
vri%h  the  same  indulgence^  and  approve  their 
virtues  with  the  same  applause  with  whidb  we 
CQUsidor  our  own.  While  we  entertain  the 
passion  it  pleases  us,  we  cherish  it  with  de-% 
light,  and  give  it  up  witii  reluctance^  and  love 
for,  lave  is  all  thq  reward  we  expect  or  desire. 

Gratitude,  on  the  contrary,  is  noTer  con- 
fairred  ;lMi.t  Where  there,  haye  been  preyious 
end^tvours  to  excite  it;,  we  considiOT  it  as  a 
deht^and  our  spirits  wear  a  load  till  we  hare 
disehai^ped^  the  obligation.  f#very  adHiow**' 
lodgment  of  gratitude  is  a  circumstance  of  hu* 
miliation^  and  some  are  found  to  submit  to 
firequent^inortification^f  this  kind ;  proclaim- 
ing'what  obligations  they  owe,  merely  because, 
they  think .  it^  in  some  measure  cancels  the 
debt.. 

Thtts  loye  is  the  most  easy  and"  agreeable^ 
andgraJ^tUde  the  most. humiKatittg  affection 
of  the  mind  ;  we  never  reflect  on  the  man  we 
J^^>  .without  exuUing  in  our  choice,,  while  he 
w|ia  has  abound  ua  to  him  by  benefits  alonei 
rises  to  our  idea  as  a  person  to  whom  we  have 
in^  some  measure  forf^ted  our  freedom.  Love 
and  gratitude  are  seldom,  therefore,  found  in 
the  samebreast  without  impairing  each  otherr 
we  may  tender  the  one  or  the  other  singly  to 
thoeoi  we  converse,  with,  but  cannot  command 
both  together.     By  attempting  to  increase  w^ 
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dimiiiiefh  tbem ;.  the  mitid  becomes  banlyrttpt 
under  too  large  obH^tioas  ;  all  additional 
benefits  lessen  eYery  hope  of  futore  return^ 
and  shut  up  every  avenue  that  leads  to  tender^ 

ness. 

In  all  our  connexions  Dvith  soeiety,  there- 
fore, it  is  not  only  generous,  but  pnid«iit,  to 
appear  insensible  of  the  value  of  those  favours 
we  bestow,  and  endeavour  to  make  the  oMiga-. 
tion  seem  as  slight  as  possible*.  Love  must 
be  taken  by  stratagem,  and  not  by  open  force : 
we  should  seem  ignorant  that  we  oblige,  and 
leave  the  mind  at  full  liberty  to  give  or  refuse 
its  affections :  for  constraint  may  indeed  leave 
the  receiver  still  grateftil,  but  it  will  certainly 
produce  disgust. 

If  to  procure  gratitude  be  our  only  atm|. 
there  is  no  great  art  in  making  the  acquisition^ 
a  benefit  conferred  demands  a  just  admow- 
fedgment,  and  we  have  a  right  to  insist  upon 
'Our  due. 

But  it  were  much  more  prudent  to  Ibrsga 
imr  right  on  such  an  occasion,^  and  exchange 
it,  if  we  can,  for  love.  We  receive  but  littitf 
advantage  from  repeated  protestations  of  gra-^ 
titude,but  tiiey  cost  him  very  inucb  firom  whom 
we  exact  them  in  return  ;  exacting  a  grateful 
«cknowledgm«it  is  demanding  a  debt  by  which^ 
the  creditor  is  not  advantaged,  and  the  4ebt<^X^ 
pay#  with  i^uetaace.. 
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As  Mencius  the  philosopber  was  tPaTeHing^ 
ifi  pursuit  of  wisdom,  night  oTertook  him  at 
the  foot  of  a  gloomy  mouDtain,  remote  from 
the  habitations  of  men.  Here,  as  he  was  stray- 
ing, while  rain  and  thunder  consj»red  to  make 
solitude  still  more  hideous,  he  perceived  a 
hermit's  cell,  and  approaching/  asked  for 
shelter.  '  Enter,*  cries  the  hermit,  in  a  severe 
tone,  ^  men  deserve  not*  to  be  obliged,  but  it 
would  be  imitating  their  ingratitude  to  treat 
them  as  they  deserve.  Come  in  :  examjAes  of 
vice  may  sometimes  strengthen  us  in  the  ways 
of  virtufe.' 

After  a  frugal  meal,  which  consisted  of  roots 
and  tea,  Mencius  could  not  repress  his  curi-^ 
osity  to  know  why  the  hermit  had  retired  from 
mankind,  the  actions  of  whom  tau^t  the  truest 
lessons  of  wisdom.  '  Mention  not  the  name 
of  man,'  cries  the  hermit,  with  indignation  ;^ 
'here  let  me  live  retired  from  a  base  ungrate- 
ful world  ;  here  among  the  beasts  of  the  forest 
I  shaU  find  no  flatterers  ;  the  lion  is  a  gener-^ 
ous  enemy,  and  the  dog  a  faithful  friend  ;  but 
man,  base  man,  can  poison  the  bdwl,  and 
9«ile  while  he  presents  it/-^*  You  have^beeft 
nsed  ill  by  mankind  ?^  interrupted  the  philo- 
sopher shrewdly..  *  Yes,*  returned  the  her- 
mit, '  on  mankind  I  have  exhausted  my  whole 
fertane,  and  this  staff,  and  that  cup,  and  those 
soots^ace  all  that  I  have  in  return.'-^' Did 
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you  bestow  yonv  fortuiie,  or  did  you  only  lend 
it  ?V  returned;  Menqius.  '  I  bestowed  it^  un*  . 
4oubtedly/  replied  the  other,  ^  for  where  were 
the  merit  of  being  a  money-lender?'-— <  Did 
they  eyer  own  that  they  received  it?'  stiU  adds 
the  philosoj^her.  'A  thousand  times,'  cries 
the  hermit,  *  they  every  day  loaded  me  with 
professions .  of  gratitude  for  obligations  re^. 
oeived,  and  soUcUations  for  future  favours.' — 
Vlf  then,'  says  Mendus,  smiling,  ^youdidnot 
lend  your  fortune  in  cider  to.  have  it  returned,, 
it  la  unjust  to  accuse  them  of  iagratitudef 
they  owned  themselves  obliged,  you  expected 
bo  more,  and  they  certainly  earned  each  favour 
by  fcequently  acknowledging  the  obligation.? 
The  Mrmit  was  struck  with  the  reply,  and  sur^ 
veyiqg  his  guest  with  emotion,  ^  I  have  heard 
of  the  great  Mencius,  and. you  certainly  are 
the.  man ;  I  am<now  fourscore  years  old,  but 
still  a  child  in  wisdom  r  take  me  back  to  the 
scbo(^  of  man,  and  educate  me  as  (me  of  .tiMr 
n^KSt  ignorant  and  the  youngest  of  your  dk-^ 
oiples.' 

.Indeed,  my  son,.iti9  better  to  have  friends 
in^our  passage  through.  life  than  grateful  de- 
pendants ;  and  aslove  is  a  more  willing,  so  it 
is  a  more  lasting  tribute  than  extorted  obUga^ 
tion*  As  jye  ar^  uneasy  when  greatly  obliged,, 
'gratitude  once  refused  can  never  after  be  re-^ 
foviesed;  the  mind  that  is  base  enon^  ta 
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disallow  the  just  return,  insttod  of  feeKng-  any 
uneasiness  upon  recollection,  tridmphs  in  its 
new  acquired  freedom,  and  in  some  measure  is 
pleased  with  conscious  baseness. 

Very  different  is  the  situation  of  disagree* 
^ng  friends,  their  separation  produces  mutual 
uneasiness  :  like  that  diyided  being  in  fabu- 
lous creation,  their  sympathetic  souls  once 
mwre  desire  their  former  union  ;  the  joys  of 
loth  are  imperfect,  their  gayest  moments  4inc. 
tnred  with  uneasiness ;  each  seeks  for  the 
smallest  concessions  to  clear  the  way  to  a 
wfahed-for  explanation ;  the  most  trifling  ac- 
knowledgment, the  slightest  acmdent^  server 
to  effect  a  mutual  reconciliation. 

Put  instead  of  pursuing  the  thought,  permit 
me  to  soften  the  severity  of  advice,  by  an  Ea*' 
rOpean  story,  wbic^  will  fully  illustrate  my: 
meaning. 

A  fiddler  and  his  wife,  who  had  rubbed 
through  life  as  most  couples  usually  do,  some--^ 
times  good  friends,  at  others  not  quite  so  wdl, 
one  day  happened  to  have  a  dispute,  which 
was  conducted  with  becoming  spirit  on  both 
sides.  The  wife  was  sure  she  was  right,  and" 
the  husband  was  resolved  to  have  his  own  way. 
What  was  to  be  done  in  such  a  case  ?  the 
quarrel  grew  worse  by  explanations,  and  at 
last  the  fury  of  both  rose  to  such  a  pitch,  that 
they  made  a  vow  never  to  sleep  together  in 
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the  8MBe  bed>  for  ike  futiu^.  Thii  wm  the 
moat  rash  tow  that  could  bo  imaglnedy  for 
ih^y  still  were  friends  at  battoHo,  aod^  bewdao^ 
they  had  but  one  bed  in  the  house;  however, 
resolved  they  were  ta  go  thirough  with  it,  and 
at  night  the  fiddfe-^caee  was^  laid  in  bed  hei- 
tmeta  them,  in  order  to  oiake  a  sqpasatMtBu 
In  thia  manner  tbay  e^ttinued  for  tiuma  we^jcn  ; 
every  night  the  fiddle-ease  being  placed  aei  ft 
barrier  to  divide,  them^ 

By.  diia  time,  however,,  each  heartily  re^ 
pented  of  their  vow>  their  iteenteent  wan  ai^ 
an  end,  and  their  lovehegnni  to  retnm ;  1h0f 
wished  tfie  fiddle-<»se  away^  but.  hedh  had  Uat 
much  spirit  to>  b^n.  One  night,  hewMeneB^ 
asthsf  weseholfai  lying  aArake  with  tb«  de- 
tested fiddle-case  between  them,  the  hnshandi 
happened  to  sneene ;  to  whioh  the  wife,,  aa^  isi 
usual  in  such  cases,  bid  God  bless  him ;  ^  Ay^ 
but,*  returns  the  husband,,  ^  woman,  dp  you 
say  that  from  y^Hur  heeai  ?* — ^  Ind^d,  I  do^ 
mf  poor  Nicholas^'  cried  his  wife, '  I  say  it 
yn&i  all  my  heart/ — ^  If  so-  than,'  say9  the^ 
husband,  \we  bad  aa  good  rcanoT^  the  fi4dlo« 
oase.' 
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LETTER  LXVI. 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


;The  foUy  ^atUuH^ng  -to-  learn  vMom^by  Itekif  rtdaie. 


JBooks,  my  son,  while  they  teach  us  to  respect 
ilie  mterest  of  ethers,  often  make  us  unmind- 
fiil  of  oar  own ;  while  they  instruct  the  youth'- 
tnl  reader  to  grasp  at  social  happiness,  he 
grows  roiser^ble  in  detail,  and  attentive  to 
universal  harmony,  often  forgets  that  he  him  ^ 
«df  has  a  part  to  sustain  in  the  concert,  t 
jdktike,  Iherefore,  the  philosopher  who  de- 
floribes  the  inoonveniencies  of  Kfe  in  such 
pleasiiige61ours,thatthe  pupil -growsenamour- 
€d^of  distress,  longs  to  try  the  charms  of  po* 
verty,  meets  it  without  dread,  nor  fears  its 
inconveniencies  till  he  severely  feels  them. 

A'  youth,  who  has  thus  spent  his  life  among 
books,  new  to  tiie  world,  and  unacquainted 
with  man,  but  by  philosophic  information,  may 
be  considercid  as  a  being  whose  mind  is  filled 
•with  the  vulgar  errors  of  the  wise;  utterly 
WHtuslified  for  a  journey  through  Ufe,  yet  con- 
fident of  his  own  skill  in  the  direction,  he  sets 
out  with  confidence,  blunders  on  with  vanity^. 
a;nd  finds  himself  at  last  undone. 

He  first  has  learned  from  books,  and  then 
lays  it  down  as  a  mastim,  that  all  mankind  ate 
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virtuous  or  vieious  in  excess )  and  he  has  beeti 
long  taught  to  detest  vice  and  love  virtue ; 
<warm  therefore  in  attachments,  and  stedfast 
in  enmity,  he  treats  every  creature  as  a  friend 
or -foe ;  expects  from  those  he  loves  unerring 
integrity,  and  consigns  his  enemies  to  the  re^ 
proach  of  wanting  every  virtue.  On  this 
principle  he  proceeds  ;  and  here  begin  his  dis- 
appointment's ;  upon  a  closer  inspection  of 
human  nature,  he  perceives  that  he.  should 
have  moderated  his  friendship,  and  softened  his 
severity ;  for  he  often  finds  the  excellencies  of 
one  part  of  mankind  clouded  with  vice,  and 
the  faults  of  the  other  brightened  with  virtue ; 
he  finds  no  character  so  sanctified  that  has 
not  its  failing ;  none  so  infamous  but  has  some- 
what to  attract  our  esteem ;  he  beholds  im* 
piety  in  lawn,  and  fidelity  in  fetters. 

He  now,  therefore,  but  too  late,  perceives 
that  his  regards  should  have  been  more  cool, 
and  his  hatred  less  violent ;  that  the  truly  wise 
seldom  court  romantic  friendships  with  the 
good,  and  avoid,  if  possible,  the  resentn^ent 
even  of  :the  wicked  :  every  moment  gives  him 
fresh  instances  that  the  bonds  of  friendship  are 
broken  if  drawn  too  closely,  and  that  those 
whom  he  has  treated  with  disrespect  more  than 
retaliate  the  injury  :  at  length,  therefore,  he 
is  obliged  to  confess,  that  he  has  declared  war 
upon  t^  vicious  half  of  mankind,  without 
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beii^  able  to  fbraq  an  alliance  amohg' the  vir* 
tuoos  to  espoQse  bisi  quarrel. 

Our  booji>4anigbt  philosepher,  hofT'OTer^  is 
noW'  loo  £ar  JMlvaniiced  io  recede  9  and  tho«isk 
porerty  bethe  just  eoenseqiieiice^of  the  many 
enenates  Jiisr«oiidQct  has  created,  yet  lie  is  re« 
solired  'to  meet  it  ^witfabut  shrinking  v  jdiilaso* 
|ib^s  hairasidesi^ribed'^Terty  i«  aaost  obarm* 
mg  coimuts ;  and'  even  his  Jiranity  is  toui^ied^ 
in  thinking  that  be  shall  i^how  the  world,  in 
binself^  <Mie  more  example  of  patience,  forti* 
tude^-and  tresigoation.  Oome  then,'0 poverty f! 
^or  what  is  there  dnithee  dreculful  to  the  wise ; 
iempermice,  healthy  cmd  frugality,  widk  in 
fkytrmm;  eheerfuli9es^  and  Ub&rt^  are  ever 
thy  oompanums;.  ShaUany  he  ashamed  of 
thee  ofiwhom  Oi»ei»n0tus  was  notnsihamedf^ 
The  munming  Inyooi^'tke  herhi^  of  t^jield^  can 
amply  ^aii^y  nofture;  nian  uidnts^'but  little^' 
^tor  ihmt  lititle  bong  ;^>  come  tkek,iO  poverty , 
-mhile  Idngs  stdndby  and  igaee  with  adnifk*'a^ 
tran  ai  -tke  iruepkilooopber^s  rtsiffMotiim, 

The  goddess 'appears  :  for.  poverty  iever 
comes  at  the  csM ;  but  arias !  h^  fhids  her 
by  HO'  nleakis  tbedbavming'  /figure  books^  and 

*  Oi|r  |U|tlM>r  ha^  repeated  this  thougli^liearly,  iq  tbe 
same  words,  in  his  *  Hermit :' 

*'    *  TBeii  pil^m  tUrtt,  thy  daWs  TOre^©,'     ' 
, .  •    JUif aHh^pifH  eaffs  we^ipofigA 
Man  wants  but  littfe  here  below, 
Nor  wants  that  little  lojig. 
Vol.  II.  E 
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liis  warm  imagination^  had  painted^  As  when 
an  eastern  bride,  whom  her  firiends  and  rela<r 
tiotts  bad  long  described  as  a  model  of  perfec- 
tion, pays  her  first  yisit,  the  longing  bride- 
groom lifts  the  veil  to  see  a  &ce  he  had  neyer 
seen  before ;  but  instead  of  a  countenance, 
biasing  with  beauty  like  the  sun,  he  beholds 
deformity  shooting  icicles  to  his  heart;  such 
appears  poverty  to  her  new  entertainer  *.  all 
the  fabric  of  enthusiasm  is  at  once  demolish- 
ed, and  a  thousand  miseries  rise  upon  its  ruins, 
while  contempt,  with  pointing  finger,  is  fore- 
most in  the  hideous  procession. 

The  poor  man  now  finds  that  he  can  ge|t  no 
kings  to  look  at  him  while  he  is  eating ;  he 
finds  that  in  proportion  as  he  grows  poor,  the 
world  turns  his  back  upon  him,  and  gives  him 
leave  to  act  thQ  philosopher  in  all  the  majesty 
of  solitude  ;  it  might  be  agreeable  enough  to 
.play  the  philosopher,  while  we  are  conscious 
tbatmankind  are  spectators  4  but  what  signi^ 
fies  wearing  ^he  mask  of  sturdy  contentment, 
and  mounting  the  stage  of  restraint,  when  not 
one  creature  will  assist  at  the  .exhibition  ! 
Thus  is  he  forsaken  of  men,  while  his  forti- 
tude wants  the  satisfaction  even  of  self-ap- 
plause ;  &r  either  he  does  not  feel  his  present 
calamities,  and  that  is  natural  insensibility,  or 
he  disguises  his  feelings,  tirnd  that  is  dissimu- 
lation. 
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Spleen  now  begins  to  take  up  the  man ;  not 
disting^iishing'in  his  resentments,  he  regards 
all  mankind  with  detestation,  and  commencing 
man-hater,  seeks  solitude  to  be  at  liberty  to 
rail.  '     . 

It  has  been  said,,  that  he  who  retires  to  so-- 
litude  is  either  a  beast  or  an  angel ;  the  cen- 
sure is  too  seyere,  and  the  praise  unmerited  ; 
the  discontented  being,  who  retires  from  so- 
dety,  is  generally  some  gQod-natured  man, 
who  has  begun  life  without  experience,  and 
knew  not  how  to  gain  it  in  his  intercourse 
with  mankind.  Adieu, 


LETTER  LXYII. 

From  Lien  Chi  Altangi^  to  Fum  Hoam^  first 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Acctdemy  at 
Pekin^  in  China. 


Qnacka  ridliculed.    Some  partlcalarljr  meii^Bedl. 


I  FORMERLY  acquainted  thee,  most  grave  Fum^ 
with  the  excellence  of  the  English  in  the  art 
of  healing.  The  Chinese  boast  their  skill  in 
pulses ;  the  Siamese  their  botanical  know- 
ledge ;  but  the  English  advertising  physicians 
alon€  of  being  the  great  restorers  of  health, 
the  dispensers  of  youth,  and  the  insurers  of 
longevity.     I  can  never  enough  admire  the 

sagacity  of  this  country  for  the  encourage- 

£  2 
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mesit  giYdn  !•  the  |>ro£sss<N;8  of  ilusart :  Mih 
ithat  tndulgencedoes  sh^  fester  up  those  of 
her  own  gro^vth,  aod  kindly  cberisfar  Ib^e  that 
come  from  abroad.  Like  «t  skilful  i^ardeuery 
she  invites  them  from  every  foreign  clioilito 
to  herself.  Hene  every  gteat  exoiie  slttikes 
root  as  soon  as  imported,  add  feels  tho  gjeniai 
beam  of  favour ;  v?hik  the  mighty  netropeUs, 
like  one  vaat  munificent  dunghill,  receives 
them  indiiserimiuately  t^  her  bveast,  add.  sup* 
plies  eaeh : wUh  meire  than  AfittiiVe  nourishmemr. 

In  other-  coutitriesi  tlMiphyaiciatt  ptelends  t0 
cure  diitorders  in  the  lump  :  th^^sam;  dootor 
'who  combats  the  gout  ia^4lie  toe,  shall  pretend 
to  prescribe  fof  ft.  pain  m  tbeltead?  and  he  who 
at  one  tiaie  curei^  a  consumptipn^  ^aU  al 
another  g;ive  drugs  for  ^,  dropsy.:  Hqw  ab- 
surd and  ridiculous  !  this  ia  being  a  mere  jack- 
of-alMrades.  Is  the  animal  machine  less  com- 
plicated than  a  brass  piai-  Not-  less  than  ten 
different  hands  are  re^mred  to  make  a  pin  ; 
a>nd  sh^U  tiae. hc^y  htt $et sigh^hy .<me  si»gl4 
^pers^jtor?:  ,    ;?..,?   ^  •;  'i,:  ..•..    ■[  ,    ■  v  -h  ^:>..-: 

The  S) AglisJb  are  seimble^  of  ftbe  fproei  of  this 
reasppinig  ;; ,  they!  haye^ therefore: one idoetoi*  fiav 
the^yei^5  ^notha?  for  the  toes.  \\  thiey  h^ve^  thehr 
sciatii?^  r  doete>rs,  and  inc^ulatrng ;  doctevd  ; 
they  have  pne  do^ttorwho.is  modestly  eoflitent 
with^epnripgth^m  from  bugUtes^and  ftve  liun>- 
dred  wha prescribefor ^ the. lite  bfimaddogs^  * 


'f  he  learned  are  notbere  retired^witfa  yicious 
modesty  from  the  public  view :  for  every  dead 
wall  is  covered  with  their  names^  their  abili^ 
tieid,  their  amazing  cures,  and  places  of  abode. 
Few  patients  can  escape  falling  into  their 
hands,  unless  blasted  by  lightning,  or  struck 
dead  with  some  sudden  disorder :  it  may  some^ 
times  happen,  that  a  stranger  who  does  not 
understand  English,  or  a  countrjrman  who^ 
cannot  read,  dies  without  ever  hearing  of  thei 
virifying  drops,  or  restorative  electucupy ;  but,,, 
for  my  part,  before  I  was  a  week  in  town,  I 
bad  learned  to  bid  the  whole  catalogue  of  dis« 
ordeiis  defiance,  and  was  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  names  and  the  medicines  of  every 
great  man  or  grei^  wdnnen  of  them  all. 

But  as  nothing  pleases  curiosity  more  than, 
anecdptea  of  the  great,  however  minute  or 
trifling,  I  must  present  you,  inadequate  as  my 
abilities  are  to  the  subject,  with  some  account 
of  tliose  periionages  who  lead  in  this  holiour-^ 
able  profession. 

The  first  upon  the  list  of  glory  &  DoctcMP 
Richard  Rode^  ¥.  U.  N.  This  great  man, 
short  of  stature,  is  iat,.  and  waddle^  as  he 
walius.  He  always  wears  a  white  three^tailed 
wig,  nicely  combed,  and  friz.9ed  upon  each 
eheck*.  Sometimes  he  carries  a  eane,  but  a 
hat  sever f;  it  is  indeed  very  remarkable^  that 
this  extramrdinary  personage  should   nevei^ 

E  a 
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w^ear  a  hat^  but  ,so  it  is,  he  never  wears  an  hat. 
He  U  uaually  drawn  at  the  top  of  hia  own  biUsy 
sitting  in  his  arm-chair^  holding  a  little  bottle 
between  bis  finger  and  thumb,  and  surrounded 
with  rotten  teeth,  nippers,  j^lls,  packets,  ai|d 
gallypots.  No  man  can  promise  fieiirer,  nor 
better  than  he  ;  for,  as  he  obseryes,  *  Be  your 
disorder  never  so  far  gone,  be  under  no  un- 
easiness,^  make  yourself  quite  easy,  I  can  cure 
you.* 

The  next  in  fame,  though  by  some  reckoned 
of  equal  pretensions,  is  Doctor  Timothy 
Franks,  F.  O.  G.  H.  living  in  a  place  called 
the  Old  Bailey.  As  Rock  is  remarkably 
squab,  his  greaf  rival  Franks  is  as  remarkably 
tall.  He  was  bom  in  the  year  of  the  Chris- 
tian era  1692,  and  is,  while  I  now  write,  ex- 
actly sixty-eight  years,  "three  months,  and 
four  days  old.  Age,  however,  has.no  way 
impaired  his  usual  health  and  vivacity ;  I  am 
told  he  generally  walks  with  his  breast  open • 
This  gentleman,  who  is  of  a  mixed  reputation^ 
is  particularly  remarkable  for  a  becoming  as- 
surance, which  carries  him  gently  through 
life;  for,  except  Dr«  Rock,  none  are  more 
blest  with  the  advantages  of  face  than  I>ctoctor 
Franks. 

And  yet  the  great  have  ibetv  foibles  as  well 
as  the  little.  I. am  aliiaost  ashamed  to  meia^ 
tion  it. '  Let  the  foibles  of  the  great  rest- ia 
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peace*  Yet  I  must  impart  the  whole  to  my 
friend.  These  two  great  men  are  actnaUy 
now  at  variance;  yesymy  dear  Fum  Hoam^ 
by  the  head  of  our  grandfather,  they,  are  now 
at  yarianee  like  mere  men,  mere  common  mor- 
tals. The  champion  Rock  adidses  the  world 
to  beware  of  bog-trotting  quacks,  while  Franks 
retorts,  the  wit  and  the  sarcasm  (for  .they  have 
both  a.  WGlrld  of  wit)  by  fixing  on  his  rival  the 
odious  appellation  of  Dumplin  Dick !  He  calls 
the  serious  Doctor  Rock,  Dumplin  Dick! 
Head  of  Oonfucius,  what  profanation,  Dump- 
lin Dick  !  What  a  pity,  ye  powers,  that  the 
learned,  who  were  born  mutually  to  assist- in 
enlightening  the  world,  should  thus  differ 
among  themselves,  and  make  even  the  profes- 
sion ridiculous!  Sure  the  world  is  wide  enough^ 
at  least,. for  two  great  personages  to  figure  in  ; 
men  of  science  should  lea  ire  controversy  to  the 
little  world  behxw  them;  and  then  we  might 
see  Rock  and  Franks  walking  together  hand 
in  hjand,  smiling  onw$ird  to  immortality* 

Next  to  these  is  Dr.  Walker,  prepara^or  oi 
his  oyfn  medicines.  This  gentleman  is  re- 
markable for  an  aversion,  to  quacks ;  fre- 
quently cautioning  the  public  to  be  careful 
iuta  what  hands  they  commit  their  safety ;  by 
which  he  would  insinuate  that  if  they  do  not 
employ  him  alone,^  they  must  be  undone.  H,is 
public  spirit  is  equal  to  his  success.    Not  for 
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himselfy  but  htsi  country,  is  the.  gallypot  pfe« 
pared  aad  the  drops  sealed  up,  with  proper 
directions,  for  any  part-of  the  town  or  coim<^ 
try.  All  this  is  for  his  country's  good;  so 
that  he  is  now  grown  old  in  the  practice  of 
physic  and  virtue ;  andy  to  use  his  own  ele<» 
gance  of  expression, '  There  is  not  such  ano^^ 
ihet  medicine  as  his  in  the  world  again.' 

'■  This,  my  friend,  is  a  formidable  triumvirate ; 
and  yet,  formidable  as  they  are,  I  am  resolved 
to  d^end  the  honour  of  Chinese  physic  against 
them  all.  I  have  made  a  vow  to  suibmon 
Doctor  Rock  tp  a  solemu  disputation  in  all 
the  mysteries  of  the  profession,  before  the  face 
of  every  philomath,  student  in  astrology,  and 
member  of  the  learned  societies.  I  adhere  to 
and' venerate  the  doctrines  of  old  Wang-shu* 
ho.  In  the  very  teeth  of  opposition  I  will 
maintain,  Hhat  the  heart  is  the  son  of  the 
livery  which  has  tbeiddnies  for  its  mother,  and 
the  stomach  for  its  wife.*  I  have  therefore 
drawn  up  a  disputation  challenge,  whi<A  is  to 
be  sent  speedily,  to  this  effect. 

I,  Lien  Chi  Altangi,  »,  0^  »♦  fj^^ 
native  of  Honan  in  China,  to  Richard  Rock, 
P.  U.  N.  native  of  Garbage-alley,  in  Wapping, 
defiance.  Though,  Sir,  I  am  perfectly  sen- 
sible of  year  importance,  though  no  stranger 
io  your  istudies  in  the  path  of  nature,  yet  there 

«  See  Ihi  Halde,  roL  ii.  ioL  p.  185. 
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may  be  many  thhvgs'ia  tbe-art  of  physic  with 
which  you  are  y^t  unacquainted.  I  know  full 
well  a  doctor  thou  art^  great  Rock,  and  so  am 
I.  Wherefore  I  ehalleage,  and  do  hereby  in- 
vite you  to  a  trial  of  learning  upon  hard  pro-> 
blems  apd  knotty  physieal  points^  Ib  tibib 
debate  we  will  calmly  im^estigate  tbo  wbpl? 
liieory  and  practice  of  naedieine,  bota:ny,.aiid 
chemistry ;  and  I  iuTite  all  the  philomMhs^ 
wUhnofftniy  of  the  leetureor^  in  mn^dieiliei  to  b^ 
pve6cn4  at  the  disfMDite ;  which:,  I  hope,  wiU  b^ 
eamedl  Ott ..widh  ihie  decorihm,,  witbb.j^opi^f 
gnt\iiiffj  i  woA<  as-  beAts  s»en  o£  eruidUkOiir;  and 
toienoe,  amoi^  lea^h  othes^  But  before  Wjt 
Qdeet  iMdttb  Uc9f  I  would:  tJiulk  publicly » ;ail4 
ia  the  jhce  of  the  whole  wodd^  desire  yoit  t<» 
answer  me  one  question;  I  askiit.  with  llwl 
ilane.  «aTne8tn«iE(i»  witk  which  you  hate  often 
solicited  the  public^  answer,  me,  X  say;  al 
oace,;  without  ha-viilg  nec^^urse  to  youc  physic 
oal  dictixHiary ,  whkb  of  those  three  disorders^ 
ineidflttt  to>tiie  human  body^  is  the  most  fatal^ 
the  synoopey  parenthesisvor  apopieKy  ?  I  bag 
yoinr  riBply  ,maiy  he  as  public  as  this  my  di6«> 
maod.^  I  am,  as  hereafter  may  bd,  your  ad-# 
p>irer  or  yioucriiTal.  Adieu^:'. 

♦  Tlie  dfey  aftfer  Ibis  wai  prublidhed  ttie  editor  teethed 
^n  Ai^swor,  in  whieii  ^0  Doctor  sejemg  to  be  of  opinion  patikt 
ttic  apoplexy  is  most  (atal.  *  " 
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Iniiul^ent  nature  seems  to  haye  exempted  thh 
island  from  many  of  those  epidenne  evils  which 
are  so  fatal  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  A 
want  of  rain  but  a  few  days  beyond  the  ex-^ 
pected  season  in  China,  spreads  famine,  deso<^ 
lation,  and  terror,  over  the  whole  country  $ 
the  winds  that  blow  from  the  brown  bosom  of 
ihe  western  desert  are  impregnated  with  death 
in  every  gale ;  but  in  this  fortunate  Jand  of 
Britain,  the  inhabitant  courts  health  in  every 
breeze,  and  the  husbandman  ever  sowa  in  joy- 
ful e:qpectation. 

But  though  the  nation  be  exempt  from  real 
evils,  think  not,  my  friend,  that  it  is  more  hap« 
py  on  this  account  than  others^  They  are  af- 
flicted, it  is  true,  with  neither  famine  nor  pes- 
tilence, but  then  there  is  a  disorder*  piculiar 
to  the  country,  which  every  season  makes 
strange  ravages  among  them  ;  it  spreads  with 
pestilential  rapidity,  and  infects  almost  every 
rank  of  people ;  what  is  still  more  strange^ 
the  natives  have  no  name  for  this  peculiarvma- 
lady,  though  well  enough  known  to  foreign 
physicians  by  the  appellation  of  epidemic 
terror. 
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A  season  is  never  known  to  pass  in  which 
the  people  are  not  visited  by  this  cruel  cala-* 
mity  in  one  shape  or  another,  seemingly  dif* 
lereut  though  ^ver  the  same :  one  year  it  is* 
sues  from  a  baker's  shop  in  the  shape  of  a 
sixpenny  k>afy  the  next  it  takes  the  appear* 
nnce  of  a  eomet  with  a  fiery  tail,  a  third  it 
threatens  like  a  flat-bottomed  boat,  and  a 
fourth  it  carries  consternation  at  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog.    The  people,  when  once  infected, 
lose  their  relish  for  happiness,  saunter  about 
with  looks  of  despondence,  ask  after  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  day,  and  receive  no  comfort 
but  in,  heightening  each  other's  distress.     It 
is  insignificant  how  remote  or  near,  how  weak 
or  powerful  the  object  of  terror  may  be,  when 
once  they  resolve  to  fright  and  be  frighted, 
the  meerest  trifles  sow  consternation  and  dis- 
may,  each  proportions  his  fears  not  to  the  ob- 
ject, but  to  the  dread  he  discovers  in  the  coun- 
tenance of  others  ;  for  when  once  the  fermenta- 
tion is  begun,  it  goes  on  of  itself,  though  the 
original  cause  be  discontinued  which  first  set 
it  in  motion. 

A  dread  of  mad  dogs  is  the  epidemic  terror 
which  now  prevails,  and  the  whole  nation  is 
at  present  actually  groaning  under  the  ma- 
iignity  of  its  influence.  The  people  sally  from 
their  houses  with  that  circumspection  which 
is  prudent  In  sueJi  as  expect  a  mad  do^  ^t 
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evetf  imimimg.  The  phyMciam  publishes  his 
preseripiion^ihe  beadle  prepares  his  baiter^ 
aiifl  tiem^  of  ttniisualhravery,  arm  ihenselves 
vrith. ^oots  and  buff  gloves,'  in  oi*der.  to.faoe 
flie  eaeiuy  if  be  should  ofier  tel  attack  them. 
Iti  shoi^^'tite  ^fvMile  people  stand  brayvily  upoa 
tfaei>r  d^fence>  and  s>6eni  by  their  ppesent  spirit 
to  ^hew  a  iresdluti^  of  not  being  ^  tamely  bit 
by  'maid  dogs  ^any  longer.- 

Their  manner  of  knoniriiig  whether  a  dog  be 
tnad  or  vot,  somewhat  resemMes  the  ancient 
E/aropeam  custom  of  trying  witches.    The  oM 
woman  stispected  was  tied  band  and  foot  and 
thrown  ihto  the  water.  If  she  swam,  then  slie 
was  instantly  carried  off  to  be  burnt  for  a 
w4>ieh)  if  she  sunk,  then  indeed  she  was  ac^ 
^quitted  of  the  diairge^but  drowned  in  ithe  ex^ 
perime^t.  In  the  same  manner  a  crowd  gatii^ 
round  a  dog  suspected  -of  madne^s^  and  they 
begin  by  teazing  the  dielT^ed  'animal  on  eyery 
side  ;  if  be  attempt  to'  stand  upon  thediefett- 
sive  and  bite,  then  is  he  unanimwnisly  found 
>gui1ty^  for  a  mad  doff  ohMrys  snmp&  at  every 
thing ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  strives  to-  es- 
cape-by running  away,  then  he  can- expect  no 
<{ompassion,/ar  maddags^lnwty^ruusttmffht 
forward  before  them,  r. 
•'■^    Iti^  pleasant;  enough  for  a  neutval  being 
like  me,  'who  have  no  ishare  in  these  ideal  ea- 
lamifties,'  to  mark  the^  stagies  of  (this  Mitttonal 
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disease.  .  Theiihpt^rdt  fMt  feebly-  eht^i^s  t^ith' 
a^  dtisregar^cd  ^  story ^  *  of  a '  little  dogp  that  had 
gone  ithrehgh  ^  neighbouiin  ^  ^illag^y  that  ^fas 
thought  to'  be  mad  by  several  l^h^t  bad  seen 
h)fn.  The^n^xt  aoebuat  conies,  that  ii  mastiiF 
ran  ihifoiigba  oertain  town,  and  had  bit  five 
g^ee^e,  iwhiohiinHDOdtately  run  mad,  f<^med  at 
the  bfll,.'and  diedin  grtat  agonies  soon  after* 
Then  oom^esMan  affecting  history,  of  a  little 
hoy  bit  i^  the. leg,^ and;  gone  down  to  b&  dipt 
m  the  salt  wiartier;i^hen^e  people  have  suf-^ 
Qciently  shiuld^red  at  that,  they  a^e  next  con- 
gealed with  'a)friglitful  account  of  a  ^  ifiaii  who 
was  said  lately  'to  have  died  from  a  bite  h^  had 
received sovtie  y^ar^  before.  '■  This  relation  only 
piSepares  thiBiway  fonanother^  stall  more  hide- 
oHS,  as  hoK^tbe  mftster  of  a  faiinily,  with,  seven . 
small  ehildv^il,  werfe  allbit^  by  a  mad  lap-dog^ 
and  how  ihe  poor  father  first  j^eicerved  the 
infeotipn  by  calling  for  a  draught  of  water, 
where  he  saw  the  lap-dog  aiyiflMiaiiig, in  the 

cup.       ■  ;!   :    •;.■     '  '    '    ^   .'<. '     'i    ■  ■.;... If    ■>     ;     ■"*'^'*  /  ■ 

Whjen  epidetnio'terrorikithus  once  excited^ 

every  m^riiiing  ccnnes  loaded  wit^  some;  new 

di3a9toi!>;i  a^  Ia  stori^  of  gh^osts.^ach  loioes^ito 

heia^  tJbie  adQioiUUit,  thofdgh  iit  only;  torv«9[  to 

make  b^na ;  ^n^fipy,  ^O/  here  each  listens  with 

eag^rA^BS^.^nd^  add^  tor  th^  tUUhgs  :iiew  ohr- 

cufi)8tp^pqe8  of  peculiar:!  horror^.  A  Ja^yt  Cmt 

instWjG^  ip,tM'itjowtey»ii9f  vwy  w^kiiirtrveS) 
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h$»  h^^i  fffig^dd  b]fi:tiibe>bariiiB^of  adof^ 
and  tki^^.i^AS  !  too ire<|iieiidy  happeas.     The 
story  800 ji  i9  impvoved'md  spreads,  that  a 
mad.  dog!  had^  frigbted  a  Letdy  of  dtgtinction. 
Theso  '  circuiBataiioes  begis  to  grow  terrible 
b^ore  tbe;\  have,  reached  the  neighbouring 
¥illag9).  and  there  tha  report  is,  thkt  alady  of 
quaUty  was  biihy  a  mad  liiastiffl    This  Ac- 
count evory  moment,  gathers  new:  strength 
and^ows  more  dismals  as,  it  approaches  the 
capitar,  and,  by  the  tiinmit  has  arrived  in  tawn, 
th^^lady  ifi-  desoribed  with  wild  eyes,  foaming 
m^ttth,  riUnoiaiig  mad  ujkin  ail  fonrs,  barking 
fikeia  dog,  bitiagbeD  servants,  and  at  last 
smothered  between  tw>o  beds  by  the  adviee  of 
her  doctors  :  while  the  mad  mastiff  is  in  the 
mean:  time  ranging  the  whole  eountry  over, 
slavedhagat  the  moiith,.and  .'seeking  whom  he 
may  devour.^ 

My^landlady,  agood-iiatnr^d  woman,  hot  a 
little  erediiloiis,  waked  m^e  some  mornings  ago, 
before  the  usual  hour,  with  horror  and  asto- 
mshment  ini^  her  looks ;  she  desired  me,  if  I 
had  any  jrej^rd  for  mj^  safety^  to  keep  within  ; 
for  afewi  days  ag^  so  dismal  al^i  accident  had 
hai^Mued  as  to  put  all  theWMd  upoii  their 
guard;  A  mad  dog,  dbwn  in  the  eoiintry,  she 
asBuredi me^  had\  bit '  a  fai'iher,  1^0  s'o^n  be« 
eotniDJg^^bad  rati'  intd  his  oWn»  yard  and'  bit  a 
fineiMPinllled  cmi;  •diei6<m'4tikikl$(<be^mea^ 
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mad  as  rthe  'wan^  ihegjkh  ^lo  ^ibatti  'Xt^tfae  tmoath , 
:aiid  fmim^  herself  «p^  liralk&d  flflbtodt  ^n  li^r 
Jiind  legSy'silmetiiBtts^beptdRg^like  a  doj^,  and 
.somiettiBes  attempting' ta  talk  like  tb^  iaritier. 
U|>oii  exatniuihg  the  groonds  of  chia  story,  I 
iiewiid  my  landlady  had  it  from  xme  n^eigbbour, 
•fwho  had  it  from  another?  nmghbour,  who  <b^aird 
it  from  Tery  good  authority. 

Were  moststori^iof  this^natare  thopotighly 
examined,  it  would  be  'found  that 'numbers  <if 
'sueh  as  have  been  said  to  suifer  were  no  way 
iajjured,  nnd  that  oC  tftvose  ivho  ^bft^  b^hae^ 
tually  bilten,iu»ione  in  a  hundred  was4bil  by 
-a  mad  dog.  Sn<:h  accounts  in  general  there- 
'fbreonly  serire  to  viiake  the  people  miserable 
IbyJdtse  terrors,  and  sometimes  fri^t  the  pa- 
4iettt  into  naclt^il  phrenzy ,  by  creating  tfaos^ 
very  3sy mptoms  they^pretended  to  deplore. 

But  even  allowing  ihree  or  four  to  die  in  a 
season  of  this  terrible  death  (aad  four  is  pro- 
bably too  large  a  (concession)  yet  still.it  i;9  net 
considered,  how  many  -are  preserved  in  their 
health  and  in  their  property  by  this  devoted 
animal^s  services,  The  n^icjnight  robber  is 
kept  at  a  distance  ;  the  insidious  thief  is  often 
detected,  the  healthful  chace  repairs  many. a 
iirom  eon^titutie>n,  and  the  poor  itito  finds  iii 
his  dag^  a  ivflling  a^dii^fttit,  ea^r  to  le&seti  his 
toil,  and  ooiltebt  with  the  smail^t  retributiotr. 

<  A  dog,'  says  one^f  this  Etr^H^li  pbets,  '  is 
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^  aa  bcniMt^cfieaiiire,  BhA  I^ta  mfnenAio  dbg«.^ 
Of  aU  ithe  Ibeastd:  .thaib  ^grsUie  tU  lam '  or  bant 
:  the  f<^cbt^adog^i»tUeoblyminialthat^  leaving 
liM  ieitoflvs^^  aittetii|tts  to  dQ|tlTate  tlne/ifirieiul- 
shij^of  oitiiB ;'  to  hian  he  loinks  inail^liis  neces- 
sities m^tli  aiiapaaking  iByafinr  ii^si^ance;^  ex- 
ertsfor  him  all  itbeliltllB  seririoeiniliis  poller 
with  cheerfulness  aiid  pWasosef  for  him  bears 
^iHmina  and  fat^e  inth  .patienee  ^tnd  resigna- 
tioq  ; '  no. (iQJuH^s  can  dbate  ^his  fidelity,  no 
diatrosi^^induee  him  to  forsake  his  beiiefactor ;. 
-studiow  to  please,  and  fearing  to  offend,  he 
,is  stllLan  bumble  stedfastodqpendfiint,  and  in 
hini  filoue  fawning  is > not  lattery.  •  Mam  ua- 
J^i|^4  t^p^ioiptHriQ  tbiSil»iti^f«l  creature,  who 
has  left  t|)6  forest  tOidatim'  tbe^roteotfflU  of 
i))an!  b9^Wvung|rat^f4il.at  orfetjafn  p  Ike!  trusty 
animal  for;  Alljbi^B^viv^si    ;  ,  i.Mvr  Adiaett.' 

^Fratk'LikH  Citi^Attangi  to  Hingpo^py  the 

ivay  of  Moscow. 

For^inic'  proved  not'to'lji  blihit     The   story  of  the  avaricious 

jPii?,  Buf  9jB^a^^ .  are^  fOi^^e^Y^^  .Wind  <mh^  d«- 
sfarib^  J^prjtwp^B  w^thf^JM*  ; sight i ; .  1  iN^  ifl«)il^rate 

Jy  5 , rt^y^r^q bftw,)m  9itlift|',.tc^e  butjfref*ing 
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their  forlUHe,  iveed  nevef  hope  tor'  ftiid  ber ; 
eoquetlikevBh^flieft  from  her  close  pursuers, 
and  at  last  fix^s  i>A  the  jrfodditig  meiihaiiic, 
who  stays  at  home  and  minds  his  business^ 

I  km  amazed  how  men  can  call  her  blind| 
when  by  the  cdmpany  she  keeps  she  seems  so^ 
very  discerning.^  Wherever  you  see-  a  gaming^ 
table,  be  very  sure '  Fortune  is  not  there  ^ 
wherever  you  see  an  bouse  with  the  doors* 
open,  be  very  sure  Fortune  is  not  there ; .  wheii 
you  see  a  man  w'bose  pocket-holes  are  laced* 
with  gold,'  be  satisfied  Fortune  i^  not  there; 
whoever  you  see  a' beautiful  w^oman  gbodr 
natured  and  obliging,  be  cohvinced  Fortune 
is  never  there.  In  short,  she  is  ever  seen^  ac- 
companying indttstry,'and' as  often  trundling 
a  wheelbarrow  as  lollmg:  in  a  cdach  and  six. 

If  you  would  make  Fbttone  ydUr  friend,  dr 

to  personize  her  no  longer  ;  if  yo4J^  desire>  my 

son,  to  be  rich  and  bit ve  moneys  be  mt>re  eager 

to  save  than  to  acquire:  ,wbe»  people  say, 

'  Money  is  to  be  got  here,  alid  nio&ey  is  to  bie 

got  there,  take  no  xu>iyte;  mind  your  own 

business;;  stay  where_  you,  are  ;  and  secure 

all  you  can  get,  without  stirt ingv     When  you 

bear  th^t  your  neighbour  has  picked  iup  a 

purse  of  gokl  in  the  street,  never  runout  iiito 

the  same  street,  Ippking  about  yon  in  ordjer  to 

pic^  up  such  another ;  or  .when  you  are  in-r 

formed  tb»t  he  has  made'  a  fortune.;  jn'oi^ 
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braach  of  bttsineM,  never  dbtmg^  yMr  ^wk  in 
order  to  be  bis  litaL  Do  net  desire  to  be 
rich  ell  at  pnee,  bal;  patiently  add  farthiag  ta 
fartbiftg^.  Perhaps  you  deepiae  the  petty  sum ; 
and  yet  they  ^rbo  waat  a  CidrthiBg,  and  have 
BofrieDd  ttiat  wiU  lead  them  it^  think  farthings 
Tery  good  things.  Whangs  the  foolish  asiUer^ 
when  he  wanted  a  falthing  in  his  distress, 
fottiid  thftt  no  friend  wonki  Imd,  beeansetbey 
knew  he  wanted.  Bid  you  erer  read  the  story 
of  Whang  in  our  booka  of'  Chinese  learning ; 
he  who,  despising  small  sums,  and  grasping 
at  all,  lost  oTen  what  he  had  ? 

Whang  the  miller  was  naturally  avaricious ; 
nobody  loved  money  better  than  he,  or  more 
respected  those  that  had  it.  When  people 
would  talk  of  a  rich  man  in  company,  Whang 
would  aay,  I  know  him  very  well ;  he  and  I 
have  been  long  acquainted  ;  he  and  I  are  in-* 
timate;  he  stood  for  a  child  of  mine :'  bat  if 
ever  a  po^  man  was  mentioned,  he  had  not 
the  least  knowledge  of  the  man  ;  he  might  be 
very  well  for  atf ght  he  knew ;  but  he  was  not 
fond  of  many  acquaintance^,  lind  loved  to 
choose  his  company. 

Whang,  however,  with  all  his  eagerness  for 
riches,  was  in  reality  poor ;  he  had  nothing 
but  the  profits  of  his  mill  to  support  hitn,  but 
though  these  were  small  they  were  certain ; 
while  hie  mill  stood  and  went  bewail  sure  of 
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mating,  and  his  frtigality  was  such,  f^t  he 
every  day  laid  somemoney  by,  winch  he  would; 
at  interrak^^eomitand  oont^nplate  witkiAuch 
satisfaetioD.  Yet  atiU  his  acquisitioas  were 
not  equal  to  his  desires,  he  only  found  hiniself 
above  want,  whereas  he  desired  to  be  iKMS«* 
aessed  of  affluence. 

One  day,  as  he  was  indul^ng  these  wishes, 
he  wafli'  informed  that  a  neighbour  of  his  had 
found  a  pan  of  money  under  ground;  liaTiog 
dreamed  of  it. three  nights  running  before. 
These  tidings  were  daggers  to  the  heart  of 
)poor  Whang.  *  Here  am  i,*  says  he, '  toiling 
and  moiling  from  morning  till  night  for  a  few 
paltry  farthings,  while  neighbour  Hunlcs  only 
goes  quietly  to  bed,  and  dreams  himself  into 
thousands  before  morning*  O  that  I  oould 
dream  like  him,  with  what  pleasure  would  I 
dig  round  the  pan  ;  how  slily  would  I  carry 
it  home ;  not  even  my  wife  should  see  me; 
and  then,  O  the  pleasure  of  thrusting  one's 
hand  into  a  heap  of  gold  up  to  the  elbow  !* 

Such  i^ections  only  served  to  make  the 
miller  unhappy;  hd  discontinued  his  former 
assiduity^  he  was  quite  disgusted  with  sosall 
gains,  and  his '  customers  b^gan  to  forsatce 
iim.  Every  day  he  repeated  the  wish^  ahd 
every  night  laid  himself  down  in  order  to 
dream.  Fortune,  that  was  for  a  long  timo 
unkind,  at  last,  however,  seemed  to  smile  ppon 
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hfs  fiBtresses,  atid  indulged  kiiii '  with  the 
mshed-for  Ttsion.  He  dreamdd,'  tbat  under 
a  certain  •  part  of  the  foundtrtioiL  ef  hia  mill 
there  was  concealed  a  monstrous  pan  of  ^oM 
and  diamonds,  buried  deq>  in  the  groanid, 
and  covered  with  a  large  fiat  stone.  He  rose 
up,  thanked  the  stars  that  were  at  last  pleased 
to  take  pity  on  his  sufferings,  and  coneealed 
Im  good  luck  froiQ  every  person,  as  is  usual 
in  money  dreams,  in  «rder  to  have  tbe  yision 
repeated  the  two  succeeding  nights^  by  whi^h 
he  should  be  certain  of  its  y^raeity.  His  wishes 
in  this  also  were  answered,  he  still  dreamed  of 
the  same  pan  of  money,  in  the  very  same 
place. 

Now,  therefore,  it  was  p^st  a  doubt ;  so 
getting  up  early  the  third  morning,  he  repairs 
alone,  with  a  maUockin  his  hand^  to  the  mill, 
and  began  to  underimae  that  part  of  the  wall 
which  the  vision  directed.     The 'first  omen 
of  success  that  he  met  was  a  broken  mug ; 
digging  stiU  deeper,  he  turns  up'  a  house-tile, 
quite  new  and  entire.    At  last,  after  much 
digging,  he  oame  to  the  btoad  flat  stone,  but 
then  so  large,  that  it  was  beyond  one  man^s 
strength  to  remove  it.     '  Here,-  cried  ,he,  in 
raptures  to  hidasdf,  Vhere  it  is  I  under  this 
stone  there  is  room  for  a  very  lai^ge  pan  of 
diamonds  indeed,    I  must  e* en  go  home  to 
my  wife,  and  tell  her  the  whole  affair^  and  get 
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her  t6  assist  me  in  turniti^  it  up.^  Away, 
therefore,  he  goes,  and  acqus^ints  his^vife  tvith 
every  circumstance  of  their  good  fortune. 
-Her  raptures  on  tMs  occasion  easily  may  be 
imagined,  she  flew  round  his  neclE,  and  em- 
braced him  in  an  agoiiy  of  joy ;  but  those  trans- 
ports, hoiivever,  did  not  delay  tbeir  eagerness 
to  know  the  exact. sum;  returning,  therefore, 
speedily  together  to  the  place  where  Whang 
had  been  digging,  there  they  found,  not  indeed 
the  expected  tveasu^e,  but  the  mill,  their  only 
support,  undermined,  and  fallen.        Adieu; 
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From  Lien  Chi  Attangij  to  Fum  Hoam^Jlrst 
^  President  of  the  Ceremonial^  Academy  at 

Pekin.  in  China, 

■  ■..**.■  < 


Th6  shabby  beau,  tlie  man  in  black,  the  Chinese  philosopher,  9(,^ 
.  -1      atVa^^aVl.  ?  i 


Th:£  People  oC  X4>ndiaii«  stre  as  fond  of  walking 
as  our  friends;  aVPekin  of  ridin-g;  one  of  the 
prineipal  entertainments  of  the  citizens  here 
lasiifiim^v,  is:  4o  repair,  abOAit  nightfall,  to  a 
garden  Wt  far  Jrom. town,. ?wher^ they  walk 
^j^b'mt,  sh«w  thjeir  best  elotbes  aad  best  face<f, 
altdrJiillLepCa  ft  concert  provided  for  theoeca^ 

;I  a^e|^ted  an  invitaiiQUr  ^  f^^  eyenings 
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ago  from  my  old  feiond,  the  .mam. in  blacky  to» 
be^osie  of  a  party  that  watsio/ sup  there,  and 
at  the  ap)poit»ted  hour  waited  upon  him  Bt  his 
40d^ngs.  There  I  found  the  oompaay  astern- 
Ued  and  expecting  my.  arrival.  Onr  pttrty 
consisted  of  my  friend,  in  sttpeclative  finery, 
his  stoi^ngs  rolled  :  a  blac4t  velvet  waistcoat, 
which  was  formerly  new ;  and  a  grey  wig, 
4u>mbed  down  in  itnitalion  of  hair*  A  pavm- 
broker's  widow,  of  whom,  by  /tt»  bj^,  i»y 
f  riend  was  a  profe^ed  admirer,  dressed  oat  in 
green  damask,  with  three  gsold.  rings  4>nev€9ry 
finger.  Mr.  Tibbs,  the  second-rate  beau,  I 
have  formerly  desicribed,  together  with  his 
lady,  in  flimsy  silk,  dirty  gauze  instead  gf 
linen,  and  a  hat  as  big  as  an  umbrella. 

Our  first  difiiculty  was  in  srettling  how  we 
should  set  out.  Mrs.  Tibbs  had  a  natural 
aversion  to  the  water,  and  the  widow  being  a 
little  in  flesh,  as  warmly  protested  against 
walking ;  a  coach  was  therefore  a^eed  upon, 
which  ^eing  tob  «i»all  to^nry  fitve,  Mir.  T^bs 
consented  to  sit  in  hisi?«vife^s'lap. 

In  this  nianner,  therefore,  we  set  forward, 
being  tentertained  by  the  way  with  the  <boding<s 
of  Mjr,./ribbB,  who  as^it^  us  he  did  not  ex- 
pect to  see  ji  single  er€latiii^efl>r  <lbe'  evening 
^ove  the  degree  of  a  cheesemonger '  i  that  tliis 
was  the  last  night  of  the  gardens,  and  th&t 
consequently  we  should  be  pestered  with  the 


nobitity  aad  gentry  from  Thames-street  and 
Crooked -lane,  with  se:v:eral  other  prophetic 
ejaculations,  probably  inspired  by  the  uneasi'* 
aess  of  his  situation. 

The  illuminations  began  before  we  arriTed, 
and  I  must  confess  that,  upon  entering  the 
gardens,  I  found  e^ery  sense  overpaid  with 
more  than  expected  pleasure  ;  the  lights  every 
where  glimmering  through  the  scarcely  moving 
trees  f  the  full  bodied  concert  bursting  on  tiie 
stillness  of  the  night ;  the  natural  concert  of 
the  birds,.in  the  more  retired  part  of  the  grove, 
vying "witii  thai  which  was  formed  by  art ;  the 
company  ^ayly-dressed  looking  satisfaction  y 
and  the  tables  spread  witii  various  delicacies, 
all  conspired  to  fill  my  imagination  with  the^ 
visionary  happiness  of  the  Arabian  lawgiver^ 
and  lifted; me  into>  an  ecstacy  of  admiration. 
^  Head  of  Confucius,'  cried  I  to  my  friend, 
'^  this  is  fine!  this  unites  rural  beauty  with 
courtly  magnificence :  if  We  except  the  virgins 
of  immortality  /that  hang  on  every  tree,  and 
may  he  plucked  at  every  desire,  I  do  not  see 
bow  this  i^is  ^hort  of  Mahoinet's  paradise  !* 
*  As  for  virgins,'  cries  my  friend,  *  it  is  truej 
they  are  a  fruit  that  do  not  much  aboimd  in 
our  gardens  here;  but  if  ladies  ias  plenty  as 
apples  ip  autumn,  audi  as  complying  as  any 
hoiiry  of  them  tdl^  cah  <€ontiNi4  you,  I  fanoy  wti 
have  no  need  to  go  4c(  heavstn  fan  pamdis^^?   w^ 
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'  I  was  going  to  second  bis  rematks,  when 
we  were  called  to  a  consultation  by  Mr.  Tibbs, 
aiid  tbe  rest  of  the  company,  to  know  in  what 
manner  we  were  to  lay  out  theevening  to  the 
greatest  ad  vantage.  Mrs,  Tibbs  was  for  keep- 
ing the  genteel  walk  of  the  garden,  where,  she 
observed,  there  was  always  the  very  best  com- 
pany;  the  widow,  on  the  contrary,  who  came 
but  once  a  season,  was  for  securing  a  good 
standing  place  to  see  the  water  works,  which 
she  a^sured'us  would  begin  in  less  than  an 
hour  at  furthest;  a  dispute  therefore  began, 
and  as  it  was  managed  between  two  of  very 
opposite  characters^  it  threatened:  to  grow 
more  bitter  at  every  reply.-  Mrs.  Tibbs  won- 
dered how  people  could  pretend  to  know  the 
polite  world  who  had  received  all  their  rudi- 
ments of  breeding  behind  a  compter ;  to  which 
the  other  replied,  ^  that  though  somie  people 
sat  behind  compters,  yet  they  could  sit  at  the 
head  of  their  own  tables  too,  and  carve  three 
good  dishes  of  hot  meat  whenever  they  thought 
proper,  which  was  more  thah  some  people 
could  say  for  themselves,  that  hardly  knew  a 
rabbit  and  onions  from  a  green  goose  and 
gooseberries.' 

It  is  hard  to  say  where  this  might  have 

ended,  had,  not  the  husband,  who  probably 

knew  the  impetuosity  of  his  Wife's  disposition, 

proposed  to  end  the  dispute  by  adjourning  to 
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a  box^Md  try  H  thtre  wai  any  tliiiig.  to  h4 
had  for  supper  tb«i  wss  supportaUe.  To  tkts 
we  all  consented;  bot  here  a  ne^'  distress 
tttose :  Mr. iMd  Mrsi  Tibbs  wsiOld  shin  non^ 
but  a  gienteel  box,  a  be!l  where  they  ilii]|^ht  see 
Hhd  be  seeo  ;  oHe^  as  they  expressed  it,  Id  the 
rery  focus  of  paUic  Tiew :  but  suoh  a  box  wai 
not  easy  to  be  obtained ;  for  thoQj^h  We  were 
yierfeotly  eon^ineed  ef  our  own  gentility,  and 
tile  gentility  of  our  appearance,  yet  we  found 
it  a  difficult  matter  to  persliade  the  keepers  of 
the  boles  to  be  of  enr  opinion  ;  they  oho9e  t6 
reserTe  getiteel  boxes  for  what  they  judged 
fltore  genteel  company. 

At  last,  however,  we  were  fixed,  though 
somewhat  obseurely^  and  supplied  wiUi  the 
usual  ^atertaiument  of  tbe  pifioev  The  widow 
feand  the  supper  excellent)  but  Mrs.  Tibbs 
thought  erery  thing  detestable :  *  Cotne,  eome> 
my  delir,*  cries  the  fawisbatfdy  by^ay  of  con* 
eolation,  *  to  be  sure  we  ca«^t  ^d  saeh  dress- 
ing he«*eatt  weh$ve  a/t  Lord  Ci^Ottp^sor  Lady 
Crimp's  ^  but  flor  Vauxball  ^jMsAng  it  is 
pretty  good  :  it  lis  not  t^rviotnaJs  i^d^^d  I 
find  fault  withy  bnt  Ibete'  wi^ne ;  ^ibeit  wine*,' 
eries  he,  drinteiag^  a  glaer#,  indeed  is  most 
abomnabW 

By  this  last  conti>a^tioti)  the  wid*ew  was 

fairiy  conquered  in  point  of  poIHenf^s^.     6b^ 

petcerred  npw  that  she  had  tioptfefensions  in 
Vol,  lu  G 
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tbe.worM.to  taste^  btr  rmry  Beoses  were  imU 
gar,<8li[ice«lM  had  pratted  detestable  custard^ 
aiid*»]i)baGked  at  wretched  wiae ;  she  ¥ras  there- 
fore eonteiit  ie  yield  the  yictory,  aild  for  the 
test  of  the  night  to  Ikfen  and  Improre.  It 
4s  true  Ah  w^mld  now  and  then  forgiet  herself, 
and  confess  'she  was  .pleased ;  but  they  soon 
broug'ht  her  back  again  to  miserable  refine- 
ment. She  once  praised  the  painting  of  the 
bos:  in  >whiek  we  were  sitting  ;  bat  was  soon 
oon'viiiced  that  auch  paltry  pieces  ought  rattier 
4o  exoite  -horror  ithan  satis&otioa ;  she  Ten^ 
lured  again  to  commend  one  of  the  singers  ; 
but  Mrs.  Tibbs  soon  let/her  know^  in  thestyle 
lOf  u  •eonneisseur,  that  il^e  singer  in  ^ques^ion 
•had  neither  ear,  Toioe>  npr  judgnient. 

MnV^bbs^now  willing  to  proi»  that  his 
wife^s  pretensions  to  music  were  just,  entreated 
her  to  favour  the  company  with  a  song;  but 
to  this  she  guve  a  positiye  denial ;  ^fory4>u 
know  tery  well,  my  dear,'  says  she,r^<thsy|  I 
am  jnot  in'.yoice  tof-day,  and  when  one's  Toiee 
ji$  m)teqaal,to  O^e's  judgment,  what  signifies 
singing ;  brides,  sns  there  is  no  accompaiii* 
meiit,  it  ^would  be  hut  spaifhog  music'  AU 
these  .exxMises^  however,  were  o venrUled  by  the 
rest  of  the  company,  who,  though  oneimmld 
think,  tl^y .  already  :bad  music  enough,  joined 
in  the  intre^ity.  But  ipartiqularly  the  widbw^ 
now  willing  to  convince  tfa^jCQm^ny.of  hei 
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breeding,  pressed  90  mnrmlsr^ittot  ahe .  s^imd 
det^nniaed  to- take  jan^refusid.  .At;laiE(t  then 
the  lady  €09ipUedy.and  alter  ]i«wviinf;  fjo^ 
80Btie  minutea, ^begaiv  wUh  aueb  a  Viepif^e^^od 
auch^affeG^tioit,  as,,  I  cciidd  pei^e|)f e^ ^a^X^ 
but  little  sati^aotioti  to ^aa y  e^o^i^i  hm ,  1mii|-> 
baad.  He  aat  wth.  rapture  in  bia  e^/e^i  a»4 
beat  tiaae  with  bis  lMU»d  ^mi  tbe  t^le.,  >  ;  ,  . 
,  Yoamust  dbsenve^myfirieiid^tbat  it,<i^  the 
oastom  of  thise/Diuitryy  wb)i^ a  lady  of  i^oa^ 
tiienaa  bappeoa  to  aing^lor  tfii^:  e^mpW'y  to 
ait  as  mute  and  motionless  as  statues.  Every 
feaitife,  e^ety.Hmb,  fl»iiatfl^aii»  tc^jcarreapond 
ia  §mA  tMemijtWf  atid  wbile^  ths  aoAff/  cqh- 
tiMiaa  tbey  ateilorwiaio  U^fi  9tata  of  univ^r-^ 
aal  patceftiotioa.  In  tbi^  im^MrtifyiH^  # illiatioii. 
^6  bad  eontittuedJar  noma  tw^  list^piag;  to 
dieaoB|;,aftd  loiokinig^>irlth  tvaiHiailUty^.wben 
Ite  master  of  tbe  ba$  cai9e.t04i<(afiQ;ua^tba;fc 
tba  imter-^works  l¥are^going  to^begjuvu^  At 
thia  inibrmation  I  eoiiM  i  instantly  .paroei>v:e 
tile  i?idK^9i^  bouQce  from  ber  aiQii  •  b|it,)  oof  ^' 
rBCtiftg  b^raalfr  sbe  aat  dowa^  agaiiiy  f apipoMed 
by  motives  of  good  braadinur  iAI^  Tibba^ 
wbo  bad  seen  ibe  Trater•^wori(a  an  ibtedf ad . 
timeS)  Fea^^ing!  not  tar  be^mti^napted|.eaii9«' 
tiB«ed  baracmg  witbout anysblinatafrfli'ai^lB^ 
nor  bad  tbe  smallest  pity  on  our  impatianda^ 
The  widoiv's  face,  I  own,  gave  me  bigb  en- 
tertainment ^  in  it  I  could  plainly  read  tbe 
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•tmggle  she  Mi  tieliMMi >f  bo44>r^ediii9  snd 

curiosity  ;  Ae  IftUcod^of^he  wat^^wofks  the 

whole  eirefiia^  before,  end  seemeA  to  liaT« 

come  merely  ki  order  to  see  them ;  but  then 

she  could  riot' bovnee  out  inthe  rery  middle 

of  a^dng,  fiyrtbat  would  be  >ferfeitiiig  all  pirt^ 

tensions  te  hig^'h  ttfe,  or  higlvJired  eompaayy 

oTor  after;  Mrs,  'Tibbs  therefore  kept  on  siiifif* 

itig,  and  'we  cMtlnued  to  listen,  ^H^  l^t, 

when  Ibe  ^ng  was  just  ooncluded,  tl|s  waiter 

eam^toinforrm^ns  tiatthe  s^atoT'^wpi^s  ware 

dn^er.  '     •■•  '  '  «  ;  .  - 

^  ^  Th€f  Wiltei^-iimrks  ^mie  V  dried' the  widewy 

^the  i<miet. w^ks  bt%r  nlpeady,  A^^  ^  impon^ 

sible;  they  oinH  be  OTtir  eo^  seen  i^    ^  it  hi  nwlt 

S^y  bnsta«ii^^N|4ied  th&« fellow,^ tbotel^ 

(Kot  your  iadyi^is  PH  iwi  ngain  *  and  see  j^ 

he  wenCi  and  seiyn  retMm^  wlft  a  esnftMMtnMs 

of  the  ditfmaS'tldingn;    N»^  oeremany  ooidd 

imTw  biniil  nhy  frtendHi  dtsappisinted  goolistress, 

she  testified  >  iisr  '■  disfAeasure  in  the  bpenest 

mi^ner  ('4n  Miorti  she  noii^  began  to^ Add  faolt 

ik  tinm,  and ^^lasS  insisted  upon  gofaigiiwne, 

jKet  >nit  tiye  timn  that  Ur,  and  Bins.  Tlbbs^ 

aiisnlred^tthe:  ooinpainy^  that  the^  pelilis  lo«rs 

were  g(ilng(tobe9Bnv4iMt  that  tke^lddienTimild: 

ieflantAnbonsiy  ^^'ontertdined  with  the  Uornc*  > 

Adinnk''''r'ii  'i^n-    -»   r'l  ■         .  -  :.-;         -    . 


FROV  THB  SAMB4 


The  marriage  act  ceanoredU 


l^or  fiur  fvoHt  tiiis  city  li¥«9  a  po<Nr  iMik«r^  wk« 
bia  eduMkted  seve»  sons^  iidl  at  iMs  ^ery  time 
ia  anus  aad  &g^xti»g  Ibif  .their  eouatry^  aad 
what  reirard  do  you  thiok  haa  the  tinker  fran 
4im  atatf  for  sucdi  impottaat  services  ?  NoM 
hi' the  world  ;  Ms  sons^  when  the  war  a«  oyer, 
nwy  prcrbaMy  be  whipt  from  parUh  to  parish 
as  Wgaboflds,  nd  ther  iAA  mtf/^,  wbett  past 
lahaur^Hvay  die  a  ptisaaer  ia  somehjoasaof 
eoprecttlon. 

Sfach  a  worthy  sahjedt'  ia  €hiaawtaUl  he 
heldifl  aai^ensal  re«er8ii0e;  hia  siwriices  we  aid 
be  f^Nrardksd,  if  not  witir  digmtiea^.at  leaat 
widk  sm  etati^ptien^ftinD  khiMir ;  ha woidd  take 
the tefthand  at  feaatsiy asttAiimMmmem  them* 
setrea  weald  be  pretad-  ta  sha#  their  suhBii»*> 
flOODL  The.  fingliBh  IaEwa.p«iiiah  Tideif  tfke 
CSWaese  lawst  da  mere^  iheyrrewatditirtae  1 

Cpesideriiiip  the  Utde  encasWagMaat  i^^ 

to  malEiereiiyr  besre^  I  oai  itctt  aar^ned  at  tibe 

dieeoaragew^iiiagireiitorprapaijatsmi;  WioiiU 

yea  helieae  ify  »y  dear  rFiim  Hoain,  these  ase 

hiwa  made^  Wfaioh  everi  fischid  the  pnopltf k 

Idarryhi^  each  otiwr .    B^  {h»  heasl  of-  Canfa* 

ciusy  irjtistJLol  ^  tk^re  aee  auchlawn^iB  faeilte 

o  3 
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here ;  and  yet  th^  lawfiTera  hare  neitber 
been  instructed  among  tlie  Hottentots,  nor 
imbibed  their  principles -of  equity  from  the  na- 
tives of  Anamaboo. 

There  are  laws  which  ordain,  that  no  man 
shall  marry  a  woman  agninst  her^iwn  omsent. 
This,  thoiii^h  contirary  to  what  we  are  tftoi^t 
in  Asia^  and  though  in  s^me  measare  aelog 
upon  matrimony,  I  have  no  fpr^at  bbjeetioB  ta. 
There  are  laws  which  ordain,  that  n||  woman 
shall  marry  ac^ainst  her  fiather  and  mother's 
eensent,  unless  arrived  at  an  age  of  materity ; 
by  wUch  isiVUfiderstood:  those  years  when^wo^ 
men  with  us  are  genendiy  {Mist  child-bearkfg* 
This  must  be  a  clog  upon  matrimony,  as  it  is 
more  dyfieult  for  the  lover  to  pleasi»  tlnree 
ittaaone,  and  muck  more  difficult  itopkaae  old 
^)e(0^1e  than  young  ones ^  The ,  la^s  -  ordain, 
^hat'lbe  consenting  couple  shalltal^ea  long 
time^  to  consider  ^before  they  .marry ;  tUs  Js 
a  irery  great  cWg,  because  peo^e  love  to  have 
all  rasltadions  done  in  a  faiwy.  It  ia  or^ 
dained,  tibAt  allmarsiageashattbeproelaimed 
before  celebeation ;  'this  is  a  severe  clog^  as 
Mianyare  ashane&to  have  thek  masriagamade 
ipuUic,  fpom  motives  of  vicious  modesty ,^  and 
inany  afraid  from  views  ^  temporal  itttenss^ 
rt  is  ordained,  Uiat  there  is  nothing  sacred  in 
il|e  ceremony ^  but  that  it.  may  be  dissolved  to 
dt  intents  aiid  purposes  bjr  the  authoidty  of 


CrUflSK  OV  TBS  WOBLB.  67 

any  etyil  magistrate.  Asd  yet  opposite  tc^  this, 
it  is  ordained,  that  the  priest  shall  be  paid  a 
large  sum  <tf  money  Tor  granting  his  sacred 
permission. 

Thus  you  see,  my  friend,  that  nmtrimony 
h^rel  is  hedged  round  with  so  many  obstrclc- 
tions^  that  those  who  are  willing  to  break 
through  or  surmount  them  must  be  contented^ 
if  at  last  they  find  it  a  bed  of  thorns.  The 
laws  arf  not  to  blame,  for  they  have  deterred 
the  people  from  engaging  as  much  as  they 
could.  It  is  indeed  become  a  Tery  serious 
affisiir  in  England,  and  none  but  serious  people 
are  generally  found  willing  to  engage.  The 
young,  the  gay,  and  the  beautiful,  who  have 
molives  of  passiop  only  to  induce  them,  are 
seldom  found  to  embark^  as  those  inducements 
are  taken  away,  and  none  but  the  old,  the 
ugly,  and  the  mercenary,  are  seen  to  unite, 
who,  if  they  have;  posterity  at  all^  will  proba- 
bly be  an  ill-favoured  race  like  themselves. 

What  gaire  rise  to  those  laws  might  luive 
been  somesuch  accidents  as  these.  It  8<Nne- 
times  happened,  that  a  miser ,^  who  had  spent 
all  his  youth  in  shaping  up  money  to  give  hin 
daughter  sudtk  a  fortune  as  might  get  her  a 
mandarine  Imsband,  found  his  expectations 
disappointed  at  last,  by  her  running  away 
:?Rithhis  f potman  :  this  must  have  been  a  sad 
shock  to  the  po<N:  disconsolate  par^ut,  to  see 
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bii  pMr  dawghttf  in  a  ene^orte  ohaiito,  wlm 
heliaddesii^iiedfaerforaeottofafibdanit  vfhat 
a  strc^e  froia  ProYid«nc« !  tm  Me  bis  dear 
money  go  to  enrich  alieggar :  all  nslare  cried 
out  at  the  profanation  ! 

It  sdmetimcs  happened  also,  tilal  a  hidj^ 
who  had  inhetited  ail  the  titlea  and!  alt  the 
nerToas  Gomplaivts  of  nobilUy,  thought  ftl 
io  impair  her  dignity  and  mead  hmt  eosstttu^ 
lioa  by  marrying  a  former ;  tiiis  must  ba^e 
been  a  sad  riiwck  to  her  inconMlable  relatione, 
to  see  so  fine  a  flower  snatched  from  a  flourieh-' 
ing  family,  and  pbmted  in  a  dunghiU  ;  Ibis 
was  an  absohrte  inversiiin  of  the  first  pvinei-' 
pies  of  things. 

in  order,  there&re,  te  fveftat  the  great 
ttmm  being  thne  contaminated  by  Talgsr  al- 
liance, the  obstacka  to  WKtrimony  taaire  been 
9a  contrived,  that  the  rich  only^cani  raan^y 
amongpst  the  rich,  and  thr  poor,  who  wewtd 
lear«  ceMbaey,  muat  be  content  to  imorease 
their  poverty  witb  a  wife.  Thas  ha^e  their 
laws  fairly  invierted  the  indaeements^  fo'm»- 
trifmeny.  Nature' tellsi  iis,  that  bewwty  is  Hne 
proper  atiniement  of  tfaosfa  whoi  are  rieb^  and 
maa^y  of  those  who  are  peer  ;  bat  liif»gs  here 
are  so  contrived,  that  the  ridi  ar&iaviled'ta^ 
marry  by  that  fortune  whieh^  they  de*  not  WflffI, 
andKhe  poor  haif^  ao^  induaemeat  bM  tte^ 
beawty  iffhich)  they  dof  aat  feelL 


CAQiitry  «T«r  ec»i«tiiatea  Ua Jbappines^.  Great 
weaUh  in  the  posseseaoga  of  one  stapp^ies^  i^tid 
^i^ireme  porertjr  ifith  another  keeps  bi«i  ia 
iiaamhitiotts  lodigeDee ;  hut  the  moderately 
riob  tre  genfeBaUiy  actii^e :  not  too  &r  n^noTod 
from  poFerty  to  fear  ks  oabunities,  oor  tea 
near  extreme  umalth  to  •slacken  the  m^rre  of 
labour^  they  ne^^lul  etill  between  both  in  su 
aiale  4>f  cpnUnaal  flttotaation.  How  mpo)itie»; 
th^mntfore,  are  those  laws  which  pronote  the 
accwMdattoh  of  weakh  among  the  rich»  moro^ 
impolitie  still  in  attempting  to  increase  the 
vopsBBBum  #a  ipaifisfty* 

-  BaosfD^the  Bngliah  phUesiipher^  oosapaiWi 
ubmkjrio  mmnrntB ;  if  .gathered  iahcapa^saya 
hc^  it  does  jio  good  ;.  on  the  contissry,  it  bs«» 
coraea  offimsm.  Bui  being  spread,  though 
never  so  thinly^  orer  th^  surface  of  jthe  earthy 
it  eaiM^  the  whole  country.  Thus  the 
wealth  a  Kaiion  ^saesaes  jnust  eaqpatiale^  or 
itdf  of ! no. be»ei4. to  the  publio;  Jt  beootuca 
richer  aiigrie^Faacey  Where  matrimonial  laws- 
tfaw  eonfilie  it  to  alew. 

B»t  thii'  restraint  upon  roatriinottial  e<nQ« 
miUMtyy  o^ren  oonsidered  in  a  physioal  light, 
iS'  ii^avious.  As  those  who  rear  up  animals 
tike  ril  pesidible  pains  to  cross  the  sli^ain  in 
ocder^o  hnproiFo  the  breed :  so  in  those  eoun- 
tries,  where  marriage  is  most  free,  the  ioha^ 
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bilants  are  found  every  age  td  ioipreve  in 
stature  and  in  beauty ;  dn  the  contrary,  where 
it  is  confined  to  a  cast,  a  tribe,  or  an  hdrde, 
as  ann^ng  the  Oaurs,  the  Jew^,  or  thd  Tartars, 
each  dmsidn  soon  assumes  a  family  likeness^ 
and  erery  tribe  degenerates  into'  pecnKir  de-' 
fermity.  Hence  it  nay^  be  easily  infj^rredy 
that  if  the  mandarines  here  are^resdiGed  oaly 
to  marry  among  each  other,  tihey  VflU  soon 
produce  a  posterity  with  nraadarine faces;  and 
we  shall  seethe  heir  of  somehotiourable  Aimlj 
scarcely  equal  to  the  abortioil  of  a  OMntrjr 
ftirmer. 

.  These  are  a  few  of  the  pbstoeles  toiiBMPriag^> 
Imt^  and  it  is  certain,  they  have  in  some  nMa- 
mre  Muiwered  the  .end^  for  eeKbai^  >is  bedi; 
firequent  and  fashionable.  Old  bachelors  ap^i 
pear  abroad  without  a  mask,  and  old  maids, 
my  dear  Fum  Hoam,  haye  been  absidutely 
known  to  ogle.  To-coiifesa  iu  Mendihiij^^^;^  if 
I  were  an  Englishman,  I  ftiney  I  sheuld  be  an^ 
old  bachelor  myself^;  I  should Bever^findceu^: 
rage  to  run  through  allftbe  adiventurespre* 
scribed  by  the  law.  I  cofuld  submit  to.  court 
my  mistress  herself  -  upon .  reaaonaUe  tenms  ; 
but  to  court  her  father,  het  iiioilier>  and  r  loog; 
tribe  of  comins,  aunts,  and  rdatioQSt^and  thien 
Sitaud  the  butt  of  a  whole  country  ehiulah ;  1 
wauld  as  sdCMn  turn  tail  aadoAtiM  l<^^i<>'^r 
grandaMtb^« 
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.    I  iGMk  0oiicei^e  Ha  ^ter  reasoB  for  tbtis  loudly 

iiq^  mairiiBoay  with  so  inany  prohibitioni^ 

ujiless  it  be  tbat  the  OQuntry  waa  tboagbt  al«> 

irea4y.too  pofulpas,  a^d  this  was  found  to  be 

ihe  most  efiectual  pi€#as  of  thiniiing  it.    If 

.tbis  was  the  motive,  I  pannot  but  congratulate 

,the  wise  proctors  on  the  sueoess  of  their 

aiDheme.    Hail,  O  ye .  dim-sighted  politicians, 

ye  weeders  pf  mep  !    'Tis  yours  to  clip  the 

icing  of  industry,  and  j  conyert  Hymen  to  a 

htfik^r,  ."l^s. yours  to  bcdhold  small  objects 

iwith,  a  mi^osoopic  eye,  but  to  be  blind  to 

ihose^hich  require  an  extentof  vision*    'Tis 

youl^^  0.  ye  disedrners  of  mankind,  to  lay  the 

l|ae:bietween  3ooiety,  and  weakpn  that  forc^ 

}^y  dividiiig^  which  should  bind  with  united 

Tigoqr.    'Tis  yours  to  introduce  national  real 

distress,  in  order  to  aToid  the  imaginary  disr 

Ireisises  ^  a  few-    Your  actions  can  be  justir 

£ed  by,  a  hundred  reasons  like  truth,  they  can 

be  opposed  by  but  a.  few  reasons,  and  those 

reas^i^arOftrue.    Farewell, 
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tkam  JUm  CM  AUcmgif  to  BmgfQy  %  t\^ 

way  of  Mqscow^ 


late  endeared  by  age> 


AoE  l;h«t  leasens  thie  eigoyirient  «f  Kfe  in^ 
creases  our  desire  ef  Itidng.    Those  di^ngers^ 
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m Um  tif Mt  of  jf««tb^  welMid  iMnmed 
Iti'  diespiM)  aMume  new  t^rr^mat  we  gtow 
-M^  Oor  cdU'tiOE  iMreastBg  as  omt  yemn  m- 
ctemtf  feftr  becomes  at  hiat  tk«  pf^ailiof 
pasaMn  df  %ht  mind ;  and  ih^  small  FeaMiiid^ 
of  life  Is  taken  up  in  urtt^eas  eflbrta  to  keepr  off 
oaf  end,  or  provide  fot  a  eimiiaiMd  eEiatettee. 

Strang  eontFadiction  iu  oar '  nature)  «t4  ta 
wMeh  tym  ike  wiae  are  liable !  If  I  ahoiild 
judge  ^  that  part  cf  life  wUafar  liea  before  me 
by  that  wMeli  1  have  already  seeii,  the  proa* 
pect  i»  bideeits*  Experience  tiHIa  mei  tliat 
toy  past  enjeynentsi  ha^e  brovght  no  real  fe^ 
licity ;  anct  senaatiioo  assures  me,  tbat  ilM>se 
I  tia^e  felt  are  strongeir  tban^  those  whiek'Sire 
yet  to  eoRie.  Yet  eisperience  and  sensatioa 
in  tain  persuade ;  hope,  more  powerful  fh^ A 
either,  dresses  out  the  distant  prb^pect  in -fan- 
eied  beauty,  some  happiness  in  long  per^^ 
spectiTe  still  beckons  me  to  pursue,  and,  like 
a  losing  gamester,  every  new  disappointment 
increases  my  ardour  to  continue  the  game. 

Whence,  my  friend,  tliis  increased  loTe  of 
life,  which  grows  upon  ue  with  our  years ; 
whenee  comes  it,  that  we  must  tbas^ttiake 
greater  efforts  to  preserve  our  existence,  at  a 
period  when  it  becomes  scarcely  worth  the 
keeping  ?  Is  it  thi^  ufiittFe,  attentive  to  the 
^serration  of  maidand,  inepaaaei  ow  wbkes 
t^^Mvoi  while  steleasens^  our  eijeynMita;  and 
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as  sbe  robs^tlM  senses  of  every  pleasure,«qHips 
imagination  in  the  spoil  i  Ldfe  would  be  in- 
supportable to  an  eld  man,  who,  loaded  with 
infirmities,  feared  death  no  more  than  when 
in  tlie  vigour  of  manhood  ;  the  numberless 
calamities  of  decaying  nature,  and  the  con- 
sciousness of  surviving  every  pleasure,  Would 
at  once  induce  him  with  his  own  hand- to  ter- 
minate the  scene  of  misery;  but  happily  the 
contempt  of  death  forsakes  him  at  a  time  when 
it  could  be  only  prejudicial ;  and  life  ac<|^irei$ 
an  imaginary  value,  in  proportion  as  it  it«  real 
value  is  no  more. 

Our  attachment  to  every  object  around  us 
increa9e»,  in  general,  from  the  length  of  out 
acquaintance  with  it.  I  would  not  choose, 
says  a  French  pMloiSopher,  to  see  an  old  post 
pulled  up.  With  which  I  had  been  long  ac^ 
quainted.  A  mifid  long  habituated  to  a  cer- 
tain set  of  objects,  insensibly  becomes  fond  of 
seeiag  them  ^  visits  them  from  habit,  and  parts 
from  them  with  reluctance  f  hence  proceeds 
the  avarice  ^f  the  old  in  every  kind  of  pos- 
session. '  They  love  the  world  and  all  that  it 
produces^;  they  love  life  and  all  its  advantages  ; 
not  because  it  gives  them  pleasure,  but  be^ 
cause  they  have  known  it  long> 

Ohinvang  the  Chaste,  ascending  the  throne 
of  China,  commanded  that  all  who  trere  un- 
justly detained  in  prison,  during  the  preceding 

Vol.  II.  H 
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reigiu,  should  be  set  free.    Anioiig  the  num- 
\>&t  who  came  to  thank  their  deliTorer  on  this 
occasion,  there  appeared  a  niajeatic  old  man, 
vfhOf  falling  at  the  emperor's  feet,  addressed 
him  as  follows :  *  Great  father  at  China,  be* 
hold  a  wretch,  now  eighty-five  years  old,  who 
was  shut  up  in  a  dungeon,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two.    I  was  imprisoned,  though  a  stranger 
to  crime,  or  without  being  even  confronted  by 
my  accusers*     I  have  now  lived  in  solitude 
and  in  darkness  for  more  than  fifty  years,  and 
am  grown  familiar  with  distress^     As   yet 
dazzled  with  the  splendour  of  that  sun   to 
whicli  you  have  restored  me,  I  haye  been  wan- 
dering the  streets  to  find  some  friend  that 
would  assist,  or  relieve,  or  remember  me  ;  but 
my  friends,  my  family,  and  relations,  are  all 
dead,  and  I  am  forgotten.     Permit  me  then, 
O  Chinvang,to  wear  out  the  wretched  remains 
of    life  in  my  former  prison ;   the  walls  of 
my  dungeon  are  to  me  more  j^asing  than  the 
most  splendid  palace  :  I  have  not  long  to  live, 
and  shall  be  unhappy  esccept  I  spend  the  rest 
of  my  days  where  |ny  youUi  was  passed ;  in 
that,  prison  from  which  you  were  pleased  to 
release  me.' 

The  old  man's  passion  fcH*  confinement  is 
similar  to  that  we  all  have  for  life.  We  are 
habituated  to  the  prison,  we  look  round  with 
discontent,  are  displeased  with  the  abode,  Itad 
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yet  the  length  of  our  eaptiyity  only  increases 
our  fondness  for  the  cell.  The  trees  we  have 
planted,  the  houses  we  have  built,  or  the  pos* 
terity  we  have  befi^tten,  all  serve  to  bind  us 
closer  to  earth,  and  embitter  our  parting*.  Life 
sues  the  young  like  a  new  acquaintance ;  the 
companion  as  yet  unexhausted,  is  at  once  in» 
structive  and  amusing,  it  is  company  pleases^ 
yet  for  all  this  it  is  but  little  regarded.  To 
us,  who  are  declined  in  years,  life  appears  like 
an  old  friend  ;  its  jests  have  been  anticipated 
in  former  conversation ;  it  has  no  new  story 
to  make  us  smile,  no  new  improvement  with 
which  to  surprise,  yet  still  we  love  it ;  desti- 
tute of  every  enjoyment,  still  we  love  it :  hus- 
band the  wasting  treasure  with  increased  fru- 
l^ality,  and  feel  all  the  poignancy  of  anguish 
ia  the  fatal  separation. 

Sir  Philip  Mordaunt  was  young,  beautiful, 
sincere,  brave,  an  Englishman.  He  had  a 
complete  fortune  of  his  own,  and  the  love  of 
the  king  his  master,  which  was  equivalent  to 
riches.  life  opened  all  her  treasure  before 
him,  and  promised  a  long  succession  of  future 
happiness.  He  came,  tasted  of  the  entertain- 
ment, but  was  disgusted  even  in  the  beginning. 
He  professed  an  aversion  to  Hving,  was  tired 
of  walking  round  the  same  circle  ;  had  tried 
every  enjoyniMit,  and  found  them  all  grow 
weaker  at  every  repetition .  Mf  Kfe  be  in  youth 
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SO  displeiasinff/  cried  he  lo  himself^ '  what  wiH 
it  appear  when  age  comes  on  ;  if  it  be  at  pre^ 
sent  indiffiereRt,  sure  it  will  then  be  execra- 
ble.* TUs  thought  imbittered  erery  reflec*- 
tion  ;  till,  at  last,  with  all  the  serenity  of  per- 
Terted  reason,  he  ended  the  debate  with  a 
pistol !  Had  this  self  deluded  man  been  ap- 
prised that  existence  grows  more  desirable 
ta  us  the  longer  we  exist,  he  would  have  then 
faced  old  age  without  shrinking,  he  would 
have  boldly  dared  to  live,  and  served  that  so- 
ciety, by  his  future  assiduity,  which  he  basely 
injured  by  his  desertion. — -Aiiiea. 


LETTER  LXXIII. 

Pi^om  Lie»  Chi  AUangiy  to  Fum  Hoam^Jtrst 
-  President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
PektHy  in  China. 


Tbf  de|(cri]}tlon  of  alittte  gr^i^t; nuiBi 


In  readii^g  the^newcqpapers  beroy  I  have  reekl^n-^ 
ed  up  not  less  than  twenty-five  great  men, 
seventeen  v^ry  great  men,  and  nine  very  ex^* 
tr^rdinary  men,  in  less  than  the  compass^  of 
half  a  ye^r.  These,  say  the  gazettes^  are  the 
men  that  posterity  are  to  gase  at  with  admi^ 
ration  :  these  the  names  that  fame  will  he  em^ 
ployed  in  boUipg  up  for  the  astoiiishn^ent  oi 
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succeeding  ages.  Let  me  see — forty-six  great 
men  in  half  a  year  amount  just  to  ninety-two 
in  a  year. — I  wonder  how  posterity  will  be 
able  to  remember  them  all,  or  whether  the  peo- 
ple in  future  times,  will  haye  any  other  busi- 
ness to  mindj  but  that  of  getting  the  catalogue 
by  heart. 

Does  the  mayor  of  a  corporation  make  a 
speech  ?  he  is  instantly  set  down  for  a  great 
man.  Does  a  pedant  digest  his  common-place 
book  into  a  folio  ?  he  quickly  becomes  great. 
Does  a  poet  string  up  trite  sentiments  in 
rhyme  ?  he  also  becomes  the  great  man  of  the 
hour.  How  diminutive  soeyer  the  object  of 
admiration,  each  is  followed  by  a  crowd  of 
still  more  diminutive  admirers.  The  shout 
begins  in  his  train,  onward  he'marches  toward 
immortality,  looks  back  at  the  pursuing  crowd 
with  self-satisfaction  ;  catchingall'the  oddities, 
the  whimsies,  the  absurdities,  and  the  little- 
ness of  conscious  greatness,  by  the  way. 

I 'Was  yesterday  invited  by  a  gentleman  to 
dinner,  who  promised  that  our  entertainment- 
should  consist  of  an  haunch  of  venison,  a 
turtle,  and  a  great  man.  1  came  according  to 
appmntment.  The  venison  wasi  fine,  the  tur-^ 
tie  go<id,  but  the  great  man  insupportable. 
The  moment  I  ventured  to  speak,  I  was  at 
on<^  contradioted  with  a  snap.  I  attempted, 
by  a  second  and  a  tided  assauit,  to  retrieve  my 
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lost  reputation,  but  w^s  still  beat  back  wiUi 
qoiifusion.  I  nvas  resolved  to  attack  him  once 
more  froiki  entrencbment,  and  turned  the  con* 
yersation  upon  the  go Yerument  of  China:  but 
even  here  he  ass^rted^  anapped,  and  contra* 
dieted  as  beforcv  Heavens,  thought  I,  this 
man  pretends  to  know  China,  even  better  than 
inys^f !  I  looked  round  to  see  who  was  on  my 
side,  but  every  eye  was  fixed  in  admiradan  oa 
the  great  man ;  I  therefore  at  last  thought 
proper  to  sit  silent,  and  act  the  pretty  gentle-' 
man  during  the  ensuing  conversation. 

When  a  man  has  once  secured  a  circle  of 
admirers,  he'may  be  as  ridiculous  here  as  h^ 
ibiaks  proper  ;  and  it  all  passes  for  elevatioB 
of  sentiment,  or  learned  absence.  If  he  trails-* 
gress  the  common  forms  of  breeding,  misr 
lakes  even  a  tea-pot  for  a  tobacco-boK,  it  is^ 
said  that  his  thoughts  are  fix^  oa  more  im-* 
portant  objects  :  to  speak  and  act  li^e  the^re^t 
of  mankind  is  to  be  no  greater  than  they. 
There  is  something  of  oddity  in  the  very  idea 
of  greatness ;  for  we  lure  sddom  a#toiiisli^ 
at  a  thing  very  much  resembling  ourselves. 

When  the  Tartars  make  a  lama,  th^ir  fir^t 
care  is  to  p  place  him  in  a  dark  ccMrner  of  the 
temple  ;  here  he  is  to  sit  half  concealed  from 
view,  to  ireifulate  the  motion  iof  bin  hAi»49>  lip9 
and  eyes ;  biut,.ab^ve  all>  be  is  QiyoMied  gra- 
vity and  sfilenc^.    TbiiJ,  koy^^^r,  iw :  bat  tb9 
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1! 
lurdiadd  to  hk  ajpotheoeis ;  a  set  of  eniissariefi 

9dBe  dispatebed  among  tke  people  to  cry  np 
Ills  pieiy^  gravity,  and  toTe  of  raw  iesk  ;  tke 
people  take  them  at  their  >^ord,  afiproach  the 
lama^  now  become  an  idol,  with  the  most  hum- 
ble prostration;  he  receives  l^k  addresses 
without  emotion,  commences  a  god,  and  is 
ever  after  fed  by  his  priests  with  the  spoon  of 
immortality.  The  same  reoetpt  in  this  ooun^ 
try  ^nres  to  make  a  great  man.  The  idol  only 
keeps  close,  sends  o«t  his  little  emissaries  to 
be  hearty  in  his  praise ;  and  straight,  whether 
statesman  or  author,  he  is  set  down  in  the  list 
of  fame,  continuing  to  be  praised  while  it  is 
faskioaable  to  praise,  or  while  he  prudently 
ke^>s  his  minuteness  concealed  from  the 
public. 

I  have  visited  many  countries,  and  have 
been  in  cities  without  number,  yet  never  did 
I  enter  a  town  which  could  not  produce  ten  or 
twelve  of  those  Httle  great  men,  all  fancying 
themselves  known  to  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  complimenting  each  other  upon  their  ex* 
tensive  reputation.  It  is  amusing  enough 
when  two  of  those  domestic  prodigies  of  learn- 
ing mount  the  stage  of  ceremony,  and  give 
and  tal&e  praise  from  each  other.  I  have  been 
present  when  a  Qerman  doctor,  for  having 
pronoiinG^  a  panegyric  upon  a  certain  monk^ 
Ivas  thottglit  4he  inost  ingenious,  man  in  th^ 
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world,  till  the-tnonk  soon  after  divided  tbii 
reputation  by  returning  the  compliment ;  by 
which  means  they  both  marched  off  with  uni* 
Tersal  applause. 

-  The  same  degree  of  nndeseryed  adulation 
that  attends  our  great  men  while  living,  often 
also  follows  him  to  the  tomb.  It  frequently 
happens  that  one  of  hb  little  admirers  sits 
down  big  with  the  important  subject,  and  is 
delivered  of  the  history  of  his  life  and  writings. 
This  may  properly  be  caUad  the  revolutions  of 
a  fife  between  the  fire-side  and  the  easy-chair. 
In  this  we  learn,  the  year  in  which  he  was 
born,  at  what  an  early  age  he  gave  symptoms 
of  uncommon  genius  and  application,  together 
with  some  of  his  smart  sayings,  collected  by 
his  aunt  and  mother,  while  yet  but  a  boy.  The 
next  book  introduces  him  to  the  university, 
where  we  are  informed  of  his  amazing  progress 
in  learning,  his  excellent  skill  ki  darning  stock- 
ingSj  and  his  new  invention  for  paperingbooks 
to  save  the  covers.  He  next  makes  his  appear- 
ance in  the  republic  of  letters,  and  publishes 
his  folio.  Now  the  oolussus  is  reared,  his 
works  are  eagerly  bought  up  by  all  the  pur- 
chasers of  scarce  books.  The  learned  societies 
invite  him  to  become  a  member ;  he  disputes 
against  some  foreigner  with  a  long  Latin 
name,  conquers  in  the  controversy,  is  com-^ 
ptimfinted  by  several  authors  of  gri^vity  and 
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importance,  is  excessively  fond  of  e^g-sauee 
with  liis  pigy  becomes  president  of  a  literary 
club,  anct  dies  in  the  meridian  of  his  glory. 
Happy  they,  who  thus  have  some  tittle  faith- 
ful attendant,  who  never  forsakes  them,  but 
prepares  to  wrangle  and  to  praise  against 
every  opposer  ;  at  once  ready  to  increase  their 
pride  while  living,  and  their  character  when 
dead.  For  you  and  I^  my  friend,  who  have 
no  humble  admirer  thus  to  attend  us,  we,  who 
neither  are,  nor  never  will  be,  great  men,  and 
who  do  not  much  care  whether  we  be  great 
men  or  not,  at  least  let  us  strive  to  be  honest 
men^  and  to  have  common  sense. 


LETTER  LXXIV. 

FROM   THE    SAME. 


Tlie  necessity  of  ninusing  each  other  with  new   books  insisted 

vpou. 


Ihere  are  numbers  in  this  city  who  live  by 
writing  new  books ;  and  yet  there  are  thou- 
sands of  volumes  in  every  large  library  un* 
read  and  forgotten.  This,  upon  my  arrival, 
was  one  of  those. contradictions  which  I  was 
unable  to  account  for.  Is  it  possible,  said  J, 
that  tbepe  should  be  any  demand  for  new 
books,  before  those  aleeady  published  are  read  ? 
Can  there  be  so  many  employed  in  producing 
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a  commodity  with  which  the  iparket  is  already 
overstocked  ;  and  with  goods  also  better  thaa 
any  of  modern  manufacture  ! 

What  at  first  view  appeared  an  inconsist- 
ence^ is  a  proof  at  once  of  this  people's  wis* 
dom  and  refinement.  Even  allowing  the  works 
of  their  ancestors  better  written  than  theirs^ 
yet  those  of  the  moderns  acquire  a  real  value, 
by  being  marked  with  the  in(ipresBion  of  the 
times.  Antiquity  has  been  in  the  possession 
of  others  :  the  present  is  our  own  :  let  us  first, 
therefore,  learn  to  know  what  belongs  to  our- 
selves, and  then,  if  we  have  leisure,  cast  our 
reflections  bi^ck  to  the  reign.of  Shonou,  who 
governed  twenty  thousand  years  before  the 
creation  of  the  moon. 

The  volumes  of  antiquity,  like  medals,  may 
very  well  serve  to  amuse  the  curious  ;  but  the 
works  of  the  moderns,  like  the  current  coin 
of  a  kingdom,  are  much  better  for  immediate 
use ;  the  former  are  often  prized  above  their 
intrinsic  value,  and  kept  with  care,  the  latter 
seldom  pass  for  more  than  they  are  worth,  and 
are  often  subject  to  the  merciless  hands  of 
sweating  critics,  and  clipping  compilers  :  the 
works  of  antiquity  were  ever  praised,  those  of 
the  moderns  resd ;  the  treasures  of  our  an^ 
cestors  have  our  esteem,  and  we  boast  the 
passion ;  those  of  cotemporary  genius  engage 
our  heart,  although  we  blush  to  own  it.    The 
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visits  we  pay  the  former  resemble  those  we 
pay  the  great;  the  ceremony  is  troublesome, 
and  yet  such  as  we  would  not  choose  to  fore- 
go ;  our  acquaintance  with  modern  books  is 
like  sitting  with  a  friend  ;  cor  pride  is  not 
flattered  in  the  interview,  but  it  gives  more 
internal  satisfaction. 

In  proportion  as  society  refines,  new  books 
must  ever  become  more  necessary.     Savage 
rusticity    is    reclaimed    by   oral   admonition 
alone;  but  the  elegant  excesses  of  refinement 
are  best  corrected  by  the  still  voice  of  a  studi- 
ous inquiry.     In  a  polite  age  almost  every 
person  becomes  a  reader,  and  receive  more 
instruction  from  the  press  than  the  pulpit.  Th^ 
preaching  Bonse  may  instruct  the  illiterate 
peasant,  but  nothing  less  than  the  insinuating 
address  of  a  fine  writer  can  win  its  way  to  an 
heart  already  relaxed  in  all  the  effeminacy  of 
refinement.     Books  are  necessary  to  correct 
the  vices  of  the  polite,  but  those  vices  are  ever 
changing,  and  the  antidote  should  be  changed 
accordingly,  should  still  be  new. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  thinking  the  number 
of  new  publications  here  too  great,  I  could 
wish  it  stm  greater,  as  they  are  the  most  use- 
ful instruments  of  reformation.  Every  coun- 
try must  be  instructed  either  by  writers  or 
preachers;  but  as  the  number  of  readers  in- 
<2reases,  the  number  of  hearers  is  proportion- 
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ably  diminisbed^  the  writer  beeomes  more  use-- 
ful,  and  the  preaching  Bonse  less  necessary. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  complaining  that  writers 
are  overpaid,  when  their  works  procure  them 
a  bare  subsistence,  I  should  imagine  it  the 
duty  of  a  state  not  only  to  encourage  their 
numbers,  but  their  industry.  A  Bonse  is  re-^ 
warded  with  immense  riches  for  instructing 
only  a  few,  even  of  the  most  ignorant  of  the 
people  ;  and  sure  the  poor  scholar  should  not 
beg  his  bread,  who  is  capable  of  instructing  a 
million. 

Of  all  rewards,  I  grant,  the  most  pleasing 
to  a  man  of  real  merit,  is  fame ;  but  a  polite 
age,  of  all  times,  is  that  in  which  scarcely  any 
share  of  merit  can  acquire  it.  What  numbers 
of  fine  writers  in  the  latter  empire  of  Kpme, 
when  refinement  was  carried  to  the  highest 
pitch,  have  missed  that  fame  and  immortality 
which  they  had  fondly  arrogated  to  themselves  ^ 
How  many  Greek  authors,  who  wrote  at  tliat 
period  when  Constantinople  was  the  refined 
mistress  of  the  empire,  now  rest,  ^tber  not 
printed,  «r  not  read,  in  the  libraries  of  Eu- 
rope !  Those  who  came  first,  while  either  stat« 
as  yet  was  barbarous,  carried  all  the  reputa^ 
tion  away-  Authors,  as  the  age  refined,  be- 
came more  numerous,  and  their  numbers  de- 
stroyed their  fame.  It  is  but  natural,  there- 
fore, for  the  writer,  when  conscious  that  his 
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works  will  not  procure  him  fame  hereafter^  to 
endearour  to  make  theiki  turn  out  to  his  tem^ 
poral  interest  here. 

'  Whatever  be  the  motives  which  induce  men 
to  write,  whether  avarice  or  fame,  the  country 
becomes  most  wise  and  happy,  in  which  they 
most  serve  for  instructors.  The  countries, 
where  sacerdotal  instruction  aloneis  permitted, 
remain  in  ignorance,  superstition,  and  hope- 
less slavery.  In  England,  where  there  are  as 
many  new  books  published  as  in  all  the  rest 
of  Europe  together,  a  spirit  of  freedom  and 
reason  reigns  among  the  people ;  they  have 
beien  often  known  to  act  like  fools,  they  are 
generally  found  to  think  like  men. 

The  only  danger  that  attends  the  multipli- 
city of  publications  is,  that  some  of  them  may 
be  calculated  to  injure,  rather  than  benefit  so- 
ciety. But  where  writers  are  numerous,  they 
also  serve  as  a  check  upon  each*  other  ;  and 
perhaps  a  literary  inquisition  is  the  most  ter- 
rible piinishnoent  that  can  be  conceived,  to  a 
literary  transgressor. 

But  to  do  the  English  justice/ there  are  but 
few  offenders  of  this  kind  ;  their  publications 
in  general  aim  at  mending  either  the  heart, 
or  improving  the  commonwealth.  The  dullest 
writer  talks  of  virtue,  and  liberty,  and  bene- 
volence with  esteem ;  tells  his  true  story,  filled 

vfith  good  and    wl^olesome    advice;    warns 
Vol.  II.  I 


against  slavery,  bribery,  or  the  bite  of  a  OMid 
dog,  and  dresses  up  bis  little  useful  magasine 
of  knowledge  and  entertainment,  at  least  wiib 
a  good  intentioa.  The  dunces  of  France,  on 
the  other  hand,  who  have  less  encouragemeDt, 
are  more  vicious.  Tender  bearis,  languish 
ing  ejes,  Leonora  in  love  at  thirteen,  ecstatic 
transports,  stolen  blisses,  are  the  frivolous 
subjects  of  their  frivolous  memoirs.  In  Bug* 
land,  if  a  bawdy  blockhead  thus  breaks  in  on 
the  community,  he  sets  his  whole  fraternity  in 
a  roar ;  nor  can  he  escape,  even  though  be 
should  fly  to  nobility  for  shelter. 

Thus  even  dunces,  my  friend,  may  make 
themselves  useful.  But  there  are  others  whom 
pature  has  blest  with  talents  above  the  rest  ci 
mankind;  men  capable  of  thinking  with  pre- 
cision, and  impressing  their  thoughts  with 
rapidity.  JBeings  who  diiiuse  those  regards 
upon  mankind,  which  others  contract  and 
settle  upon  themselves.  These  deserve  every 
honour  from  that  community  of  which  they  bm 
more  peculiarly  the  children  ;  to  such  I  would 
give  my  heart,  since  to  them  I  am  indebted 
for  its  humanity !    Adieu. 
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LETTER  LXXV. 

From  Hingpo  to  Lien  Chi  AUanffi,  by  the 

^ay  of  Moscow. 


Tke  pre£Mneiic9  of  grace  to  beauty :  aa  aUef  oiy. 


I  «TUx  remain  at  Terki,  where  I  have  re- 
cdved  that  iDoitey  which  was  remitted  here, 
ia  order  to  release  me  from  captivity.  My 
fair  companion  stiil  improves  in  my  esteem ; 
the  more  I  know  her  mind,  her  beauty  be* 
comes  more  poignant ;  she  appears  charming, 
•Yen  among  the  daughters  of  Circassia. 

Yet  were  I  to  examiae  her  beauty  with  the 
art  of  a  statuary,  I  should  find  numbers  here 
tkat  far  surpass  her  ;  nature  has  not  granted 
^r  all  the  boasted  Circassian  regularity  of 
feature,  and  yet  she  greatly  exceeds  the  fairest 
of  the  country,  in  the  art  of  seizing  the  affec- 
tions. Whence,  have  I  often  said  to  myself, 
this  resistless  magic  that  attends  even  mo* 
derate  charms  :  though  I  regard  the  beauties 
of  the  country  with  admiration,  every  inter- 
view weakens  the  impression,  but  the  form  of 
Zelis  grows  upon  my  imagination  ;  I  never 
behold  her  without  an  increase  of  tender- 
ness and  respect.  Whence  this  injustice  of 
the  mind  in  pr^erring  imperfect  beauty  to 

that  which  nature  seems  to  have  finished  with. 

I  3 
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cere  ?  Whence  Ae  in£eitoatioDy  ihat  he  ivhoin 
a  comet  could  not  amaze,  should  be  astonished 
at  a  meteor?  When  reason  was  thns  fatigued 
to  find  an  answer,  my  imagination  pursued 
the  subject,  and  this  was  the  result. 

I  fancied  myself  placed  between  two  land- 
scapes, this  called  the  Region  of  Beauty,  and 
that  the  Valley  of  the  Graces ;  the  one  adorned 
with  all  that  luxuriant  nature  could  bestow  ; 
the  fruits   of  various  climates  adorned  the 
trees,  the  groye  resounded  with  music,  the 
gale  breathed  perfume,  every  charm  that  could 
arise  from  symmetry  and  exact  distribution 
were  here  conspicuous,  the  whole  offering  a 
prospect  of  pleasure  without  ehd.     The  Val- 
ley of  the  Graces,  on  the  other  hand,  seemed 
by  no  means  so  inviting  ;  the  streams  and  the 
groves  appeared  just  as  they  usually  do  in 
frequented    countries :    no  magnificent   par- 
terres, no  concert  in  the  grove,  the  rivulet  was 
edged  with  weeds,  and  the  rook  joined  its 
voice  to   that  of  the  nightingale.      AU  was 
simplicity  and  nature. 

The  most  striking  objects  ever  first  allure 
the  traveller.  I  entered  the  Region  of  Beauty 
with  increased  curiosity,  and  promised  myself 
endless  satisfaction  in  being  introduced  to  the 
presiding  goddess.  I  perceived  several  stran- 
gers, who  entered  with  the  saoie  design,  and 
what  surprised  me  not  a  little,  was  to  see 
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•eTeral  others  bastening  to  leare  this  abode  of 
aeemiog  felicity. 

After  some  fatigue  1  had  at  last  the  honottr 
of  being  introduced  to  the  goddess,  who  re* 
presented  Beauty  in  person.  She  was  seated 
on  a  throne,  at  the  foot  of  which  stood  several 
strangers  lately  introduced  lil&e  me;  all  re- 
garding her  form  in  ecstacy.  Ahy  what  eye^l 
what  Hps  I  how  clear  her  complexion  I  how 
perfect  her  shape  I  At  these  exclamations, 
Beauty,  with  downcast  eyes,  would  endeavour 
to  counterfeit  modesty,  hut  soon  again  look- 
ing round  as  if  to  confirm  every  spectator  Uk 
bis  favourable  sentiments;  sometimes  she 
would  attempt  to  allure  us  by  smiles;  and  ai 
intervals  would  bridle  back,  in  order  to  inspire 
us  with  respect  as  well  as  tenderness^ 

This  ceremony  lasted  for  seme  time,  and 
bad  so  much  employed  our  eyes,  that  we  had 
forgotten  ail  this  while  that  the  goddess  waft 
nilent.  We  soon,  however^  began  to  perceive 
the  defect:  /What,'  said  we,  among  each 
other,  ^  are  we  to  have  nothing  but  languish- 
ing airs,  soft  looks^  and  iaclinationa  of  the 
bead  i  will  the  goddess  only  deign  to  satisfy 
4ittr  eyes  ?  Upon  this  one  of  the  company 
stepped  up  to  present  her  with  some  fruits  b* 
liad  gathered  by  the  way.  She  received  the 
{veaeat  most  sweetly  smiKog,^  and  witb  one  .of 
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Ihe^wbi^Mt  liandg  in  t}ie  >rorld;biit  atiUnet  m 
word  escaped  her  lips. 

^'i  now  found  that  my'companions  grew  wotry 
of  their  homage ;  they  went  off  one  by  ^nm$ 
Md  resolving  not  to  be  left  behind,  I  offered 
4o  go  in  my  turn ;  when  just  at  the  door  af 
the  temple  I  was  called  back  by  a  femnloi 
whose  name  was  Pride,  and  who  seemed  die* 
pleased  at  the  behaviour  of  the  company* 
f  Where  are  you  hastening  ?*  said  she  to  met 
with  an  angry  air ;  ^  the  Goddeais  of  Beauty 
is  here.' — ^  I  have  been  to  ¥iait  her,  madara>' 
replied  I,  ^and  find  her  more  beautiful  even 
than  report  had  made  her.' — ^  And  why  then 
will  you  leave  her?'  added  the  female.-*-^^ I 
have  seen  her  long  enough,'  returned  I  ;^  I 
have  got  ail  her  features  by  heart.  Her  eyes 
are  still  the  same.  Her  nose  is  a  very  fine 
one,  but  it  is  still  just  such  a  nose  now  as  it 
rnvas  half  an  hour  ago  :  could  sheithrow  a  liltle 
more  mind  into  her  face,  perhaps  I  should  be 
(for  wishing  to  have  more  of  her  company^'-^ 
•^"What  signifies,'  replied  my  female, '  wbether 
she  have  a  mind  or  not,  has  she  any  occasion 
vfor  mind,  so  formed  as  she  is  by;  nature  I  if 
,^be  had  a  eonimon  face,  indeed,  there  might 
'he  some  reason  for  thinking  to  improve  Hi 
^but^when  features  areahready  perfect,  CTery 
'  altfONition  WMild  but  impi^  tkem^  i  A  iaelaee 


is  tkMdy  »t  tbe  point  of'poffeetion,  ^ftnd  a^ 
fine  lady  should  eDdeayoor  to  keep  it  so  th  e 
impression  it  woul^  receiTe  from  thonght^ 
would  but  disturb  its  whole  economy.' 
;  To  this  speech  I  gave  no  reply ,  but  maMie 
the  best  of  my  way  to   the  Valley  of  tbe 
Chraces.     Here  I  found  all  those  who  before 
had  been  my  companions  in  the  Region  of 
Beauty,  now  upon  the  same  errand. 
.  As  we  entered  the  valley^  the  prospect  in** 
sensibly  seemed  to  improve  ;  we  found,  every 
thing  so  natural,  so  dome^tioy  and  pleaaing, 
tiiat  our  minds,  which  before  were  congealed 
is  admiration,  now  relaxed  into  gaiety  Mid 
good^humour.     We  had  designed  to  pay  o«v 
respects  to  the  presiding  goddess,  but  she  was 
no  where  to  be  found.  One  of  our  companions 
asserted,  that  her  temple  lay  to  the  right; 
another,  to  tbe  left;  a  third  insisted  that  it 
was  straight  before  us  ;  and  a  fourth  that  we 
had  left  it  behind.     In  short,  we  found  every 
thing  familiar  and  charming,  but  could  not 
determine  where  to  seek  for  the    Gimce  in 
person.     ; 

In  this  agreeable  incertitude  we  passed 
several  hours,  and  though  very  desirous  of 
finding  the  goddess,  by  no  means  impatient  of 
the  delay.  Every  part  of  the  valley  presented 
some  minute  beauty,  which,  without  offering 
itself  at  once^  stole  within  the  soul,  and  cap- 
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ttTated  U8  with  the  charms  df  our  retreat 
Still,  however,  we  continued  to  search,  and 
ipight  still  have  continued,  had  ^we  not  been 
interrupted  by  a  voice  which,  though  we  could 
not  see  from  whence  it  came,  addressed  us 
in  this  manner : 

<  If  you  would  find  the  Goddess  of  Grace, 
seek  her  not  under  one  form,  for  she  assumes 
a  thousand.  Ever  changing  under  the  eye 
of  inspection,  her  variety,  rather  than  her 
figure,  is  pleasing.  In  contemplating  her 
beauty,  the  eye  glides  over  every  perfection 
with  giddy  delight,  and  capable  of  fixing  no 
where,  is  charmed  with  the  whole.*  She  is 
now  Contemplation  with  solemn  look,  again 
compassion  with  humid  eye ;  she  now  sparkles 
with  joy,  soon  every  feature  speaks  distress  : 
her  looks  at  times  invite  our  approach,  at 
others  repress  our  presumption  ;  the  goddess 
cannot  be  properly  called  beautiful  under 
any  one  of  these  forms,  but  by  combining 
ihem  all,  she  becomes  irresistibly  pleasingv* 
Adieu. 

*  Yttltttt  nimium  labricui  «ipici.    HOR: 
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From  Lien  Chi  Altangiy  to  Fum  Hoam^ first 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
Pehin,  in  Chitta. 


The  behaviour  of  a  shopkeeper  and  his  joHmeymaiu 


The  shops  of  London  are  as  well  furnished  as 
those  of  Pekin.  Those  of  Lpndon  haven 
picture  hung  at  their  door^  informing  the  pas- 
sengers what  they  have  to  sell,  as  those  at 
Pekin  have  a  board  to  assure  the  buyer  that 
they  have  no  intention  to  cheat  him. 

I  was  this  morning  to  buy  silk  for  a  night- 
cap ;  immediately  upon  entering  the  mercer's 
shop,  the  master  and  his  two  men,  with  wigs 
plastered  with  powder,  appeared  to  ask  my 
.  commands.  They  were  certainly  the  civilest 
people  alive  ;  if  I  but  looked,  they  flew  to  the 
place  where  I  cast  my  eye  ;  every  motion  of 
mine  sent  them  running  round  the  whole  shop 
for  my  satisfaction.  I  informed  them  that  I 
wanted  what  was  good,  and  they  showed  me 
not  less  than  forty  pieces,  and  each  was  better 
than  the  former  ;  the  prettiest  pattern  in  na- 
ture, and  the  fittest  in  the  world  for  night- 
caps. *  My  very  good  friend,'  said  I  to  the 
mercer,  *  you  must  not  pretend  to  instruct  m© 
in  silks ;  I  know  these  in  particular  to  b>&  no 


better  than  yoiir  mere  flimsy  Bimgees.* — ^'That 
may  be/  cried  the  mercer,  who  I  afterwards 
found  had  never  contradicted  a  roan  in  his 
life,  ^  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  but  they  may  ; 
but  I  can  assure  you,  my  Lady  Trail  has  had 
a  sacque  from  this  piece  this  very  morning.* — 
^  But,  friend,*  said  I,  ^  though  my  lady  has 
chosen  a  sacque  from  it,  I  see  no  necessity 
that  I  should  wear  it  for  a  night-cap.'  *  That 
may  be,'  returned  he  again,  ^  yet  what  becomes 
a  pretty  lady,  will  at  any  time  look  well  on  a 
handsome  gentleman.'  This  short  compli- 
ment  was  thrown  in  so  very  seasonably  upoa 
my  ugly  face,  that  even,  though  I  disliked  the 
silk,  I  desired  him  to  cut  me  off  the  pattern  of 
a  night-cap.^ 

While  this  business  was  consigned  to  his 
journeyman,  the  master  himself  took  down 
some  pieces  of  silk  still  finer  than  any  I  had 
yet  seen,  and  spreading  them  before  me, 
'  There,'  cries  he,  *  there's  beauty ;  my  Lord 
Snakeskin  has  bespoke  the  fellow  to  this  for 
the  birth-night  this  very  morning  :  it  would 
look  charmingly  in  waistcoats.'< — ^  But  I  do 
not  want  a  waistcoat,'  replied  I.  <  Not  want 
a  waiscoat  ?'  returned  the  mercer,  *  then  I 
would  advise  you  to  buy  one;  when  waist- 
coats are  wanted,  you  may  depend  upon  it 
they  will  come  dear.  Always,  buy  before  you 
want,  and  you  are  sure  to  be  well  used,  o^ 
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amf  say  in  Cbeapstde/  There  was  so  nmch 
^stice  in  his  advice,  that  I  could  not  refuse 
talcing  it ;  besides,  the  silk,  ivhich  was  really 
a  good  one,  increased  the  temptation  ;  so  I 
gave  orders  for  that  too/ 

As  I  was  waiting  io  have  my  bargains  rnea- 
•ured  and  cut,  which  I  know  liot  how,  they 
executed  but  slowly  ;  during  the  interval  the 
mercer  entertained  me  with  the  modem  man- 
ner of  some  of  the  nobility  receiving  company 
in  their  morning  gowns :  ^  Perhaps,  sir,'  adds 
he,  ^  you  have  a  mind  to  see  what  kind  of  silk 
is  universally  worn.*      Without  waiting  for 
my  reply,  he  spreads  a  piece  before  me  which 
might  be  reckoned  beautiful  even  in  China. 
^  If  the  nobility,*  continues  he,  *  were  to  knovr 
I  sold  this  to  any  under  a  Right  Honourable, 
I  should  certainly  lose  their  custom;  you  see, 
my  lord,  it  is  at  once  rich,  tasty,  and  quite 
the  thing.' — *  I  am  no  lord,'  interrupted  I.     *  I 
beg  pardon,'  cried  he,  *  but  be  pleased  to  re- 
member, when  you  intend  buying  a  morning- 
gown,  that  you  had  an  offer  from  me  of  some- 
thing worth  money.      Conscience,  sir,  con- 
science is  my  way  of  dealing ;  you  may  buy 
a  morning-gown  now,  or  you  may  stay  till 
they  become  dearer  and  less  fashionable,  but 
it  is  not  my  business  to  advise.'     In  short, 
tftost  reverend  Fum,  he  persuaded  me  to  buy 
Amoming-gown  also,  and  would  probably  haya 
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persuaded  me  to  have  bought  half  the  goods 
in  his  shop,  if  I  had  stayed  long  enough,  or 
was  furnished  with  sufficient  money. 
;  Upon  returning  home,  I  could  not  help  re- 
flecting, with  some  astonishment,  how  this 
very  man,  with  such  a  confined  education  and 
capacity,  was  yet  capable  of  turning  me  as  he 
thought  proper,  and  moulding  me  to  his  in- 
clinations !  I  knew  he  was  only  answering 
his  own  purposes,  even  while  he  attempted  to 
appear  solicitous  about  mine ;  yet,  by  a  to- 
luntary  infatuation,  a. sort  of  passion  com- 
pounded of  Tanity  and  good-nature,  I  walked 
into  the  snare  with  my  eyes  open,  and  put  my-^ 
self  to  future  pain,  in  order  to  give  him  imme- 
diate pleasure.  The  wisdom  of  the  ignorant 
somewhat  resembles  the  instinct  of  animals ; 
it  is  diffused  in  but  a  very  narrow  sphere,  but 
within  that  circle  it  acts  with  vigour,  uni- 
formity, and  success.    Adieu. 


LETTER  LXXVII. 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


Tbe  French  ridiculed  after<heir  own  manner. 


From  my  former  accounts  you  may  be  apt  to 
fancy  the  English  the  most  ridiculous  people 
under  the  sun.    They  are  indeed  ridiculous  ^ 
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yet  every  x^bsac  nation  in  Europe  is  eqaally 
so ;  emh  laughs  at  eitch,  and  tke  Astatic  at  all. 

I  Bftay,  upon  another  occasim),  point  out 
ivbat  is  most  strikingly  absurd  in  other  coun- 
tries ;  I  shall  at  present  confine  myself  only 
to  France.  The  first  national  peculiarity  a 
traveller  meets  upon  catering  that  kingdoHiy 
is  an  odd  sort  of  a  staring  vivacity  in  every  eye, 
not  excepting  even  the  children ;  the  people, 
it  seems,  have  got  it  into  their  h^ids  that  they 
have  more  vrit  than  others,  and  so  stare  in  jQr-> 
der  to  look  smarts 

I  knofiv  not  how  it  happens,  but  there  ap^^ 

pears  a  siekly  delicacy  in  the  fetces  of  their 

finest  women.     Tbk  may  have  introduced  the 

use  t>f  paini,  and  paint  produces  wrinkles  :  so 

that  a  fine  lady  shall  look  like  a  hag  at  twenty<<> 

three^     But  as  in  some  measure  they  never 

appear  youngs  so  it  may  be  equally  ass^ed, 

that  they  actually  think  themselves  never  old; 

a  gentle  miss  shall  prepare  for  new  conquests 

at  sixty,  shall  hohbJie  a  rigadoon  w^en  she 

can  scarcely  ibobble  out  without  a  crutch^  she 

diall  4fiiect  the  girl,  play  her  fan  and  her  eyes, 

and. talk  of  sentiments,  bleeding  hearts^  and 

expiring  for  loYe  when  dying  with  age.  Like 

a  departing  philosopher,  she  attempts  to  make 

her  last  sEioments  the  most  brilliant  of  het- 

life. 

Their  ci'vilHy  to  strangers  is  what  they  art 
Vol.  ii^  k 
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chiefly  proud  of;  and  to  confess  sincerely, 
their  beggars  are  the  very  politest  beggars  I 
erer  knew  ;  in  other  places  a  trayeller  is  ad- 
dressed with  a  piteous  whine,  or  a  sturdy  so- 
lemnity, but  a  French  beggar  shall  ask  jrour 
charity  with  a  very  genteel  bow,  and  thank 
you  for  it  with  a  smile  and  shrug. 

Another  instance  of  this  people's  breeding 
I  must  not  forget.  An  Englishman  could  not 
speak  his  native  language  in  a  company  of 
foreigners  where  he  was  4sure  that  none  un- 
derstood him  ;  a  trayelling  Hottentot  himself 
would  be  silent  tf  acquainted  only  with  the 
language  of  his  country ;  but  a  Frenchman 
shall  ialk  to  you  whether  you  understand  his 
language  or  not ;  never  troubling  his  head 
whether  you  have  learned  French,  still  he 
keeps  up  the  conversation,  fixes  his  eye  full 
in  your  face,  and  asks  a  thousand  questions^ 
which  he  answers  himself  for  want  of  a  more 
satisfactory  reply. 

But  their  civility  to  foreigners  is  not  half 
so  great  as  their  admiration  of  themselves. 
Every  thing  that  belongs  to  them  and  their 
nation  is  great,  magnificent  beyond  expres« 
sion  ;  quite  romantic  !  every  garden  is  a  pa* 
radise,  every  hovel  a  palace,  and  every  woman 
an  angel.  They  shut  their  eyes  dose,  throw 
their  mouths  wide  open,  and  cry  out  in  rap- 
ture: Sacr6!  What  beauty  !.0  <}iely  what 
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•  taste  i  mort  de  ma  Tie,  what  grandeur,  was 
eyer  any  people  like  ourselTes  ;:  we  are  the 
nation  of  men,  and  all  the  rest  no  better  than 
two-legged  barbarians'* 

I  fancy  the  French  would  ma&e  the  best 
cooks  in  the  world,  if  they  had  but  meat ;  as 
it  is,  they  can  dress  you  out  five  different 
dishes  from  a  nettle  top,  seven  from  a  dock 
leaf,  and  twice  as  many  from  a  frog*s  haunches; 
these  eat  prettily  enough  when  one  is  a  little 
used  to  them,  are  easy  of  digestion^  and  sel- 
dom overload  the  stomach  with  crudities. 
They  seldom  dine  under  seven  hot  dishes  ;  it 
is  true,  indeed,  with  alt  this  magnificence,, 
they  seldom  spread  a  cloth  before  the  guests  ; 
but  in  that  I  cannot  be  angry  with  them  ;  since 
those  who  have  got  no  linen  on  their  backs^ 
may  very  well  he  excused  for  wanting  it  upoa 
their  tables. 

Even  religion  itself  loses  its  sc^mnity 
among  them.  Upon  their  roads,  at  about  every  ^ 
five  miles  distance,  you  see  an  image  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  dressed  up  in  grim  head-cloths, 
painted  cheeks,  and  an  old  red  petticoat ;  be- 
fore her  alkmp  is  often  kept  burning,  at  which, 
with  the  saint's  permission,  I  have  frequently 
lighted  my  pipe.  Instead  of  the  Virgin  you 
are  sometimes  presented  with  a  crucifix,  at 
other  times  with  a  wooden  Saviour,  fitted  out 
in  complete  garniture,  with   sponge,  spear^ 
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bottle.    Smme  of  tlMoe  {■■giWj  I  Ihevc 
toldy  eause  dowa  froB  Waves  ;  if  so,  ia  ks- 
Ten  tbey  haire  bat  bon^lui^  worksea. 

Id  pamo([^  tbro«g;fa  tbeir  towns,  jov  fire- 
if  oently  see  the  men  sitting  at  tbe  doors  knit- 
tiog^  stocking,  wbile  tbe  care  of  cnltiTating 
tbe  f;round  and  pmninir  tbe  Tines  fiill  to  tbe 
women.  This  is  perhaps  tbe  reason  why  tbe 
fsur  sex  are  i^^nted  some  peculiar  prrrilegea 
in  this  conntrjr ;  particularly  when  tbey  can 
^ei  horses,  of  riding  without  a  side-saddle. 

But  I  benpn  to  think  you  may  find  this  de- 
scription pert  and  doll  enough ;  perhaps  it  is 
sO|  yet  in  general  it  is  die  manner  in  which 
the  French  usually  describe  foreigners ;  and 
it  is  but  just  to  force  a  part  of  that  ridicule 
back  upon  themi  wlucb  they  attempt  to  JaTisli 
on  others. 


LETTER  LXXVIII, 

FiOM   TUB   SAME*. 


TtM  pMparatlon  of  botk  theatres  for  a  winter  camjpaii^. 


The  tWQ  theatres,  which  serve  to  amuse  tb^- 
citizens  here^  are  again  opened  for  the  winter^ 
The  mimetic  troops,  different  jfrom  those  of 
the  statCi  begin  tbeir  campaign  when  all  iki^ 
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others  tiQit  Ae  fidd;  and  at  a  time  i^iiien  the 
Europeans  cealte  to  destroy  each  other  in 
Ideality)  ^ey  are  entertained  with  mock  baffles 
upon  the  itage. 

The  dancing  master  once  m<Nre  shakes  his 
quivering  feet ;  the  carpent^  prepares  his 
paradise  of  pasteboard:  the  hero  resolTos  to 
coTer  his  forehead  with  brass,  and  the  heroine 
begins  to  scour  up  her  copper  tail,  preparatiTe 
to  future  operations  ;  in  shorty  all  are  in  mo- 
tion, jfoom  the  theatrical  letter-carrier  in  yek* 
low  clothes,  to  Alexander  th#  Chreat  that  fl^ands^ 
on  a  stool. 

Both  Jiooses  haTe  abready  commenced  hos- 
tilities^ War,  open  war,^  and  nai  quarter  re<L 
eeired  or  giTen!  Two.  singing  women,  like 
heralds,  hare  beg^un.  the-  contest ;  the-whde 
town  is  di tided  on  this  solemn  occasion ;  one 
has  tbe^ finest  pipe,,  the*  otb^r  the  finest  ikian« 
ner  ^  one  cnrtsies  to  the  ground,  the  other 
salutes  the  audience  with  a  smile  ;  one  cornier 
0R>  with  modesty  which  asks,  the  other  with 
boldness  wMeh  extorts  appbtuie ;  one  .wears 
powder,,  the  oth»  has<  none ;  one  hais  the 
longest  waist,  but '  the  other  appears  most 
easy;  all,  all  is  important  and  serious;  the 
town  as  yet  persereres  in  its  neutrality,  a 
oattseof  such  moment  demands  the  most  ma- 
ture deKbera^n,.  they  continue  to  exhibit, 

K  a 
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and  it  is  very  possible  this  contest  SMy  con- 
tinue to  please  to  the  end  of  the  season. 
.  But  the  generals  of  dther  army  have,  as  I 
am  told,  soTeral  reinforcements  to  lend  occa* 
sio'nal  assistance*  If  they  produce  a  pair  of 
diamond  buckks  at  one  house,  We  haye  a  pak 
of  eye-brows  that  can  match  them  at  the  other* 
If  we  outdo  them  in  our  attitude,  they  can 
oTcreome  us  by  a  shrug ;  if  we  can  bring 
more  cUldren  on  the  stage,  they  can  bring 
more  guards  in  red  clwlhes,  who  strut  and 
shoulder  their  swords  to  the  astonishment  of 
every  spectator. 

They  tell  me  here,  that  people  frequ^t  the 
theatre  in  order  to  be  instructed  as  well  as 
amused.  I  spnile  to  hear  the  assertion.  If  I^ 
ever  go  to  one  of  their  play-hoises,  what  with 
trumpets,  hallowing  behind  the  stage,  imd 
bawling  upon  it,  I  am  quite  dizay  before  ;the 
performance  is  orer.  If  I  enter  the  hou«e 
with  any  sentiments  in.  my  head,.!  am  sure  to 
have  none  going  away,  the  whdie  mind  being 
filled  with  a  dead  march,  a  funeral  procession, 
a  cat-call,  a  jig^  er  a  tempest. 
.  There  is  perhaps  nothing  mere  easy  than 
^o  write  {ffoperly  for  the  English  theatre^  I 
am  amazed  that  none  are  apprenticed  to  the 
4rade.  The  author,  when  well  acquainted 
.iiith  the  value  of  thund^  ai|d  lightning,  wh«& 
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irftp-doofs ;  when  skilled  in  the  proper  petiods 
•to  introdude  a  wire  walker^  or  awater4aU; 
-when  instructed  in  every  actor's  peculiar  ist~ 
lent,  and  capable  of  adapting  his  speeches  to 
the  supposed  excellence ;  when  thus  instruct* 
ed,  he  knows  all  that  can  gire  a  modem  au- 
dience pleasure.  One  player  shines  in  an 
exclamation,  another  in  a  groan^  a  third  in  a 
horror,  a  fourth  in  a  start,  a  fifth  In  a  smile, 
41  sixth  faints,  and  a  sey^nth  figets  sound  the 
stage  with  peculiar  Tiracity ;  that  piece  there- 
fore will  succeed  best  where  each  has  a  proper 
opportunity  of  shining;  the  actor^s  business 
is  not  so  much  to  adapt  himself  to  the  poet^as. 
the  poet's  to  adapt  himself  to  the  actor. 

Tfaegreat  secret  therefore  of  tragedy  ^writing 
at  present,  is  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  theU 
atrical  n&Vand  oh^Sy  a  certain  number  of  these 
interspersed  with  gods  /  tortures^  racksy  and 
damnaiian,  shaU  distort  every  actor  afanosi 
into  convulsions,  and  draw  tears  from  every 
speetator  ;  a  proper  useof  these  will  in&lKbly 
fill  the  whole  house  with  applause.  But, 
above  all,  a  whining  s(%ne  must  strike  most 
forcibly.  I  would  advise,  from  my  present 
knowledge  of  the  audience,  the  two  favourite 
players  of  the  to>wn  to  introduce  a  scene  of 
this  sort  in  every  play.  Towards  the  middle 
of  the  last  act,  I  would  have  them  enter  with 


-wild  lookg  and  out-^sprelid  arm ;  tlicM  is  lo 
Beoensity  for  speaking,  ibey  are  only  to  groan 
at  each  other,  ihey  must  yary  theiohes  of  ex<- 
clamation  and  despair  through  the  whole  the* 
atrieal  gamut,  wring,  their  figures  into  erery 
shape  of  distress,  and  when  their  calamities 
have  drawa  a  proper  quantity  of  tears  from 
the  sympiUtbetio  spectators,  they  may  go  oflT 
in  duU  solemnity  at  different  doors^  clasping 
their  bands^  or  slapping  their  pocket  holes  ; 
this,  which  may  be  called  a  tragic  pantomhne^ 
win  answer  every  purpose  of  moving  the  pas- 
sions, as  wbU  as  words  eeuld  have  done,  and 
it  must  save  those  expenses  which  go  to  re«» 
ward  an  author. 

All  modern  plays  that  would  keep  the  au- 
dienee  alive,  miist  be  conceived  in  this  man- 
ner, and  indeed,  many  a  modem  play  is  made 
up  on  no  other  plan.  This  is  tl^  itieirit  that 
Itfts  up  the  heart,  like  opum,  into  a  rapAure  of 
insensibility^  and  can  dismiss  the  mind  from 
all  the  fatigue  of  thinking  t  this  is  the  do^ 
qiienee  that  shines  in  many  a  long-forgotteft 
jse^ne,  which  has  been  re<^dned  ^excessively 
fine  upon  acting ;  this  the  lightiiing  th^ 
flashes  no  less  m  the  hyperbolical  tyraAt,  mpAo 
htwkfe^U  ^n  the  wimd,  than  in  iittie  Nerval^ 
09  harmless  as  the  babe  mnbom.    Adieu* 
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LETTER  LXXIX. 

FROM   THE   same: 


'he  eTil  tendency  of  increasing  penal  latrs,  or  enforeinfp  even, 
those  already  in  beui^  -vrith  r^i^oar. 


I  HAVE  always  regarded  the  spirit  of  mercy 
which  appears  in  the  Chinese  laws  with  ad- 
miration. An  order  for  the  execution  of  a 
criminal  is  carried  from  court  by  slow  jour- 
neys of  six  miles  a  day  ^  but  a  pardon  is  sent 
down  .with  the  most  rapid  dispatch.  If  fivo 
sons  of  the  same  father  be  guilty  of  the  same 
offence^  one  of  them  is  forgiven,  in  order  to 
continue  the  family  and  comfort  his  aged 
parents  in  their  decline. 

Similar  to  this,  there  is  a  spirit  of  mercy 
breathes  through  the  laws  of  England,  which 
spine  erroneously  eiudeavour  to  suppress  ;  th^ 
laws  however  seem  inn  willing  to  punish  the 
offender,  or  to  furnish  the  officer^  of  justice 
with  every  means  of  acting  with  severity* 
Those  who  arrest  debtors  are  denied  the  use 
cf  arms,  the  nightly  wsltch  is  permitted  tp 
repress  the  disorders  of  the  drunken  citizens 
only  with  clubs  ^  Justice  in  such  a  case  seems 
to  hide  her  terrors,  and  permits  some  offenders 
to  escape  rather  than  load  any  with  a  punish-^ 
ment  disproportioned  to  the  crime. 

Thus  it  is  the  glory  of  an  Englishman,  that 
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he  is  not  only  governed  by  laifrs^but  that  these 
are  also  tempered  by  mercy  ;  a  country  re* 
strained  by  severe  lavrs,  and  those  too  exe* 
cutedwith  severity  (as  in  Japan] Js  under  the 
most  terrible  species  of  tyranny ;  a  royal  ty- 
rant is  generally  dreadful  to  the  great,  but 
numerous  penal  laws  grind  every  rank  of  peo- 
ple, and  chiefly  those  least  able  to  resist  op- 
pression— ^the  poor. 

It  is  very  possible,  thus  for  a  people  to  be^ 
come  slaves  to  lavrs  of  their  own  enacting,  as 
the  Athenians  were  to  those  of  Draco.  '  H 
might  first  happen,'  says  the  historian^  ^  that 
men  with  peculiar  talents  for  villany,  attempt- 
ed to  evade  the  ordinances  already  established ; 
their  practices  therefore  soon  brought  on  a 
new  law  levelled  against  them  ;  but  the  same 
degree  of  cunning  which  had  taught  the  knave 
to  evade  the  former  statutes,  taught  him  to 
evade  the  latter  also  ;  he  flew  to  new  shifts, 
while  justice  pursued  with  new  ordinances; 
still,  however,  he  kept  his  proper  distance, 
and  whenever  one  crime  was  judged  penal  by 
the  state,  he  left  committing  it  in  order  to 
practise  some  unforbidden  species  of  villany. 
Thus  the  criminal  against  whom  the  threaten- 
ing&  were  denounced  always  escaped  free; 
while  the  simple  rogue  alone  felt  the  rigour  of 
justice.  In  the  mean  time  penal  laws  became 
kumerous,  almost  every  person  in  the  state 
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unknowiDgly  at  different  times  offended^  and 
was  every  tnoment  subject  to  a  malicious  pro-*, 
secution.^  In  fact,  penal  laws,  instead  of  pre- 
Tenting  crimes,  are  generally  enacted  after 
the  commission  ;  instead  of  repressing  the 
growth  of  ingenious  viUany,  only  multiply 
deceit,  by  putting  it  upon  new  shifts  and  ex- 
pedients of  practising  with  impunity. 

Suchlaws  therefore  resemble  the  guards  which 
are  sometimes  imposed  upon  tributary  princes, 
apparently  indeed  to  secure  them  from  dan* 
ger,  but  in  reality  to  confirm  their  captivity. 
Penal  laws,  it  must  be  allowed,  secure  pro« 
perty  in  a  state,  but  they  also  diminish  per- 
sonal security  in  the  same  proportion  :  there 
is  no  positive  law,  how  equitable  soever^  that 
may  not  be  sometimes  capable  of  injustice. 
When  a  law  enacted  to  make  theft  punishable 
with  death,  happens  to  be  equitably  executed, 
it  can  at  best  only  guard  our  possessions ;  but 
when  by  favour  or    ignorance  justice  pro- 
nounces a  wrong  verdict,  it  then  attacks  our 
lives,  since  in  such  a  case  the  whole  commu- 
nity suffers  with  the  innocent  victim ;  if  there^ 
fore,  in  order  to  secure  the  effects  of  one  man, 
I  should  make  a  law  which  may  take  away 
the  life  of  another,  in  such  a  case  to  attain  a 
smaller  good,  I  am  guilty  of  a  greater  evil'; 
to  secure  society  in  the  possession  of  a  bauble, 
I  render  a  real  and  valuable  possession  pre^ 
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carioiiB.  And  isdeed  the  experience  of  every 
age  may  serve  to  vindicate  the  assertion  :  no 
law  could  be  more  just  than  that  called  lesae 
Majestaiisy  vihen  Rooae  was  governed  by  em- 
perors. It  was  but  reasonable,  that  every 
conspiracy  against  the  administration  should 
be  detected  and  punished  ;  yet  what  terrible 
slaughters  succeeded  in  consequence  of  its 
enactment;  prosc:riptions^  stranglings^poison* 
ings,  in  almost  every  family  of  distinction  ; 
yet  all  done  in  a  legal  way,  every  criminal  had 
his  trial,  and  lost  his  life  by  a  majority  of  wit* 
n^sses* 

And  such  will  ever  be  the  case,  where  pu- 
nishments are  numerous,  and  where  a  weak, 
vicious,  but  above  all,  where  a  mercenary  ma* 
gistrate  is  concerned  in  their  execution ;  such 
a  man  desires  to  see  penal  laws  increased,  sinoe 
he  too  frequently  has  it  in  his  polver,  to  turn 
them  into  instruments  of  extortion  ;  in  such 
hands  the  more  laws,  the  wider  means,  not  of 
satisfyiiig  justice,  but  of  satiating  avarice. 

A  iDercenary  magistrate  who  is  rewarded  in 
proportion,  not  to  his  integrity,  but  to  the 
Bumber  he  convicts,  must  be  a  person  of  the 
most  unblemished  character,  or  he  will  lean 
on  the  side  of  cruelty ;  and  when  once  the 
wori£  of  injustice  is  begun,  it  is  impossible  te 
tefU  how  far  it  will  proceed  ;  it  ts  said  of  the 
hjmimf  ^at  naturally  it  is  no  way  rav«»ou^. 
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hut  when  once  h  has : tasted  buman  flesh,  it 
becomes  the  most  voracious  animal  of  the) 
forest,  and  continues  to  persecute  mankind 
ever  after:  a  corrupt  magistrate  may  be  con  «^ 
sidered  as  a  human  hysena;  he  begins:  per*- 
haps  by  a  private  snap,  he  goes  on  to  a  Aiorset 
among  friends,  he  proceeds  to  a  meal  in  pub-' 
lie,  frohn  a  meal  he  advances  to  a  surfeit,  and- 
at  last  sucks  blood  like  a  vampyre. 

Not  into  such  hands  sh<>uld  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  be  entrusted,  but  to  those  who 
know  how  to  reward  as  well  as  to  punish.  It 
was  a  fine  saying  of  Nangfu,  the  emperor, 
who  being  told  that  his  enemies  had  raised  an 
insurrection  in. one  of  the  distant  provinces, 
Come  then,  my  friends,  said  he,  follow  me,  and 
I.promise  you  that  we  shall  quickly  destroy 
them :  he  marched  forward,  and  the  rebels^ 
submitted  upon  his  approach.  All  now  thoughjt 
that  he  would  take  the  mpst  signal  revenge, 
|l>ut  were  surprised  to  see  the  captives  treated 
^ith  n^ildness  and  humanity.  How !  criei^ 
his  first  minister,  is  this  the  manner  in  wfa[icli 
you  fulfil  yourproipise  ?  yo^r  royal  word  was 
^iven  that  your  enemies  should  be  destroyed,  * 
apd  behold,  you  ha^e  pardoned  all,  and  eve^ 
caressed  some  !  I  promised,  replied  the^  emj; 
jieror,  with  a  generous  air,  to  destroy  my-enet 
^es^  I  have  ftilfiUed  my  word,  for  sfe,  they 
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are  etaeHDies  no  loBger;  I  have  made  friends 

of  thCHB. 

This,  could  it  always  succeed,  were  the 
true  method  of  destroying  the  enennes  of  a 
state  ;  well  it  were  if  rewards  and  mercy  alone 
could  regulate  the  commonwealth ;  but  sinoe 
punishments  are  sometimes  necessary,  let  then 
<at  least  be  rendered  terrible,  by  being  exe- 
euted  but  seldom,  and  let  justice  lift  her  sword 
rather  to  terrify  than  rcTcnge. — ^Adieu« 


LETTER  LXXX, 

FROM   THE    SAME. 


The  ladies'  trains  ridicaled. 


J-  HAVE  as  yet  given  yon  but  a  short  and  im- 
petfect  description  of  the  ladies  of  England. 
V^oman,  my  friend,  is  a  subject  not  easily  uti« 
-derstood,  even  in  China  :  what  therefore  can 
be  expected  from  my  knowledge  of  the-  sex  in 
a  country  vrhere  they  ure  universally  allowed 
to  be  riddles,  and  I  but  a  stranger  ? 

To  confess  a  truth,  I  was  afraid  to  begin 
'the  description,  lest  the  sex  should  undergo 
some  new  revolution  before  it  was  finished ; 
and  my  picture  should  thus  become  old  before 
it  could  weU  be  said  to  have  «var  been  new. 
To-day  they  are  Hfted  ii^on  stHtft,  to-morrow 
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idiey  loniwr  tkeir  Wk  and  rai^e  their  Imtds ; 
their  clothes  at  one  time  are  Uoated  out  >vith 
whalebone ;  at  piresent  they  ba^e  laid  their 
hoops  aside)  a  ad  are  become  as  slim  as/ m^-^ 
maids.  All,  all  is  in  a  state  of  con tmual  flu^«- 
tuation,  fVom  the  mandarine's  wife,  wh^ralr 
ties  through  the  streets  in  her  chariot,  to  the 
humble  sempstreto,  who  clatters  ovet  thepavt ^ 
meat  in  iron-shod  pattens. 

What  chiefly  distinguishes  the^ex  at  pre- 
sent is  the  train.  As  a  lady's  quality  or  fashion 
was  once  determined  hereby  the  circumference 
txf  her  hoop,  both  are  now  measured  by  the 
length  of  her  tail.  Women  of  moderate  for^ 
tunes  are  contented  with  tails  moderately 
long  ;  but  ladies  of  true  taste  and  distinction 
set  no  bounds  to  their  ambdtian  in  this  par- 
ticular. I  am  told  tiie  Lady  Mayoress,  on 
days  of  ceremony,  carries  one  longer  than  a 
bdwether  of  Bantam,  whose  tail  you  know  is 
trundled  along  in  a  wheel-barrow. 

Sun  of  China,  what  contradictions  do  we 
find  in  this  strange  world  !  not  only  the  peo- 
ple of  different  countries  think  in  opposition  ta 
each  other,  but  the  inhabitants  of  a  single  island 
are  often  found  inconsistent  to  themselYes ; 
would  you  believe  it?  this  very^ people^  my 
Fum,  who  are  so  fond  of  seeing  their  women 
with  long  tails,  at  the  same  time  deck  their 

horses  to  the  very  rump !  !  ! .    • 

L  2. 
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Bat  you  may  easily  guess  that  I  am  tio  way 
displeased  with  a  fesUaD  which  tends  to  ibh 
crease  a  demand  for  the  commodities  of  the 
-East,'  and  is  so  very  beneficial  to  the  •country 
jn  which  I  was  born.  Nothing  can  be  better 
calciftlated  to  increase  the  price  of  silk  thafi 
the  present  manner  of  dressing*  A  lady's 
train  is  not  bought  but  at  some  expense,  and 
after  it  has  sWept  the  public  walks  for  a  very 
few  eTcnings,  is  fit  to  be  worn  no  longer :  more 
silk  must  be  bought  in  order  to  repair  the 
breach,  and  some  ladies  of  peculiar  economy 
are  thus  found  to  patch  up  their  tails  eight  or 
ten  times  in  a  season.  This  unnecessary  con- 
sumption may  introduce  poverty  here,  but 
then  we  shall  he  the  richer  for  it  in  China. 

The  man  in  black,  who  is  a  professed  ene- 
my to  this  manner  of  ornamenting  the  tail^ 
assures  me,  there  are  numberless  inconveni- 
ences attending  it,  and  that  a  lady  dressed  up 
to  the  fashion  is  as  much  a  cripple  as  any  in 
Nankinf.     But  his  chief  indignation  is  levelled 
at  those  who  dress  in  this  mann^,  without  a 
proper  fortune  to  support  it.    He  assures  me, 
t|)at  he  has  known  some,  who  would  have  a 
tail   though  they    wanted  a    petticoat,  and 
others,  who,  without  any  other  pretensions^ 
fancied  they  became  ladies  merely  from  the 
addition' of  three  superfluous  yards  of  rag^^ed 
silk  ;  I  know  a«thrifty  good  woman,  continuea. 
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hOi  wli»  thinking  herself  oUiged  to  eioiry'  a 
train  like  her  betters,  never  Tirftlks  Arom  hem^g 
without  the  uneasy  apprehensione  of  wearing 
it  out  too  soon  ;  every  excursion  sh^  m^ke§ 
gives  her  new  aniiiety^  and  her  train  is  evei'y 
bit  as  importunate,  and  wounds  her  pesi^e,  as 
moch  as  the  bladder  we  sometimes  See  tied  to 
the  tail  of  a  csrt. 

Nay,  he  ventures  to  affirm,  that  ii>traitt  m^y 
^ten  bring  a  lady  into  the  most  ei^itieal  eii^-^ 
eahistances  ;  ^for  should  a  rude  £dloW,*  says 
be,  'offer  to oome  up  to  ravish  a  kiss>.aiid  the 
lady  attempt  to  avoid  it,  in  retirllig  she  innst 
necessarily  tread  upon  her  train,  and  thus  fall, 
fairly  upon  her  back,  by  which.  nueaUS  etery 
one  knows — her  clothes  may  be  spoiled/^ 

The  ladies  here  make  no  scruple'  to  laugh, 
at  the  smallness  of  a  Chinese  slipper;  but  I 
fancy  our  wives  at  China  would  have  a  more 
real  cause  of  laughter ,.couId  they  but  see  the 
imntoderate  length  of^  an  European  train.. 
Head  of  Confucius !.  to  view  a  human  being 
crippling  herself  with  a  great  unwieldy  tail 
fof  our  diveraion  ;  baekw«urds  she  canndt  g€f, 
fdrward  she  must  move  but  slowly^  and  if^^evef 
she  attempt'  to  turn  rounds  it  mnst^  be  itttt. 
eh^le  not  smaller  than  that  deseribed  by  tb« 
wfaeding  crocodile, ,  when  It  would  ftit^e  aar 
assidlant.  And  yet  to  think  that  all  thia  ^ou^ 
ISN  impotftMca  and  msjesty !  to  ihijtk  thaf 
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a  fauly  acqwiM  ailditiiMMl  rctpect  fi^oi  fiftoM 
yards  of  trailwg  tdfely  !  I  eaasot  oontaui ; 
ha^ha^lia;  ihifliseeriaulyarauMUit  of  Eu- 
ropcui  barbarity ;  the  fenale  Tartar  drcaaed 
IB  sheep  skins  is  ia  lar  BMire  cour^ntrnt 
drapery.  Their  own  writers  ha^e  scNiietiiiies 
in^aghed  against  theahsordity  of  this  fMhion  ; 
but  perhaps  it  has  never  beea  ridieoled  so 
well  as  upon  the  Italian  theatre ;  where  Pas- 
qaarielo  being  engaged  to  attend  on  the 
conntess  of  Femambroeoy  ha?fng  one  of  his 
bands  emjdoyed  in  carrying  her  muff,  and  the 
ether  h^  l^p-dog,  he  bears  h^  train  majesti- 
cally along  by  sticking  it  in  the  waist-band  of 
bis  breeohes«    Adiea. 
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FROM   THE   SAME. 


Tlie  tcienccf  ssefnl  in  a  popolout  ftate  prejadicial  in  a  barbarous 


A  tmpVTB  has  for  sonoie  time  diirided  the  phi-> 
lifl^ophers  of  Europe ;  it  is  debated,  wheihei^ 
arts  sjid  sciences  are  more  seririoeable  or  pre- 
judicial to  mankind.  They  who  maintain  the 
c^useof  literature  endeayoor  to  prove  their 
usefulness  from  the  in^ssibility  of  a  large 
number  of  men  subsisting  in  a  small  traiet  of 
eopptry  without  them;   from   the  pletssur«» 
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Vbtch  attends  the  acquisition,  and  from  the 
influence  of  knowledge  in  promoting  practical 
morality. 

They  who  maintain  the  opposite  opinion, 
display  the  happiness  and  innocence  of  those 
uncultivated  nations  who  live  without  learn* 
ing ;  urge  the  numerous  yices  which  are  t^ 
be  found  only  im  polished  society,  enlarge  upon 
the  oppression,  the  cruelty,  ^nd  the  blood 
which  must  necessarily  be  shed,  in  order  to 
cement  cif il  society,  and  insist  upon  the  hap-^ 
py  equriity  of  conditions  in  a  barbarous  state 
preferable  to  the  unnatural  subordination  of 
a  more  refined  constitution. 

The  dispute,  which  has  already  giren  so 
much  employment  to  speculatiTc  indolence^ 
has  been  managed  with  much  ardour,  and 
(not  to  suppress  our  sentiments)  with  but 
little  sagacity.  They  who  insist  that  the 
sciences  are  useful  in  refined  society  are  cer^^ 
tainly  right,  and  they  who  maintain  that  bar-* 
barous  nations  are  more  happy  without  them^ 
are  right  also;  but  when  one  side  for  this 
reason  attempts  to  prove  them  as  uniTersatl]^ 
uisefol  to  the  solitary  barbarian  as  to  the  native 
of  a  crowded  coaimonwealth :  or  when  the 
pther  endeavours  to  banish  them,  as  preju-i 
dicialto  all  society,  even  from  populous  states^ 
as  well  as  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  wilder-^ 
ness,  they  are  both  wrong ;  since  that  know^ 
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ladge  which  makci  the  happiseM  of  a  reiaed 
£iiropean  wovhl  be  a  tormeot  to  the  preea* 
lions  tenant  of  an  Asiatic  wild. 

Let  mCf  to  proTe  this^  transport  the  imagi- 
nation for  a  moment  to  the  midst  of  a  forest 
in  Siberia.  There  we  briiold  the  inhabitant, 
poor  indeed,  but  eqnalljr  fond  of  happiness 
with  the  most  refined  philospher  of  China. 
The  earth  lies  ancnltirated  and  uninhabited 
for  miles  around  him  ;  his  little  family  and  he 
the  sole  and  undisputed  possessors.  la  sueh 
circumstances  natare  and  reason  will  indued 
him  to  prefer  a  hunter's  life  to  that  of  cnlti^ 
Tating  the  earth.  He  will  certainly  adhere  to 
that  manner  of  ItTin'g  whicfa  is  carried  on  at  the 
smallest  expense  of  labodr,  and  that  food 
which  is  most  agreeslble  to  the  appetite  ;  he 
win  prefer  indolent  though  precarious  lu:i^ofy 
to  a  laborious  though  permanent  competence  ; 
and  a  knowledge  of  bis  own  happiness  will 
determine  him  to  persevere  in  native  bar-^ 
Jwirity 

In  like  mamMr  bii  huppiness  will  incline 
him  to  bind  himsdf  by  no  lait :  lawi^  are  made 
in  order  to  secure  present  property,  but  he  is 
possessed  of  no  pi^operty  whk^  he  is  afraid  to 
lose,  and  desires  no  more  than  will  be  sufficient 
to  sustain  Urn ;  to  enter  into  compacts  with 
others  would  be  undergoing  a  voluntary  dbH« 
gation  without  the  exprctance  of  any  rowant^ 
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-He  and  his  c^VLWttymen  are  tenants^  not  rfvalsr^ 
in  the  same  inexhaustible  forest ;  the  increased 
possessions  of  one  by  no  means  diminishes 
the  expectations  arising  from  equal  assiduity 
jn  another ;  there  is  no  need  of  laws  there- 
foire  to  repress  ambition^  where .  there  can  be 
no  mischief  attending  its  most  boundless  gra>- 
tifications. 

Our  solitary  Siberian  will,  in  like  manner^ 
find  the  sciences  not  only  entirely  useless  in 
directing  his  practice,  but  disgusting  even  in 
speculation.  In  every  contemplation  our  cu-* 
riosity  must  be  first  exdited  by  the  appear- 
ances of  things,  before  our  reason  undergoes 
the  fatigue  of  investigating  the  causes.  Some 
of  those  appearances  are  produced  by  experi* 
ipent,  others  by  minute  enquiry ;  some  arise 
&Qm  a  knowledge  of  foreign  climates,  and 
others  from  an  intimate  study  of  our  own. 
But  there  are  few  objects  in  comparison  wluoh 
present  themselves  to  the  inhabitant  of  a  bar-» 
barous  country ;  the  game  he  hunts,  or  the 
transient  cottage  he  builds,  make  up  the  chief 
objects  of  his  concern  ;  his  curiosity  therefore 
must  be  proportionably  less;  and  if  that  is 
diminished,  the  reasoning  faculty  will  be  di« 
minished  in  proportion. 

Besides,  sensual  eigoyment  adds  wings  to 
curiosity*  We  consider  few  objects  with  ar-^ 
dent  attention,  but  those  which  have  some 
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.eMMCiioa  witti  our  wtfthe9,  •ur  pkafiures,  or 
our  Beoessities.  A  desire  of  enjoyroent  first 
imteresta  ear  passions  in  the  pursuit,  p<itiit$ 
out  the  dhject  of  inyestigation,  and  reason 
4hen  comments  ifvhere  sense  has  led  the  ipray. 
-An  iaerease  ia  the  number  of  our  enjoyments 
th^efore  necessarily  produces  an  increase  of 
scientific  research ;  but  in  countries  where 
^dmost  every  enjoyment  is  wanting,  reason 
4here seems  destitute  of  its  great  inspirer,  and 
Apeeulation  is  the  business  of  fools  when  it 
hecomes  its  own  reward. 

The  barbarous  Siheriaa  is  too  wise,  there* 
fere^  to  exhaust  his  time  in  quest  of  know^ 
ledge,  which  Jieither  curiosity  prompts,  nor 
pleasure  impels  hisi  to  pursue.  When  told  of 
Ihe  exact  admeasurement  of  a  degree  Bpofl 
Die  ejq[uator  at  Quito,  he  feels  no  jdeasure  ikr 
the  acoaunt;  whea  informed  tbatsueh  a  dis- 
covery tends  to  promote  navigation  and  com- 
merce, he  finds  himsdf  no  way  interested  iq 
either*  A  discovery  which  some  have  pur- 
sued at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  affects  bim 
with  neither  astonishment  nor  pleasure.  He 
is  satisfied  with  thoroiighly  understanding  the 
few  objects  which  contribute  to  bis  own  fe- 
licity ;  he  knows  the  properest  places  where 
to  lay  the  snare  for  the  sable ;  and  discerns 
the  value  of  furs  with  more  than  European 
sagacity.    More  extended  knpwledge  weuM 
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•aljr  ser Ye  to  render  him  unhappy ;  it  niighii 
lend  a  ray  to  sh^w  him  the  misery  of  bis  8itii« 
ation ;  but  could  not  guide  him  ki  bis  eflPorta 
te  aToid  it.  ignorance  is  the  happiness  of  the 
poor. 

The  misery  of  a  being  endowed  with  8enti<« 
ments  above  its  capacity  of  frnition,  is  most 
admkrably  described  in  one  of  the  fables  of 
Loeman,  the  Indian  moralist.    '  An  elephant, 
that  had  been  peculiarly  serticeable  in  fighting 
the  bafltles  of  Wistaow,  was  ordered  by  the 
god  to  wish  for  whatever  he  thought  proper, 
and  the  desire  should  be  attevided  with  im-* 
mediate  gratification.    The  elephant  thanked 
his  benefactor  on  beaded  knees,  and  desired 
'  to  be  endowed  with  the  reason  and  the  faculties 
of  a  man.    Wistnbw  was  sorry  to  heat  the 
fb<^sh  request,  and  endeavoured  to  dissuade 
him^from  bis  misplaced  ambition';  but  finding 
it  to  no  purpose,  gave  him  at  last  such  a  por* 
-tion  of  wisdom  as  could  correct  even  the  Zen* 
davesta  of  Zoroaster.     The  reasoning  ele« 
phant  went  away  rejoicing  in  his  new  tusqui* 
sition,  and  though  his  body  still  retained  its 
antient  form,  be  found  his  appetites  and  pas^ 
sions  entirely  altered.     He  first  considered, 
that  it  wouM  not  only  be  more  comfortable, 
but  also  more  becoming,  to  wear  clothes ;  but 
unhappily  he  had  no  meAod  of  making  tii0tti 
]iiin8df,^or  badtethenir^  of  spee<?hi(^deiawd 


lliem  from  oihars,  and  ibis  was  tbefirat  tiaw 
he  firit  real  anxiety.  He  soon  perceived  kow' 
Hfneh  imure  elegantly  men  were  fed  than  he/ 
tberef<Nre  he  began  to  loathe  bus  usual  food, 
and  longed  for  those  delicacies  which  adonr 
the  tables  of  princes  ;  but  here  again  he  found 
a  impossible  to  be  satisfied;  for  though  he 
could  easily  obtain  flesh,  yet  he  found  it  im- 
possible to  dress  it  in  any  degree  of  perff^r-: 
tion.  In  shorty  every  pleasure  that  contributed 
to. the  felicity  of  mankind,  served  only  io  ren-^ 
fler  him  more  misel^aUe,  as  he  found  himsdf 
utterly  deprived  of  the  power  of  enjeymentw 
In  this  manner  he  led  a  raining,  discontented 
life,  detestiiig  himself,  and  displeased  with  hit 
ill-judged  ambition,  till  at  last  his  beneAiotor^ 
Wistnow,  taking  compi^sion  on  his  forlon» 
situation,  restored  him  to  the  ignorance  and 
f  he  happiness  which  he  was  originally  fornfted 
totffljoy.' 

.  .'No,  my  friend,  to  attempt  to  introduce  the 
sciences  into  a  nation  of  wandering  barbae 
jTians,  is  only  to  render  them  more  miserable 
ithan  even  nature  designed  they  should  be.  A 
l^e  of  simplidity  is  best  fitted  to  a  state  of 
^oUtiide^  * 

,  The  great  lawgiver  of  Russia  attempted  to 
improve  the  desolate  inhabitants  of  Siberia, 
Jiiy  sending  amoag  them  spiiie  of  the  politefil 
mm  of  £|urope*    The  consequeiiee  has  shpw^ 
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that  the  country  was  as  y^t  unfit  to  ree^T^ 
tbem  ;  they  languished  for  a  time  with  a  sort 
of  exotic  malady,  every  day  degenerated  from 
themselves,  and  at  last,  instead  of  re^ndering 
the  country  more  polite,  they  conformed  to  the 
soil,  and  put  on  barbarity. 

No,  my  friend ;  in  order  to  make  the  sci- 
ebces  useful  in  any  country,  it  must  first  be- 
come populous ;  theinhabitant  nrnst  go  through 
the  different  stages  of  hunter,  shepherd,  and 
husbandman:  then,  when  property  becomes 
valuable,  and  consequently  gives  cause  for 
injustice  ;   then,  when  laws  are  appointed  to 
repress  injury,  and  secure  possession  ;   when 
men,  by  the  sanction  of  those  laws,  become 
possessed  of  superfluity  ;  when  luxury  is  thus 
introduced,  and  demands  its  continual  supply, 
then  it  is  that  the  sciences  become  necessary 
and  useful;    the  state  then  cannot  subsist 
without  them;  they  must  then  be  introduced, 
at  once  to  teach  men  to  draw  the  greatest  pos- 
sible quantity  of  pleasure  from  circumscribed 
possession ;  and  to  restrain  them  within  the 
bounds  of  moderate  enjoyraetit. 

The  sciences  are  not  the  cause  of  luxury, 
but  its  conseqtience,  and  this  destroyer  thus 
brings  with  it  an  antidote  which  resists  the 
virulence  of  its  own  poison.  By  asserting 
that  luxury  introduces  the  sciences,  we  assert 

a  truth ;    but  if  with  those,  who  rcyeet  the 
Vol.  II.  M 
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utiUty  ^f  learoingy  we  assert  that  the  sisieneee 
aUsa  iatrodace  luxury,  we  shall  be  at  once 
falae^  abewrd,  and  ridieuloiis.    Adieu. 


LETTER  LXXXII. 

From  Xdeft  Chi  Altangiy  to  HingpOy  bjf  the 

way  of  Moscow. 


Some  cautions  on  life,  taken  from  a  modem  phUoiophev  ef  China. 


X  ou  are  now  arrived  at  an  age,  my  son,  wben 
pleasure  dissuades  frojn  apjriication ;  but  rob 
not,  by  present  gratification,  all  the  succeed- 
ing period  of  life  of  its  happiness.  Sacrifice 
a  little  pleasure  at  first  to  the  expectance  of 
greater.  The  study  of  a  few  years  will  make 
the  rest  of  life  completely  easy. 

But  instead  of  continuing  the  subject  my^ 
self,  take  the  following  instructiotts  borrowed 
^rom  a  modern  philosopjher  of  China*^  ^  He 
who  has  begun  his  fortune  by  study  will  eer-- 
tainly  confirm  it  by  perseverance.  The  loTe 
of  books  damps  the  passion  for  pleasure ;  aa4 
when  this  passion  is  opce  extinguished,  life 
is  then  cheaply  supported ;  thus  a  man  being 
possessed  of  more  than  he  waftts,  can jnever  be 

*^  A  translatioii  oftbw  passage  may  filiBO  be  seen  in  Du 
Halde,  vol.  ii.  fol  p.  47  and  58,  Tkla.  cx.tiraet  will  at  keaAl 
tenre  to  show  that  fondness  for  humour  which  appears  iu 
iliio  wriUnyy  oftho  CbineM» 
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4ul^jeet  to  j^reat  disappointments,  and  a^oid^ 
all  those  meannesses  which  indigence  aoi^- 
time6  unavoidably  prodaces« 

^  There  is  an  unspeakaUe  pleasure  attend- 
ing the  life  of  a  voluntary  student.  The  first 
time  I  read  an  excellent  book,  it  is  to  me  just 
as  if  I  had  gained  a  new  friend.  When  I 
read  over  a  book  I  have  perused  before,  it 
resembles  the  meeting  with  an  old  one.  We 
ought  to  lay  hold  of  every  incident  in  life  for 
improvement,  the  trifling  as  well  as  the  im-^ 
portant.  It  is  not  one  diamond  alone  which 
gives  lustre  to  another,  a  common  coarse 
stone  is  also  employed  for  that  purpose.  •  Thud 
I  ought  to  draw  advantage  ftrom  the  insultH 
and  contempt  I  meet  with  from  a  worthless 
fellow.  His  brutality  ought  to  induee  me  to 
self-examination,  and  correct  ev^y  blemish 
that  may  have  given  rise  to  his  calumny. 

^  Yet,  with  all  the  pleasures  and  profits 
which  are  generally  produced  by  learning, 
parents  often  find  it  difficult  to  induce  their 
children  to  study.  They  often  seem  dragged 
to  what  wears  the  appearance  of  application. 
Thus  being  dilatory  in  the  beginning,  all  fa-^ 
ture  hopes  of  eminence  are  entirely  cut  ofi. 
If  they  find  themselves  obliged  to  write  two 
lines  more  polite  than  ordinary,  their  pencil 
l^hen  seems  as  heavy  as  a  millstone,  and  they 
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spend  ten  years  in  tuniiag  two  or  three  periods 
ifith  propriety. 

^  These  persons  are  most  at  a  loss  Tvhen  a 
banquet  is  almost  o^er;  the  plate  and  the 
dice  go  rouDd,  that  the  number  of  little  verses 
which  each  is  obliged  to  repeat  may  be  deter- 
mined by  chance.  The  booby,  when  it  comes 
to  bis  turn,  appears  quite  stupid  and  insensi- 
ble. The  company  divert  themsdves  with 
his  confusion  ;  and  sneers,  winks,  and  whis- 
pers, are  circuited  at  his  expense.  As  for 
him,  he  opens  a  pair  of  large  heavy  eyes.  Stares 
at  all  about  him,  and  even  offers  to  join  in  the 
laugh,  without  ever  considering  himself  as  the 
burthen  of  all  their  good  humour. 

^  But  it  is  of  no  importance  to  read  much, 
e:(cept  you  be  regular  in  reading.  If  it  be 
interrnpted  for  any  considerable  time,  it  call 
never  be  attended  with  proper  improvement. 
There  are  some  who  study  for  one  day  with 
intense  application,  and  repose  themselves 
for  ten  days  after.  But  wisdom  is  a  coquet, 
and  must  be  courted  with  unabating  assiduity. 

/  It  was  a  saying  of  the  ancients,  that  a 
man  jaever  opens  a  book  without  reaping  some 
advantage  by  it.  I  say  with  them,  that  every 
book  can  serve  to  make  us  more  expert,  ex- 
cept romances,  and  these  are  no  better  than 
the.  instrunients   of  debauchery*     They  are 
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dadfg^oHii  fi6ti<liis,  where  love  is  tU  raling 
passion. 

*  The  most  indecent  strokes  there  pass  fot 
turns  of  wit,  intrigue  and  criminal  liberties 
for  gallantry  atid  politeness.  Assignations^ 
attd  eren  viHainy,  are  put  in  suchstrong  Ughts, 
as  may  inspire  even  grown  men  with  the 
stnongest  passion;  how  much  more  therefore 
Ottght  the  youth  of  either  sex  to  dread  Aem^ 
whose  reason:  is  so  weak,  and  whose  hearts 
are  so  susceptible  of  passion  I 

^  To  slip  in  by  a  back  door,  or  hop  a  wall, 
are  accomplishments  that,  when  handsomely 
set  oiF,  enchant  a  young  heart.  It  is  true  the 
plot  is  commonly  wound  up  by  a  marriage^ 
eoneluded  with  the  consent  of  parents,  and 
adjusted  by  every  ceremony  prescribed  by 
law.  But  as  in  the  body  of  the  work  there  are 
many  passages  that  offiend;  good  morals,*  o^r* 
throw  laudable  custom,  violate  the  laws,  and 
de«1v<oy  the  duties  most  essential  to  society^ 
lii^tue  is  thereby  exposed  to  the  most  danger* 
out  attacks. 

'  But,  f$Bj  name,  the  authors  of  Ulese  ro^ 
fMnces  have  nothing  in  view,  but  to  represent 
viae  punished,  and  virtue  rewarded.  -Granted. 
But  win  the  greater  number  of  readers  take 
notf  ce  of  these  punishments  and  rewarda  i  Are 
noi  4ieir  minds  carried  to  something  else  I 
Can  it  be  ioMigined  that  ^e  heart  wUh  wUMk. 
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the  author  inspires  the  loTe  of  wtue,  cfto 
overcome  that  crowd  of  thoughts  which  sway 
them  to  licentiousness  ?  To  be  able  tp  incul- 
cate Tirtue  by  so  leaky  a  yebicle,  ithe  author 
must  be  a  philosopher  of  the  first  rank.  But 
in  our  age  we  can  find  but  few  first-rste  pbi-r 
losophers. 

'  Avoid  such  performances  where  Tice  as» 
sumes  the  face  of  virtue ;  seek  wisdom  and 
knowledge  without  ever  thinking  you  have 
found  them.  A  man  is  wise  while  he  cosr 
tinues  ii|  the  pursuit  of  wisdom  ;  but  when  he 
once  fancies  that  he  has  found  the  object  of 
his  inquiry^  he  then  becomes  a  fool.  Leara 
to  pursue  virtue  from  the  man  that  is  blind^ 
who  never  makes  a  step  without  first  exw^in- 
ing  the  ground  with  his  stafi^. 

'  The  world  is  like  a  vast  sea,  mankind  like 
a  vessel  sailing  on  its  tempestuous  bosom. 
Our  prudence  is  its  sails,  the  sciences  iserve 
us  for  oars,  good  or  bad  fortune  are  the  favoiHV 
able  or  contrary  winds,  and  judgment  h  the 
rudder :  without  this  last  the  vessel  is.  tossed 
by  every  billow,  and  will  find  shipwro<4^in 
every  breese.  In  a  word,  obscurity^and  indi* 
gence  are  the  parents  of  vigilance  and  econo* 
my ;  vigilance  and  economy,  of  richer  and 
honour;  riches  and  honour,  of  pride  and 
luxury;  pride  and  luxury,  of  impurity  and 
idl^neas;  aad  impurity  and  idlenoM  agaiii 
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produee  i»digen«e  and  obacarity*    Such  are 
tbe  reYolutions  of  Ufe.'    Adieu » 
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LETTER  LXXXIII. 

From  Lien  Chi  AUangij  to  Fum  Hoam^Jlrst 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
Pekiny  in  China. 


Tbe  aneedottf  of  aerenil  poets,  wbo  lived  and  died  In  circum* 

stances  of  ^mretchedness. 


I  FAKCY  tbe  character  of  a  poet  is  in  eyery 
country  the  same ;  fond  of  enjoyingtbe  presents 
cardi^ss  of  the  future,  his  cpnversatioii  that  of 
a  man  of  sense,  his  actions  those  of  a  fool  \ 
of  fortitude  able  to  stand  unmoved  at  the 
bursting  of  an  earthquake,  yet  of  sensibility 
to  be  affected  by  tbe  breaking  of  a  tea-cup ; 
HUch  is  bis  character,  vrhich,  considered  in 
ev^y  light,  is  the  very  opposite  of  that  Tvbicb 
leads  to  riiebes, 

Tbe  poets  of  tbe  West  are  as  remarkably 
for  their  indigence  as  their  genius,  and  yet 
among  th^.  nuqaerous  hospitals  designed  to 
relieve  the  poor,  I  haye  heard  pf  but  one 
erected  for  tbe  benefit  of  decayed  autbprs* 
This  ivas  founded  by  Pope  Urban  VII J.  and 
c^Ued  the  retreat  of  the  incurables,  intimating^ 
that  it  was  equally  impossible  to  reclaiim  tb# 
pfttienta  who  sifed  for  reception,  from  ppv^rtyi 
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•rfmnpoedry  Tobemeere,wereItoiwBd 
yoa  SB  accouBt  of  the  lives  of  ihe  Westen 
poets,  either  ancient  or  modem,  I  fancy  you 
would  think  me  employed  in  c<^ectinf^  ma- 
terials for  an  history  of  hnman  wretchedness. 

Homer  is  the  first  poet  and  beg^gar  of  note 
among  the  ancients  ;  he  was  blind,  and  sang 
his  ballads  abont  the  streets ;  butit is  obseryed, 
that  his  mouth  was  more  frequently  filled  with 
verses  than  with  bread.  Plantns  the  comic 
poet  was  better  off;  he  had~two  trades,  he 
was  a  poet  for  his  diTcrsion,  anci  helped  to 
torn  a  mill  in  order  to  gain  a  livelihood. 
Terence  was  a  slave,  and  Boethius  died  in 
gaol. 

Among  the  Italians,  Paulo  Burghese,  al- 
most as  good  a  poet  as  Tasso,  knew  foarteen 
difl^ent  trades,  and  yet  died  because  he  could 
get  employment  in  none.  Tasso  himseMT,  wh«K 
had  tbe^most  amiable  character  of  all  poets, 
has  often  been  obliged  to  borrow  a  crown 
from  some  friend,  in  order  to  pay  for  a  month^s 
subsistence ;  he  has  left  us  a  pretty  sonnet, 
addressed  to  his  cat,  ill  which  be  begs  tho 
light  of'  Uer  eyes  to  write  by^  bang  too  poor 
to  aflbrd  himself  a  candle.  But  Bentivogiio^. 
poor  Bentivoglio  !  chiefly  demands  our  fnty. 
His  comedies  will  last  with  the- Italian  lan-^ 
l^age  ;  he  dissipated  a  noble  fortune  in  acts 
of  cbarity  and  l^navolence ;  bdt  faWng  infti^. 
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misery  in  his  old  age,  wais  refused  to  be  ad> 
mitted  into  an  hospital  which  he  himself  had 
erected. 

In  Spain,  it  is  said,  the  great  Cervantes 
died  of  hunger;  and  it  is  certain,  that  the 
famous  Camoens  ended  his  days  in  an  hos- 
pital. 

If  we  turn  to  France,  we  shall  there  find 
even  stronger  instances  of  the  ingratitude  of 
the  public.  Vaugelas,  one  of  the  politest 
writers,  and  one  of  the  honestest  men  of  his 
time,  was  surnamed  the  Owl,  from  his  being 
obliged  to  keep  within  all  day,  and  venture 
out  only  by  night,  throughfear  of  his  creditor^. 
His  last  will  is  very  remarkable  ;  after  having 
bequeathed  all  his  worldly  substance  to  the 
discharging  his  debts,  he  goes  on  thus :  ^  But  a^ 
there  still  may  remain  some  creditors  unpaid, 
even  after  all  that  I  have  shall  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  in  such  a  case,  it  is  my  last  will,  that 
my  body  should  besold  to  the  surgeons  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  that  the  purchase  should 
go  to  the  discharging  those  debts  which  I  owe 
to  society  ;  so  that,  if  I  could  not,  while  living, 
at  least  when  dead,  I  may  be  useful.' 

Cassander  was  one  of  the  greatest  geniuses 
of  his  time,  yet  all  his  merit  could  not  pro- 
cure him  a  bare  subsistence.  Being  by  de- 
grees driven  into  an  hatred  of  all  mankind 
from  the  little  pity  he  found  amongst  them, 
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ke  eytn  wemtmred  at  Ia«t  ungiatefiitty  to  ia- 
pate  his  calamities  to  ProTicteoce.  In  kia 
last  agonies,  when  the  priest  entreated  him  to 
rely  on  the  justice  of  beaYoa,  and  ask  mercy 
from  him  that  made  him ;  '  If  Crod,'  replies  he, 
'  has  shewn  me  no  justice  here,  what  reason 
have  I  to  expect  any  from  him  hereafter  r' 
But  being  answered,  that  a  snspensioa  of 
justice  was  no  argument  that  should  induce 
us  to  doubt  of  its  reality  ;  ^  Let  me  entreat 
you/  continued  his  confessor,  ^  by  all  that  as 
dear,  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  your  Father,  your 
Maker,  and  friend.' — ^No,'  rq^ed  theexaspe^ 
rated  wretch,  ^  you  know  the  manner  in  which 
be  left  me  to  live ;'  and,  pointing  to  the  straw 
on  which  he  was  stretched,  ^  and  you  see  Ihd 
manner  in  which  he  leayes  me  to  die  I' 

fiut  the  sufferings  of  the  poet  in  other  conn- 
tries  is  nothing  when  compared  to  his  dis<» 
tresses  here ;  the  names  of  Spenser  and  Otway> 
Butler  and  Dryden,  are  every  day  mentioiied 
as  a  national  reproach,  some  of  them  lived  i^ 
a  state  of  precarious  indigence,  and  others 
literally  died  of  hunger. 

At  present  the  few  poets  of  England  no 
longer  depend  on  the  great  for  subsistence, 
they  have  now  no  other  patrons  but  the  pub>- 
lie,  and  the  public,  collectively  considered^  is 
a  good  and  a  generous  master.  It  is,^  indeed, 
too  frequently  mistaken  as  to  the  merits  of 
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every  candidate  for  favour;  but  to  make 
amends,  it  is  never  mistaken  long.  A  per- 
formance indeed  may  be  forced  for  a  time  into 
reputatioii,  but  destitute  of  real  merit  it  soon 
sinks ;  time,  the  touchstone  of  vrhat  is  truly 
ir^able,  mil  soon  discover  the  fraud,  and  an 
aatbor  shouki  never  arrogate  to  himself  any 
stmce  of  suoeess,  till  Iris  works  have  been  read 
at  least  feo  years  vrith  satisfaction. 

A  man  of  letters  at  present,  vrhose  works 
are  valuiJrie,  is  perfectly  sensible  of  their  va- 
lue.   Every  poKte  member  of  the  community, 
by  buying  what  he  writes,  contributes  to  re- 
ward.    The  ridicule  therefore  of  living  in  a 
garret,  might  have  been  wit  in  the  last  age, 
but  ooAtinues  such  no  longer,   because   no 
longer  true.    A  writer  of  real  merit  now  may 
easily  be  rich  if  his  heart  be  set  only  on  for- 
tune :  and  for  those  who  have  no  merit,  it  is 
but  fit  that  such  should  remain  in  merited  ob- 
scurity.    He  may  now  refuse  an  invitation  to 
.  dtoner,  without  fearing  to  incur  hiis  patron*s 
displeasure,  or  to  starve  by  remaining  at  home. 
He  may  now  venture  to  appear  itt  company 
with  just  such  clothes  aa  other  men  generally 
wear,  and  talk  even  to  princes  with  all  the 
conscious  superiority  of  wisdom.     Though  he 
dannol  boast  of  fortune  hwe,  yet  be  can  bravely 
assert  the  dignity  of  independence. 
*       .         .  Adieu.    ' 
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LETTER  LXXXIV. 

FROM   THE    SAME. 


The  trifling  sqnabblet  of  ttaf  e-playen  ridicnled. 


I  HAVE  interested  myself  so  long  in  all  the  con-* 
cerns  of  this  people,  that  I  am  almost  become 
an  Englishman  ;  I  now  begin  to  r^ad  with 
pleasure  of  their  taking  towns  or  gaining  bat<* 
ties,  and  secretly  wish  disappointment  to  all 
the  enemies  of  Britain.  Yet  still  my  regard 
to  mankind  fills  me  with  concern  for  their  con^ 
tentions.  I  could  wish  to  see  the  disturbances 
of  Europe  once  more  amicably  adjusted ;  I  am 
an  enemy  to  nothing  in  this  good  world  .but 
war ;  I  hate  fighting  between  rival  states  ;  I 
hate  it  between  man  and  man  ;  I  hate  fighting 
even  between  women. 

I  have  already  informed  you,  that  while  Eu-« 
rope  was  at  variance,  we  were  also  threatened 
from  the  stage  with  an  irreconcilable  opposi- 
tion,and  thatour  singing  women  were  resolved 
to  sing  at  each  other  to  the  end  of  the  season. 
O  my  friend,  those  fears  were  just.  They 
are  not  only  determined  to  sing  at  each  other 
to  the  end  of  the  season,  but  what  is  worse, 
to  sing  the  same  song,  and  what  is  still  more 
insupportable,  to  make  us  pay  for  hearing. 

If  they  be  for  war,  for  my  part  I  should  ad- 
vise them  to  have  a  public  congress,  and  there 


fairly  9(|uaU<ai  each  otben  W)iat  signifies 
-aounding  the  trumpet  of  defi,ance  at  a  distaDce, 
^nd  calling  in  the  town  to  fight  their  battles. 
I  would  have  them  come  holdJy  into  one  of 
the  most  open  and  frequented  streets,  face  to 
face,  and  there  try  their  skill  in  qp^veriog. 

However  this  may  be,  resolved  I  am  that 
they  shall  not  touch  one  single  piece  of  silver 
more  of  mine.    Though  I  have  ears  for  music, 
thanks  to  Heaven,  they  are  not  altogether 
asses'   ears.      What!    Polly  and   the  Pick- 
pocket to-night,  Polly  and  the  Pickpocket 
to-morrow  night,  and  Polly  and  the  Pick- 
pocket again  ;  I  want  patience.     I  will  hear 
UQ  more.     My  soul  is  out  of  tyne,  all  jarring 
discord  and  confusion.      Rest,  rest  ye  dear 
three  clinking  shillings  in  my  pocket's  bot- 
tom ;  the  music  you  make  is  more  harmonious 
to^my  spirit,  than  catgut,  rosin,  or  all  the 
nightingales  that  ever  chirruped  in  petticoats. 
But  what  raises   my    indignation    to   the 
greatest  degree,  is  that  this  piping  does  not 
only  pester  me  on  the  stage,  but  is  my  punish- 
mei^t  in  private  conversation.     What  is  it  to 
me,  whether  the  fine  pipe  of  one,  or  the  great 
n^anner  of  the  other,  be  preferable  ?  What  care 
I  if  one  have  a  better  top,  or  the  other  a  nobler 
bottom  ?   how  am  I  concerned  if  one  sings 
from  the  stomach,  or  the  other  sings,  with  a 
snap  ?   Yet  paltry  as  these  matters  are,  they 
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make  a  sabject  of  dabatt  wbepe^er  |  go^  aad 
tiiis  musical  dispate,  especially  among  tlia 
feiir  seXi  almost  always  ends  in  a  very  unmu- 
sical altercation. 

Sure  the  spirit  of  conteation  is  mixed  into 
the  very  constitution  of  the  people  ;  ilivisions 
among  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries  arise 
X^nly  from  their  higher  concerns,  but  subjects 
the  most  contemptible  are  made  an  affair  of 
party  here,  the  spirit  is  carried  even  into  their 
amusements.  The  very  ladies,  whose  duty 
should  seem  to  allay  the  impetuosity  of  the 
opposite  sex,  become  themselves  party  cham- 
pions, engage  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
scold  at  each  other,  and  show  their  courage, 
even  at  the  expense  of  their  lovers  and  their 
beauty. 

There  are  even  a  numerous  set  of  poets 
who  help  to  keep  up  the  cootention,  and  write 
for  the  stage.  Mistake  me  not,  I  do  not  mean 
pieces  to  be  acted  upon  it,  but  panegyrical 
verses  on  the  performers,  for  that  is  the  most 
universal  method  of  writing  for  the  stage  at 
present.  It  is  the  business  of  the  stage  poet 
therefore  to  watch  the  appearance  of  every 
new  player  at  his  own  house,  and  so  come  out 
next  day  with  a  flaunting  copy  of  newspaper 
verses.  In  these  Nature  and  the  actor  may 
be  set  to  run  races,  the  player  always  coming 
off  victorious;   or  Nature  may  mistake  bim 


fir  herself;  or  old  6lMik8|iearo  may  put  on 
lira  windin^-filieet  and  pay  him  a  Tisit ;  or  tbd 
tvneftil  Nine  nlay  leltrike  wp  their  harps  in  hia 
praise  ;  or,  should  it  happen  to  be  an  aetresa^ 
Venus,  the  beauteous  queen  of  Love,  and  the 
naked  Graces^  are  eVer  inlnraiting:  the  la4y 
mttflt  be  beraelf  a  j^oddess  bred  and  hwru ;  she 
miisl — but  you  shall  have  a  speeiinen  of  one 
ef  these  po^xis>  which  may  convey  a  more  {Nre- 
ciseidea. 

On  seising  Mrs.  ^"^  perform  v/i,  the  character 

To  you,  bright  fair,  the  Nine  address  their  lays,  ^ 

And  tun<^  my  ibel)1«  voice  to  sing  thy  praise. 

The  heartfelt  power  of  every  charm  divine,  ^ 

VHio  can  Tvith^tand  their  all-comnmnding  shifle ! 

See  hdw  ghe  mores  along  with  every  grace. 

while  soul-brought  tears  steal  down  each  snining  ikeo. 

8iM»  spieaks,  His  raptane  all  and  nameless  bliss, 

ye  gjpds !  what  transport  e'er  compar'd  to  this  ? 

As  wnien  in  IPaphiah  groVes  the  queen  of  Love, 

With  i^Bd  colnf  laint,  a^fcdress'd  the  listeoiog  Jore ; 

'Twasjoy  and  endless  blisses  all  around, 

Amt  roeks  foiSipot  their  hardiress  at  the  iouiid. 

Thea  first,  at  last  e'en  Jove  \^as  takea  in, 

And  ielt  her  charms,  without  disguise,  witbin. 

And  yet  think  not,  my  friend^  that  I  have 
any  particular  animosity  against  the  cham-. 
piens  v?ho  are  at  the  head  of  the  present  com^- 
motion ;  on  the  contrary,  I  could  find  plea- 
fiiure  in  their  music,  if  served  up  at  proper  in- 
tervals; if  I  heard  it  only  on  proper  occa- 
aionSi  and  not  about  it  wherever  I  go.     In 

^t^  I  could  patroniire  them  both  ;  and  as  an. 

N  2 
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i^fttance  of  my  condescension  in  this  particHt^ 
lar,  they  may  come  and  give  me  a  song  at  my 
lodging,  on  any  evening  when  1  am  at  leisure^ 
provided  they  keep  a  becoming  distance,  and 
stand,  while  they  continue  to  entertain  me> 
with  decent  humiKty  at  the  door. 

You  perceive  I  have  not  read  the  seventeen 
books  of  Chinese  ceremonies  to  no  purposes 
I  know  the  proper  share  of  respect  due  to  every 
rank  in  society.  Stage-players,  fire-eaters^ 
singing  women,  dancing  dogs,  wild  beast», 
and  wire-walkers,  as  their  efforts  are  exerted 
for  our  amusement,  ought  not  entirely  to  be 
despised*  The  laws  of  every  country  should 
allow  them  to  play  their  tricks  at  least  with 
impunity.  They  should  not  be  branded  with 
the  ignominious  appellation  of  vagabonds  ;  at 
least  they  deserve  a  rank  in  society  equal  to 
the  mystery  of  barbers,  or  undertakers,  and 
could  my  influence  extend  so  far,  they  should 
be  allowed  to  earn  even  forty  or  fifty  pounds 
a  year,  if  eminent  in  their  profession. 

I  am  sensible,  however,  that  you  will  cen- 
sure me  for  profusion  in  this  reispect,  bred  up 
as  you  are  in  the  narrow  prejudices  of  Eastorn 
frugality.  You  will  undoubtedly  assert,  that 
such  a  stipend  is  too  great  for  so  useless  an 
employment.  Yet  how  will  your  surprise  in- 
crease, when  told,  that  though  the  law  holds 
them  as  vagabonds,  many  of  them  earn  more 
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than  a  tkousand  a  jear.  You  are  amazed. 
Tbere  is  cause  for  amazement.  A  vagabond 
with  a  thousand  a  year  is  indeed  a  curiosity 
IB  Nature ;  a  i^oader  for  surpi^sing  the  flying 
fiab,  petrified  orah^  or  teaveUing lobster.  How-* 
ewetf  from  my  gpreat  love  to  the  profession,  I 
liTould  willingly  baye  them  divested  of  part 
of  their  contempt^  and  part  of  their  finery  ; 
the  law  should  kindly  take  them  under  the 
wing  of  protection,  fix  them  into  a  corp«ira- 
tion,  like  that  of  the  barbcors,  and  abridge  their 
ignominy  and  their  pensions.  As  to  their 
abilities  in  other  respects,  I  would  leave  that 
entirely  to  the  public,  who  are  certainly  in 
this  case  the  praperest  judges — whether  they 
despise  them  or  xio. 

Yes,  my  Fqro,  I  ivould  abridge  their  pen^ 
sions.  A  theatrical  warrior,  who  conducts 
th^  battles  of  the  stage,  should  be  cooped  up 
with  the  same  caution  as  a  Bantum  cock  that 
is  kept  for  fighting.  When  one  of  those  ani»^ 
mals  is  taken  from  its  native  dunghUl,  we 
retrench  it  both  in  the  quantity  of  its  food, 
and  the  number  of  its  seraglio  :  players  should 
in  the  same  manner  be  fed,  not  fattened  ;  they 
should  be  permitted  to  get  their  bread,  but 
not  to  eat  the  people^s  bread  into  the  bargain ; 
and,  instead  of  being  permitted  to  keep  four 
mistresses,  in  conscience  they  should  be  con« 
tented  only  with  two. 
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Werestage-players  thus  brought  into  bounds, 
perhaps  we  should  find  their  admirers  less 
sanguine,  and  consequently  less  ridiculofts 
in  patronizing  them.  We  should  no  longer 
be  struck  with  the  absurdity  of  seeing  the  sam<^ 
people,  whose  valour  makes  such  a  figure 
abroad,  apostrophizing  in  the  praise  of  a 
bouncing  blockhead,  and  wrangling  in  the 
defence  of  a  copper-tailed  actress  at  hmne. 

I  shall  conclude  my  letter  with  the  sensible 
admonition  of  M&  the  philosopher.  ^You 
love  harmony,'  says  he,  'and  are  charmed 
with  music.  I  do  not  blame  you  for  hearing 
a  fine  voice,  when  you  are  in  your  closet  with 
a  lovely  parterre  under  your  eye,  or  in  the 
night-time,  while  perhaps  the  moon  difinses 
her  silver  rays.  But  is  a  man  to  carry  this 
passion  so  far  as  to  let  a  company  of  come- 
dians, musicians,  and  singers  grow  rich  upon 
his  exhausted  fortune  ?  If  so,  he  resembtes  one 
of  those  dead  bodies,  whose  brains  the  em- 
balmers  have  picked  out  through  its  ears.' 
Adieu. 
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LETTER  LXXXV, 

FKOM   THE   SAME. 


Tke  races  of  Newmarket  ridicHled.    The  detcriptioa  of  a  cart 

race.    . 


Of  all  the  places  of  amusement  where  gen- 
tlemeD  and  ladies  are  entertained,  I  haTe  not 
been  yet  to  lisit  Newmarket.  This,  I  am  told 
is  a  large  field ;  where,  upon  certain  occa« 
sions,  three  or  foiir  horses  are  brought  toge- 
ther ;  then  set  a  running,  and  that  hor^e 
which  runs  the  fastest,  wins  the  wager. 

This  is  reckoned  a  very  polite  and  fashion- 
able amusement  here,  much  more  followed  by 
the  nobility  than  partridge  fighting  at  Jara, 
or  paper  kites  in  Madagascar  ;  several  of  the 
great  here,  I  am  told,  understand  as  much  of 
farriery  as  their  grooms ;  and  a  horse,  with 
any  share  of  merit,  can  ncTer  want  a  patron- 
among  the  nobility. 

We  have  a  description  of  this  entertain- 
tainment  almost  every  day  in  some  of  the  ga- 
zettes, as  for  instance :  ^  On  such  a  day  the 
Give  and  Take  Plate  was  run  for  between  his 
grace's  Crab,  his  lordship's  Periwinkle,  and 
'squire  Smachem's  Slamerkin.  AH  rode  their 
own  horses.  There  was  tibe  greatest  coneoiirse 
of  nobility  that  has  been  known  here  for  seve^ 
ral  seasons.  The  odds  were  in  favour  o£Crab 
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in  the  beginnings,  but  Slamerkin,  after  the  first 
heat,  seemed  to  have  the  match  hollow :  how- 
ever, it  was  soon  seen  that  Periwinkle  im- 
proved in  wind,  which  at  last  turned  out 
accordingly ;  Crab  was  run  to  a  stand-still, 
Slamerkin  was  knocked  up,  and  Periwinkle 
was  brought  in  with  universal  applsluse.* 
Thus  you  see  Periwinkle  received  universal 
applause,  and  no  doubt  his  lordship  came  in 
for  some  share  of  that  praise  which  was  so 
libei^ally  bestowed  upon  Periwinkle.  Sun  of 
China !  how  glorious  must  the  senator  appear 
in  his  cap  and  leather  breeches,  his  whip  cross- 
ed in  his  mouth,  and  thus  toming  to  the  goal 
amongst  the  shouts  of  grooms,  jockies,  ]^mps, 
stable*bred  dukes,  and  degraded  g^ierals ! 

From  the  description  of  this  princely  amuse- 
ident,  now  transcribed,  and  from  the  great 
veneration  i  have  for  the  characters  of  its 
principal  promoters,  I  make  no  doubt  but  I 
shall  look  upon  an  horse-race  with  becoming 
reverence,  predisposed  as  I  am  by  a  similar 
amusement,  of  which  I  have  lately  been  a 
spectator ;  for  just  now  I  happened  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  being  present  at  a  c&rt-rmce. 

Whether  this  contention  between  three  carts 
of  different  parishes  was  promoted  by  a  sub- 
seription  among  the  nobility,  or  whether  the 
grand  jury,  in  council  assembled,  had  glo- 
riously conibiiied  to  encourage  plaustral  merit, 
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I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  detefmine ;  but  cer- 
tain it  is  the  whole  was  conducted  with  the 
utmost  regularity  and  decorum,  and  the  com- 
pany, which  made  a  brilliant  appearance,  were 
universally  of  opinion,  that  the  sport  was  high, 
the  running  fine,  and  the  riders  influenced  by 
DO  bribe. 

It  was  run  on  the  road  from  London  to  a 
Tillage  called  Brentford,  between  a  turnip 
eart,  a  diist  cart^  and  a  dung  cart ;  each  of 
the  owners  condescending  to  mount  and  bo 
bis  own  driTcr.     The  odds  at  starting  were 
Dust  against  Dung  five  to  four ;  but,  after 
htilf  a  mile's  going,  the  knowing  ones  found 
themselves  all  on  the  wrong  side,  and  it  was 
Turnip  against  the  fields  brass  to  silver. 
^  Soon  I  however,  the  contest  became  mord 
dovbtfttl  y  Turnip  indeed  kept  the  way,  but 
it  was  percdved' that  Dung  had  better  bottom^ 
The  road  re-echoed  with  the  shouts  of  the 
spectators  ;  *  Dung  against  Turnip  !  Turnip" 
against  Dung  !'  was  now  the  universal  cry  ; 
neck  an4  neck ;  one  rode  lighter ,  but  the  other 
had  more  judgment,     I  could  not  but  g^rti-^ 
cularly  observe  the  ardour  with  which  the  fair 
sex  espoused  the  cause  of  the  different  riders 
on  this  occasion  ;  one  was  charmed  with  the 
unwashed  beauties  of  Dung;    another  was 
captivated    with    the    patibulary   aspect    of 
Turnip ;  while,  in  the  mean  time,  unfortunat^^ 
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gloomy  Duflt,  who  oame  wbtppUtg  bolMbd^ 
wtB  cheered  by  Ihe  ottoouragomeAita  of  somm^ 
and  pity  of  all. 

The  contention  now  conl&nited  for  aono' 
time,  without  a  possibility  of  deternMtag  io 
whom  victory  desi^i^iied  the, prize.  The  win- 
ning post  appeared  in  view,  and  he  who  dit>v« 
t4ie  turnip  cart  a^s^red  hitnaolf  of  suocobs  ; 
and  successful  be  mifi^t  have  beea^  hadhb 
horse  been  as  avubitioias,  aa  ba ;  hat  upwi  i^^ 
pnoaching  a  turn  froia,  the  Sroad,  wUoh  led 
homewards,  the  horse  faiity  3iood  stiU^  a»d 
refused  to  inove  a  foot  furthier.  The  dung 
eart  had  scarcely  timetoerMQ]t  this  temp^mry 
triumph^ when  it  was  pitched  heftidlong  into  a 
ditch  by  the  way-side,  and  the  rid^ar  left  tt 
wallow  in  congenial  mud.  Dust,  in  the  mean 
time,  soon  came  ap^  aad  not  being  far  ArMi 
the  post,  came  in  amidst  the  shoutls  arnd  acolav 
matipns  of  aM  th0  speHators,  and  greatly  di* 
xessed  by  alt  the  fi|«ality  of  Brentford^  For* 
tune  Was  kind  only  to  otto,  whb  ought  to  hare 
been  favouriEihle  to  all ;  ea«h  had  peculiar 
n^rij^  each  laboured  hard  to  earn  the  prizey 
and  each  richly  deserved  the  cart  he  drove. 

:  I  do  not  know  whether  this  description  may 
not  have  anticipated  that  which  I  Inteaded 

giving  of  ^]ewmarket.      I  am  told  there  is 

little  else  to  be  seen  even  there.    There  tnay 
beaome  minute  difiWeaces  in  the  dress  of  the 
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'8{>edtol(mrs,  btit  none  at  all  in  their  understand- 
In-^  ;  the  quaMty  of -Brentford  are  as  re- 
markable for  politeness  and  delicacy  as  the 
breeders  of  Newmarket.  The  quality  of 
Brentford  drive  their  own  carts,  and  the 
honourable  fraternity  of  Newmarket  ride  their 
t>wn  hcrses.  In  short,  the  matches  in  one 
]place  are  as  rational  as  those  in  the  other ;  and 
it  is  more  than  probable,  that  turnips,  dust, 
and  dun^,  are  all  that  can  be  found  to  furnish 
out  description  in  either. 

ForgiTO  me,  my  friend,  but  a  person  like 
me,  bred  up  in  a  philosophic  seclusion,  is  apt 
to  regard,  perhaps  with  too  much  asperity, 
tliose  occurrences  which  sink  man  below  his 
litation  hi  nature,  and  drminish  the  intrinsic 
fahie  ef  humanity.    Adie^. 


LETTER  LXXXVI. 

From  Fum  Hoam  to  Lien  Chi  Altangi. 


The  foUy  of  the  western  parts  of  Europe,  memployUic  the  RoMiaAP 

to  fight  their  batUes. 


Yeu  tell  me  the  people  of  Europe  are  wise  ; 
but  where  lies  their  wisdom  >  You  say  they 
are  yaliant  too ;  yet  I  have  some  reasons  to 
doubt  of  their  valour.  They  are  engaged  in 
war  among  each  other,  yet  apply  to  the  Rus- 
sians, their  neighbours  and  ours,  for  assist- 
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Slice.  Cultivating  sach  an  alliance  argues  at 
once  imprudence  and  tiii^idity.  All  subaidieti 
paid  for  such  an  aid  is  strengtbening  the  Ru9- 
sians,  already  too  powerful,  and  weakening 
the  employers,  already  exhausted  by  intestifie 
commotions. 

I  cannot  aYoid  beholding  the  Russian  em- 
pire as  the  natural  enemy  of  the  more  western 
parts  of  Europe;  as  an  enemy  already  pos- 
sessed of  great  strength,  and  from  the  nature 
of  the  government,  every  day  threatening  to 
become  more  powerful.  This  extensive  em- 
pire, which,  both  in  Europe  and  Asia  ooeupiies 
almost  a  third  of  the  old  world,  was,  about  two 
centuries  ago,  divided  into  separate  kingdoms 
and  dukedoms,  and  from  such  a  divlsion.con- 
sequently  feeble.  Since  the  times,  however, 
of  Johan  Basilides,  it  has  increased  in  strength 
and  extent;  and  those  untrodden  forests, 
those  innumerable  savage  animals  which  for- 
merly covered  the  face  of  the  country,  are  now 
removed,  and  colonies  of  mankind  planted  in 
their  room.  A  kingdom  thus  enjoying  peace 
internally,  possessed  of  an^  unbounded  extent 
of  dominion,  and  learni4ig  the.ipilitary  art  at 
the  expense  of  others  abroad,  must  every  day 
grow  more  powerful ;  and  it  is  probable  we 
shall  hear  Russia,  in  future  tiipes,  as  formerly, 
called  the  Officina  Gentium. 
Xt.  was  long  the  wish  of  Peter,  their  great 
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moBaf  eh>  to  have  a  fort  in  some  of  the  westerti 
parts  of  Europe;  many  of  his  schemes  and 
treaties  were  directed  to  this  end,  bnt  happily 
for  l^fojpe  he  failed  in  them  all.  A  fort  in 
the  power  of  this  people  would  be  like  the^ 
possession  of  a  floodgate ;  and  whenever  am- 
Wtion,  interest,  or  neccwity  prompted,  they 
might  then  be  able  to  deluge  the  whole  western 
world  with  a  barbarous  inundation. 

Bdieye  me,  my  friend,  I  cannot  sufficiently 
contemn  the  politicians  of  Europe,  who  thus 
make  this  powerful  people  arbitrators  in  their 
quarrel.     The  Russians  are  now  at  that  pe- 
riod between  refinement  and  barbarity,  which 
seems  most  adapted  to  military  achievement, 
and  if  once  they  ha|^en  to  get  footing  in  the 
Wesliern  parts  of  Eiirope,  it  is  not  the  feeble 
efforts  of  the  sons  of  efieminacy  and  dissen- 
tion  that  can  serve  to  remove  them.     The 
fertile  valley  and  soft  climate  will  ever  be  suf- 
ficient inducements  to  draw  whole  myriads 
from  their  native  deserts,  the  trackless  wild^ 
or  snowy  mountain. 

History,  experience,  reason,  nature,  ex- 
pand t\ke  book  of  wisdom  before  the  eyes  of 
mankind,  but  they  will  not  read.  We  have  seen 
with  terror  a  winged  phalanx  of  famished  lo- 
ciiSits,  each,  singly,  eontemptible,  but  from  mul"» 
titude  become  hideous,  «over,  like  clouds,  the 

faee  of  day^  and  threaten  the  whole  world  with 
Vol.  II.  o 
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mis.  We  have  seen  ibeni  s^lfing  tm  4lie 
fertile  plains  of  India  and  Eg^ypt,  destroyiiiif 
ID  an  instant  tbe  labours  and  tbe  bopesof  iia« 
tions-;  sparing  neiiber  tbe  fruit  of  tbe  eartk 
Bor  tbe  yerdure  of  4be  fields,  and  cbanging 
into  a  frigbtful  desert  landscapes  of  once  Ioy- 
uriant  beauty.  We  bave  seen  myriads  of  Kiitv 
issuing  togetber  from  tbe  sontbem  desert^ 
like  a  torrent  wbose  source  was  inexbaustible, 
succeeding  each  otber  without  end,  and  renew- 
ing their  destroyed  forces  with  unwearied  per- 
severance, bringing  desolation  wherever  tbey 
came,  banishing  men  and  animals,  and,  wheB 
destitute  of  all  subsistence,  in  heaps  infecting' 
the  wilderAcss  which  they  liad  made !  Liike 
these  have  been  the  migrations  of  men.  When 
as  yet  savage,  and  aimost  resembling  their 
brute  partners  in  the  forest,  subject  like  tbem 
only  to  the  instincts  of  nature,  .and  directed 
by  hunger  alone  in  the  choice  of  an  abode, 
howliave  we  seen  whole  armies  starting  wild 
at  once  from  their  forests  and  their  densi 
Goths,  Huns,  Vandals,  Saracens,  Turks,  Tar* 
tars,  myriads  of  men,  animals  in  human  form, 
without  country,  4vithout  name,  without  laws, 
out-powering  by  numbers  all  opposition, 
ravaging  cities,  overturning  empires,  and, 
after  having  destroyed  whole  nations,  and 
spread  extensive  desolation,  hpw^bave  we  seen 
tbem  sink  oppressed  <by  souie  .new  enemy, 
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aiore  barbarous  and  even  mor«  unknown  tban 
they  !    Adieiu 


LETTER  LXXXVII. 

Trom  Lien  Chi  AUangi^  to  Fum  Hoam^  first 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy-  at 
Pekinj  in  China^ 


Utdi^s  advised  to  get  hutlMikda.    A  story  to  this  purpose-. 


As  the  instruiCtionof  the  fair  sex  in  this  coun- 
try<  is  entirely  committed  to  the  care  of  foreign- 
cars,  as  their  language-masters,  music-masters, 
hair-frizzers,  and  governesses,  are  all  from 
abroad,  I  had  some  intentions  of  opening  a 
female  acacbmy  myself,  and  made  no  doubt, 
as  I  was  quite  a  foreigner,  of  meeting  a  fa- 
vourable reception. 

In  this  I  intended  to  instruct  the  ladies  in 
ail  the  conjugal  mysteries;  wives  should  be 
taught  the  art  of  managing  husbands,  and 
maids  the  skill  of  properly  choosing  them.  I 
would  teach  a  >vife  how  far  she  might  venture 
to  be  sick  without  giving  disgust ;  she  should 
be  acquainted  with  the  great  benefits  of  the 
cholic  in  the  stomach,  and  all  the  thorough- 
bred insolence  of  fashion  ;  maids  should  learn 
the  secret  of  nicely  distinguishing  every  com- 
petitor ;  they  should  be  able  to  know  the  dif- 
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leranoe  between  a  pedant  and  a  sehalar,  a 
citizen  and  a  prig,  a  squire  and  bis  horse,  a 
beau  and  his  monkey ;  but  chiefly  they  should 
be  taught  the  art  of  managing  their  smiles, 
from  the  contemptuous  simper  to  the  long  la- 
borious laugh.  ' 

But  I  have  diseontinued  the  jMroject ;  for 
what  would  signify  teaching  ladies  the  man- 
ner of  governing  or  choosing  husbands,  when 
marriage  is  at  present  so  much  out  of  fashion, 
that  a  lady  is  very  well  off  who  can  get  any 
liusbaud  at  all.  .Celibacy  now  prevaik  in 
je very  rank  of  life,  the  streets  are  crowded  witb 
old  bachelors,  and  the  houses  with  ladies  wIm 
liave  refused  good  offers,  and  are  iie?er  likdy 
to  receive  any  for  the  future. 

The  only  advice,  thwefore,  I  o^uld  give  the 
iair  sex,  as  things  stand  at  present,  is  to  get 
husbands  as  fast  as  they  can.  There  is  cer- 
itainly  nothing  in  the  whole  creation,  not  even 
Babylon  in  ruins,  more  truly  deplorable  than 
a  lady  in  the  virgin  bloom  of  sixty-three,  nor 
a  battered  unmarried  beau,  who  squibs  about 
from  place  to  place,  showing  his  pigtail  wig 
and  his  ears.  The  one  appears  to  my  imagi*- 
nation  in  the  form  of  a  double  nightcap,  or  a 
roll  of  pomatum,  the  other  in  the  shape  of  an 
electuary,  or  a  box  of  pills. 

I  would  once  more,  tiierefore,  advise  the 
ladies  to  get  husbands.    I  would  desire  them 


€JflUKi<r  OF  TflBlfOaLD.  149 

•-not  to  diiicai«&  an  did  loYdr  without  ren  nxHt- 
ficient  raasonS)  lier  treat  the  new  with  ill- 
ftature  ttU  they  know  him.false ;  let  not  pmdcs 
allego  the  falsencssi  of  the  aex,  coquettes  the 
pleaaiifes  of  long  c^onrtship,  or  parents  the 
Beeestary  preliminaries  of  penny  for  penny. 
I  have  reasons  that  would  silence  eren  a  ea- 
auist  in  this  particular.  In  the  firat  place, 
iberefore>  I  divide  the  subject  into  fifteen 
lieads,  and  then  sic  argumentor^^hui  not  to 
fpive  you  and  myself  the  spleen,  be  contented, 
at  present  with  an  Indian  tale : 

In  a  winding  of  the  river  Amidar,  just  be^ 
loffe  it  falls  into^the  Caspian  Sea,  there  lies  an 
island  unfrequented  by  the  inhabitants  of  tbt 
continent.  In  this  seclusion,  blessed  with  all 
that  wild  ttticultivafed  nature  conld' bestow, 
lived  a  princess  and  her  two  daug'bters.  Sh<& 
had  been  wrecked  upon  the  coast  while  h^ 
ehildren  as  yet  were  infants,  who,  of  conse-^ 
quence,  though  grown  up,  were  entirely  un- 
acquainted with  man.  Yet,  unexperienced  a$ 
the  young  ladies  were  in  the  opposite  sex, 
both  early  discovered  symptoms,  the  one  of. 
prrtdery,  the  other  of  being  a  coquette.  Th6 
eldest  was  ever  learning  maxims  of  wisdojoi 
and  discretion  from  her  mamma,  while  the 
youngest  employed  til  her  hours  in  gazing  at 
her  own  face  iii  a  neighbouring  fountain. 

Dheir  wnial  amusement  in  this  soUtttcfe  tvdi. 

a  3 


ftsldng :  their  iBoiker  had  taagiit  Aem  all  iIk 
■ecrets  of  the  art;  die  showed  them  which 
were  the  meet  likely  places  ta  throw  oat  the 
Hoe^  what  baits  were  most  proper  for  the  Ta- 
rions  seasons,  aad  the  best  manner  to  draw 
ap  the  finny  prey  when  they  had  booked  it. 
In  this  manner  they  spent  their  time,  easy  and 
innocent,  till  one  day,  the  princess  being  in*- 
dbposed,  desired  them  to  go  and  catch  her  a 
SJtur^oo  or  a  shark  for  supper,  which  sha 
fancied  might  sit  easy  on  her  storooch.  The 
daughters  obeyed,  and  clapping  on  a  gold 
fish,  the  usual  bait  on  those  occasions,  went 
and  sat  upon  one  of  the  rocks,  letting  tha 
gilded  hook  glide:  down- with  the  stream. 

Qn  the  opposite  shore,  furtber.do]?n,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  lived  a  diver  for  pearls  ; 
a  youth,  who,  by  long  habit  in  his  trade,  was 
almost  grown  amphibious ;  so  that  he  cc^Ud" 
remaii9  w)iole  hours  at  the  bottom  of.the  watec 
without  evjer.  fetching  breath.^  He  happened 
to  be  at  that  v:ery  instant  diving  when  the 
ladies  were  fishing  with^  the  gilded  hook^ 
Seeing,  therefore,  the  bait,  which  to  him  had 
*the  appearance  of  real  gold,  he.  was  resolved 
iQ  seise  tl|e  pri;Ke,  but  both  his  hs^ids  being 
alreadjr.  filled  with  pearl  oysterjs,  he  fo^nd 
himself  oMiged  tQ  supp  at  it  with  his  mouth  : 
the  consequence  is  easily  imagined  ;  the  hook^ 
before  unperceiy^d,  w^3  in^tiintly  f^i^tenc^  Uk 
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the  jftWy  nor  could  be,  with  all  bis  efforts  6t 
bisfLovtndenng,  get  free. 

^Sister/  cries  the  youngest  princess,  *I 
have  certainly  caught  a  monstrous  fish ;  I 
ner^r  perceiyed  any  thing  struggle  so  at  tbe 
•nd  of  my  line  before  ;  come,  and  help  me  t« 
draw  it  in.'  They  both  now,  therefore,  as- 
sisted in  fishing  up  the  diver  on  shore  ;  but 
nothing  could  equal  their  surprise  upon  seeing 
him.  *  Bless  my  eyes ;'  cries  the  prude>  *  what 
have  we, got  here?  this  is.a  very  odd  fish  te 
be  sure  ;.  I  never  saw  any  thing  in  my  life  took 
so  queer ;  what  eyes,  what  terrible  claws, 
what  a  monstrous  snout !  I  have  read  of  this 
monster  somewhere  before,  it  ciertainly  must 
be  a  tanlang^  that  eats  women ;  let  us  throw 
it  back  into  the  sea,  where  we  found.it.' 

The  diver  in  the  meantime  stood  upon  th^ 
beach,  at  theemi  of  the  line,  with  the  hook  in 
his  mouth,  using  every  art  that  he  thought 
could  best  excite  pity,  and  particularly  look- 
ing extremely  tender,  which  is  usual  ia  suok 
oircumstances.  The  coquette,  the;reforej  in 
#ome  measure  influenced  by  the  innocence  of 
hia  looks,  ventured  to  contradict  her  com>> 
panion.  ^  Upon  my.  word,  sister,'  says  she> 
^  I  see  nothing  in  the  animal  so  very  terrible 
as  you  are  pleased  to  apprehend  ;  I  think  ii 
may  serve  welf  enough  for  a  change.  '  Always 
sb^rkji^  and  stur.geons,.and  lobsters^  andiccitw^. 


-fisb,  make  me  quite  sick,  I  fSeiney  a  slice  of 
ibis,  Bieely    grilled ,  and  dressed   up  miih 
shrimp  saace,  would  be  very  pretty  eating, 
I  fancy  mamma  would  like  a  bit  with  pickles 
abore  all  things  in  the  world ;  and  if  it  should 
Bot  sit  easy  on  her  stomach,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  discontinue  it  when  found  disagree^ 
able,  you  know.^ — *  Horrid  !'  cries  the  prude, 
'  would  the  girl  be  poisoned  !  I  tell  you  it  is 
a  tanlang :  I  have  read  of  it  in  twenty  places. 
It  is  every  where  described  as  the  most  per^ 
nicious  animal  that  ever  infested  the  ocean. 
I  am  certain  it  is  the  most  insidiousj  ravenous 
feature  in  the  world,  and  is'certain  destrae- 
tion  if  taken  internally.     The  youngest  sister 
was  now,  therefore,  obliged  to  submit :  both 
assisted  in  drawing  the  hook  with  some  vio^ 
lence  from  the  diver's  jaw  ;   and  be,  finding 
himself  at  liberty,  bent  bis  breast  against  the 
broad  wave  and  disappeared  in  an  instant. 

Just  at  this  juncture  the  mother  came  down 
to  the  beach,  to  know  tlie  cause  of  her  daugh^ 
ters*  delay  ;  they  told  her  every  circumstance, 
describing  the  monster  they  had  caught.  The 
old  lady  was  one  of  the  most  discreet  women 
ill  the  world  ;  she  was  called  the  black-^eyed 
pirincessy  from  two  black  eyes  she  had  received 
in  her  yoath,  being  a  little  addicted  to  boiDBg 
in  bet  liquor.  '  Alas,  my  children,'  ones  she'^ 
^  what  have  you  done  ?  the  fish  you  eaughl 


^ 
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was  a  man-fish ;  one  of  the  most  tame  domes- 
tic animals  in  the  world.  We  could  have  let 
him  run  and  play  about  the  garden,  and  he 
would  have  been  twenty  times  more  entertain- 
ing than  our  squirrel  or  monkey,'— ^f  that 
be  all,'  says  the  young  coquette,  *  we  will  fish 
for  him  again.  If  that  be  all^  PIl  hold  three 
tooth-picks  to  one  pound  of  snufi^,  I  catch  him 
whenever  I  please.'  Accordingly  they  threw 
in  their  line  once  more,  but,  with  all  their  gild- 
ing, and  paddling,  and  assiduity,  they  could 
never  after  catch  the  diver.  In  this  state  of 
solitude  and  disappointment  they  continued 
for  many  years,  still  fishing,  but  without  suc- 
cess ;  till,  at  last,  the  genius  of  the  place,  in 
pity  to  their  distresses,  changed  the  jNrnde  into 
a  shrimp,  and  the  coquette  into  an  oyster. 
Adieu. 


LETTER  LXXXVIII. 

FROM   THE  BAME. 


The  folly  of  remote  or  useless  disquisitions  amon^  the  leameii 


I  AM  amused,  my  dear  Fum,  with  the  labouns 
of  some  of  the  lesOrned  here.  One  shall  write 
you  a  whole  folio  on  the  dissection  of  a  cater- 
pillar. Another  shall  swell  his  works  with  a 
description  of  the  plumage  on  the  wing  of  a 
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butterfly ;  a  third  shall  see  a  little  world  on 
a  peach  leaf,  and  publish  a  book  to  describe 
what  his  readers  might  see  more  clearly  in 
two  minutes,  only  by  beingiurnished  with  eyes 
and  a  microscope. 

I  have  frequently  compared  the  understand- 
ings of  such  men.  to  their  own  glasses.  Thek 
field  of  vision  is  too  contracted  to^  take  in  the 
whole  of  any  but  minute  objects  ;.  they  view 
all  nature  bit  by  bit ;  now  the  proboscis,  now 
the  attennas,  now  the  pinnas  of — a  flea.  Now 
the  polypus  comes  to  breakfast  upon  a  worm ; 
n9w  it  is  kept  up  to  see  how  long  it  will  live 
without  eating ;  now  it  is  turned  inside  out- 
ward ;  and  now  it  sickens  and  dies.  Thus 
they  proceed,  laborious  in  trifles,  constant  in 
experiment,  without  one  single  abstpactioo, 
by  which  alone  knowledge  may  be  properly 
said  to  increase  ;  till  at  last  their  ideas,  ever 
employed  upon  minute  things,  contract  to  the 
size  of  the  diminutive  object,  and  a  single  mite 
shall  fill  the  whole  mind^s  capacity. 

Yet  believe  me,  my  friend,  ridiculous  as 
these  men  are  to  the  world,  they  are  set  up  as 
objects  of  esteem  for  each  other.  They  have 
particular  places  appointed  for  their  meetings; 
in  which  one  shows  his  cockle-shell,  and  is 
praised  by  all  the  society ;  another  producer 
his  powder,  makes  some  experiments  that  re- 
sult in  nothing,  and  comes  oflTwith  admiration 
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&iid  applause  ;  a  third  comes  outivith  the  ini'* 
portont'discoTery  of  some  new  process  in  the 
skeleton  of  a  mole^  and  is  set  down  as  the  ac^ 
carate  and  sensible ;  wMle  one,  still  more  for* 
tunate  than  the  rest,  by  pickling,  pottin^r,  and 
preserving  monsters,  rises  -into  unbounded 
reputation. 

The4abours  of  such  men,  instead  of  being 
calculated  to  amuse  the  public,  are  laid  out 
only  in  diverting  each  other.  The  world  be- 
comes very  little  the  better  or  the  wiser,  for 
knowing  what  is  the  peculiar  food  of  an  in- 
sect, that  is  itself  the  food  of  another,  which 
in  its  turn  is  <?aten  by  a  third  ;  but  there  are 
men  who  have  studied  themselves  ifito  an 
habit  of  investigating  and  admiring  such  noi* 
nutm.  To  these  such  subjects  are  pleasing^ 
as  there  are  some  who  contentedly  spend  whole 
^ays  in  endeavouring  to  solve  enigmas,  x)r^iis^ 
entangle  the  puzzling-sticks  of  children. 

^But  of  all  the  learned,  those  who  pretend  to 
investigate  remote  antiquity,  have  least  to 
plead  in  their  own  defence,  when  they  carry 
this  passion  to  a  faulty  excess.  They  aro 
generally  fouiid  t^  supply  by  conjecture  the 
wantof  record,  and  then  by  perseverance  are 
wrought  up  into  a  con^dence  of  the  truth  of 
opinions,  which  even  to  themselves  at  firstt 
appeared  founded  only  in  imagination. 

The  JBuropeaus  have  heard  much  of  the 
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kingdom  of  China  :  its  politeness,  arts^  com* 
nerce,  laws,  and  morals,  are  however  but  very 
imperfectly  known  among  them.  They  have 
even  now  in  their  Indian  warehouse  number- 
less utensils,  plants,  minerals,  and  machines^ 
of  the  use  of  which  they  are  entirely  ignorant, 
nor  can  any  among  them  even  make  a  probable 
guess  for  what  they  might  have  been  designed. 
Yet  though  this  people  be  so  ignorant  of  the 
present  real  state  of  China,  the  philosophers 
I  am  describing  have  entered  into  long,  learn- 
ed, laborious  disputes  about  what  China  was 
two  thousand  years  ago.  China  and  Euro- 
pean happiness  are  but  little  connected  even 
at  this  day;  but  European  happiness  and 
China  two  thousand  years  ago  have  certainly 
no  connection  at  all.  However,  the  learned 
have  written  on  and  pursued  the  subject 
through  all  the  labyrinths  of  antiquity,  though 
the  early  dews  and  the  tainted  gale  be  passed 
away,  though  no  footsteps  remain  to  direct 
the  doubtful  chase,  yet  still  they  run  forward, 
open  upon  the  uncertain  scent,  and  though  in 
fact  they  follow  nothing,  are  earnest  in  the 
pursuit.  In  this  chase  however  they  all 
take  different  ways.  One,  for  example,  con- 
fidently assures  us,  that  China  was  peopled 
by  a  colony  from  Egypt.  Sesostris,  he  ob- 
serves, led  his  army  as  far  as  the  Ganges ; 
therefore,  if  he  went  so  far,  he  might  still  have 
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goBe  as  far  as  CbiHav  which  is  but  alnrnt  a 
ihoui9aB4  miles  from  thence ;  therefore  he  did 
go  to  China  ;  therefore,  China  was  not  peo^ 
pled  before  he  went  there ;  therefore  it  was 
peopled  by  him.  Besides,  the  Egyptians  haTe 
pjrramida:  the  Chinese  have  in  like  manner 
th^r  poroeiaia  tower ;  the  Bgyptians  used  to 
Ugbt  up  candles  upon  ev^ry  rejoicing,  the 
Chinese  have  lanterns  upoa  the  same  o6ea-* 
sion  ;  the  Bgyptlans  had  their  great  river,  so 
have  the  Chinese ;  but  what  serves  to  put  the 
matter  past  a  doubt  is,  that  the  aiitieht  kings 
of  China  and  those  of  Egypt  were  called  by 
the  same  names.  The  emperor  Ki  is  certainly 
the  same  with  King  Atoes ;  for,  if  we  only 
change  K  into  A,  and  i  into  toes,  we  shall 
have  the  name  Atoes  ;  and  with  equal  ease 
Mefies  may  be  proved  to  be  the  same  with  the 
Emperor  Yu ;  therefore  the  ChtnelBe  are  a 
colony  from  Egypt. 

But  another  of  the  learned'  is  etttirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  last ;  and  he  wiil  have  the 
Chinese  to  be  a  colony  planted  by  Noah^st 
after  the  deluge.  First,  from  the  vast  sitniH* 
tu(]^  there  is  between  the  BAme  ef  Fahi,  the 
founder  of  the  Chinese  moalurchy,  and  that  of 
Noah,  the  preserver  of  the  bunrnn  race ;  Noah, 
Fohi,  very  like  each  other  truly ;  they  have 
each  but  four  letters,  and  only  two  of  the  four 

happen  to  differ.    But  to  strengthen  the  ar« 
Vol.  II.  .     p 
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gumenty  Fohi^  as  the  Chinese  chronicle  as- 
serts, bad  no  father.    Noah,  it  is  true,  had, a 
father,  as  the  European  Bible  teUs  us  ;  but 
then,  as  this  father  was  probably  drowned  in 
the  flood,  it  is  jast  the  same  as  if  he  had  no 
father  at  all ;  therefore  Noah  and  Fohi  are  the 
same.     Just  after  the  flood,  the  earth  was 
coTered  with  mud ; '  if  it  was  covered  with 
mud,  it  must  have  been  inorustated  mad;  if 
it  was  incrustated,  it  was  clothed  with  rerduro ; 
this  was  a  fine  unembarrassed  road  for  Noah 
to  fly  from  his  wicked  children  ;  he  therefore 
did  fly  from  them,  and  took  a  journey  of  two 
thousand  miles  for  his  own  amusement ;  there- 
fore Noah  and  Fohi  are  the  same. 

Another  sect  of  literati,  for  they  all  pass 
aroon^  the  vulgar  for  very  great  scholars,  as- 
sert that  the  Chinese  came  neither  from  the 
colony  of  Sesostris,  nor  from  Noah,  but  are 
descended  from  Magog,  Meshec,  and  Tubal, 
and  therefore  neither  Sesostris,  nor  Noah,  nor 
Fohi  are  the  same. 

It  is  thus,  my  friend,  that  indolence  assumes 
the  airs  of  wisdom,  and  while  it  tosses  the  cup 
Knd  ball  with  infantine  folly,  desires  the  vr&rld 
to  look  on,  and  calls  the  stupid  pastime  philo- 
sophy and  learning.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  LXXXIX. 

FROM   THE    SAME. 


The  English  subject  to  the  spleen. 


AVhen  the  men  of  this  country  are  oncetufnei 
of  thirty^  they  regularly  retire  every  year  at 
proper  intervals  to  lie  in  of  the  spleen.  The 
vulgar,  unfurnished  vrith  the  luxurious  com- 
forts of  the  soft  cushion,  down  hed,  auA  easy 
chair,  are  obliged,  v^hen  the  fit  is  on  them,  to 
nurse  it  up  by  drinking,  idleness^  and  ill- hu- 
mour. In  such  dispositions,  unhappy  is  thQ 
foreigner  vyho  happens  to  cross  them ;  his  lopg 
chin,  tarnished  coat,  or  pinched  hat,  are  9ure 
to  receive  no  quarter.  If  they  meet  no  foreigner 
however  to  fight  with,  they  are  in  such  case^ 
generally  content  with  beating  each  other. 

The  rich,  as  they  have  piore  sensibility,  are 
operated  upon  with  greater  violence  by  this 
disorder.  Difierent  from  the  poor,  instead  ol 
becoming  more  insolent,  they  grow  totally 
unfit  for  opposition.  A  general  here,  whpt 
would  have  faced  a  culverin  when  well,  if  the 
fit  be  on  him,  shall  hardly  find  courage  ta 
snuflT  a  candle.  An  admiral,  who  could,  have 
opposed  a  broadside  without  shrinking,  shall 
sit  whole  days  in  his  chamber,  mobbed  up  in? 

double  night^caps,  shuddering  at  the  intrusivi^ 
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breexeyand  fittiii^ndiaUe  trom  Us  wife  only 
by  bis  bhudL  beard  and  beayy  eye-brows. 

In  the  country  ibis  disordo*  mostly  attacks 
the  fair  sex,  in  town  it  is  most  nnfaTonrable 
to  the  men.  A  lady,  who  has  jnned  whole 
years  amidst  cooing  doTes,  and  complaining 
nightingales  in  rural  retirement,  shall  resume 
all  her  iriTocity  in  one  night  at  a  city  gambling* 
table  ;  her  husband,  who  roared,  hunted,  and 
got  drunk  at  home,  shall  grow  splenetic  in 
town  in  proportion  to  his  wife's  good-humour. 
Upon  their  arriTal  in  Liondon  they  exchange 
their  disorders.  In  consequence  of  her  parties 
and  excursions,  he  puts  en  the  furred  cap  and 
Scarlet  stomacher,  and  perfectly  resembles  an 
Indian  husband,  who  when  his  wife  is  safely 
deliTcred,  permits  tier  to  transact  business 
abroad,  while  he  undergoes  all  the  formality 
of  keeping  his  bed,  and  receiying  all  the  con- 
dolence in  her  place. 

But  those  who  reside  constantly  in  town, 
ewe  this  disorder  mostly  to  the  influence  of 
the  weather^  It  is  impossible  to  describe  what 
a  variety  of  transmutations  an  East  wind  will 
produce  ;  it  has  be^i  known  to  change  a  lady 
of  fashion  into  a  parlour  couch,  an  alderman 
into  a  plate  of  custards,  and  a  dispenser  of 
justice  into  a  rat-trap^  Even  philosophers 
themselves  are  not  exempt  from  its  influence; 
it  has  often  oanyerted  a  poet  inta  a  coral  and 
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bells,  and    a  patriot   senator   into  a   dumb 
waiter. 

Some  days  ago  I  went  to  \isit  the  man  in 
blacky  and  entered  his  house  with  that  cheer- 
fulness, which  the  certainty  of  a  favourable 
reception  always  inspires.  Upon  opening  the 
door  of  his  apartment,  I  found  him  with  the 
most  rueful  face  imaginable,  iii  a  morning 
gown  and  flannel  night-cap,  earnestly  employ- 
ed in  learning  to  blow  the  German  flut^. 
Struck  with  the  absurdity  of  a  man  in  the  de- 
cline of  life,  thus  blowing  away  all  the^cpn- 
stitution  and  spirits,  even  without  the  cansp- 
lation  of  being  musical,  I  ventured  to  ask.what 
could  induce  him  to  attempt  learning  so  diffi- 
cult an  instrument  so  late  in  life.  To  this 
he  made  no  reply^  but  groaning,  and  still 
liolding  the  flute  to  his  lips,  continued  to  gaze 
at  me  for  some  moments  very  angrily,  and  theA 
proceeded  to  practise  his  gamut  as  before. 
After  having  produced  a  variety  of  the  most 
hideous  tones  in  nature;  at  last,  turning  to 
me,  he  demanded,  whether  I  did  not  think  he 
had  made  a  surprising  progress  in  two  day&? 
You  see,  continues  he>  iMve  got  the  Am- 
busheer  already,  and  as  for  fingering,  my  mas- 
ter tells  me,  I  shall  have  that  in  a  few  lessons 
more.  I  was  so  much  astonished  with  this 
instance  of  inverted  ambition,  that  I  knew  not 

what  to  reply ;  but  soon  discerned  the  cause 
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of  all  his  absurdities  ;  mj  friend  was  under  ii 
metamorphosis  by  the  power  of  spleen,  and 
flute-blowing  was  unluckily  become  his  ad- 
irentitious  passion. 

In  order  therefore  to  banish  his  anxiety  im- 
perceptibly, by  seeming  to  indulge  it,  I  began 
to  descant  on  those  gloomy  topics  by  which 
philosophers  often  get  rid  of  their  own  spleen, 
by  communicating  it ;  the  wretchedness  of  a 
man  in  this  life,  the  happiness  of  some  wrou^t 
out  of  the  miseries  of  others,  the  necessity  that 
wretches  should  expire  under  punishment, 
that  rogues  might  enjoy  affluence  in  traii>- 
quillity ;  I  led  him  on  from  the  inhumanity  of 
the  rich  to  the  ingratitude  of  the  beggar ;  from 
the  insincerity  of  refinement  to  the  fierceness 
of  rusticity ;  and  at  last  had  the  good  fortune 
to  restore  him  to  his  usual  serenity  of  temper> 
by  permitting  him  to  expatiate  upon  all  the 
modes  of  human  misery. 

^  Some  nights  ago,'  says  my  frigid,  ^  sitting 
alone  by  my  fire,  I  happened  to^  look  into  an 
account  of  the  detection  of  a  set  of  mes  eaHed 
the  thief-takers.  I  read  over  the  many  kideotts 
cruelties  of  those  haters  of  mankind,  of  their 
pretended  friendship  to  wretches  they  meant 
to  betray,  df  their  sending  men  out  to  mb, 
and  then  hanging  them.  I  could  not  a.void 
sometimes  interrupting  the  nanratiTe  by  cry- 
ing out,  Yet  thHe  mre  men  I  As  I  went  on,! 


CXnZSN  OF  THE  WORLD.  168 

was  ittformed  that  tbey  had  Jived  by  this  prac- 
tice several  years,  and  had  been  enriched  by 
the  price  of  blood,  and  yet,  cried  I,  I  have  been 
9ent  into  the  world,  and  am  desired  to  call 
these  men  my  brothers  !  I  read  that  the  very 
man  who  led  the  condemned  wretch  to  the 
-gallows,  was  he  who  falsely  swore  his  life 
away ;   and  yet,  continued  T,  thai  perjurer 
had  Just  such  a  nose,  such  lips,  such  hands^ 
and  such  eyes  as  Newton.    I  at  last  came  to 
the  account  of  the  wretch  that  was  searched 
after  robbing  one  of  the  thief^takers  of  half- 
a^crown.      Those  of  the  confederacy  knew 
that  he  had  got  but  that  single  half-crown  in 
Ae  world ;    after  a  long   search,  therefore, 
which  they  knew  would    be  fruitless,  and 
taking  from  him  the  half-crown,  which  they 
knew  was  all  he  had,  one  of  the  gang  com- 
passionately cried  out,  Alas  I  poor  creature^ 
let  him  heep  all  the  r^t  he  has  got,  it  wiU  do 
him  service  in  Newgate,  where  we  are  sending 
him.     This  was  an  instance  of  such  compli- 
cated guilt  and  hypocrisy,  that  I  threw  down 
the  book  in  an  agony  of-  rage,  and  began  to 
think  with  malice  of  all  the  human  kind.     I 
sat  silent  for  some  minutes,  and  soon  per- 
ceiving the  ticking  of  my  watch  beginning  to 
grow  noisy  and  troublesome,  I  quickly  placed 
it  oat  of  hearing,  and  strove  to  resume  my 
serei^ty^    But  the  watchman  soon  gave  me 
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a  second  alarm.  I  had  scarcely  recovered 
from  this,  when  my  peace  was  assaulted  by 
the  wind  at  my  window ;  and  when  that  ceased 
to  blow,  I  listened,  for  death-watches  in  the 
urainscot.  I  now  found  my  whole  system 
discomposed.  I  stroTe  to  find  a  resource  in 
philosophy  and  reason  ;  but  what  could  I  op- 
pose, or  where  direct  my  blow,  when  I  could 
see  no  enemy  to  combat.  I  saw  no  misery 
approaching,  nor  knew  any  I  had  to  fear,  yet 
still  I  was  miserable.  Morning  cao^ ;  I 
sought  for  tranquillity  in  dissipation,  saunter- 
ed from  one  place  of  public  resort  to  another, 
but  found  myself  disagreeable  to  my  acquaint- 
ance, and  ridiculous  to  others.  I  tried  at 
different  times  dancing,  f(»icing,  and  riding; 
I  solved  geometrical  problems, shaped  tobacco- 
stoppers,  wrote  verses,  and  cut  paper.  At 
last  I  placed  my  affections  on  music,  and  find, 
that  earnest  employment,  if  it  cannot  curcy  at 
least  will  palliate  every  anxiety.'     Adieu- 


LETTER  XC. 

FROM   THE    SAMJE. 


The  influence  of  .climate  and  soil  upon  the  temper  and  dlsppsitions 

of  the  Eni^lisb. 


It  is  no  unpleasing  contemplation  to  •consider 
the  influence  which  soil  and  climate  h^ve  upon 
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the  disposition  of  the  inbabitaats,  tb^  animals^ 
and  vegetables  of  different  countries.  Tbat 
among  the  brute  creation  is  much  more  Yisi-* 
ble  than  in  man,  and  that  in  vegetables  more 
than  either.  In  some  places  those  plants 
vrhich  are  entirely  poisonous  at  home,  lose 
their  deleterious  quality  by  being  carried 
abroad ;  there  are  serpents  in  Macedonia  so 
harmless  as  to  be  used  as  playthings  for  chiU 
dreni  and  /we  are  told  that  in  some  parts  of 
Fez  there  are  lions  so  very  timorous  as  to  bd 
scared  away^  though  coming  in  herds,  by  the 
cries  of  women. 

I  knoit  of  no  country  where  the  influeac^ 
of  climate  and  soil  Is  more  visible  than  in  Eng« 
land;  the  same  hidden  cause  which  gives 
courage  to  their  dogs  and  cocks,  gives  also 
fierceness  to  their  men.  But  chiefly  this  fe^ 
rocity  appears  among  the  vulgar.  The  polite 
of  every  country  pretty  nearly  resemble  each 
other.  But  as  in~  simpleing,  it  is  among  the 
uncultivated  productions  ,of  nature,  we  are  to 
examine  the  characteristic  differences  of  cli-» 
mate  and  soil,  so  in  an  estimate  of  the  genius 
of  the  people  we  must  look  among  the  sons  of 
unpolished  rusticity.  The  vulgar  English 
therefore  may  be  easily  distinguished  from  all 
the  rest  of  the  v?orld,  by  superior  pride,  impa« 
tience,  and  a  peculiar  hardiness  of  soul. 

Perhaps  no  qualities  in  the  world  are  moir^ 
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wmmttftiUe  of  a  fiae  polish  thao  Acse ;  arti- 
fietal  eoaiplaMaiice  aad  easy  deference  beiDg 
saperioduced  orer  tbese,  gpeaerally  form  a 
great  diaracter;  somethiDg  at  oooe  elegant 
and  majestic,  allable  jet  sincere.  Socb  in 
general  are  tlie  better  sort ;  bot  they  who  are 
left  in  primitiTe  radeness  are  the  least  dis« 
posed  for  sodety  with  others,  or  comfort  in-- 
temally,  of  any  people  under  the  sun. 

The  poor,  indeed,  of  every  country,  are  but 
little  prone  to  treat  each  other  with  tenderness ; 
their  own  miseries  are  too  apt  to  engross  aU 
their  pity ;  and  perhaps,  too,  they  give  but 
little  commiseration,  as  they  find  but  little 
from  others.  But  in  England  the  poor  treat 
each  other  upon  er^ry  occasion  with  more 
than  ssTage  animosity,  and  as  if  they  were  in 
a  state  of  open  war  by  nature.  In  China,  if 
two  porters  should  meet  in  a  narrow  street, 
they  would  lay  do¥m  their  burthens,  make  a 
thousand  excuses  to  each  other  for  the  acci*^ 
dental  interruption,  and  beg  pardon  on  theii^ 
knees ;  if  two  men  of  the  same  occupation 
should  meet  here,  tjiey  would  first  begin  to 
scold,  and  at  last  to  beat  each  otber^  One 
would  think  they  had  miseries  enough  result* 
ing  from  penury  and  labour  not  to  increase 
them  by  ill-nature  among  themselves,  and 
subjection  to  new  qualities ;  but  such  con-» 
siderations  never  weigh  with  them. 
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But  to  recompense  this  strange  absurdttjD 
tbey  are  in  the  main  generous,  brave,  and  en« 
terprising.  They  feel  the  slightest  injuries 
with  a  degree  of  ungoYerned  impatience,  but 
resist  the  greatest  calamities  with  surprising 
fortitude.  Those  miseries  under  which  any 
other  people  in  the  world  would  sink,  tbey 
have  often  showed  they  were  capable  of  en- 
during ;  if  accidentally  cast  upon  some  deso- 
late coast,  their  perseverance  is  beyond  what 
any  other  nation  is  capable  of  sustaining ;  if 
imprisoned  for  crimes,  their  efibrts  to  escape 
are  greater  than  among  others.  The  peculiar 
strength  of  their  prisons,  when  compared  to 
those  elsewhere,  argues  their  hardiness ;  even 
the  strongest  prisons  I  have  ever  seen  in  other 
countries  would  be  very  insufficient  to  confine 
the  untameable  spirit  of  an  Englishman.  In 
short,  what  man  dares  do  in  circumstances  of 
danger,  an  Englishman  will.  His  virtues  seem 
to  sleep  in  the  calm,*  and  are  called  out  only 
to  combat  the  kindred  storm. 

But  the  greatest  eulogy  of  this  people  is 
tlie  generosity  of  their  miscreants  ;  the  ten- 
derness in  general  of  their  robbers  and  high- 
waymen. Perhaps  no  people  can  produce  in- 
stances of  tlie  same  kind,  where  the  de^per^te 
mix  pity  with  injustice;  still  show  that  they 
understand  a  distinction  in  crimes,  and  even 
in  acts  of .  violence  have  still  some  tincture  of 
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remainiifrg  Virtue.  In  every  other  country 
robbery  and  murder  go  almost  always  toge*- 
tber ;  here  it  seldom  happens,  except  upon 
ill-judged  resistance  or  pursuit.  The  banditti 
of  other  countries  are  unmerciful  to  a  supreme 
degree ;  the  highwayman  and  robber  here  are 
generous,  at  least  in  their  intercourse  among 
each  other.  Taking,  therefore,  my  opinion 
of  the  English  from  the  virtues  and  vices  prac* 
tised  among  the  vulgar,  they  at  once  present 
to  a  stranger  all  their  faults,  and  keep  their 
virtues  up  only  for  the  inquiring  eye  of  a  phi- 
losopher. 

Foreigners  are  generally  shocked  at  their 
iflsolence  upon  first  coming    among  them; 
they  find  themselves  ridiculed  and  insulted  in 
every  street;  they  meet  with  none  of  those 
4rifling  civilities,  so  frequent  elsewhere,  which 
are  instances  of  mutual  good  will  without 
previous  acquaintance;  they  travel  through 
the  country  either  too  ignorant  or  too  ob- 
stinate  to  cultivate  a  closer  acquaintance, 
meet  Qvery  moment  something  to  excite  their 
disgust,  and  return  home  to  characterize  this 
as  the  region  of  spleen,  insolence,  and  ilU 
nature.     In  short,  England  would  be  the  last 
place  in  the  world  I  would  travel  to  by  way  of 
amusement,  but  the  first  for  instruction.     I 
would  choose  to  have  others  for  my  acquaint* 
aiace,  but  Englishman  for  my  friends. 
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LETTER  XCI. 

TO  TBfi  SAMIS* 


T^e  ma&Qcr  in  vliidk  tome  philosophers  make  artificial  miser/. 


The  mind  is  ever-ingenious  in  making  its  own 
distress.  The  wandering  beggar,  who  has 
none  to  protect,  to  feed,  or  to  shelter  him, 
fancies  complete  happiness  in  labour  and  a 
full  meal ;  take  him  from  rags  and  want,  feed, 
clothe,  and  employ  him,  his  wishes  now  rise 
one  step  above  his  station  ;  he  could  be  happj 
were  he  possessed  of  raiment,  food,  and  ease. 
Suppose  his  wishes  gratified  even  in  these, 
his  prospects  widen  as  he  ascends  ;  he  finds 
himself  in  affluence  and  tranquillity  indeed, 
but  indolence  soon  breeds  anxiety,  and  he  de- 
sires not  only  to  be  freed  from  pain,  but  to  be 
possessed  of  pleasure ;  pleasure  is  granted  him, 
und  this  but  o]>ens  his  soul  to  ambition,  and 
ambition  will  be  sure  to  taint  his  future  hap- 
piness, eitbef:  with  jealousy,  disappointment, 
or  fatigue. 

But  of  all  the  arts  of  distress  found  out  by 
man  for  his  own  torment^  perhaps,  that  of 
philosophic  misery  is  most  truly  ridiculous,  a 
passion  no  where  carried  to  so  extravagant 
an  excess  as  in  the  country  where  I  now  re- 
side. It  is  not  enough  to  engage  all  the  com- 
passion of  a  philosopher  here,  that  his  owa 
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I^obe  is  harassed  with  wars,  pestilenee,  or 
barbaritj,  he  shall  grieve  for  the  iohabitants 
of  the  mooD,  if  the  sitoation  of  her  imaginary 
moaDtaiDS  happen  to  alter ;  and  dread  the  ex* 
tinction  of  the  son,  if  the  spots  on  his  surface 
happen  to  increase :  one  should  imagine,  that 
philosophy  was  introdaeed  to  make  men  hap- 
py ;  but  here  it  serres  to  make  hundreds  miser- 
able. 

My  landlady  some  days  ago  brought  me  the 
diary  of  a  philosopher  of  this  desponding  sort, 
who  had  lodged  in  the  apartment  before  me. 
It  contains  the  history  of  a  life,  which  seems 
to  be  one  continued  tissue  of  sorrow,  appre- 
hension, and  distress.  A  single  week  will 
serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  whole. 

Monday,  In  what  a  transient  decaying 
situation  are  we  placed,  and  what  various  rea- 
sons does  philosophy  furnish  to  make  mankind 
unhappy !  A  single  grain  of  mustard  shall 
continue  to  produce  its  similitude  through 
numberless  successions  ;  yet  what  has  been 
granted  to  this  little  seed  has  been  denied  to 
our  planetary  system;  the  mustard  seed  is 
still  unaltered,  but  the  system  is  growing  old, 
and  must  quickly  fall  to  decay.  How  terrible 
will  it  be,  when  the  motions  of  all  the  planets 
have  at  last  become  so  irregular  as  to  need  re- 
pairing ;  when  the  moon  shall  fall  into  fright- 
ful paroxysms  of  alteration  :  when  the  earth 
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deviating  from  its  antient  track,  and  with 
every  other  planet  forgetting  its  circular  revo- 
lutions, shaH  become  so  eccentriC|  that,  uncon^ 
fined  by  the  laws  of  system,  it  shall  fly  oif  into 
boundless  space,  to  knock  against  some  dis- 
tant world,  or  fall  in  upon  the  sun,  either 
extinguishing  his  light,  or  burned  up  by  his 
flames  in  a  moment.  Perhaps  while  I  write, 
this  dreadful  change  is  begun.  Shield  m^ 
from  universal  ruin  I  Yet  idiot  man  laughs, 
sings,  and  rejoices  in  the  very  face  of  the  sun, 
and  seems  no  way  touched  with  his  situation. 
Tuesday.  Went  to  bed  in  great  distress^ 
awaked,  and  was  comiforted,  by  considering 
that  this  change  was  to  happen  at  some  inde- 
finite time,  and  therefore,  like  death,  the 
thoughts  of  it  might  easily  be  borne.  But 
there  is  a  revolution,  a  fixed  determined  revo^. 
Itition,  which  must  certainly  come  to  pass  ;^ 
yet  which,  by  good  fortune,  I  shall  never  feel, 
except  in  my  posterity.  The  obliquity  of  the 
equator  with  the  ecliptic  is  now  twenty  minutes 
less  than  when  it  was  observed  two  thousand 
years  ago  by  Piteas.  If  this  be  the  case,  in 
six  thousand  the  obliquity  will  be  still  less  by 
an  whole  degree.  This  being  supposed,  it  is 
evident,  that  our  earth,  as  Louville  has  clearly 
proved,  has  a  motion,  by  which  the  climates^ 
must    necessarily  change  place,  and  in  the 

space  of  about  one  million  of  years,  England 
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sliall  actvmDy  traTd  to  tbe  AnUrctie  pole.  I 
shudder  at  tbe  change !  How  shafl  oar  an- 
happy  g^andchildreo  endore  the  hideous  cli- 
mate !  A  millioD  of  years  wiH  soon  be  accom* 
plished :  they  are  bat  a  moment  when  com- 
pared to  eternity;  then  shall  onr  charming 
country y  as  I  may  say,  in  a  moment  of  time, 
resemble  the  hideous  wilderness  of  NoTa 
Zembla. 

Wednesday.     To-night,  by  my  calculation, 
the  long  predicted  comet  is  to  make  its  first 
appearance.     Hearens,  what  terrors  are  im- 
pending OTer  our  little  dim  speck  of  earth  ! 
Dreadful  Yisitation  !   Are  we  to  be  scorched 
in  its  fires^  or  only  smothered  in  the  Tapour 
of  its  tail  I  That  is  the  question  !  Thoughtless 
mortals,  g^  build  houses,  plant  orchards,  por^ 
chase  estates,  for  to-morrow  yon  die*     But 
what  if  the  comet  should  not  come  ?    That 
would  be  equally  fataL    Comets  are  servants 
which  periodically  return  to  supply  the  sun 
with  fuel.     If  our  _sun,  therefore,  should  be 
disappointed  of  the  expected  supply,  and  all 
his  fuel  he  in  the  mean  time  burnt  out,  he  must 
expire  like  an  exhausted  taper.     What  a  mi-* 
serable  situation  must  our  earth  he  in  without 
his  enlivening  ray  i  Have  we  not  seen  several 
neighbouring  suns  entirely  disappear?    Has 
not  a  fixed  star  near  the  tail  of  the  Ram  lately 
been  quite  extinguished  ? 
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Thursday.  The  comet  has  not  yet  appeared ; 
I  am  sorry  for  it :  first,  sorry  because  my  cal- 
calation  is  false ;  secondly,  sorry  lest  the  sun 
should  want  fuel  ^  thirdly,  sorry  lest  the  Wits 
should  laugh  at  our  erroneous  predictions; 
and,  fourthly,  sorry  because  if  it  appears  to« 
Bight,  it  must  necessarily  come  within  4hd 
sphere  of  the  earth^s  attraction  ;  and  Heaved 
help  the  unhappy  country  on  which  it  haj^iens 
to  fall  I 

Friday,  Our  whole  society  hare  been  out 
all  eager  in  search  of  the  comet.  We  have 
seen  not  less  than  sixteen  comets  in  different 
parts  of  the  heavens.  However,  we  are  una- 
nimously resolved  to  fix  upon  one  only  to  be 
the  comet  expected.  That  near  Virgo  wants 
natlring  but  a  tail  to  fit  it  out  completely  for 
terrestrial  admiration. 

Saturday.  The  moon  is,  I  find,  at  her  oM 
pranks.  Her  appulses,  librations,  and  other 
irregularities  indeed  amaze  me.  My  daugbter^^ 
too,  is  this  morning  gone  off  with  a  grenadier. 
No  way  surprising.  I  was  nev«»  able  to  giv#^ 
her  a  relish  for  wisdom.  She.  ever  promiseiL 
to  be  a  it)ere  expletive  in  the  creation.  Bat 
the  moon,  the  moon  gives  me  real  uneasiness  ; 
I  fondly  fancied  I  had  fixed  her.  I  had  thoaght 
her  constant,  and  constant  only  to  me ;  bnf 
every  night  discovers  her  infidelity,  and  proved 
me  a  desolate  and  abandoned  lover.     Adieu. 

Q  3 
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LETTER  XCII. 

TO   THE   SAME. 


The  fo»BdiiMf  of  some  to  adaiire  the  wvitkiffs  of  lords,  ftc« 


It  is  surprising  what  an  influence  titles  shall 
have  upon  the  mind,  even  though  these  titles 
be  of  our  own  making.  Like  children  we 
dress-  up  the  puppets  in  finery,  and  then  stand 
in  astonishment  at  the  plastic  wonder.  I  have 
been  told  of  a  rat-catcher  here,  who  strolled 
for  a  long  time  about  the  villages  near  town, 
without  finding  any  employment ;  at  last, 
howcTer,  he  thought  proper  to  take  the  title 
of  his  Majesty's  rat-catcher  in  ordinary,  and 
this'succeeded  beyond  his  expectations ;  when 
it  was  known  that  he  caught  rats  at  court,  all 
were  ready  to  give  him  countenainco  and  em- 
ployment. 

But  of  all  the  people,  they  who  make  books 
seem  most  perfectly  sensible  of  the  advantage 
of  titular  dignity.  All  seem  convinced,  that 
a  book  written  by  vulgar  hands,  can  neither 
instruct  nor  improve ;  none  but  Kings,  Chams, 
and  Mandarines,  can  write  with  any  proba- 
bility of  success.  If  the  titles  inform  me  right, 
not  only  kings  and  courtiers,  but  emperors 
themselves,  in  this  country  periodically  supply 
the  press. 

A  man  here  who  should  write,  and  honestly 
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Gonfesa  tlifit  he  wrote  for  bread,  might  as  well 
send  his  manuscript  to  fire  the  baker^s  oven  ; 
not  one  creature  will  read  him ;  all  must  be 
couft-bred  poets ,  or  pretend  at  least  to  be 
court  bred,  who  can  expect  to  please.  Should 
the  caitiff  fairly  avow  a  design  of  emptying 
our  pockets  and  filling  his  own,  every  reader 
would  instantly  forsake  him ;  even  those  who 
write  for  bread  themselves  would  combine  to 
worry  him,  perfectly  sensible,  that  his  at- 
tempts only  served  to  take  the  bread  out  of 
their  mouths. 

And  yet  this  silly  prepossession  the  more 
amazes  me,  when  I  consider,  that  almost  all 
the  excellent  productions  in  wit  that  have 
appeared  here,  were  purely  the  offspring  of  ne- 
cessity ;  their  Drydens,  Butlers,  Otways,  and 
Farquhars,  were  all  writers  for  bread.  Be- 
lieve me,  my  friend,  hunger  has  a  most  amazing 
faculty  for  sharpening  the  genius ;  and  he 
who  with  a  full  belly  can  think  like  <  a  hero, 
after  a  course  of  fasting  shall  rise  to  the 
sublimity  of  a  demi-god. 

But  what  will  most  amaze  is,  that  this  very 
set  of  men,  who  are  now  so  much  depreciated 
by  foolSj  are,  however,  the  very  best  writers 
they  have  among  them  at  present.  For  my 
own  part,  were  I  to  buy  a  hat,  I  would  not 
have  it  from  a  stocking-maker,  but  an  hatter ; 
were  I  to  buy  shoes,  I  should  not  go  the  tai- 
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Im^M  t&r  that  fvrpose.  It  is  jast  mm  wUk  re^ 
fard  to  wit :  did  I,  for  mj  Kfe,  dtake  to  W 
wdUicrred,  I  would  apply  odIj  to  thwc  wW 
mode  it  tbeir  trade,  and  liYcd  b j  H.  Yoo 
mule  at  the  oddif  j  of  mj  opioioo  ;  bat,  be 
assured,  m  j  frieod,  that  wit  is  is  soMe  nea- 
sore  meehanieal ;  and  that  a  man  long  ba* 
bitoated  to  catch  at  cTen  its  resemblaiice,  wiH 
at  last  be  happj  eoon^h  to  possess  the  sob* 
stance :  b  j  a  lon^  habit  of  writing  he  acqoires 
a  jostness  of  thinking,  and  a  mastery  of  man- 
ner, which  holiday  writers,  even  with  ten  times 
bis  genius-,  roayTainly  attempt  to  equal. 

How  then  are  they  deceiTcd,  who  expect 
from  tide,  dignify,  and  exterior  circumstance, 
an  excellence  which  is  in  some  measure  ac- 
quired by  habit,  and  sharpened  by  necessfty  ; 
you  hare  seen,  like  me,  many  literary  reputa^ 
tions  promoted  by  the  influence  of  fashion, 
which  have  scarcely  survived  the  possessor  ; 
you  have  seen  the  poor  hardly  earn  the  Kttle 
reputation  they  acquired,  and  their  merit 
only  acknowledged  when  they  were  ineapaUe 
of  enjoying  the  pleasures  of  popularity  ;  such,, 
however,  is  the  reputation  worth  possessing 
that  wliich  is  hardly  earned  is  hardly  lost. 
Adieu. 
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LETTER  XCIH. 

From  Hingpo  in  Moscow y  to  Lien  Chi  Altan- 

gi  in  London. 


The  philosopher's  son  is  agtiin  separated  from  his  beautiful  coa- 

panioa. 


Where  will  my  disappointment  end  ?  Must 
I  still  be  doomed  to  accuse  the  severity  of  my 
fortune,  and  show  my  constancy  in  distress 
rather  than  moderation  in  prosperity  ?  I  had 
at  least  hopes  of  conveying  my  charming^  com- 
panion safe  from  the  reach  of  every  enemy, 
and  of  ag^in  restoring  her  to  her  native  soil. 
But  tho3e  hopes  are  now  no  more. 

Upon  leaving  Terki,  we  took  the  nearest 
road  to  the  dominions  of  Russia.  We  passed 
the  Ural  mountains  covered  with  eternal  snow, 
and  traversed  the  forests  of  Usa,  where  the- 
prowling  bear  and  shrieking  hyasna  keep  aa 
undisputed  possession.  We  next  embarked 
upon  the  rapid  river  Bulija,  and  made  the  best 
of  our  way  to  the  banks  of  the  Wolga,  where 
it  waters  the  fruitful  vallies  of  Casan. 

There  were  two  vessels  in  company  properly 
equipped  and  armed  in  order  to  oppose  the 
Wolga  pirates,  who  we  were  informed  infested 
this  river.  Of  all  mankind  these  pirates  are 
the  most  terrible.  They  are  com])osed  of  the 
criminals  and  outlawed  peasants  of  Russia, 


mho  i  J  to  tke  forests  that  lie  mimmg  tke  hmaks 
at  the  Wol|^  for  protecti«B.  BLcre  tkef  j^ie 
IB  parties,  lead  a  savage  life,  aad  kave  bo 
crtber  subsistence  but  pliwder.  Beiser  ^* 
priTed  cf  bouses,  frieeds,  or  a  fixed  habita- 
tios,  tbej  become  more  terrible  evea  thaa  tbe 
tiger,  and  as  insensible  to  all  the  feeling  of 
homanilj.  Tliey  neiiber  g;iTe  quarter  to  those 
tbe  J  conquer,  nor  rec^fe  it  when  OTerpowered 
tbemselTes.  The  scTeritj  of  tbe  laws  against 
them  serf es  to  increase  their  barbaritj,  and 
seems  to  make  them  a  neutral  species  of  bein^ 
between  the  wildness  of  the  lion  and  the  sub- 
tlety of  the  man.  When  taken  alife  their  pu- 
nishmeot  is  hideous.  A  floating  gibbet  is 
erected,  which  is  let  run  down  with  the  sti^am ; 
here,  upon  an  iron  hook  stuck  under  their 
ribS;  and,  upon  which  the  whole  weight  of  their 
body  depends,  they  are  left  to  expire  in  the 
most  terrible  agonies ;  some  being  thus  found 
to  linger  several  days  successively. 

We  were  but  three  days*  voyage  from  the 
confluence  of  (his  river  into  the  Wolga.  when 
we  perceived  at  a  distance  behind  us  an  armed 
bark  coming  up  with  the  assistance  of  sails 
and  oars,  in  order  to  attack  us.  The  dread* 
ful  signal  of  death  was  hung  upon  the  mast, 
and  our  captain  with  his  glass  could  easily 
'  discern  them  to  be  pirates.  It  is  impdssible 
to  express  our  cousteruation  on  the  occasion  ; 
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the  whole  crew  instantly  came  together  to  con- 
sult the  properest  means  of  safety.    It  was, 
therefore,  soon   determined  to  send  off  our 
women  and  valuable  commodities  in  one  of 
our  vessels,  and  that  the  men  should  stay  in 
the  other,  and  boldly  oppose  the  enemy.  This 
resolution  was  soon  put  into  execution,  and 
I  now  reluctantly  parted  from  the  beautiful 
Zelis  for  the  first  time  since  our  retreat  from 
Persia.     The  vessel  in  which  she  was  disap- 
peared to  my  longing  eyes,  in  proportion  as 
that  of  the  pirates  approached  us.     They  soon 
came  up  ;  but,  upon  examining  our  strength, 
and  perhaps  sensible  of  the  manner  in  which  * 
we  had  sent  off  our  most  valuable  effects,  they 
seemed  more  eager  to  pursue  the  vessel  we 
had  sent  away,  than  attack  us.     In  this  man- 
ner they  continued  to  harass  us  for  three  days, 
still  endeavouring  to  pass  us  without  fight- 
ing.    But,  on  the  fourth  day,  finding  it  en- 
tirely impossible,  and  despairing  to  seize  the 
expected  booty,  they  desisted  from  their  en- 
deavours, and  left  us  to  pursue  our  voyage 
without  interruption. 

Our  joy  on  this  occasion  was  great ;  but 
soon  a  disappointment  more  terrible,  because 
unexpected,  succeeded.  The  bark,  in  which 
our  women  and  treasure  were  sent  off,  was 
wrecked  upon  the  banks  of  the  Wolga,  for 
want  of  a  proper  number  of  hands  to  manage 
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a4  the  whole  crvw  carmA  hj  Ae 
feats  «p  the  eooBtry.    Of  thb,  hew 
were  eot  eeaeible  till  ear  arrival  at 
where,  expectia^  to  meet  oar  separated  hark, 
we  were  iafoniied  of  its  ausfortaae,  aad  oar 
loss.     Need  I  paiat  the  sitaatioa  of  my  miaJ 
oa  this  oceasioB  !  Need  I  liescribe  all  I  fed, 
whea  I  despair  of  behoMini^  the  beaatilid 
Zdis  more!    Faacy  bad  dressed  the  fatnre 
prospect  of  m  j  fife  in  the  gajest  eoloaria^ ; 
hat  one  unexpected  stroke  of  fortane  has  rob- 
bed it  of  erery  charm.    Her  dear  idea  mixM 
with  every  scene  of  pleasure,  and  without  hsr 
presence  to  enliven  it,  the  whole  becomes  te- 
dious, insipid,  insupportable.    I  will  confess, 
now  that  she  is  lost,  1  will  confess  I  loved  her ; 
nor  is  it  in  the  power  of  time  or  of  reason  to 
erase  her  image  from  my  heart.    Adieu. 


LETTER   XCIV. 

From   Lien    Chi    Altangi^   io    Hingpo^    at 

Moscow,* 


The  father  coiutoles  him  upon  this  occasion. 


Your  misfortunes  are  mine  ;    but  as  every 
period  of  life  is  marked  with  its  own,  you  must 

«  This  letter  is  a  rhapsody  from  the  Maxims  of  the  phi- 
losopher Mo.  Vide  Lett,  curieu^e  et  edifhnt.  Tide  etiam 
Du  Ualdo,  vol.  ii.  p,  98. 
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learn  to  endure  them.  Disappointed  lore 
makes  the  misery  of  yt>uth ;  disappointed  am- 
bition that  of  manhood ;  and  successful  ayarice 
that  of  age.  These  three  attack  us  through 
life;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  stand  upon  our 
guard.  To  love  ive  ought  to  oppose  dissipa* 
tion,  and  endeavour  to  change  the  object  of 
the  affections ;  to  ambition,  the  happines  of 
indolence  and  obscurity  ;  and  to  ayarice,  the 
fear  of  soon  dying.  These  are  the  shields 
with  which  we  should  arm  ourselves;  and 
thus  make  every  scene  of  life,  if  not  pleasing, 
at  least  supportable. 

Men  complain,  of  not  finding  a  place  of  re^ 
pose.  They  are  in  the  wrong;  they  have  it 
for  seeking.  What  tl^ey  should  indeed  com- 
plain of  is,  that  the  heart  is  an  enemy  to  that 
very  repose  they  seek>  To  themselves  alone 
should  they  impute  their  discontents  They 
seek  within  the  short  span  of  life  to  satisfy  a 
tliousand  desires,  each  of  which  alone  is  insa* 
tiable.  One  month  passes  and  another  comes 
on  ;  the  year  ends  and  then  begins  ;  but  man 
is  still  unchanged  in  folly,  still  blindly  con-* 
tinning  in  prejudice*  To  the  wise  man  every 
climate  and  every  soil  is  pleasing ;  to  him  a 
parterre  of  flowers  is  the  famous  valley  of  gold ; 
to  him  a  little  brook  the  fountain  qf  the  young 
peach-trees  i'^  to  such  a  man  the  melody  of 
*  This  passage  the  editor  does  not  undentaad. 

Vol.  II.  R 
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birds  is  more  raTisluD^  thaa  the  harmoii  j  of  a 
full  coDceK ;  and  the  tuictnre  of  the  cload 
preferable  to  tbe  touch  of  the  finest  peaciL 

The  life  of  mao  is  a  jooniej ;  a  joomej 
that  must  be  traTeDed,  however  bad  the  roads 
or  the  accommodation.  If  in  the  beginnings 
it  is  foand  dangerous,  narrow,  and  difficult,  it 
must  either  grow  better  in  the  end,  or  we  shall 
b  J  custom  learn  to  bear  its  inequality. 

But  though  I  see  jou  incapable  of  pene- 
trating into  grand  principles,  attend  at  least 
to  a  sinule  adapted  to  every  apprehension, 
I  am  mounted  upon  a  wretched  ass.  I  see 
another  man  before  me  upon  a  sprightly  horse, 
4rt  which  I  iGind  some  uneasiness.  I  look  be- 
hind me,  and  see  numbers  on  foot,  stooping 
under  'heavy  burdens ;  let  me  learn  to  pity 
their  estate,  and  thank  heaven  for  my  own. 

Shingfu,  wfien  under  misfortunes,  would  in 
the  beginning  weep  like  a  child ;  but  he  soon 
recovered  his  former  tranquillity.  After  in- 
dulging grief  for  a  few  days,  he  would  become, 
as  usual,  the  most  merry  old  liian  in  all  the 
province  of  Shansi.  About  the  time  that  his 
wife  died,  his  possessions  were  all  consumed 
by  fire,  and  his  only  son  sold  Into  captivity  ; 
Shingfu  grieved  for  one  day,  and  the  next 
vfeni  to  dance  at  a  Mandarine^s  door  for  his 
dinner.  The  company  were  surprised  to  see 
the  old  maa  so  merry  when  suffering  such 
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great  losses,  and  theMandarinehimself  coming 
out,  asked  him  bow  be,  who  had  greived  so 
much,  and  given  way.  to  the  calamity  the  day 
before,  could  now  be  so  cheerful.  *  You  ask 
me  one  question,'  cries  the  old  man,  ^let  me 
answer  by  asking  another  :  which  is  the  most 
durable,  a  hard  thing  or  a  soft  thing  ;  that 
which  resists,  or  that  which. makes  no  resist- 
ance ?' — *  An  hard  thing  to  be  sure,'  replied 
the  Mandarine..  *  There  you  are  wrong,'  re- 
turned Shin  gfu  ;  "  I  am  now  fourscore  years 
old;  and  if  you  look  in  my  mouth  you  will 
find  that  I  have  lost  all  my  teeth,  but  not  a  bit 
of  my  tongue.' 


LETTER  XCV. 

From  Lien  Chi  Altangi^  to  Fum  Hoam^  first 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
Pekin^  in  China. 


Tbe  condolence  and  congratulation  upon  the  death  of  the  late 
kiug  ridiouled.    English  raoarnin|^  de9cribed. 


Th£   manner  of  grieving  for  our  departed 

fjriends  in  China  is  very  different  from  that  of 

Europe.     The  mourning  colour  of  Europe  is 

black  ;  that  of  China  white*    When  a  parent 

or  relation.dies  here,  for  they  seldom  mourn 

for  friends,  it  is  only  clapping  on  a  suit  of 

sables,  grimacing  it  for  a  few  days,  and  all, 
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toon  fergottoi,  goes  on  as  before;  not  a  single 
creature  missing  the  deceased,  except  perhaps 
a  farourite  hoosekeeper  or  a  faTourite  cat. 

On  the  contrary,  with  ns  in  China  it  is  a 
▼erjr  serious  affair.  The  piety  with  whi<^  I 
haTe  seen  you  behare  on  one  of  these  occa« 
sioQS  should  noTer  be  forgotten.  I  remember 
it  was  upon  the  death  of  thy  grandmother's 
maiden  sister.  The  coffin  was  exposed  in  the 
principal  hall  in  public  ^iew.  Before  it  were 
placed  the  figures  of  eunuchs,  horses,  tcnrtoises^ 
and  other  animals,  in  attitudes  of  grief  and 
respect.  The  more  distant  relations  of  the 
old  lady^  and  I  among  the  number,  came  to 
pay  our  compliments  of  condolence,  and  to 
salute  the  deceased  after  the  manner  of  our 
country.  We  had  scarcely  presented  our  wax 
candles  and  perfumes,  and  given  the  howf  of 
departure,  when,  crawling  on  his  belly  from 
under  a  curtain,  out  came  the  Rev.  Fum  Hoam 
himself, in  all  the  dismal  solemnity  of  distress. 
Your  looks  were  set  for  sorrow  ;  your  clothing 
consisted  of  an  hempen  hag  tied  round  the 
neck  wHb  a  string;  For  two  long  months  did 
this  mourning  continue^  By  night  you  lay 
stretched  on  a  single  mat,  and  sat  on  the  stool 
of  discontent  by  day^.  Pious  man  \  who  coiild 
thus  set  an  example  of  sorrow  and  decorum  to 
our  country.  Pious '  country  !  where,  if  we 
do  not  grieVe  at  the  depslrtttre  of  our  friends 
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fop  tiieir  99kpBy  at  least  we  are  taught  to  re«^ 
gret  them  for  our  own. 

All  is  very  different  here  ;  amazement  all ! 
What  sort  of  a  people  am  I  got  amongst ! 
JPum^thott  son  of  Fo>  what  sort  of  people  am  I 
got  amongst !  No  crawling  round  the  eoffin  : 
»o  dressing^up  in  hempen  bags  ;  no  lying  ou 
mats^ or  sitting  on  stools^.  Gentlemen  heve 
shall  put  on  first  mourning  with  as  spvigh^ly 
an  air  as>  if  preparing  for  a  birth-night ;  and 
Widows  shall  actually  dress  for  another  husr- 
band. in. thdir  weeds  for  the  former. .  The  beat 
jestof  all  is,  that  our  merry  mourners  plap  bits 
of  muslin  on  their  sleeves,. and  these  are  called 
weepers.  Weeping  muslin;  alas,  alas,  very 
sorrowful  truly  !  These  weepers  then  ii  seems 
are  to  bear  the  whole  burthen  of  tbe•distress^ 

But  I  have  had  the  strongest  instance  of  this 
contrast ;-  this  tragi-comical  behaviour  in  dis- 
tress, upon  a  recent  occasion;  Their  king, 
whose  departure,  though  sudden,  was  not  un<- 
expected,  died  after  a  reign  of  many  years.. 
His  age  and  uneertain  state  of  health  ser.ved 
in  some- measure  to  diminish  the  sorrow  of  his 
subjects ;  and  their  expectations  from  his  suc- 
cessor seemed  to  balahce  their  minds  between 
une^iness  and  satisfaction.  But  how  ought 
they  to  have  behaved  on  such  an  occasion  ? 
Surdyy  they  ought  rather  to  have  endeavour- 
ed ta  testify  their  gratitude  to  their  deceased. 

a  3 
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friead,  tlu»  to  {iroriaim:tkeirb«|ite^f  tte  fm^ 
ture.  Surely  even  the  gaeoeMwr  auiat  silppMe 
their  love  to  wear  tta»-fiiee  of  adHlaUoa^  itUch 
•o  quickly  ehanged  the  dbgeet^  Howovor^ithe 
very  Bame  day  oh  which  the^  old  kiiig  diod» 
they  made  rejoicing  for  the  new. 

For  tnj  part,  I  have  no  conception  af  tUo 
new  manner  of  mouming  and  rejoieing.  in  a 
breath;  of  being  merry  and  sad  ^  of  mitiuig 
a  funeral  procession  with  a  jig  and  a  bonfire; 
At  least,  it  would  have  been  just,,  that  they 
who  flatfered  the  king  while  UTing  for  Tirtnea 
which  he  had  not,  sfaoaid  lament  him  <iead  for 
those  he  really  had. 

In  this  uniTersal  cause  for  national  disitress,. 
aa  I  had  no  interest  myself,  so  it  is  but  natural 
to  suppose  I  felt  no  real  aJBUction.  In  all  the 
losses  of  our  friends,  s^ys  an  Europebn  philo- 
sopher, we  first  consider  bow  much  our  own 
welfare  is  affected  by  their  departure,  and 
moderate  our  real  grief  just  in  thosamo  pro'- 
portion.  Now,  as  I  had  neither  receiTed  nor 
nxpected  to  receive  fsYours  from  kings  or 
tiieir  flatterers  ;  as  I  had  no  ae^piaintanee  in 
particular  with  their  late  monarch  ;  as  I  knew 
that  the  place  of  a.  king  is  soon  aupj^ied.;  anil 
as  the  Chinese  proT^b  has  it,  that  tbongh  the 
world  may  sotbetim^  want  cobbkra  to  mend 
their  shoes,  there  is  no  danger  of  its  wanting 
nmperors  to  rule  their  kingdoms ;,  from  sui^li 
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eoHttdeifatians  I  eould  bear  the  loss  of  a  king^ 
mth  die  raosi  philosophic  resignation*  How* 
eirer,  I  thought  it  my  duty  at  least  to  appear 
sorrowful ;  to  put  on  a  melancholy  aspect^  or 
to  B&t  my  face  by  that  of  the  people* 

The  first  company  I  came  amon^t  after  the 
aews  became  general /was  a  set  of  jolly  com-^ 
panions  who  were  drinking  prosperity  to  the 
ensuing  reign.    I  entered  the  room  wi^  looks 
pf  despair,  and  leren  expected  applause  for  the 
euperlative  misery  of  my  countenance.     In- 
eiead  of  that,  I  was  universally  condemned  by 
the  company  for  a  grimacing  son  of  a  whore> 
and  desired  to  take  away  my  penitential  phia 
to  some  other  quarter.    I  now  corrected  my 
former  mistake,  and  with  the  most  sprightly 
air  imaginable  entered  a  company  where  they 
were  talking  over  the  ceremonies  of  the  ap- 
proaehing  funeral.     Here  I  sat  for  some  time 
with  an  air  of  pert  vivacity  ;  when  one  of  the 
iphief  mourners  immediately  observing  my  good 
humour,^  desired  me,  if  I  pleased,  to  go  and 
grin  somewhere  else ;  they  wanted  no  disaf- 
fected seoundrejls  there.     Leaving  this,  com- 
pany, therefore^  I  was  resolved  to  assume  a 
look  perfectly  neutral ;  and  have  ever  since 
been  studying  the  fashionable  air ;  something 
between  jest  and  earnest ;   a  complete  vir- 
ginity of  iace,  uncontaminated  with  the  smalls 
eat  symptom  of  meaning. 
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But  thaug-b  grief  be  a  very  sfigfat  aAm 
here^  the  mouming,  my  friend,  is  a  Tery  iRh- 
portant  concern.  When  an  emperor  dies  in 
China,  the  ivhole  expense  of  the  sol^nnities  is 
defrayed  from  the  royal  coffers.  When  the 
great  die  here,  Mandarines  are  ready  enough 
to  order  mourning ;  but  I  do  not  see  they  are 
so  ready  to  pay  for  it.  If  they  send  me  down 
from  court  the  grey  undress  frock,  or  the  black 
coat  without  pocket-holes,  I  am  willing  enough 
to  comply  with  their  commands,  and  wear 
both  ;  but,  by  the  head  of  Confucius  !  to  be 
obliged  to  wear  black,  and  buy  it  into  the  bar- 
gain, is  more  than  my  tranquillity  of  temper 
can  bear.  What,  order  me  to  wear  mourning 
before  they  knew  whether  I  can  buy  it  no ! 
Fum,  thou  son  of  Fo,  what  sort  of  people  am 
I  amongst ;  where  being  out  of  black  is  a  eelr- 
tain  sympton  of  poverty ;  where  those  who 
have  miserable  faces  cannot  have  mourning,, 
and  those  who  have  mourning  will  not  wear  a 
miserable  face  ? 


LETTER  XCVI. 

FROM   THE   SilME. 


Aitaott  every  ttObiJiect  of  titeratvre  has  h^ett  aJresdj  exbawiteti. 


Jt  is  usual  for  the  booksellers  h^e,  when  a 
book  has  giyen  universal  pleasure  upon  one 
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Bubjeot,  to  bring  out  seyeral  more  upon  the 

same  plan  ;  which  are  sure  to  have  purchasers 

and  readers  from  that  desire  which  all  men 

hare  to  view  a  pleasing  object  on  CTery  side. 

The  first  performance  serves  rather  to  awaken 

than  satisfy  attention  :  and  when  that  is  once 

moved,  the  slighest  effort  serves  to  continue 

its  progression  ;  the  merit  of  the  first  diffuses 

a  light  sufficient  to  illuminate  the  succeeding 

efforts ;  and  no  other  subject  can  be  relished 

till  that  is  exhausted.    A  stupid  work  coming 

thus  immediately  in  the  train  of  an  applauded 

performance,  weans  the  mind  from  the  object 

of  its  pleasure;    and  resembles  the  sponge 

thrust  int6  the  mouth  of  a  discharged  cijilveriiiy 

in  order  to  adapt  it  for  a  new  explosion. 

Tliis  manner,  however,  of  drawing  off  a 
$ubject,  at  a  peculiar  mode  of  writing  to  the 
dregs,  ejBRsctually  precludes  a  revival  of  that 
subject  or  manner  for  some  time  for  the  future ; 
the  sated  reader  turns  from  it  with  a  kind  of 
literary  nausea ;  and  though  the  titles  of  books 
are  the  part  of  them  most  read,  yet  he  has 
scarcely  perseverance  enough  to  wadethrough 
the  title-page. 

Of  this  number  I  own  myself  one ;  I  am 
now  grown  callous  to  several  subjects,  apd 
different  kinds  of  composition  ;  whether  such 
ori^nally  pleased  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to 
determine  ;  but  at  present  I  spun  a  new  beok 
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merely  upon  seeing  its  name  in  aa  advertise* 
ment  ^  nor  bave  the  snidllest  curiosity  to  look 
beyond  the  first  leaf,  eren  though  in  the  se- 
cond the  author  promises  his  own  £ace  neatly 
engraved  on  copper. 

I  am.  become  a  perfect  epiciuse  in  reading^^ 
plain  beef  or  solid  mutton  will  never,  do.  I 
am  for  a  Chinese  dish,  of  bear's  claws  and 
bird^s  nests.  I  am  for  sauce  strong  with  assa- 
fcetida,  or  fuming  with  garlic.  For  this  rea- 
son there  are  a  hundred  very  wise,  learned, 
virtuous,  well*intended  productions  that  have 
no  charms  for  me.  Thus,  for  the  soul  of  me, 
I  could  never  find  courage  nor  grace  enough 
to  wade  above  two  pages  deep  into  ^  Thoughts 
upon  God  and  nature,'  or,  ^Thoughts  upon 
Providence,'  or,  ^  Thoughts  upon  Free  Grace,*" 
or  indeed  into  thoughts  upon  any  thing  at  all. 
I  can  no  longer  meditate  with  meditations  for 
every  day  in  the  year;  essays^  upon  divers 
subjects  cannot  allure  me>  thojugb  never  so 
interesting;  aiid  as  for  funenal  serjnons,  or 
even  thanksgiving  sermons^  I  can  neither  weep 
with  the  one,  nor  rejoice  with  the  othpr. 

But  it  is  chiefly  in  gentle  poetry,  where  I 
seldjDip  look  further  than  the  title.  The  truth 
is,  I  take  up  books  to  be  told  something  n^w  ; 
but  here,  ajs  it  is  now  inanaged,  the  reader  is 
told  nothingv  He  open^  the  book,  and  ther^ 
finds  very  ipood  words  truLy^  and  milph  ev 
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wetness  of  rhy me,  but  no  information .  A  par- 
cel of  gaudy  images  pass  on  before  his  ima- 
gination like  the  figures  in  a  dream ;  but  cu- 
riosity,  induction,  reason,  and  the  whole  train 
of  affections  are  fast  asleep.  Thejucunda  et 
idoinea  vitas;  those  sallies  which  mend  the 
heart  while  they  amuse  the  fancy  ure  quite  for- 
gotten; so  that  a  reader  who  would  take  up 
some  modern  applauded  performances  of  this 
kind,  must^  in  order  to  be  pleased,  first  leare 
bis  good  sense  behind  him,  take  for  his  recom- 
pense und  guide  bloated  and  compound  epi- 
thet, and  dwell  on  paintings,  just  indeed, 
because  laboured  with  minute  exactness. 

If  we  examine,  however,  our  internal  sen- 
sations, we  shall  find  ourselves  but  littlepleased 
with  such  laboured  vanities  :  wesliall  find  that 
our  applause  rather  proceeds  from  a  kind  of 
contagion  caught  up  from  others,  and  which 
we  corntribute  to  diffuse,  than  from  What  we 
privately  feel.     There  are  Some  subjects  of 
which  almost  all  the  world  perceive  the  fu- 
tility ;  yet  all  combine  in  imposing  upon  each 
other  as  worthy  of  praise.     But  cliiefly  this 
imposition  obtains  in  literature,  where  men 
publicly  contemn  what  tl;iey  relish  with  rap- 
ture in  private,  and  approve  abroad  what  has 
given  them  disgust  at  home.     The  truth  is, 
we  deliTer  those  criticisms  ift  public  which  ar« 
4itipposed  to1>e  best  calculated  not  to  do  justices 
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tp  Uie  author i  but  tpijopirefis  others  with  an 
apij^ioQ  of  ^ur  superior  discerunie^iitv 
. .  Qui  let  works  of  this,  kind,  which  have  al» 
re^dj  come  off  with  such  applause,  eojoy  it  all. 
It  \9  Qeiiber  my  wish  to  diipini^h,  as  I  wan 

0 

neyei*  considerable  enough  to  s^dd  to  Utetr 
fame.     But  .for  the  future,.!  fear  there  are 
roaiiy  poans  of  which  I  shall  find  spirits  to 
read  but  the  title*    In  the  first  place,  all  odes 
upon,  winter,  or  summer,  or  autumn,;  in  short, . 
nil.  odes,  epodes,  and  monodies  whatsoever, 
shall  Iiereafter  be  deemed  too  polite,  classical, 
obscure,. and  refined  to  be  read,  and  entirely 
aboTe .  human  comprehension .    Pastorals  are. 
pretty  enougb—rfor  those  that  like  them-rbut 
to  me  Thyrsis  is  one  of  the  most  insipid  fel- 
lows I  ev^  conyer^ed  with ;  and  as  for  Cory- 
doD>  I  do  not  choose  his  comps^ny*     Elegies 
and  epistles  arn,  very  fine  to  those  to  whom 
they  ,are  addressed  ;  and  as  for  epic  poems,  I 
am  generally  able  to  discover  the  whole  plan , 
in  reading  the  two  first  pages. 

/Tragedies,  however,  as  they  are  now  ^9ade, 
are  good  instructive  moral  sermons  enough  ; 
and  it  would  bo  a  fault  not  to  be  pleased  with 
good  thills.  There  I  learn  several  great 
truths ;  as,  that  it  is  impossible  to  see  into  the 
ways  of  futur^y  ;  tjhi^t  punishment  always  at- 
tends the  villain  ;  that  love  is  the  fon4  soother, 
of  the  human  breast ;  that  we  shouHd  not  resist 
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heaven's  will/for  in  resisting'  heaven's  will  hea- 
ven's will  is  resisted  :  with  several  other  sen- 
timents equally  new,  delicate,  and  striking^. 
Every  new  tragedy,  therefore,  I  shall  go  to  see ; 
for  reAectioi}s  of  this  nature  make  a  tolerable 
harmony,  when  mixed  up  with  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  drum,  trumpet,  thunder,  lightnings  or 
the  scene-shifter's  whistle.    Adieu 


LETTER  XCVII. 

FrQm  Lien  Chi  Altangi^to  Fum  Hoam^JlrMt 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
PeiinjiuChina. 


A  de6criptioB  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  Westminster  Hall  > 


I  HAD  some  intentions  lately  of  going  to  visit 
Bedlam,  the  place  -  where  those  who  go  mad 
are  confined,  I  went  to  wait  upon  the  man 
in  black  to  be  my  conductor  ;  but  I  found  him 
preparing  to  go  to  Westminster-hall,  where 
the  English  hold  their  courts  of  justice.  It 
gave  me  some  surprise  to  find  my  friend  en^ 
gaged  in  a  law-suit,  but  more  so,  when  he 
informed  me  that  it  had  been  depending  for 
several  years.  '  How  is  it  possible,'  cried  I, 
for  a  man  who  knows  the  world  to  go  to  law  ? 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  courts  of  justice 

in  China :  they  resemble  rat-tlraps  every  one  of 

Vol.  II.  s 
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ihem ;  Dotking  more  easy  than  to  get  in,  but  to 
1^  out  again  is  attended  with  some  diffienUy, 
And  more  canning  tkan  rats  are  generally  found 
to  possess !' 

'  Faith,'  replied  my  (liend,  '  I  shonld  not 
hare  gone  to  law,  but  that  I  was  assured  of 
success  before  I  began ;  things  were  presented 
to  me  in  so  alluring  a  light,  that  I  thought  by 
barely  declaring  myself  a  candidate  for  the 
prize,  I  had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  the  yictory.  Thus  hare  I  been 
upon  the  eve  of  an  imaginary  triumph  eyery 
term  these  ten  years  ;  have  trayeUed  forward 
with  victory  ever  in  my  view,  but  ever  out  of 
reach ;  however,  at  present  I  fancy  we  have 
hampered  our  antagonist  in  such  a  manner, 
that  without  some  unforeseen  demur,  we  shall 
this  day  lay  him  fairly  on  his  back.' 

^  If  things  be  so  situated,'  iaid  I, '  I  do  not 
care  if  I  attend  you  to  the  courts,  and  partake 
in  the  pleasure  of  your  success.  But  prithee,' 
continued  I,  as  we  set  forward,  ^  what  reasons 
have  you  to  think  an  affair  at  last  concluded, 
which  has  given  so  many  form^  disappoint- 
ments ?' — *  My  lawyer  tells  me,', returned  he, 
^  that  I  have  Salkeld  and  Ventris  strong  in 
my  favour,  and  that  there  are  no  less  than 
fifteen  cases  in  point.' — '  I  understand/  said 
I,  ^  those  are  two  of  your  judges  who  have 
already  declared  their  opinions.'-—'  Pardon 
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lae,^  replied  my  friend,  Sitlkeld  mA  Veatri* 
are  lawyers  who  sbome  hundred  years^go  ga^ie 
their  opinions  on  cases  abnilar  to  mine ;  these 
opinions  which  make  for  me  my  lawyer  is  to 
citei  and  those  opinions  which  loolc  anothei 
way  are  cited  by  the  lawyer  employed  by  my 
antagonist ;  as  I  observed,  I  haye  Salk^  and 
Ventris  for  me,  he  has  Coke  and  Hale  for 
him,  and  he  that  has  most  opinions  is  most 
likely  to  carry  his  cause. — ^  But  where  is  the 
necessity,*  cried  I,  ^  o£  prolonging  a  suit  by 
citing  the  opinions  and  reports  of  others,  since 
the  same  good  sense  which  determined  law- 
yers in  formen  ages  may.  serve  to  guide  your 
judges  at  this  day  ?:  They  at  that  time  gave 
their  opinions  only  from  the  light,  of  reason  ; 
your  judges  have  the  same  light  at  present 
to  direct  them,  let  me  event  add  a  gseater,  aa 
in  former  ages  there  were  many  prejudices 
from  which  the  present  is  happily  free.  If 
argning  from  authorities  be  exploded  from 
every  other  branch  of  learning,  why  should  it 
be  particularly  adhered  to  in  thb  ?  I  plainly, 
foresee  how  such  a  method  of  investigation 
must  embarraas  every  suit,  and  even  perplex 
the  student;  ceremonies  will  be  multiplied, 
formalitieamust  increase,  and  more  time  will 
thus  be  spent  in  learning  the  arts  of  litigation . 
than  in  the  discovery  of  right.' 

^  I.  see,' cries- my  friend,  ^  that  you  are  for 

s  2. 
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a  speedy'  adminifitrfi^tidn  of' ju^tide ;  tbnt^H 
the.  world'  wiU  grant  that  the  more  tioie  there 
19  taken  up  in  coneidering  <any  subject  the 
better  it  will  be  understood.  Besides,  it  is 
the  boast  of  an  Englishman,  that  his  property 
is  secure,  and  all  the  world  will  grant  that  a 
deliberate  administration  of  justice  is  the  best 
way  to  secure  his  pnyperty,.  Why  have  we 
so  many  lawyers,  but  iose&ure  our  property  ? 
Why  so  rafiany  formalities,  but  to  secwre  our 
propertjf? .  Not  less  .than  one  hundred  thou^ 
sand  families  live  in  opul^ice,;  elegance^  and 
ease,  merely  by  securing'our  property.^ 
.  *  To  embarrass  justice,*  returned  I,*  by  a 
multiplicity  of  laws,  or  to  hazard  it  by  a  con- 
fidence in  our  judges,  are,  I  grant,  th0  oppo- 
site ro^ks  on  wluch  legislative  wisdom  has 
ever  split;  iu  one  case  thie  client  resembles 
that  empefor,  who  is  said  to  have  beensuffo-, 
cated  with  the  bed-clothes^:  which,  were  only 
designed  to  keep  him  warm :  in  the  other,  to 
that  tQwn  which  let  the  enemy  take  possession 
of  its  walls,  in  order  to  show  the  world  l^ow 
little  they  depended  upon  ^  aught  but  courage 
for  safety  : — But,  bless  me,/  what  numbers  do 
I  see  here — all  in  black — how.  is  it  possihle 
that  half  this  multitude  fi^ndi  employment  ?' — 
Nothing  so  easily  cojicei^d,?  returned  my 
companion,  *  they  live  by  watching  each  other. 
For  instance,  the  catchpole  watches  the  mau 
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in*4ebt ;  the  attorney  watches  the  catehjpde ; 
the  oouiiseUor  watches  the  attorney;  the  sor 
licitor  the  counseilor ;  and  all  find  suffident 
employment.'  '  ^  I  conceiye  you/  interrupted 
ly  ^  they  watch  each  other ;  but  it  is  the  client 
that  pays  them  all  for  watching :  it  puts  me 
in  mind  of  a  Chinese  fablie,  which  is  intituled , 
"Five  animals  at  a  meal." 

*  A  grass  hopper,  filled  with  dew,  was  mer* 
rily  singing  under  a  shade  ;  a  whangam,  that 
eats  grasshoppers,  had  marked  it  for  its  prey, 
and  was  just  stretching  forth  to  devour  it :  a 
serpent,  that  had  for  a  long  time  fed  only  on 
whan  gams,  was  coiled  up  to  fasten  on  the 
whangam ;  a  yellow  bird  was  just  upon  the 
wing  to  dart  4Xpon  the  serpent ;  a  hawk  had 
just  stooped  from  abpve  to  seize  the  yellow 
bird;  all  were  intent  on  their  prey,,  and  un- 
mindful of  their  danger  :  so  the  whangam  eat 
the  grasshopper,  the  serpent  eat  the  whangam^ 
the  yellow  bird  the  sefpent,  and  the  hawk  the 
yellow  bird;  when,  sousing  from  on  high,  a 
vulture  gobbled  up  the  hawk,  grasshopper, 
whangam,  and  all  in  a  moment:' 

I  had  scar^|||[|y  finished  ray  fah}e,.when  the 

lawyer  came  to  inform  my  friend  that  his  cau^e 

was  put  off  till  another  term,  that  iponey  was 

wanted  to  retain,  and  that  all  the.  world  was 

of  opinion  that  the  very  next  hjearing  would 

faring  him.  off  vicioriQus..   ^If  ^o,  th^n'  cri^s 

s  3 
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my  frieDd,  ^  I  believe  it  vriXL  be  my  wisest  way 
to  continue  the  caus^  for  another  term,  and^ 
in  the  mean  time,  my  friend  here  and  I  will 
go  and  see  Bedlam.'    Adieu. 


I,ETTER  XCVIII, 

FROM   THE    SAME, 


A  viart  f^om  the  little  beau.    The  indttlfpence  with  which  the  fair 
■ex  wn  treated  In  seTeral  farti  of  Aua. 


I  LATELY  received  a  visit  from  the  little  beau^ 
who  I  found  had  assumed  a  new  flow  of  spirits 
with  a  new  suit  of  clothes.  Our  discourse 
happened  to  turn  upon  the  different  treatment 
of  the  fair  sex  here  and  in  Asia,  with  the  in- 
fluence of  beauty  in  refining  our  manners  and 
improving  our  conversation. 

I  soon  perc^ved  he  was  strongly  prejudiced 
in  favour  of  the  Asiatic  method  of  treating  the 
sex,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  persuade 
him,  but  that  a  man  was  happier  who  had  four 
wives  at  his  command,  than  he  who.  had  only 
one*  ^  It  is  true,'  cries  he,  *  your  men  of 
fashion  in  the  East  are  slaves^H^d  under  some 
terrors  of  having  their  throats  sq-ueezed  by  a 
bow-string ;  but  what  then  ?  they  can  And 
ample  consolation  in  a  seraglio ;  they  make 
indeed  an  indifferent  figure  in  eonversation 
abroad,  but  then  they  have  a  ^eraglia  to  con- 


sole  tbem  at  home.  I  am  told  tbey  have  119 
halls,  drums,  n(»r  operas,  but  then  they  have 
got  a  s^ragUo  ;  they  may  be  depriyed  of  wine 
and  French  cookery,  but  they  have  a  seraglio; 
a  seraglio,  a  seraglio,  my  dear  creature,  wipes 
off  every  inconvenience  in  the  world. 

^  Besides,  I  am  told,  your  Asiatic  beau- 
ties are  the  most  convenient  women  alive, 
for  they  have  no  souls ;  positively  there  is 
nothing  in  Nature  I  should  like  so  much  as 
ladies  without  souls ;  soul  here  is  the  utter 
ruin  of  half  the  sex.  A  girl  of  eighteen 
shall  hfive  soul  enough  to  spend  an  hundred 
pounds  in  the  turning  of  a  trump.  Her  mo- 
ther shall  have  soul  enough  to  ride  a  sweep-, 
stake  match  at  a  horse  race  ;  her  maiden  aunt 
shall  have  soul  enough  to  purchase  the  fur- 
niture of  a  whole  toyshop,  and  others  shall 
have  soul  enough  to  behave  as  if  tbey  had  no 
souls  at  all.' 

^  With  respect  to  the  soul,*  interrupted  I, 
^  the  Asiatics  are  much  kinder  to  the  fair  sex 
than  you  imagine ;  instead  of  one  soul,  Fohi, 
the  idol  of  China,  gives  every  woman  three^ 
the  Braroin^give^tbem  fifteen  :  and  even  Ma- 
homet himself  no  viThere  excludes  the  sex  from 
Paradise.  Abulfeda  reports,  that  an  old  wo- 
~man  one  day  importuning  him  to  know  what 
she  ought  ta  do  im  order  to  gain  Paradise  ? 
^^  My  good  lady/'  aniswered  tbisi  prQ(>h^t>  f^  old 
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women  never  get  there.*' — "  What,  never  get 
to  Paradise  !**  returned  the  natron,  in  a  fury, 
**  Never,'*  says  he,  "  for  they  always  grow 
Jroung  by  the  way." 

^  No,  sir,'  continued  I,  ^  the  men  of  Asia 
behave  with  more  deference  to  the  sex  than 
you  seem  to  imagine.  As  ydu  of  Europe  say 
grace,  upon  sitting  down  to  dinner,  so  it  is 
the  custom  in  China  to  say  grace,  when  a  man 
goes  to  bed  to  his  wife.'  *  And  may  I  dte/ 
returned  my  companion,  *- but  a  very  pretty 
ceremony  ;  for  seriously,  sir^  I  see  no  reason 
why  a  man  should  not  be  as  grateful  in  one 
situati()n  as  in  the  other.  Upoii  honour,  I 
•always  find  myself  much  more  disposed  to 
gratitude,  on  the  couch  of  a  fine  woman,  than 
upon  sitting  down  to  a  sirloin  of  beef.' 

'  Another  ceremony,'  said  I,  resuming'  the 
conversation,  *in  favour  of  the  sex  amongst 
us,  is  the  bride's  being  allowed,  after  marriage, 
her  three  days  of  freedom.  During  this  in> 
terval  a  thousand  extravagancies  are  practised 
by  either  sex.  The  lady  is  placed  upon  the 
nuptial  bed,  and  numberless  monkey  tricks 
are  played  round  to  divert  her.  *  One  gentle- 
man smells  her  perfumed  handkerchief,  anther 
attempts  to  untie  her  garters,  a  thir^  piills  <^ 
her  shoe  to  play  hunt  the  slipper,  another  pre- 
tends to  be  an  idiot,  and  endeavours  to  rai^e 
a  laugh  by  grimacing  ;  i&  the  mean  tim^,  the^ 
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j^lass  goeis  b^iiskly  about/tiiriiidie9,  gentleticieii^ 
wife,  hus^band/  and  aH  are  mixed  together  in 
one  innhdation  of  arrack  punch.' 

*  Strike  nae  dumb,  deaf,  and  blind,'  cried 
my  companion,  *  bat  very  pretty ;  theire  is 
some  sense  in  your  Chinese  ladies'  cond^scen^' 
sions  ;  but  among  us,  you  shall  scarcely  fiild 
one  of  the  whole  sex  that  shall  hold  her  good 
hlimour  for  three  days  together.  No  latter 
than  yestertlay  I  happened  to'  say  soine  civil 
things  to  a  citizen's  wife  of  my  acquaintance; 
not  because  I  lored,  but 'because  I  had  eba->' 
rity ;  and  what  do  you  think  was  the  tender 
creature^fi  reply  ?  Only  that  she  detested  my 
pigtail  wig,  high-heeled  shoes,  and  salloiy 
complexion.  That  is  all.  Nothing  more ! 
Yes,  by  the  heavens,  though  she  was  more 
ugly  than  an  unpainted  actress^  I  found  her 
more  insolent  than  a  thorough-bred  woman 
of  quality.'  * 

He  was  proceeding  in  this  wild  manner, 
when 'his  invective  was  interrupted  by  the 
man  in  black,  who  entered  the  apartment,  in- 
troducing his  niece,  a  young  lady  of  exquisite 
beauty.  Her  very  appearance  was  sufficient 
to  silence  the  severest  satirist  of  thfe  sex; 
easy  without  pride,  and  free  without  impu- 
dence, she  seeifned  ciatpable  of  supplying  every 
sense  with  pleasure ;  her  looks,  her  conversa-s 
iion  were  natural  and  unconstrained  ;  she  bad 
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neitlier  been  taught  €o  lang Qish  ner  ogle^  to 
laugh  ^rithout  a  jest,  or  sigh  without  sorrow. 
I  found  that  she  had  just  returned  from  abroad, 
and  had  been  couTersant  in  the  manners  of 
the  world.  Curiosity  prompted  me  to  ask 
s^Teral  questions,  but  she  declined  them  all. 
I  own  I  neyer  found  myself  so  strongly  pre- 
judiced in  favour  of  apparent  merit  before; 
and  could  willingly  haYcprolooged  our  eonyer* 
sation,  but  the  company  after  some  time  with- 
drew. Just,  howeyer,  before  the  little  beau 
took  his  leave,  he  called  me  aside,  and  re« 
quested  I  would  change  him  a  twenty  pound 
bill,  which,  as  I  was  incapable  of  doing,  be 
was  contented  with  borrowing  half  a  crown* 
Adieu. 


LETTER  XCIX. 

From  Lien  Chi  Altangi  to  Hingpo,bjf  tk^ 

way  qf  Moscow. 


A  life  of  independence  praised. 


X  £w  virtues  have  been  more  praised  by  mo-« 
ralists  than  generosity ;  every  practical  tr^ise 
of  Ethics  tends  to  increase  our  sensibility  of 
the  distresses  of  others,  and  to  relax  the  grasp 
of  frugality.  Philosophers  that  are  poor 
praise  it  because  they  are  gainers  by  its  effects  i 


I 

and  tiie  opulent  Seneca  himsdtf  has  written  a 
treatise  on  benefits^  thougb  he  was  known  to 
giife  nothing  away; 

But  among  the  many  who  have  enforced  13ie 
duty  of  giving,  I  atn  surprised  thwe  are  none 
to  inculcate  the  ignominy  of  receiTing,  to 
show  that  by  every  favour  we  accept,  we  in 
some  measure  forfeit  our  native  freedom,  and 
that  a  state  of  continual  dependence  on  the 
gen^osity  of  others  is  a  life  of  gradual  de- 
Vasement. 

Were  men  taught  to  despise  the  receiving 
obligations  with  the  same  force  of  reasoning 
and  declamation  that  they  are  instructed  to 
confer  them,  we  might  then  see  every  person 
in  society  filling  up  the  requisite  duties  of  his 
station  with  cheerful  industry,  neither  relaxed 
by  hope,  nor  sullen  from  disappointment. 

Every  favour  a  man  receives  in  some  mea- 
sure sinks  him  below  his  dignity,  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  the  benefit,  or  the  ire- 
qtiency  of  its  acceptance,  he  gives  up  so  much 
of  his  natural  independence.  He  therefore, 
who  thrives  upon  the  unmerited  bounty  of 
another,  if  he  has  any  sensibility,  sufiers  the 
worst  of  servitude;  the  shackled- slave  may 
murmur  without  reproach,  but  the  humble  de- 
pendent is  taxed  with  ingratitude  upon  every 
:symptom  of  discontent ;  theonemay  raveround 
the  waUs  of  his  cdl,  but  the  other  lingers  in  all 
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the  9mace  of  mental  eonfinement.  To  inoreaofe 
^s.distres^y  ov^ry.new  obUgatipiibut  adds  tp 
the  former  load  ^hich  kept  the  yigorous  mind 
from  risijig  ;  till  at  last^  elastic  no  lo^iger^  it 
shapes  itself  to  constraintyand  put$  on  habitual 
servility. .         . 

It  is  thus  with  the  feeling  mind ;  but  there 
are  some  who,  bom  without  any  share. of  sen?- 
sibility,  receive  favour  after  favomr,  and  3till 
cringe  for  more,  who  accept  the  offer  of  ge- 
nerosity with  as  little  reluctance  as  the  wages 
of  merit,  and  even  make  thanks  for  past  bene- 
iits  an  indirect  petitipA  for  new  ;  such  I  grant 
can  suffer  no  debasement  from  dependence, 
since  they  were  originally  as  vile  as  wa§  pos- 
sible to  be;  dependenCQ  degrades  only  the 
ingenuous,  but  leaves  the  sordid  mind  in  pris- 
tine meanness.  .  {n  this  manner,  therefore, 
long  continued  generosity  is  misplaced,  or  it 
is  injurious  ;  it  either  finds  a  man  worthless, 
or  it  makes  him  so  ;  and  true  it  is,  that  the 
person  who  is  contented  to  be  often  obliged, 
ought  not  to  have  been  obliged  at  all. 

Yet  while  I  describe  the  meanness  of  a  life 
of  continued  dependence^  I  would  not  be 
thought  to  include  those  natural  or  political 
subordinations  which  subsist  in  every  society; 
for  in  such,  though  dependence  is  exacted 
from  the  inferior,  yet  the  obligation  on  either 
side  is  mutual.     The  soi\  must  rely  upon  his 
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parent  for  support,  but  the  parent  lies  under 
the  same  obligations  to  give,  that  the  other 
has  to  expect ;  tbe  subordinate  officer  mu&t 
receive  the  commands  of  his  superior,  but  for 
this  obedience  the  former  has  a  right  to  demand 
an  intercourse  of  favour ;  such  is  not  the  de- 
pendence I  would  depreciate,  but  that  where 
every  expected  favour  must  be  the  result  of 
mere  benevolence  in  the  giver,  where  the  bcr 
nefit  can  be  kept  withoutremorse,  or  transferred 
without  injustice.  The  character  of  a  legacy*- 
hunter,  for  instance,  is  detestable  in  some 
countries,  and  despicable  in  all ;  this  univer- 
sal contempt  of  a  mAn  who  infringes  upon 
none  of  the  laws  of  society,  some  moralists  have 
arraigned  as  a  popular  and  unjust  prejudice  ; 
never  considering  the  necessary  degradations 
a  wretch  must  undergo,  who  previously  ex- 
pects to  grow  rich  by  benefits  without  having 
either  natural  or  social  claims  to  enforce  his 
petition's. 

But  this  intercoursie  of  benefaction  and  ac- 
kuowledg^nent  is  often  injurious  even  to  the 
giver  as  well  as  the  receiver  ;  a  man  can  gain 
but  little  knowledge  of  himself,  or  of  the  world, 
anoidst'a  circled  of  tluose  whom  hope  or  grati* 
tutle  hastgathered  round  him  ;  their  unceasing 
humiiliations  mQst  necessarily  increase  his 
comparative  magnitude,  for  all  men  nieasure 

theii^own  abilities  by  those  of  their  company  ; 
Vol.  II.  T 
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thus  being  taught  to  oTer^rmte  Us  merits  he  i it 
reality  lessens  it ;  increasing  in  confidence, 
but  not  in  powCT,  bis  professions  end  in  emptjr 
boast,  his  undertakings  in  shameful  disap* 
pointmeot. 

It  is  perhaps  one  of  the  seyerest  misfortunes 
of  the  great,  that  they  are,  in  general,  obliged 
to  live  among  men  whose  real  yirtue  is  lessened 
by  dependence,  and  whose  minds  are  enslayed 
by  obligation.  The  humble  companion  may 
have  at  first  accepted  patronage  with  generous 
Tiews,  but  soon  he  feels  the  mortifying  influ- 
ence of  conscious  inferiority,  by  degrees  sinks 
into  a  flatterer,  and  from  flattery  at  last  de<^ 
generates  into  stujHd  Teneration.  To  remedy 
this  the  greatoften  dismiss  their  old  dependents 
and  take  new.  Such  changes  are  falsely  im* 
puted  to  IcTity,  falsehood,  or  caprice  in  the 
patron,  since  they  may  be  more  justly  ascribed 
to  the  client's  gradual  detericHration. 

No,  my  son,  a  life  of  independence  is  gene« 
rally  a  life  of  virtue.  It  is  that  which  fits  the 
soul  for  every  generous  flight  of  humanityf 
freedom,  and  friendship.  To  give  should  be 
our  pleasure,  but  to  receive  our  shame ;  se-» 
r^iity,  health,  and  affluence  attend  the  desire 
of  rising  by  labour  ;  misery,  repentance,  and 
disrespect,  that  of  succeeding  by  extorted  he* 
nevolenee ;  the  man  who  can  thank  himself 
alone  for  the .  happiness  he  enjoys,  h  truly 


'  CITIZEN  OF  THE  WORI.D.  SOt 

blessed ;  and  lovely,  far  more  lovely  the  sturdy 
gloom  of  laborious  indigence,  than  the  fawn* 
ing  simper  of  thriving  adulation.     Adieu. 


LETTER  C. 

From  Lien  Chi  Altangi^  to  Fum  Hoam^ first 
President  qf  the  Ceremx^nial  Academy  at 
Pekiny  in  China. 


Tbat  people  must  be  contented  to  be  guided  by  those  whom  they 
h«TO  appoliitea  to  ffOTeni*   A  itory  to  thb  offiet. 


In  every  society  some  men;  are  bom  to  teach, 
and  others  to  receive  instruction ;  some  to 
work,  and  others  to  enjoy  in  idleness  the  fruits 
of  their  industry  ;  some  to  govern,  and  others 
to  obey.  Every  people,  how  frjBo  soerer,  must 
b^  contented  to  give  up  part  of  their  liberty 
and  judgment  to  those  who  govern,  in  ex- 
change for  their  hopes  of  security  :  and  the 
motives  which  first  influenoed  their  choice  in 
the  election  of  their  governors  should  erer  be 
weighed  against  the  succeeding  apparent  in* 
consistencies  of  their  conduct.  All  cannot  be 
rulers,  and  men  are  generally  best  governed 
by  a  few.  In  making  way  through  the  in* 
tricacies  of  business,  the  smallest  obstacles  are 
.apt  to  retard  the  execution  of  what  is  to  be 
planned  by  a  multipficity.  of  counsels ;  tb6 
judgment  of  one  nlone  being  always  fittest  foi* 

T  8 
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tbrongfa  the  labjrinths  of  intrigve, 
aod  the  obstructions  of  disappmntmeiit.  A 
sequent,  which,  as  the  fable  observes,  is  fur- 
nished with  one  head  and  many  tails,  is  much 
more  capable  of  subsistence  and  expedition, 
than  another,  which  is  furnished  with  but  one 
tail  and  many  heads. 

Obirions  as  these  truths  are,  the  people  of 
this  country  seem  insensible  of  their  force. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  advantages  of  internal 
peace  and  opulence,  they  still  murmuF  at  their 
governors,  and  interfere  in  the  execution  of 
their  designs  ;  as  if  they  wanted  to  be  some-* 
thing  more  than  h^ppy*  But  as  the  Europe* 
ans  instruct  by  argument,  and  the  Asiatics 
mostly  by  narration,  were  I  to  addr^s  them, 
I  should  convey  my  9entiments  in  the  foUow-^ 
ing  story. 

Takupi  had  long  be^i  prime  minister  of 
Tipartala,  a  fertile  country  that  stretches  alon^ 
the  western  confines  of  Chinn..  During  bisi 
administration,  whatever  advantages  could  h^ 
derived  from  arts,  learning,  and  commerce^ 
were  seen  to  bless  the  people ;  nor  were  the 
necessary  precautions  of  providing  for  tb^ 
security  of  the  state  forgotten.  It  ofteo  hapr 
pens,  however,  that  when  men  are  possessed 
of  a)l  (hey  wa^it,  they  then  begin »to  fi^nd  tor- 
ment from  imaginary  affliction^,  apd  le^^en 
their  present  eiuoyo^^^^^^^  by  fpreboding  that 
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tli6s6  enjoy mentd  are  to  have  an  end.  The 
people  now  therefore  endeavoured  to  find  out 
^rieyances  ;  and,  after  some  siearch,  actually 
beg&n  to  think  themrselves  aggrieved.  A  pe«- 
ittion  against  the  enormities  of  Talcupi  was 
'  carried  to  the  throne  in  due  form ;  and  the 
queen  who  governed  the  country,  willing  t^ 
satisfy  her  subjects,  appointed  a  day,  in  which 
his  accusers  should  he  heard,  and  the  minister 
should  stand  upon  his  defence. 

The  day  being  arrived,  and  the  minister 
brought  before  the   tribunal,  a  carrier,  who 
supplied  the  city  with  fish,  appeared  among 
the  number  of  his  accusers.     He  exclaimed, 
that  it  wa^  the  custom,  time  immemorial,  for. 
carriers  to  bring  their  fish  upon  an  horse  in  4 
hamper ;  which  being  placed  on  one  side,  and 
balanced  by  a  stone  on  tJie  other,  was  thus 
conveyed  with  ease  and  safety  ;  but  that  the 
prisoner,  moved  either  by  a  spirit  of  innova-^ 
tloU,  or  perhaps  bribed  by  the  hamper-makers^ 
had  obliged  all  carriers  to  use  the  stone  no 
longer,  but  balance  one  hamper  with  another^ 
an  order  entirely  repugnant  to  the  customs  of 
all  antiquity,  and  those  of  the  kingdoiiv  ol 
Tipartala  in  partieular. 

The  carrier  finished:  and  the  whole  court 
shook  their  heads  at  the  innovating  minister  : 
when  a  second  witness  appeared.  He  was  in- 
spector of  the  city  bnildings^  and  accused  the 

t3      • 
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dwgTBeed  faToarite  of  haTuig  g^^^^k  orders 
for  Ibe  demolition  of  an  oncieDt  min,  whiek 
obotraeted  ibe  passago  throog^h  one  of  tlie 
prineipal  streets.  He.  observed,  tbat  suck 
baildinga  were  noUe  inoBomeats  of  barbarous 
antiquity ;  contcibuted  finely  to  show  how 
little  their  ancestors  onderslood  of  arGbitec-r 
tare;  and  foe  that  reason  such  monoments 
should  be  bdd  sacred,  and  soffered  gradaall  j 
to  decay. 

The  last  witness  now  appeared.  This  was 
a  widow,  who  had  laudably  attempted  to  burs 
herself  upon  her  husband's  funeral  pile.  But 
the  ipnoTating  minister  had  prevented  the 
^cecution  of  her  ^e8ig^.n,  and  wa^iq^nsible  to 
her  tears,  protestations,  and  entreaties.. 

The  queen  could  have  pardoned  the  two 
former  offences ;  but  this  last  was  considered 
as  so  gross  an  injury  to  the  sex,  and  so  directly 
contrary  to  all  thecustoms  of  antiquity,  that  it 
called'  for  immediate  justice.  ^  What/  cried 
the  queen,  ^  not  suffer  a,  woman  to  burn  her.- 
self  when,  she  thinks  proper  ?  The  sex  are  to 
be  ¥,ery  prettily  tutored,  no  doubt,.if  they  must 
he  restrained  fr.om.  eutertainijig'  their  female 
friends  now  and  then  with  a  fri^d  wife,  or 
i^asted  acquaintance.  I  s^tence  the. criminal 
to.  be  banished  my  presence  fpr  ewji^r  fort  hisi 
injurious  treatment  of  the  sex.' 

Takupi  had  been,  hitherto  sileniy.aiidspok^ 
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#nly  to  show  th0  sincerity  of- bis  re9igiiatioit. 
/  Gceat  qoe^A,'  cried  be,  ^  I  acknowledg0  my 
<^me  ;  ond  since  I  am  to  be  banished^  I  )>eg 
it  may  be  to  some  vuined  to  wo,  or  desolate 
yillage  in  the  country  J  have  governed:  I 
shall  find  some  pleasure  in  improving  the  soi>, 
and  bringing  back  a  spirit, of  industry  among 
the  inhabitants.'  His  request  appearing  rea- 
sonable, it  vias  immediately  compUed  with ; 
and  a  courtier,  had  ocdecs  ta.fix  upon,a.]|}lace 
of  bani^ment,  ans^ering^  the  minister's  de«- 
•eriptian^.  After  son^e  month's  search y.  boMij- 
eyer,  the  inquiry  pnoved  fruitless;  neither  a 
desolate  village,  nor  a  ruined  town  was  found 
in  the  kingdom.  ^  Alas  !'  said  Takupi  then 
^to  the  queen,  ^  How  can  that  country  be  ill- 
gofvarjied  which  has  neither  a  desolate  village^ 
nor  a  ruined  town  in  it  ?'  The  queen  perf 
ceiv.ed  the  justice  of. his  expostulation,  and  the 
OMnistei;  was.  received  initamoce  than  formec 
tavours. 


LRTTER  GU 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


Tke  pafsiQii.for  gamivir  amonf  todies,  ridici|1e,d« 


Tbb  ladies  here  are  by  no.  means  such  ardent 
gamesters  as.  the  women  of  Asia.  In  this 
respect^I  must  do.  the  English  justice  \  for.  I 
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love  to  praise  where  appbase  is  jmtfy  merited. 
Notbiiii^  fliore  eotrimoB  in  Chioa^  than  to  see 
two  women  of  fasUoD  contiDoe  gaiiyn«f  till 
one  has  won  aB  the  other's  elothes,  and  strip* 
ped  her  quite  naked ;  the  winner  tbns  march- 
ing: off  in  a  double  suit  of  finery,  and  the  loser 
shrinking  i>ehind  in  the  primitiYe  simplicity  of 
nature. 

No  doubt,  you  remember  when  Skamp,  our 
maiden  aunt,  played  with  a  sharper.  First 
her  money  went ;  then  her  trinkets  were  pro^ 
duced ;  her  clothes  followed  piece  by  piece  soon 
after ;  when  she  had  thus  played  herself  quite 
naked,  being  a  wotnan  of  spirit,  and  wiHing  to 
pursue  her  oum,  she  staked  ber  teeth ;  fortune 
was  against  her  even  here,  and  her  te^th  fol- 
lowed her  clothes ;  at  last  she  played  for  her 
left  eye,  aiid,  oh,  hard  late,  this  too  she  lost : 
however,  she  had  the  consolation  of  biting  the 
sharper;  for  he  never  perceived  that  it  was- 
made  of  glass  tiU  it  became  his  own. 

How  bappy,  my  friend,  are  the  English 
ladies,  who  never  rise  to  such  an  inordinance 
of  passion  !  Though  the  sex  here  are  gene-^ 
rally  fond  of  games  of  chance,  and  are  taught 
to  manage  games  of  skill  from  their  infancy, 
yet  they  never  pursue  ill  fortune  with  such 
amazing  intrepidity.  Indeed  I  may  entirely 
acquit  them  of  ever  playiiig— ^I  mcaft  of  play-- 
ingfor  their  eyes  or  their  teeth.. 
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It  is  true,  tbey  aften  stake  their  fortune 
their  beauty,  health,  and  reputations,  at  ^ 
l^ming-table.*  It  e^en  sometimes  happens, 
that  they  play  their  husbafids  into  a  gaol ;  yet 
still  they  preserve  a  d^oruia  unknoiVD  to  our 
wives  and  daughters  of  China.  I  have  been 
present  at  a  route  in  this  country,  where  ^ 
woman  of  fashion,  after  losing  her  money,.  ba$ 
set  writhing  in  all  the  agonies  of  bad  luck  ; 
and  yet,  aft^r  aU,  never  once  aUempted  tQ 
strip  a  single  petticoat,  or  cover  the  board,  asi 
her  last  ^tak#,  with  her  head^clpthQS,.  j 

However,  though  I  praise  their  ipo^eratioii 
at  play,  I  must  not  conceal  their  a^iduity^ 
In  China,  pur  women,  except  upon  some  grea^ 
days,  are  never  permitted  to  fi^gejr  a  dic^ 
box  ;  but  here  every  day  seems  to  be  a  festi- 
val ;  and  night  itself,  which  gives  others  rest, 
only  serves  to  increase  the  female  gamester^s 
j^dustry^  I  have  he^n  told  of  an  pld  lady  191 
the  country,  who,^  bejing  given  over  by  the 
physicians,  played  with  the  curate  of  her  parish 
to  pass  the  time  away  :  having  won  all  his 
money,  she  next  proposed  playing  for  her 
funeral  charge,!^ ;  the  proposal  was  accepted  ; 
but  unfortunately  the  lady  expired  jiist  as  sh^ 
bad  taken  in  her  game. 

There  are  soqae  passions  wbiQ}i>  tbongl^ 
differently  pursued,  are  attended  with  equal 
99nsequen,ces  in  every   co|ipt^y  :    ber^  tbiBy 
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greater  farj ;  here  tbey  strip  tlwtr  fanOies^ 
there  tbej  strip  theoBselves  naked.  A  ladj  ia 
Cbiaa^  wbe  iadalges  a  passion  for  ^Baag-^ 
•ftea  beeoBMS  a  dmakard  ;  aad  bj  f ottrishiag* 
a  diee^box  io  oae  haad,  sbe  generally  comes 
to  brandish  a  dram  cap  in  the  other.  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  saj  there  are  any  who  drinit 
drams  in  Enghuid  ;  bnt  it  is  natoral  to  sup-- 
pose,  that  when  a  hidy  has  lost  every  tlnng 
else  bat  her  honour,  she  will  be  apt  to  toss 
that  into  the  bargain  ;  and,  grown  insensible 
to  nicer  feelings,  behaye  like  tho  Spaniard^ 
who,  when  all  his  money  was  gone,  endea- 
Toured  to  borrow  more,  by  offering  to  pawn  his 
whbkers.    Adieu. 


UETTER  CII. 


From  Lieu  Chi  AUamgi  to  **^^  Merckani  ht 

Amsterdam. 


The  CUnese  n|iilo«op]ier  hegina  to  tUnk  of  qnittiBg  Ba^laud. 


I  HATE  just  received  a, letter  from  my  son,  in 
which  he  informs  me  of  the  fruitlessncss  of 
his  endeaYours  to  recover  the  lady  with  whom 
he  fled  from  Persia.  He  strives  to  cover,  un- 
der the  appearance  of  fortitude,  a  heart  torn 
vith  anxiety  and  disappointment.      I  have 
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offered  little  consolation;  since  that  but  too- 
frequently  feeds  the  sorrow  which  it  pretends 
to  deplore,  and  strengthens  the  impression, 
which  nothing  but  the  external  rubs  of  time 
and  accident  can  thoroughly  efface. 

He  informs  me  of  his  intentions  of  quitting 
Moscow  the  first  opportunity,  and  trayelling 
by  land  to  Amsterdam^  I  must,  therefore, 
upon  his  arriyal,  entreat  the  continuance  pf 
your  friendship ;  and  beg  of  you  to  provide 
him  with  proper  directions  for  finding  me  in 
London,  You  can  scarcely  be  sensible  of  the 
joy  I  expect  upon  seeing  him  once  more :  the 
ties  between  the  father  and  the  son  among  ud 
of  China  are  much  more  closely  drawn  than 
with  you  of  Europe. 

The  remittances  sent  me  from  ArgUn  to 
Moscow  came  in  safety.     I  cannofsufiiciently 
admire  that  spirit  of  honesty  which  prevails 
through  the  whole  country  of  Siberia :  per- 
haps the  savages  of  that  desolate  region  are, 
the  only  untutored  people  of  the  globe  that 
cultivate  the   moral    virtues,    even   without 
knowing  that  their  actions  merit  praise.     I 
have  been  told  surprising  things  of  their  good* 
fiess,  benevolence,  and  generosity  ;  and  the 
tininterrupted  commerce  between  China  and 
Russia  serves  as  a  collateral  confirmation. 

'^  Let  >us,*  says  the  Chinese  lawgiver,  ^ad* 
mire  ithe  rude  "virtues  of  the  ignorant,  but 
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rather  imitate  the  delicate  morals  ot  the  polite.* 
In  the  country  \irhere  I  reside,  though  honesty 
find  henevolence  be  not  so  congenial,  yet  art 
supplies  the  place  of  nature^     Though  hen^ 
every  vice  is  carried  to  excess,  yet  every  virtue 
h  practised  also  with  unexampled  superiority. 
A  city  like  this  is  the  soil  for  great  virtues  and 
great  vices  ;  the  villain  can  soon  improve  here 
in  the  deepest  mysteries  of  deceiving;   and 
the  practical  philosopher  can  every  day  meet 
newincitements  to  mend  his  honest  intentions, 
Th^e  are  no  pleasures,  sensual  or  sentimental^ 
which  this  city  does  not  produce  ;  yet,  I  knovi[ 
not  how,  I  could  not  be  content  to  reside  here 
for  life.     There  is  something  so  seducing  in 
that  spot  in  which  we  first  had  existence,  that 
nothing  but  it  can  please;  whatever  vicissi- 
tudes we  experience  in  lifCj  howcTer  we  toil, 
or  wheresoever  we  wander,  our  fatigued  wishes 
still  recur  to  home  for  tranquillity  :  we  long 
to  die  in  that  spot  which,  gave  us  birth,  and 
in  that  pleasing  expectation  opiate  ev^y  cd* 
l^mlty. 

i  You  now,  therefore,  perceive  that  I  iiave 
soma  intentions  of  leaving  this  country  ;  and 
yet  KUy  designed  •  departure  fills  me  with  re* 
k<;tance  and  regret.  Though  the  friendships 
of  travellers  are.  generally  more  transient 
than  yernal  stiows,  still  I' feel  an  unehsi^ess 
M  breaking,  the!  xioimeotiDos  1  iiave  ifbrmed 
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aincemy  airrival;  particultirly  I  dball  have  no 
small  pain  in  leaviog  my  usual  coiopanion, 
guide^  and  instructor. 

I  shall  wait  for  the  arrival  of  my  son  before 
I  set  out.  He  shall  be  my  companion  in  every 
intended  journey  for  the  future^  in  his  com^ 
pany  I  can  support  the  fatigues  of  the  way 
with  redoubled  ardour,  pleased  at  once  with 
conveying  instr^iction,  andexactingobedience. 
Adieu. 


LETTER  cut. 

From  Lien  Chi  Altangi,  to  Fum  HoamjJir9t 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy  at 
Peiiny  in  China. 


The  arts  soine  in«kev  use  of  to  apjpear  leamed. 


QvR  scholars  in  China  have  a  most  profound 

veneration  for  forms>      A   first-rate  beauty 

never  studied  the  decorums  of  dress  with  more 

assiduity  ;  they  may  properly  enough  be  said 

to  be  clothed  with  wisdom  from  head  to  foot ; 

they  have  their  philosophical  caps  and  philo- 

.sophical  whiskers,  their  philosophical  slippers 

and  philosophical  fans;  there  is  even  aphilo-^ 

sophical  standard  for  measuring  the  nails  : 

and  yet^  with  all  this  seeming  wisdom,  they 
are  often  found  to  be  mere  empty  pretenders.. 

Vol.  II.  V 
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'  A  pbiisophical  be^m  is  not  so  freqiiehrt  in 
Earop^;  yet  I  itm  tdld  that  such  characters 
are  found  here.  I  mean  sneh  as  punctually 
'support  all  the  decorums  of  learnings  without 
being  really  -very  profound,  or  naturally  pos* 
messed  of  a  fine  understanding ;  who  labour 
hard  to  obtain  the  titular  honours  attending 
literary  merit,  who  flatter  others,  in  order  to 
b^  flattered  in  turn  ;  ahd  only  study  to  be 
thought  students. 

A  character  of  this  kind  generally  receives 
company  in  his  study,  in  all  the  pensive  for- 
mality of  slippers,  night-gown,  and  easy  chair. 
The  table  is  covered  with  a  large  book,  which 
is  always  kept  open,  and  never  read ;  his  so- 
litary hours  being  dedicated  to  dozing,  mend* 
ing  pens,  feeling  his  pulse,  peeping  through  the 
micicoscope,  and  sometimes  reading  amusing 
books,  which  he  condemns  in  company.  His 
library  ia  preserved  with  the  most  religious 
neatness  ;  arid  is  generally  a;  repository  of 
scarce  books,  which  bear  an  high  price,  becanse 
too  dull  or  nseless  to  become  common  by  the 
ordinary  methods  of  publication. 

Such  men  are  generally  candidates  for  ad- 
mittance into  literary  clubs,  academies,  and 
institutions,  where  they  regularly  meet  to  give 
and  receive  a  little  instruction  and  a  great 
deal  of  praise.  In  conversatbn  they  never 
betray  ignorance,  because  they  never  seem  to 
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receite inforoQaiidn:  Offer  a  new  dbderyation^ 
tbey  have  heard  it  before  ; .  pinch  them  in  ati> 
argument,  and  they  reply  ^ith  a  sneer. 

Yet  bow  trifling  soever  these  little  arts  may; 
appear,  they  answer  one  valuable  purpose,  of 
gaining  the  praotisers  the  esteena  they  vrish. 
fpr.  The  bounds  of  a  man^s  knowledge  aret 
easily  concealed,  if  be  has  but  prudence  ;  biit 
all  can  readily  see  and  admire  a  gilt  library, 
a  set  of  long  nails,  a  silver  standisb,  or  a  well- 
combed  whisker,  who  are  incapable  of  distin-* 
guA^hing  a  dunce. 

When  Father  Matthew^  the  fir^t  Europeaa 
mis^ipn^er,  catered  China,  the  court  vtqs  iii-*^ 
formed  that  he  possessed  great  skill  in  astro«^ 
Qoiny ;  he  was  therefore  sent  for,- and  ex- 
amined. The  established  astronomers  of  state 
undertook  this  task;  and  made  their  report 
to  the  oxiperor  that  his  skill,  was  but  very 
superficial,  and  no  way  comparable  to.  their 
p wa .  Th^  missiiiner,  bo wever^  appealed  from 
ihair  judgment  to  experience,  and  challenged 
them  to  calculate  an  eclipse  of  the  moon  thai 
was  to  happen  a  few  nights  following.  ^  What,' 
said  some,  *  shall  a  barbarian  without  nails 
pretend  to  vie  with  men  in  astronetny^  wbo 
have  made  it  the  study  of  their  lives,  with  men 
who  know  half  the  knowable  chamicters  of 
wopds,  who  wear  scientifical  caps  and  slipptni, 

^nd  who  ba^e  gone  through  every  literary 
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4egree  with  opplaase?*  They  accepted  the 
ohallenge,  CMiiident  of  success.  The  eclipse 
began  ;  the  Chinese  produced  amost  splendid 
apparatus,  and  were  fifteen  minutes  wrong ; 
the  missioQer  with  a  single  instrument  was 
exaot  to  a  second.  This  was  convincing; 
hut  the  court  astronomers  were  not  to  be  con- 
yinced:  instead  of  acknowledgin g  their  error^ 
they  assured  the  emperor  that  their  calcula- 
tions were  certainly  exact,  but  that  the  stran- 
ger without  nails  had  actually  bewitched  the 
moon«  fVell  then^  cries  the  good  emperor^ 
tfmiling  at  their  \gnor»ncey  you  shall  still  con^ 
Hmue  to  be  servants  of  the  moon ;  but  I  con» 
stitute  this  man  het  eontrqUer. 
'  China  is  thus  replete  with  men,  whose  only 
pretensions  to  knowledge  arise  from  external 
circumstances  ;  and  in  Europe  every  country 
abounds  with  them  in  proportion  to  its  igno- 
rance. Spain  and  Flanders,  who  are  behiiid 
the  rest  of  Europe  in  learning  at  least  three 
centuries,  havetwenty  literary  titles  and  marks 
of  distinction  unknown  in  France  or  England : 
they  have  their  Clarissimi  and  Preelarissimiy 
their  Accuratissimi  and  Minutissimi ;  a  round 
cap  entitles  one  student  to  argue,  and  a  square 
cap  permits  another  to  teach ;  while  acap  with 
a  tassel  almost  sanctifies  the  head  it  happens 
to  C9ver.  Bat  where  true  knowledge  is  cul- 
^vaied,  these  formalities  begin  to  disappear ; 
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the  etdiined  cowl,  the  solem  beard,  ahd 
dweepiBg  train,  are  liatd  aside ;  philosopbera^ 
dress,  and  talk,  and  ttaink  like  otb^raievi ;  Sftid 
)anib*skin  dressers  and  cap-makers^  and  tafl*>* 
(^rriers,  now  deplore  a  literary. 

For  my  own  ]^art,  my  friend,  I  haye  sesii 
enough  of  presuming  ignorance,  neTer  to  ve-^ 
nerate  wisdom  but  where  it  actually  appears* 
I  have  receiyed  literary  titles  and  distinctions 
myself;  and,  by  the  quantity  of  my  own  wis- 
dom, know  how  yery  little  wisdom  tliey  oa« 
Confer.    Adieu. 


LETTER  CIY. 

Fr&m  Uen  Chi  Altan^,  i^  Fum  H»€tin^Jir9t 
President  of  the  Cermmomal  Aceidemjfi  at 
PekiH^y  im  Chima. 


lAta 


tte  ittWft<#a  corMUMikm  daieriMlt. 


»*MKIfc*»l         tin 


Tttt  tfttte  for  the  youngs  krri^*s'  coroitatidf!  ap- 
proached: the  gr^at  and  th^  little  World  look 
forward  With  Impatieln'ee.  A  knight  fr'oM  th^ 
counftT',  who  has  brought  tfp  his  family  tai^i^ 
and  be  seen  on  this  occasion,  has  taken  all  tb« 
lower  part  of  the  honse  where  I  ledger.  'Hii 
trtfe  is  laying  in  a  targe  quantity  of  sM^s, 
which  the  mercer  tells  her  are  to  be  foshioi^Klie 
ne^  season;  and  miss,  her  dfltughtei',  hHil 

V  a 
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Actually  bad  her  ears  bored  previously  to  tb^ 
eereinony.  In  all  this  bustle  of  preparation 
I  am  considered  as  mere  lumbery  and  have 
been  shoved  up  two  stories  higher,  to  make 
room  for  others  my  landlady  seems  perfectly 
eoBViDoed  are  my  betters ;  but  whom  before 
me  she  is  conteoted  with  only  calling  very 
good  company^  .     . 

>  Tbe  little  beau»  who  baa  wyf  forced  himself 
into  my  intimacy^  was  yesterday  giving  me  a 
minute  detail  of  the  intended  procession.  Ali 
men  are  eloquent  upon  their  favourite  topic  ;, 
and  this  seemed  peculiarlj  adapted  to  the  size 
and  turn  of  his  uncferstaadling.  His  whole 
mind  was  blazoned  over  with  a  variety  of  glit- 
tering images;  >coronetsy  escutdieons,  lace> 
fringe,  tassels,  stones,  buglits,  and  spun  glass. 

*  Here,'  cried  he,  *  Garter*  is  to  walk  r  and 
there  Rouge  Dragon  maiai^hes  with  the  es* 
eutcheons  on  his  back*.  Here  Gkirenciuex 
moves  forward  ;  and  there  Blue  Mantle  dis- 
dains to  be  left  behind.  Her;e  the  aldermeii 
march  two  and  two  ^  and  there  tl^e^  uii4aunted 
champion  of  Sngland,  n^o  way  te^ri$^d  at  the 
xery  nuDfieicoiis  aj>pearance  of  g^jjitjleinen  an4 
l^ies,  i;ides  forward  in  CQipidl^t,^  armour,  and 
with  an  intrepid  ajur  tI^o,W9  dowu  bis  glo.^^e* 

*  Ah,'  cpntini^d  he,  ^§)|oiil4  any  beiso^jiardy 
W  t9  take  up-  that  jfaM  gloy^,  and  tp  aa-« 
oeptthe  chalfpnge^  vice  ,sJioul4  se|^  finovspqi^ti 
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the  qhampion  would  show  him  no  mercy  ;  he 
would  soon  teach  him  all  his  passes  with  a 
witness.     However,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have 
none  willing  to  try  it  with  him  upon  the  ap^ 
proaching  occasion  for  two  reasons:    firsts 
hecause  his  antagonist  would  stand  a  chance 
of  being  killed  in  the  single  coiiiba^t ;   and, 
i^econdly,  because  if  he  escape  the  champion^s 
arm,  he  would  certainly  be  hanged  for  treason.' 
No,  no,  I  fancy  none  will  be  so  hardy  as  to. 
dispute  it  with  a  champion  like  him  inured  to 
arms ;  and  we  shall  probably  see  him  prancing> 
unmolested  away,  holding  his  bridle  thus  in 
one  hand,  and  brandishing  his  dram  cup  in 
the  other.* 

Some  men  haye  a  manner  of  describing,, 
which  only  wraps  the  subject  in  more  thaa 
former  obscurity  :  thus  was  I  unable,  with  all 
my  companion's  volubility,  to  form  a  distinct 
idea  of  the  intended  procession.  I  was  cer- 
tain that  the  inauguration  of  a  king  should  bo 
conducted  with  solemnity  and  irdigiaus  awe ;. 
and  I  could  not  be  persuaded  that  there  was. 
much  solemnity  ia  this  description.  If  thi» 
be  true,  cried  I  to  myself^  the  people  of  Eu* 
rope  sujr^ly  havo  a  strange  manner  of  mixing; 
solemn  and  fantastic  images, togetbjer ;  pic« 
tures  at  once  replete  with  burlesque  and  th# 
sublime.  At  a  time  whea  the  king  enters  intoi^ 
the  most  solemn  compaqt  with  his  peo|^le> 
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nothing  surely  should  he  admitted  to  dimliiisk 
from  the  real  mftjesty  of  the  ceremony.  A  la* 
dicrous  image  brought  in  at  such  a  time  throws 
an  air  of  ridicuie  upon  the  ifbole.  It  some 
way  resembles  a  pieture  I  hate  seen,  designed 
by  Albert  Durer,  wheroy  amidst  all  the  so- 
lemnity of  that  awfol  scene,  a  Deity  judging^ 
and  a  trembling  world  awaiting  the  decree^ 
he  has  introduced  a  merry  mortal  trundling 
his  scolding  wife  to  bell  in  a  wheel-barroW. 

My  companion,  who  mistook  my  silence, 
daring  this  interval  of  reflection,  for  the  rap- 
ture of  astonishment,  proceeded  to  describe 
those  frivolous  parts  of  the  show,  that  mostly 
struck  his  imagination  ;  and  to  assure  me  that 
if  I  staid  in  this  eowstry  some  months  longer 
I  should  see  fine  things.  <  For  my  own  part,' 
continued  he,  ^  I  know  already  of  flfteen  suit# 
of  clothes,  that  would  sland  on  one  end  with 
gold  lace,  all  designed  to  be  first  shown  there  ^ 
and  as  for  diamonds,  rabies,  emeralds,  anct 
pearls,  we  shall  see  them,  as  thick  as  brass^ 
nails  in  a  sedan  chair.  And  then  we  are  all 
to  walk  so  majestically  thus ;  this  foot  always 
behind  the  foot  before.  The  ladies  are  to  fling 
nosegays ;  the  court  poets  to  scatter  verses  ;. 
the  spectators  are  to  be  all  in  full  dress  ;  Mrs. 
Tibbs  in  a  new  sacque,  ruftes,  and  frenched 
hair ;  look  where  you  will,  one  thing. finer 
than  another ;;  Mrs.  Tibbs  enrteries  4o  Ihoi^ 
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duchess;  her  g^ace  returns  the  conDpliment 
with  a  bow.  Largess,  cries  the  herald .  Make 
roboiy  cries  the  gentleman  usher.  Knock  him 
down,  cries  the  guard.  Ah!'  continued  he, 
amazed  at  his  own  description,^  what  an  as- 
tonishing scene  of  grandeur  can  art  produce 
from  the  smallest  circumstance,  when  it  thus 
actually  turns  to  wonder  one  man  putting  on 
another  man's  hat.V 

I  now  found  his  mind  was  entirely  set  upoi^ 
the  fopperies  of  the  pageant,  and  quite  regard^ 
less  of  the  real  meaning  of  suclv  costly  prepa- 
i^ations.  ^  Pageants,'  says  Bacon^  ^  are  pretty 
things  ;  but  we  should  rather  study  to  make 
them  elegant  than  expemsive.'  Processions, 
eavalcades,  and  all  that  fund  of  gay  fripperyy 
furnished  out  by  tailors,  barbers,  and  tire- 
women, mechanically  influence  the  mind  into 
Yeneratiott ;  an  emperor  in^i^is  night-cap  would 
not  meet  with  half  the  respect  of  an  emperor 
with  a  glittering  crown.  Politico  resiemble 
religion  :  attempting  to  divest  either  of  cere- 
many  is  the  raiost  certain  method  df  bringing 
either  into  contempt*  The  weak  must  have 
their  inducements  to  admiration  as  well  as  the 
wise;  arid  it  is  the  business  of  a  sensible 
gOTernH>ent  to  impress  all  ranks  with  a  sense 
of  subordination,  whether  this  be  effected  by 
a  diamond  buckle  or  a  virtuous  edict,  a  sump- 
tuary law,  or  a  glas^  necklace. 


%Mr  CmgBH  QFTHB  WMEt».T 

This  interval  of  reflection  onlf  g^ve  mf^ 
companion  spirits  to  begin  Us  description 
afresh  ;  and  as  a  greater  inducement  to  raise 
my  curiosity,  he  informed  me  of  the  vast  sums* 
that  ivere  given  by  the  spectators  for  places. 

*  Tb^t  the  ceremony  mnst  be  fine/  cries  hey 
^  is  very  evident  from  the  fine  price  that  isr 
paid  for  seeing  it.  Several  ladies  have  as- 
sured me,  they  would  willingly  part  with  one 
eye,  rather  than  be  prevented  from  looking  on 
with  the  other.    Come,  comi^,^  continues  he» 

*  I  have  a  friend  who  for  my  sake  will  supply 
lis  with  places  at  the  most  reasonable  rates ; 
I  tvill  take  care  you  shall  not  be  imposed  upon  y 
and  be  will  inform  you  of  the  use,  finery,  rap- 
ture, splendour,  and  enohantment  of  the^  whole 
ceremony  better  than  I.' 

Follies  often  repeated  lose  tbdr  absurdity^ 
and  assume  the  appearance  of  reason:  hisr 
arguments  were  so  often  and  so  strongly  en-* 
forced,  that  I  had  actually  some  thoughts  of 
becoming  a  Spectator.  We  accordingly  went 
together  to  bespeak  a  place;  but  guess  my 
surprise,  when  the  man  demanded  a  purse  of 
gold  for  a  single  seat :  I  could  hardly  believe 
him  serious  upon  making  the  demand.  *  Pri- 
thee, friend,*  cried  I,  *  after  I  have  paid  twenty 
pounds  for  sitting  here  an  hour  or  two,  can  I 
bring  a  part  of  the  coronation  back  !' — *  No, 
sir.'     '  How  long  can  I  live  upon  it  after  I 
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have  come  away  ?■  — *  Not  l<m^,  sir.' — *  Can  a 
coronation  clothe,  feed,  or  fatten  me  ?*  *  Sir,* 
replied  the  man,  you  seem  to  be  under  a  mis- 
take ;  all  ]that  yo^  can  bring  away  is  the  plear 
sure  of  having  it  to  say,  that  you  saw  the  co- 
ronation/— ^  Blast  me,'  cries  Tibbs,  *if  that 
be  all,  there  is  »o  )ieed  of  paying  for  that,  since 
I  arm  resolved  to  have  that  pleasure,  whether 
1  ans  tbere  or  no  !^ 

I  am  conscious,  my  friend,  that  this  is  but 
Avery  ooof used  description  of  the  intended 
<$€flremony.     You  may  object,  that  I  neither 
s^tle  rank,  precedency,  nor  place ;    that  I 
seem  ignorant  whether  Gules  walks  before  or 
behind  Garter ;  that  I  have  neither  mentioned 
4she  din^ensions  of  a  lord's  cap,  nor  measured 
the  length  of  a  lady's  tail.     I  know  your  de- 
light is  iu  minute  description  ;  and  this  I  am 
unhappily  .disqualified  from  furnishing ;  yet, 
upon  tbe  whole,  I  foncy  it  will  be  no  way  com- 
parable to  the  magnifieence  of  our  late  em- 
peror Whangti's  procession,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried to  the  moon,  at  whieh  Fum  Hoam  himself 
presided  in  person.     Adieu. 


4KW         ctravN  or-i»B  wwiiit 

LfiTT£R  CV. 

TO    THE    SAME. 


Tnneral  elegies  written  upon  the  irreat,  ridiculed.    A  tpecimett 

of  one. 


It  was  foroierly  the  custom  bere^  when  men 
of  distiBCtion  died^fpr  their  StUTYrnDgacquiyin^ 
ance  to  throw  each  a  slight  preseat  ifito  the 
graye.  Several  things  of  little  value  wiere 
made  use  of  for  that  purpose :  perfumes,  relics, 
sf^es,  bitter  herbs,  camomile^  wormwood, 
and  verses.  This  cpstom,  however,  13  almost 
discontinued;  and  nothing  but  versus  alone 
are  now  lavished  on  such  occasions ;  an  obla- 
tion which  they  supppse  may  be  interred  with 
the  dead,  without  any  iejury  to  the  living. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  great  therefore  the 
poets  and  undertakes  afe  sure  of  e^nploymenti 
While  one  provides  the  long  ^loak,  black  staff, 
and  mourning,  coach,  the  other  produces  the 
pastoral  or  elegy,  the  monody  or  apotheosis* 
The  nobility  need  be  under  no  apprehensions, 
but  die  as  fast  as  th?^y  think  proper,  the  poet 
and  undertaker  are  ready  to  supply  them  ; 
these  can  find  metaphorical  tears  and  family 
escutcheons  at  half  an  hour's  warning ;  and 

when  the  one  has  soberly  laid  the  body  in  the 
grave,  the  other  is  ready  to  fix  it  figuratively 
among  the  stars. 


Tlnre  ace  sayenal  ways  oC  bei»g  fi^etiirattf 
sorrowful  oa  soeb  ocqasioDB*  TJie^  bard  isi 
now  some  ]peiim?e  yoiiih  of  seieaiee,  wbo^  ait» 
daploriiis  sHVoag  tj^o;  ttNab^;.  a^aini  be  is 
Thyr^is  complaining  ill  a  circle  o£  barmleas 
sheep*  Now  Britannia  aftts  apoii  htr  dwn 
abosey  aiHl  gjlyes  a  loo^e)  to  matenud.  <«i^kr- 
hass;,  a;t  aBpthen  tiote  Paroaasufs,.  evcsD  tlui> 
maun  tain  ParnasaA&s^  giirea  wa^/  to  aonrow,^ 
and  is  batbed  i a  tearsi  o£  dieli^ast. 

But  tbemost  uaiulrmaiil»erij9ftUb;:  iDanci&j 
meets  MeaaloaBywho  bas>g!0>t  a  most  g^omy. 
countenance.     The  sbeph^Bcl  aaka  his'frie&d^ 
whence  that  look  o(  disftreas  ?  to  which  thet 
other  replies  that  PoUio  ia  ooimora*    If  thali 
be  the  case  then,  crieaDftmon^  let  us  retire;  to 
yonder  bower  at  aame  distant^  aiff,  wheve  the 
cypress  and    the  jesaamkie:  add    fsa^aRce 
to    the    breeze;    aod    let    us    weep^    allcr-^ 
mately  fbr  PoIUqr^  the  friend  of  ahepheifds^ 
and  the  pa/trofir  of  eveny  muae..    Ah^  retarna 
his-  fellow  shepherd^,  what  iHvk  yott;salrher  of 
that  gootto  by&  the*  fountalflr  aide  f  the;  mur*p 
muring  stream  will  help  tdt  aaaist  ear  com- 
plaints,, and!  a  nightkif^le;  oa  a  ne^hbuuiriog 
tree  will  jpin  her  yaieeioi  theeoneert.,    Wbeli 
the  place  is  thus  settled,  they  beglo ;  the  brook 
stands  still  to  hear  their  lamentations  ;  the 
cows  forget  to  graze ;   and  the  very  tigers 

start  from  the  forest  with  sympathetic  concern. 
Vol.  11.  X 
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By  the  tombs  of  our  ancestors,  my  dear  Fum, 
I  am  quite  unaffected  in  all  this  distress :  the 
whole  is  liquid  laudanum  to  tny  spirits  ;  and 
a  tiger  of  common  sensibility  has  twenty  times 
more  tenderness  than  L 

But  though  I  could  never  weep  with  the 
compbining  shepherd,  yet  I  am  sometimes 
induced  to  pity  the  poet,  whose  trade  is  thus 
to  make  demigods  and  heroes  for  a  dinner. 
There  is  not  in  nature  a  more  dismal  figure 
than  a  man  who  sits  down  to  premeditated 
flattery;  every  stanza  he  writes  tacitly  re- 
proaches the  meanness  of  his  occupation,  till 
at  last  his  stupidity  becomes  more  stupid,  and 
his  dulness  more  diminutive. 

I  am  amazed  therefore  that  none  have  yet 
found  out  the  secret  of  flattering  the  worth* 
less,  and  yet  of  preserving  a  safe  conscience. 
Ihave  often  wished  for  some  method  by  which 
a  man  might  do  himself  and  his  deceased 
patron  justice,  without  being  under  the  hate* 
ful  reproach  of  self-conviction.  After  long 
lucubration,  I  have  hit  upon  such  an  expe- 
dient ;  and  send  you  the  specimen  of  a  poem 
upon  the  decease  of  a  great  man^  in  which  the 
flattery  is  perfectly  fine,  and  yet  the  poet  per- 
fectly innocent. 


CITi:^^  OF  THE  yf€mJ>i  ^S^ 

On  the  Death  of  th^ JRight  jRqnaurabh  ^^'^. 

Ye  mnies,  poor  the  pi  tying  tear  / 

For  PoUio  snatch'd  ai/vay : 
O,  had  be  liv'd  another  year ! 
•—— fle  had  not  died  tO'dajf. 

O,  were  he  born  to  bless  mankind 

In  virtuous  times  of  yore,  v 

Heroes  thciaseives  had  flidlen  behind ! 

— W^Acne'crA*  went  b^ore. 

How  sad  the  groves  and  plains  appear,. 
And  sympathetic  sheep ; 

£v'n  pitying  hills  would  drop  a  tear ! 
-"^I^fhillt  could  learn  to  weep. 

His  bounty  in  exalted  strain 
Sach  bard  might  weU  display : 
Since  none  implor'd  relief  in  vain ! 
*-— IVkol  went  rettev^d  avK^, 

And  hark!  I  hear  the  tnnefid  throng 
His  obsequies  forbid ; 
He  still  shall  live,  shall  live  as  long 
_<-'mm^jUwerd§admandii»  ^ 


LETTER  CVI. 

TO   THE   SAME. 


Tbe  English  too  fond  of  believing  every  report  without  examimt- 
tiU>ii.    A  ttory  of  an  iactiadisury  to.  this  purpose. 

It  is  the  most  usual  method  in  every  report^ 
.first  to  examine  its  probability,  and  then  act 
^18  the  conjunctare  may  require.  Tlie  Eng- 
lish, however,  exert  a  different  sjHrit  iiTsuob 
oireumstances ;  they  first  act,  and  wh^i  too 
late  begin  to  examine.  From.a  knowledge  of 
this  disposition,  th^e  are  several  faeire  who 

make  it  their  business  to  frame  new  repoBts 
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at  emry  eeRvenient  interval,  all  tenaiTig  to 
denounce  rum  l>otli  on  their  e^nrtemporaries 
and  their  posterity.  This  denunciatioD  is 
eagerly  caught  up  by  the  puhlic  ;  away  they 
fling  to  propagttte  the  distrelrs  ;  sell  out  at 
one  plaeci  buy  in  at.anotber,  grunible  at  their 
governors,  shout  in  molis,  and  when  they  have 
thus  for  some  time  behaved  like  fools,  sit  down 
coolly  to  srgne  ainl  talk  wisdom,  to  puzzle 
each  other  with  syllogism,  and  prepare  for  the 
next  report  that  prevails,  whteh  is  ^always  at- 
tended with  the  some  success. 

Thus  are  they  «ver  Dialog  above  one  report 
only  to  sink  into  anotlier.  They  resemble  a 
dog  in  a  well  pawing  io.^gei  Iree.  When  he 
has  raised  his  upper  pacts  above  water,  and 
every  spectator  imagines  him  disengaged,  his 
lower  parts  drag  him  down  again  and  sink 
him  to  the  nose;  he  miakes  new  efforts  to 
emerge,  and  every  effort  increasing  his  weak- 
ness, oaly  tends  to  siok  him  ike  ^deeperi. 

There  are  some  here  who,  I  am  told,  make 
^  ii^epaMe  irabGni^eDeeiiy!  tlw  crfidviity  of  ifaeir 
souBAirymisn^.  .at  they  £qd  l^iepuUie  fonid  df 
him^iy  utounds,  mmi  dealii,  ihey  oooDtvive  po^ 
fitaoaL  ruins  suited  to  every  njinth  is  the  year : 
ibbflENnitli  the  people  are  to  be  eaten  wpdby 
the  Frenofa  in  Aat-i)ottoaied  boa^;  tke  n^xlt 
bf  thavuldiers,  deaurned  to  beat  ibe  Frwch 
baok ;  new  the  people  ofegoimig  to  juraip  d»mm 


the  golf  of  luxHry  ;  and  now Htftliiiig  but  dii 
herring  mibscription  can  fish  tbem  up  again* 
Time  passed  on  ;  the  report  proves  false;  new 
eircumstftnces  produce  new  changes,  but  th^ 
people  never  i^hangOy  they  are  persevering  in 
folly. 

In  other  countries  those  boding  politicians 
would  be  left  to  fret  over  their  own  schemes 
alone,  and  grow  splenetic  Without  hopes  of 
infecting  others  :  but  England  seems  to  be 
the  very  region  where  spleen  delights  to  dwell ; 
a  tnan  not  only  can  give  an  unbounded  scope 
to  the  disorder  in  himself j  but  may,  if  he 
pleases,  propagate  it  over  the  whole  kingdom^ 
with  a  certainty  of  success.  He  has  only  to 
ery  out,  that  the  government,  the  government 
b  all  wrongs  that  their  schemes  are  leading  t^ 
riiin,  that  Britons  are  no  more;  etery  good 
number  of  the  commonwealth  thinks  it  bis 
duty,  in  such  a  case,  to  deplore  the  universal 
decadence  vrith  sympathetic  siMn'oW)  and  by 
fancyingthe  constitution  in  a  decay,  absolutely 
to  impair  its  vigour, 

;  This  people  would  laugh  at  my  simplicityi 
should  I  advise  them  to  be  less  sanguine  in 
l^H^bonring  gloomy  predictions,  and  examine 
oooUy  before  they  attempted  to  comfMlain.  I' 
have  just  heard  a  story,  which,  though  trans'- 
aOted  in  a  private  family^  served  very  well  tOi 

describe  (the  cbehaviour  of  the  whole  neit|Ony, 
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iii:0iMa»cl8  of  threatened  calamity «  As  there  are 
p«blic«  so  there  are  private  iocendiaries  here. 
Oae  of  the  last,  either  for  the  amusement  of 
his  friends,  or  to  divert  a  fit  of  tl^  spleen, 
lately  sent  a  threatening  letter  to.  a  worthy 
family  in  my  neighbourhood,  to  this  effect. 

^  Sir,  knowing  you  to  be  very  riob,  and  find- 
ing myself  to  be  very  poor,  I  thbik  proper  to 
inform  you,  that  I  have  learned  the  secret  of 
poisoning  man,  woman,  and  child,  without 
ganger  of  detection.  Do  not  be  uneasy,,  sir, 
you  may  take  your  choice  of  being  poisonM 
in.  a  fortnight,  or  poisoned  in  a  month,  or  poi* 
soned  in  six  weeks  ;  you  shall  have- full  time 
to  settle  all  your  affairs.  Though  I  am  peor^ 
I  like  to  do  things  like  a  gentleman.  Bcil> 
sir,  you  must  die ;  I  have  determined  it/ with- 
in my  own  breast  that  you  must  die.  Blood, 
sir,  blood  is,  my  trade ;  so  I  coiild  w|sh  you 
would  this  day  six  weeks  take  leavf  of  your, 
friends,  wife,  And  family,  for  I  cannot  possibly 
sdlow  you  longer  time.  To  convince  you 
more  certainly  of  the  power  of  my  art,  by  which 
yoti  may  know;  I  spieak  truth,  take  this  letter  ; 
when  you  have  read  it,  tear  off  the  seal,  fold: 
it  up,  and  give  it  to  your  favourite  Dittcb 
mastiff  that  sits  by  the  fire  ;  he  will  swallow 
it,  sir,  like  a  buttered  toast ;  in  three  houra 
four  minutes  after  he  has  taken  it,  he  wiU  at-^ 
t^mpt  to  bite  off  his  own  tiodngue,  and  hidf  an. 
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hour  after  burst  asunder  in  twenty  pieces 
Bloody  blood,  blood  ;'80  no  more  at  present 
from,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  roost  devoted 
humble  servant  to  command  till  death.^  • 

You  may  easily  imagine  the  consternation 
into  which  this  letter  threw  the  whole  good- 
natured  family.  The  poor  man,  to  whom  it 
was  addressed,  was  the  more  surprised,  as 
not  knowing  how  be  could  merit  such  in T€^ 
twate  malice.  AU  the  friends  of  the  familv 
were,  convieaed ;  it  was  universally  agreed, 
that  it  was  a  most  terrible  affair,  and  that  the 
government  should  be  solicited  to  offer  a  re- 
ward and  a  pardon  :  a  fellow  of  this  kind 
would  go  on  poisoning  family  after  family; 
.and  it  was  impossible  to  say  where  the  destrucf 
tion  would  end.  In  pursuance  of  these  de^ 
terminations  the  governn^ent  was  applied  to ; 
strict  search  was  made  after  the  incendiary, 
but  all  in  vain.  At  last,  therefore,  they  re- 
eolleoted  that  the  ea^periment  was  not  yet  tried 
upon  the  dog ;  tl^  Diutich  mastiff  was  brought 
^f,  and  placed  in, the  midst  of  the  friends  and 
relations,  tjie  seal  Mias  torn  off,  t]\e  packed 
Mded  up/wit)t  car^,^  and.  soon  they  founds  to 
the  great  suprise  of  all-— that  the  dog  would 
not  eat  the  letter.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  C VII. 

TO  THE  SAME.        '     ' 


The  utility  and  enteriainment  xrhich  mijfht  result  from  a  journey 

iaato  tk«  ••at* 


I  HAVB  frequently  been  amazed  at  the  igmi^i' 
ri&nce  of  almost  all  the  European  traveHerr^ 
who  have  penetrated  any  considerable  way 
eastward  into  Asia.  They  baye  been  m-i- 
fluenced  either  by  motives  of  eoro«i«ree  or 
piety,  and  their  accounts  are  mieh  as  might 
reasonably  be  expected  from  men  ef  very  nar-*- 
row  or  very  prejudiced  ed«eation,  the  dictates 
of  superstition  or  the  resuU  of  ignorance*  Is 
it  not  surprising,  th^t  in  such  a  variety  of  ad« 
venturers  not  one  single  phUosopher  should 
be  found ;  for  as  (o  the  travels  of  Gemelli,  tlm 
learned  are  long  agreed  that  the  whole  is  but 
an  imposture. 

There  is  scarcely  any  country  how  rude  op 
uncultivated  soever,  where  the inhdbitants  ar^ 
not  possessed  of  some  peculiar  secrets,  ^ther 
in  nature  or  art,  which  m4g4»t  be  transplanted 
with  isuccess ;  in  Siberian  Tarttflry,  fet  in- 
stance, the  natives  extract  a  stn>Ug  spirit  from 
milk,  which  is  a  secret  probably  iinknown  to 
the  chemists  of  Europe.  In  the  most  savage 
parts  of  India  they  are  possessed  of  the  secret 
of  dying  vegetable  substances  scarlet ;  and  of 
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reflniiig  lead  into  a  mdtal^  whidi  for  lisrdliess 
aad  colour  is  litile  inferkir  to  )siWer ;  >Mot  one 
of  wllich  secrets  but  tronlal  in  Europe  anabe 
a  man's  fortune*  Thepe^wer  of^tbe  Asia4iies 
in  produciajg^  mnds^  «r  ^bringing'  down  xaim^ 
the  B«ro|)eaiis  are  'Spt  to  tneaft  as  fabaloitt, 
beoauoe  tbey  kOiYe  110  instances  df  ttie  like  »a- 
toreamooig  IkeB&aelves^  ^%  thejr^bald  >liaiie 
treated  the  secrets  of  ^g^niypo«irder,  tand  tiie  i&a- 
.riner's  !ceai|ioss,ia  tlie  saincinakiBer,  had  (bbey 
'been  'told  IJm  Chiaeae  used  such  arits  beCaee 
tlia  iiMicartton  was  <ooBitnoB  mlh  themskdvcs^at 
;lrana. 

Of  all  4he  JQai^irii  pUloaaphers  I  moat  ao- 
worenoe  Baooa^  that  greait  and  hardy  |feiiit»i; 
-ht  it  ia.  /who  aUoars  of  sitonfis  yet  unka#iittt'; 
wbo^  «ndattBit^  hy  tlM  Heeauag  diffitndiifla 
4InuI  appose^  ^mpta  imaaaii  caiiaaity  to  ei^ 
a(mine  every  part  of  nature^  and  'evrniMOsliarfe 
man  to  try  whether  l^canhotsabycetlhia  tena- 
nt, the  thunder,  aad  fetea  eartiN{»iiDe»  to 
-buBMai  clm^ffol  ^  O,  did  -a  mail  of  Ms  Afoimf; 
spirit,  of  his  genius,  penetration,  and  learaiaigy 
tiawl  im  thoie  febuntries  irfaMi  ha^r  been 
▼iaited  eaiy  by  the  adpersiitious  uiiA  4oerae«- 
tiary,  what  laight  not  mankind  eaGfiect:  bow 
would  he  entigiitea  tbe  legienfi  Iba  which  he 
troTeUed  !  And  what  a  variety  of  knowledge 
and  useful  improi^eiDeiirt;  wenld  he  nfo<t  bting 
back  in  excdiaage  i  - 
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There  is  probably  ne  oouotry  ^  barbarous^ 
that  would  not  diaeiose  all  it  knew^if  it  re- 
ceived from  the  trayeller  eqaiTaleat  informa- 
tion ;  and  I  am  apt  to-  think,  that  a  person^ 
who  was  ready  to  give  more  knowledge  than 
hereeeiyed,  would  be  welcome  whererer  be 
came.    AU  hia  cove  in  traTelltng  shoald  only 
be  to  suit  his  inteUectual  banquet  to  the  people 
with  whom  he  eoafersed  ;  he  shoiild  net  at- 
teiaptto  teach  the  unlettered  I'artar  astronomy, 
nor  yet  instruct  the  polite  Chiaese  in  the  ruder 
arts  of  subsistence  :  he  should  endeavour  to 
improve  the  barbarian  in  the  secrets  of  living 
comfortably  ;  and  the:  inhabitant  of  a  more 
refined  country  in  the  epeculalive  pleasures  of 
aeieiice.    How  much  more  nobly  would  a  phi- 
losopher thus  employed  spend  his  time^  than 
by  sitting  at  home  earaestly  intent  upon  add- 
ing one  star  more  to  his  catalogue  ^  or  one 
BMinster .  nK>f e  to  his  coUection ;   or  stiUy<&f 
possible,  more  triflingly  sedulous  in  the,  in^ 
catenation  of  fl^u^  or  the  sculpture  of  a  dberry- 
stone ! 

I  never  consider  this  subject  without  being 
surprised! that  none  of  those  societies  to  lauda- 
bly established  in  England  fox  the  {promotion 
of  arts  aad  learning,  have  ever  thought  of 
sending  one  of  theirs  meoskers  into  the  most 
eastern  parts  of  Asia,  to  nuike  what  discoveries 
he  was  able.    To  be  convineed.  of  the  utility 
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of  sueb  an  undertaking,  let  them  but  read  the 
relations  of  their  own  traveHers.    It  will  be 
there  found  that  they  are  as  often  deciUTed 
ibemsdves,  as  they  attempt  to  deceive  others. 
The  merchant  tells  us  perhaps  the  price  of 
different  commodities,  the  methods  of  bailing 
them  up,  and  the  properest  manner  for  an  Eu- 
ropean to  preserye  his  health  in  the  country. 
The  roisisioner,  on  the  other  hand,  informs  us, 
'Wiih  what  pleasure  the  country  to  which  he 
was  sent  embraced  Christianity,  and  the  num* 
bers  he  converted ;  what  methods  he  took  to 
keep  Lent  in  a  region  where  there  was  no  fish, 
or  the  shifts  he  made  to  celebrate  the  rites  of 
hi»  religion,  in  places  where  there  was  neither 
bread  nor  wine  !  such  accounts,  with  the  usual 
appendage  of  marriage  and  funerals,  inscrip- 
tions, rivers,  and  mountains,  make  up  the 
whole  of  an  European  traveler's  diary ;  but 
as  to  all  the  secrets  of  which  the  inhabitants 
are  possessed,  those  are  universally  attributed 
to  magic ;  and  when  the  traveller  can  give  no 
other  account  of  the  W4>nders  he  sees  per* 
formed,  very  contentedly  ascribes  them  to  the 
power  of  the  devil. 

It  was  an  usual  observation  of  Boyle,  the 
English  chembt,  that  if  every  artist  would 
but  discover  what  new  observations  occurred 
to  him  in  the  exertise  of  his. trade,  pbilosopfay 
would  tlftenee  gain  innumerable  improvettients. 
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It  ma;  1^'  ^serDed  witb>  siiU  gveaJter  juatiee, 
tlmt  if  the  usefiul  tuiowled^  of  every  ooaotry^ 
bowsoerrtr  barbasows,  was.  gkaned  by  a  jtt- 
diob>o»  observer^  the  adyantages  wo<ildi  be* 
iDes^ima^le.  Arte  tb^re  net  even  ki  Eiirap« 
many  vsefuli  uKrenttone.  known  or  praoliaed 
bitfl  in  one  place  ?  Tlie  inatrument,  as'  an  ex- 
ample, for  cutting  down«  com  in  Gennmy  is- 
nmch  more  bandy  and  expeditious,  in  my 
opinion,  than  the  sickle  used  iq  Ei»gland. 
Tb#  cheap  and  expeditious  nM»ner  of  makings 
yinegar  ifithott<t  previous  feriBentatien^  i» 
known  only  in  a  part  olF  France.  If  such  did- 
coTcries,  therefore,  remain  still  to  be  known 
at  home  ;  what  funds  of  knowledge  might  not 
be  collected  in  countries  yet  unexplored,  or 
only  passed  tfarougb  by  ignorant  travelters  in 
hasty  caravans  ! 

The  caution  with  whieh  foreigners  are  re*^ 
ceired  in  Asia  may  be  alledged  as  an  objeetiofi 
to  such  a  design.  But  how  ready  have  se- 
veral European  merchants  found  admission 
into  regions  the  mos^  suspecting,  under  the 
character  of  Sanjapins,  or  northern  pilj^rims ; 
to  such  not  even  China  itself  denies  access. 

To  send  out  a  travidler,  properly  qualified 
for  these  purposes,  might  be  an  objeot  of  na- 
tional concern;  it  woitld  in  some  measure 
repair  the  breaehe»made  by  amUtion;  and 
might  show  that  tfaens*  wene  s^Hl  seine  who 
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boasted  a  graater  name  than  that  of  patriotsj 
Tvho  profe«used  themselYes  lovers  of  men.  The 
only  difficulty  woidd  remain  in  choosing  a 
proper  person^  for  so  arduous  an  enteriNrise. 
He  should  be  a  man  of  a  philosopbipal  turn^ 
one  apt  to  deduce  consequences  of  general 
utility  from  particular  ofscurrences,  neither 
swollen  with  pride,  nor  hardened  by  prigudiee ; 
neither  wedded  to  one  particular  system,  nor 
iaaUrueted  only  in  one  particular  scjlence ;  |iei^ 
Iber  wJbolly  a  botanist,  nor  quite  an  antiquar 
rian  ;  his  mind  should  be  tinctured  with  n^is- 
caUaneous  knowledge,  and  his  manners  bur 
manized  by  an  intercourse  with  m^n.  He 
shotdd  be  in  some  measure  an  enthusiast  i^ 
the  de^gn ;  &>]ad  of  traVfeUing  from  a  rapid 
imitation  and  an  innate  love  9L change; 
furnished  with  a  body  capable  of  sustaining 
every  fatigue,  and  an  heart  not  easUy  UmA^ 
at  danger.    Adieu. 


LETTER  CVIII. 

FEOM  THE  SAME. 


^ip**^"^^""^"*** 


The  Cbineie  philo«opli«r  attempts  to  find  ouifojaoiu  neii. 


Otfs  of  ihe  principal  tniks  I  had  proposed  to 
mjwelf  on  my  iarriTal  her^  was  to  become. ac< 


quamted  with  the  jumma  and  ebasaetms  of 
Vol.  II.  Y 
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4hose  DOW  living,  who,  as  scholars  or  wits,  had 
acquired  the  greatest  share  of  reputation .     In 
t>rder  to  succeed  in  this  design,  I  fancied  the' 
surest  method  would  be  to  begin  my  inquiry 
•among  the  ignorant,  judging  that  his  fame 
would  be  greatest,  which  was  loud  enough 
to  be  heard  by  the  Tulgar.     Thus  predisposed 
I  began  the  search,  but  only  went  in  quest  of 
disappointment  and  perplexity.  I  found  every 
district  had  a  peculiar  famous  man  of  its  own. 
Here  the  •story-tdling  shoemaker  had    en- 
^ossed  the  admiration  on  one  side  of  the 
street,  while  the  bellman,  who  excelleth  at  a 
catch,  was  in  quiet  possession  of  the  other. 
At  one  end  of  a  lane  the  sexton  was  regarded 
as. the  greatest  man  alive,  but  I  had  not  tra- 
velled half  its  length,  till  I  found  an  enthu- 
siast  teacher  had  divided  his  reputation.    My 
landlady   perceiving    my  design,  was  kind 
enough  to  offer  me  her  advice  in  this  affair^ 
It  was  true,  she  observed,  that  she  was  no 
judge,  but  she  knew  what  pleased  herself,  and 
if  I  would  rest  upon  her  judgment,  I  should 
set-down  Tom  Collins  as  the  most  ingenious 
man  in  the  world,  for  Tom  was  able  to  take  off 
all  mankind,  and  imitate  besides  a  sow  and 
pigs  to  perfection. 

I  now  perceived,  that  tidiing  my  standard 
of  reputation  among  the  vulgar,  would  swell 
my  catalogue  of  great  names  above  the  siae  of 
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a  Court  Calendar  ;.  I  therefore  discontinued 
this  method  of  pursuit,tand  resolved  to  prose* 
cute  my  inquiry  in  that  usual  residence  of 
fame,  a  bookseller's  shop.  In  consequence  o£ 
this  I  entreated  the  bookseller  to  let  me  know 
who  they  were  who  now  made  the  greatest 
figure  either  in  morals,  wit,  or  learning.^ 
Without  giving  me  a  direct  answer,  he  pulled 
a  pamphlet  from  the  shelf.  The  Young- At- 
torney's Guide ;  *  There,  sir,'  cries  he,  *  th^e 
is  a  touch  for  you,  fifteen  hundred  of  the^e 
moved  ofi*  in  a  day;.  I  take  the  author  of  this* 
pamphlet  either  for  title,  preface,  plan,  body, 
or  index,  to  be  the  completest  hand  in  Eng- 
land.' I  found  it  was  vain  to  proseeute  my 
mquiry,  where  my  informer  appeared  so  in- 
competent a  judg»  of  merit,  so  paying  for  the 
Young  Attorney's  Guide,  which  good  man- 
ners obliged  me  to  buy,  I  walked  off. 

My  pursuit  after  famous  men  now  brought 
me  into  a  print-shop.  Here,  thought  I,  the 
painter  only  reflects  the  public  voice.  A$ 
every  man  who  deserved  it  had  formerly  his 
statue  placed  up  in  the  Roman  forum,  so  here 
probably  the  pictures  of  none  but  such  as  merit 
a  place  in  our  affections  are  held  up  for  public 
sale.  But  gue^s  my  surprise-when  I  came  to 
examine  this  depository  of  noted  faces  ;  all 
distinctions  were  levelled  here,  as  in  the  grave^ 

and  I  could  not  but  regard  it  as  the  cataconnh 

Y  2 
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•f  ir^l  iMrit*  The  brfckduit-nlM  took  up  a9 
mtteh  room  as  the  Iruticbeoned  hero,  and  the 
judge  was  elbowed  by  the  thief-taker;  quacks^ 
pimps,  and  buffoons  increased  the  group,  and 
noted  stallions  only  made  room  for  more  noted 
Irhores.  I  had  read  the  works  of  some  of  the 
modems  previously  to  my  coming  to  England 
with  delight  and  approbation,  but  I  found  their 
faces  had  no  place  here,  the  walls  were  coyered 
with  the  names  of  authors  I  had  never  known^ 
or  had  endeavoured  to  forget ;  with  the  little 
self-advertising  things  of  a  day  who  had  forced 
themselves  into  fesluon,  but  not  into  fame ;  I 
could  read  at  the  bottom  of  some  pictures  the 
names  of  *♦,  and  ***,  and  *♦*♦,  all  equally 
candidates  for  the  vulgar  shout,  and  foremovi 
to  propagate  their  unblushingfaoes  upon  brass; 
My  uneasiness,  therefore,  at  not  finding  mf 
few  favourite  names  among  the  number  vras 
now  changed  into  congpratnlation  ;  I  could  not 
avoid  reflecting  on  the  fine  observation  d 
Tacitus  on  a  rimilar  occasion.  ^  In  this  caval- 
cade of  flattery,'  cries  the  historian, '  neither 
the  pictures  of  Brutus,  Cassius,  nor  Cato, 
were  to  be  seen,  eo  clariores  quia  imagmtB 
eorum  non  deferebantur^  their  absence  being 
the  strongest  proof  of  their  merit..' 

*  It  is  in  vain,'  cried  I,  *  to  seek  for  true 
greatness  among  these  monuments  of  the  un« 
buried  dead  ;  let  me  go  among  the  tombs  ef 


those  who  are  confeasedly  fianousi  imd  9ee  if 
any  haye  beien  lately  deposited  there  who  de^ 
serTe  the  attention  of  posterity,  and  whose 
names  may  be  transmitted  to  my  distant  friend 
as  an  honour  to  the  present  age..  Determined 
in  my  parsuit,  I  paid  a  second  visit  to  West* 
.minster  Abbey.  There  I  found  several  new 
monuments  erected  to  the  memory  of  seyeraji 
great  men ;  the  names  of  th^  great  men  I 
absolutely  forget,  I  wellremember  that  Rpur 
billac  was  the  statuary  who  carved  tbem«  I 
^ould  not  help  smiling  at  two  modern  epitaphs^ 
in  particular ;  one  of  which  praised  thei  de-» 
ceased  for  being  orius  ex  antiqua  stitpe;  the 
other  commended  the  dead,  because. Aa4^ 
i^demsuusumptiinis  remdyikavit :  the  gre^tr 
est  merit  of  one  consisted  in  bis  being  d^^ 
scended  from  an  illustrious  house;  the  chie/ 
distinction  of  the  olher,  thathe  hadpropped 
up  an  old  house  that  was  falling*  ^Alas.! 
alas  !^  cried  I,  ^  such  monuments  aa  these  coar 
fer  honour,  not  upon  the  great  nien,.bttt  upoii 
iittle  RoubiUac. 

>  Hitherto  disapi^ointed  in  my  iHquify  after 
4he  gjreat  of  the  present  age,  I  waa  resolved 
to.  mix  in  cojnpany,  and  try  what  I  could  learn 
among  critics  in  coffee  houses  ^  and  .here  it 
was  that  I  heard  my  favourite  names,  talked 
of  even  with  inverted  fame*  A  gentleman  of 
lexaUedr  merit  aa  a  writer  waa^  branded  ijk 
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general  terms  as  a  bad  man;  anoihm*  of  ex- 
^isite  ddUM)acy  as  a  poet,  was  reproached  for 
wanting  good  nature ;  a  third  was  accused  of 
free-thinking;  and  a  foorih  of  having  once 
been  a  player.  ^  Strange  ?^  cried  I,  how  un«- 
just  are  mankind  in  the  distribution  of  fame ! 
the  ignorant,  among  whom  I. sought  at  firsts 
were  willing  to  grant,  hut  incapable  of  distin-^ 
gttishing  the  virtues  of  those  who  deserved 
it ;  among  those  I  now  converse  with  they 
know  the  proper  objects  of  admiration,  but 
mix  envy  with  applause.* 
-  Disappointed  so  often,  I  was  now  resolved 
to  examine  those  characters  in  person  of  whom 
the  world  talked  so  freely  ;  by  cpn versing 
with  men  of  real  merit,  I  began  to  find  out 
those  characters  which  really  deserved,  thoi^ph 
they  strove  to  avoid,  applause.  I  found  the 
vulgar  admiratilm  entirely  misplaced,  and 
malevolence  without  its  sting*  The  truly 
great,  possessed  of  numerous  small  £BLults  and 
Shining  virtues,  preserve  a  sublime  in  .mdrals 
as  in  writing.  They  who  have  attained  all 
'Excellence  in  either  commit  numberless  trans- 
gressions, observable  to  the  meanest  under^ 
standing*  The  ignorant  critic  and  dnll  re- 
marker  can  readily  spy  blemishes  in  eloquence 
or  morals,  whose  sentiments  are  notsufficiently 
elevated  to  observe  a  beauty ;  but  such  are 
judges  neither  of  books  nor  oi  life ;  they  can 
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diminish  no  solid  reputation  by  tbeir  eensure^ 
por  bestow  a  lasting  character  by  their  ap-^ 
plause  :  in  short,  I  found  by  my  search,  that 
such  only  con£»  real  fame  upon  others  wha 
have  merit  themselves  to  deserve  it.    Adieus 


LETTER  CIX. 

TO   THE   SAME. 


Some  projects  for  introducinfi:  Asiatic  employments  into  the  courts 

of  Eng^land. 


Ther£  are  numberless  iemployments  in  thd 
courts  of  the  Eastern  monarcbs  utterly/  un- 
practised and  unknown  in  Europe.  They 
have  no  such  officers,  for  instance,  as  the  em- 
peror's ear-tickler,  or  tooth-picker ;  they  have 
never  introduced  at  the  courts  the  mandarin^ 
appointed  to  bear  the  royal  tobacco-box,  of 
the  grave  director  of  the  imperial  exercita- 
'tions  in  the  seraglio.  Yet  I  am  surprised 
that  the  English  have  imitated  us  in  none  of 
these  particulars,  as  they  are  generally  pleased 
widi  every  thing  that  comes  from  China,  aiid 
excessivdy  fond  of  creating  new  and  usel^s 
employments.  They  have  filled  tbeir  houses 
with  oar  furniture,  their  public  gardens  wkh 
our  iire-workS)  and  their  very  ponds  with  our 
•fish ;  our  courtiers,  my  friend,  are  the  fish 
•and  the  furniture  they  should  have  imported  ; 


I 
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our  eouTtiera  would  fill  up  the  necessary  cere*^ 
monies  of  a  court  better  than  those  of  Europe, 
would  be  contented  with  reoemng  large  sa« 
laries  for  doing  little,  whereas  liome  of  this 
country  are  at  present  discontented,  thougb 
they  receiTe  large  salaries  for  doing  nothing. 

I  lately,  therefore,  had  thoughts  of  publish- 
ing a  proposal  here  for  the  admission  of  some 
new  Eastern  offices  and  titles  into  their  court 
register.  As  [  consider  myself  in  the  light 
of  a  cosmopolite,  I  find  as  much  satisfaction 
in  scheming  for  the  countries  in  which  I  hap- 
pen to  reside  as  for  that  in  which  I  was  born . 

The  finest  apartments  in  the  palace  of  Pegu 
are  frequently  infested  with  rats ;  these  the 
rdiigion  of  the  country  strictly  forbids  the  peo-f> 
pie  to  kill.  In  such  circumstances,  therefore, 
they  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  some  great 
wan  of  the  court,  who  is  willing  to  free  the 
royal  apartments  even  at  the  hazard  of  hit 
salvation.  After  a  weak  monarch's  reign  the 
quantity  of  court  vecmin  in  every  corner  of 
the  palace  is  surprising,  but  a  prudent  king^  ] 

and  a  vigUant  officer  soon  drive  them  from 
iheiv  sanctuaries  behind  the  mats  and  the 
tapestry,  and  efi*ectu€my  free  the  court.  Such 
an  officer  in  England  would,  in  my  opinioi^, 
be  serviceable  at  this  juncture ;  for  if,  as  I. am 
told,' the  palace  be  old,  much  vermin  must  un«- 
^ouhtedly  have  taken  refuge  behind  tibe  waiiis- 
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sToot  and  haogiDg.  A  mkiiBler  skould,  tlierie* 
fore,  be  iDvested  with  the  title  and  dignities  of 
eourt  TeriDin-klUer ;  be  should  have  full  powec 
either  to  banish,  take,  poison, or  destroy  theniy 
with  enchantments,  traps,  ferrets,  or  ratsbane* 
He  might  be  permitted  to  brandish  his  besom 
without  remorse,  and  brush  down  eTery  part 
of  the  furniture,  without  sparing  a  single  cob«» 
web,  however  sacred  by  long  prescriptiosv 
I  communicated  this  proposal  some  days  ago 
in  a  company  of  the  first  distinction,  and  en-^ 
joying  the  most  honourable  o£^8  of  the  state« 
Among  the  number  were  the  inspector  of 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  Henriques,  the  director 
of  the  ministry,  Ben  Victor,  the  treasurer^ 
John  Loekman,  the  secretary^  and  the  con-* 
ductor  of  the  Imperial  Magazine.  They  all 
acquiesced  in  the  utility  of  my  proposal,  but 
were  apprehensive  it  might  meet  with  some 
obstructioBs  from  court  upholsterers  and 
chambermaids,  who  would  object  to  it  from 
the  demolitions  of  the  furniture,  and  the  dan<« 
gerous  use  of  ferrets  and  ratsbane. 

My  next  proposal  is  rather  more  general 
than  the  former,  and  might  probably  meet 
'  with  less  opposition.  Though  no  people  iq 
the  world  flatter  each  other  more  than  the 
English,  I  know  none  who  understand  the  art 
less,  and  flatter  with  such  little  refinement. 
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Their  panegyric,  like  a  Tartar  feasi,  is  indeed 
served  up  with  profusion,  but  their  cookery  is 
insupportable.     A  client  here  shall  dress  up 
a  fricasee  for  his  patron  that  shall  offend  an 
ordinary  nose  before  it  enters  the  room.     A 
town  shall  send  up  their  address  to  a  great 
minister,  which  shall  prove  at  once  a  satire 
on  the  minister  and  themselves.  If  the  favourite 
of  the  day  sits,  or  stands,  or  sleeps,  there  are 
poets  to  put  it  into  verse,  and  priests  to  preach 
it  in  the  pulpit.     In  order,  therefore,  to  free 
both  those  who  praise,  and  those  who  are 
praised,  from  a  duty  probably  disagreeable  to 
both,  I  would  constitute  professed  flatterers 
here  as  in  several  courts  of  India.    These  are 
appointed  in  the  courts  of  their  princes,  to 
instruct  the  people  where  to  exclaim  with  ad- 
miration, and  where  to  lay  an  emphasis  of 
praise.     But  an  officer  of  this  kind  is  always 
in  waiting  when  the  emperor  converses  in   a 
familiar  manner  among  his  rajahs  and  other 
nobility.  At  every  sentence,  when  the  monarch 
pauses,  and  smiles  at  what  he  has  been  saying, 
the  karamatman,  as  this  officer  is  called,  is  to 
take  it  for  granted  that  his  majesty  has  said  a 
good  thing.     Upon  which  he  cries  out,  *  Ka- 
ramat !  karamat !  a  miracle !  a  miracle  !'  and 
throws  up  his  hands  and  bis  eyes  in  ecstasy. 
This  is  echoed  by  the  courtiers  around,  whil^ 
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the  emperor  sits  all  this  time  in  sullen  satis- 
faction, enjoying  the  triumph  of  his  joke,  or 
studying  a  new  repartee.  , 

I  would  have  such  an  officer  placed  at  efvery 
great  man's  table  in  England.  By  frequent 
practice  he  might  soon  become  a  perfect  mas* 
ter  of  the  art,  and  in  time  would  turn  out 
pleasing  to  his  patron,  no  way  troublesome 
to  himself,  and  might  prevent  the  nauseous  at- 
tempts of  many  more  ignorant  pretenders 
The  clergy  here,  I  am  convinced,  would  relish 
this  proposal ;  it  would  provide  places  for 
several  of  them  :  and  indeed,  by  some  of  their 
Jate  productions,  many  appear  to  have  qua- 
lified themselves  as  candidates  for  this  office 

,  j^lready. 

But  my  last  proposal  I  take  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Our  neighbour,  the  em- 
press of  Russia,  has,  you  may  remember,  in- 
stituted an  order  of  female  knighthood :  the 
empress  of  Germany  has  also  instituted  ano- 
ther ;  the  Chinese  have  had  such  an  order 
time  immemorial.  I  am  amazed  the  English 
have  never  come  into  such    an  institution. 

• 

When  I  consider  what  kind  of  men  are  made 
knights  here,  it  appears  strange  that  they  have 
never  conferred  this  honour  upon  women. 
They  make  cheesemongers  and  pastrycooks 
knights ;  then  why  not  their  wives  ?  They  have 
called  up  tallow-chandlers  to  maintain  the 
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hardy  profession  of  cbiiralry  and  arms ;  then 
why  not  their  wives  ?  Haberdashers  are  sworn, 
as  I  suppose  all  knights  must  be  sworn^  never 
40fy  m  Hme  ofmeilaifor  baOkj  to  mmniain 
tmd  uphold  the  nohie  estate  of  cMvai/ry^  with 
horoe^h49mi9he  und  other  hmighth/e  hfMU- 
mente*    Habevdasltiers^  I  say,  are  sworn  to 
#U  this  ;  then  why  not  their  wives  ?  Certain 
I  am  th^r  wives  widersland  fighting  and  feats 
of  mellay  and  battle  better  than  they,  and  as 
far  kniff^ly  horse  and  hamishe,  it  is  probable 
both  know  nothing  more  than  the  harness  of 
m  one-horse  chaise.    No,  no,  my  friend,  in« 
stead  of  conferring  any  order  upon  the  bus- 
bands,  I  would  knight  their  wives.   However, 
the  state  should  not  be  troubled  with  a  new 
institution  upon  this  occasion.    Some  antient 
exploded  order  might  be  revived,  wfai<»h  would 
furnish  both  a,  motto  and  a  name,  the  ladies 
might  be  permitted  to  choose  for  themsdives. 
There  are,  for  instance,  the  obsoleto  orders  of 
the  Dragon  in  Germany,  of  the  Rue  in  Scot- 
land^ and  the  Porcupine  in  France,  all  well- 
sounding  names,  and  very  applicable  to  my 
intended  female  institution.    Adieu. 
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0«  t|e  di«iir0»«aiiittlBji^|]«tti;^fiMi«aUi«y^lleiiiotf&^^^ 


.  • « 


l^NMficm  neKM  hi  Ettj^lafrd  afe  faf*  mote  nvi" 
matwm  thsoi  In  Cbii^a.  Bv^rjr  mt^n  ttiib  has 
interest  ^n&nght^  Mte  a^  eotiventi>te  bere  may^ 
setup  fttt>  lfif»idf  and  »en  trtP  a  mew  religion. 
The  ««ll«i^s  ^  Hi^  h^Wtet  palrtefh  at  present 
gWe  ^itreme  ^o(^  bar^ins,  and  ht  their 
^fttiples  lmir«  a  gfeBU  ^ttA  tt  conjtderi^ce  for 
Ti»-y  Ufttte  meney. 

Their  shops  ate  niir^hfr6qitehted>  and  their 
eu»totflers  cftei*y  ddy  ihtreas/ih^^  fot  people 
10*6  naturaHy  fond  of  going  to  paradisre  at  ^s 
small  e)tp#iise  as- pdssdMew 

Yel  yo«i  rtiii#t  not  eoncdv^  this  moderir 

9<K^  asr^^iSMibg  ift  op$nit>ii  frofki  those  of  th^' 

established  religion  :  difference  of  opinion  in* 

^teed  ferhierly  diyided  thi^ir    sectalriies,  and 

soiMtfnii^  4rew  their    armies  to   tbe  field. 

White  goums  and  hlaefe  ttantl^^  flapped  hatsr 

ta^nA  i^oss  p<^^t  hdles^  irere  ^ee  the  obvious 

eani^s  of  q^iarrel  j  n)€^  then  had:s(itne  i^asoii 

for  ftghtln^,  they  klicf#    what  they  fonght 

about ;  but  at  prc^eilit  they  are^  arrived  at  such 

reftiieinetit  im  r^ligiM -making,  that  they  bavd 

aDtsally  formed  a  new  sect  \iAtholit  a  neW 

opiliiMi ;  tlief  qiiii^i^l  l^r  opiaiens  they  botti 
Vol.  II.  z 
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equally  defend;   they  hate  each  other,  and 
that  is  aU  the  difference  between  them. 

But  though  their  principles  are  the  same, 
their  practice  is  somewhat  d^Eerent.     Those 
of  the  established  religion  laugh  when  they 
are  pleased,  and  th^r  groans  are  sel^oin  ex- 
torted hut  by  pain  or  danger.     The  new  sect, 
on  the  contrary,  weep  for  their  amusement, 
and  use  little  music  except  a  chorus  of  sighs 
and  groans,  or  tunes  that  are  ma4e  to  imitate 
groaning.     Laughter  is  th^r  aversion ;  lovers 
court  each  other  from  the  Lamentations  ;  the 
hridegroom  approaches  the. nuptial  couch  in 
sorrowful  solemnity,  and  the  bride  looks  more 
dismal  than  an  undertaker's  shop.    Pahcing 
round  the  room  is  with  them  running  in  a 
direct  line  to  the  devil ;  and  as  for  gaming, 
though  but  in  jest,  they  wov^ld  sooner  play 
with  a.ratUe-3nake's  tail  than  finger  a  dice- 
box. 

By  this  time  you  perceive  that  I  am  de^ 
scribing  a  sect  of  enthusiasts,  and  you  Imve 
already  compared  thein  with  the  Faquirs, 
Bramiiis,  and  Talappins  of  the  East.  Among 
these,  you  know^  are  genmaitions  that  have 
never  been  known  to  smile,  and  voluntary 
affliction  makes  up  all  the  merit  they  can 
boast  of.  Enthusiasxps  in  every  country  pro- 
duce the  same  effects  i  sitick  the  Faquir  with 
pins,  or  confine  the.Q^^mn  to  a  vermine  hos* 
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pitaly  spreftd  the  Talapoki  an  the  grouiid^  or 
load  the  sectaries  brow  with  contritien ;  ^hose 
worshippers  who  discard  the  light  of  reoson 
so^  ever  gloomy ;  their  fears  increase  in  pro- 
portion to  their  ig^orancis,  as  men  are  oon^ 
tinually  under  apprehensions  who  walk  in 
darkness. 

Yet  there  is  still  a  stronger  reason  for  the 
enthusiast's  being  an  eneiny  to^  laug^teK, 
namely,  his  being  himself  so  proper  ah  object 
<^  ridicule.  It  is  remarkable  that,  the  propa*> 
gators  of  false  doctrine^  hai^eei^r  been  averse 
tp  mirth,  and  always  begin  by  recommending 
gravity  when  th^y  intended  to  dissepiinate 
imposture.  !  Fohi,  the  idol  of  China,  is  repre- 
sented as  having  neTer  laughed :  Zoroaster^ 
the  leader  of  the  Bvamins,  iisi  said  to  ha^e 
laughed  but  twice,  upon  his  eimiing  into  the 
world,  and  upon  his  leaving  it ;  and  Maho^ 
met  himself,  though  a  lover  of  pleasure,  was 
a  professed  opposer  of  gaiety.  Upon  a  cer* 
tain  occasion  telling  his  followers,  that  they 
iwoutd  all  appear  naked  at  the  resurrection^ 
his  favourite  wife  represented  »ucb  an  assem- 
bly as  immodest  and  unbeoomiBg.  ^Foolish 
woman  P  cried  the  graive  prophet,  Vthough 
the  whole  aasemUy  be  naked,  on  that  day 
they  shall  have  forgotten  to  lailgb.'  Men  like 
him  opposed  ridicule  because  they  kn^w  it  to 

be  a  most  formidable  antagonist,  and  preiiched 
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up  garaTiiy  to  ooneeal  tbek  own  want  of  im- 
^^rtapoe. 

RiduBule  has  ever  been  tfae  most  power- 
-fill  enemy  of  entbasiaem,  and  properly  the 
only  antagonist  that  can  be  opposed  to  it 
with  snooess.  Persecution  only  serves  to 
propagate  new  religions  ;  they  acquire  fresh 
vigoair  beneath  the  exceuitoner  and  the  axe^ 
and,  like  some  vivaeious  insects,  multiply  by 
dissection.  It  is  also  impossible  to  combat 
-enthusiasm  with  reasmi,  for  though*  it  makes 
a  show  of  resistance,  it  sooniUudes  the  pre9«- 
,suine,  refers  you  to  dtsttnetjons  not  to  be  under- 
'stood,  and  feelings  which,  it  cannot  expkf^. 
-A  man  who  would  endeavour  to  fix  an  entbo- 
j»ast  by  argument  might  as  well  attempt  to 
spread  qhicksUver  with  bis  fingers^  The  only 
way  to  coni|»er  a  visioqary  is  to  despise  him  ^ 
ihe  stake,  tiie  faggot,  and  the  disputing  4oe^ 
tor^  in  some  measure  ennoble  the  opinions 
they  are  brought  to  oppose:  they  are  harm- 
less againstinnovating  pride ;  contempt  alone 
is  truly  dreadful.  Hunters  generally  know 
the.  most  vulnerable  par^  of  the  beasts  they 
pursue  by  the  eave  which  every  animal  takes 
to  defend  the  sid^  which  id  weakest ;  on  what 
side  the  enthusiast  is  most  vulnerable,  may 
be  known  by  the  care  which  he  takes  in  tlie 

beginningto  work  his  disciples  intogravity,and 
guard  t|iem  agantst  the  power  of  ridicule. 
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When  Philip  the  Seeoad  was  king  of  Spain 
there  was  a  contest  in  Salamanca  between  two 
orders  of  friars  for  superiority.  The  legend 
of  one  side  contained  more  eittraordinary  mi- 
racles, but  the  legend  of  the  other  was  reckon- 
ed most  avthentie.  They  reviled  each  other, 
as  it  is  usual  in  disputes  of  divinity  ;  the  peo-» 
pie  were  divided  into  {actions,  and  a  civil 
war  appeared  unavoidable.  In  order  to  pre« 
tent  such  an  imminent  calamity,  the  com- 
batants were  prevailed  upon  to  submit  their 
legends  to  the  fiery  trial,  and  that  which  came 
forth  untouched  by  the  fire  was  to  have  the 
victory,  and  to  be  honoured  with  a  doable 
share  of  reverence.  Whenever  the  people 
flo^  to  see  a  miracle,  it  is  an  hundred  to  one 
but  that  they  see  a  miracle  ;  incredible,  there^^ 
fore,  were  the  numbers  that  were  gathered 
round  upon  this  occasion  ;  the  friars  on  each 
side  approached,  and  confidently  threw  their 
respective  legends  into  the  flames,  when  lo  I 
to  the  utter  disappointment  of  all  the  assem- 
bly, instead  of  a  miracle,  both  legends  were 
consumed.  Nothing  but  thus  turning  both 
parties  kito  contempt  could  have  prevented 
the  effusion  of  blood.  The  people  now  laughed 
at  their  former  folly,  and  wondercid  why  they 
fell  out.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  CXI. 


TO   THE   SAME. 


▲n  eUcCkML  dMcsilied. 


The  £ogli8h  are  at  present  employed  in  oele-> 
lurating  a  feast,  which  beeomes  general  eyery 
seventh  year ;  the  parliament  of  the  nation 
being  then  dissolved,  and  another  appointe4 
to  be  chosen.  This  solemnity  falls  infinitely 
short  of  our  feast  of  the  lanterns  ia  magnifi^ 
cence  and  splendour ;  it  is  also  surpassed  by 
others  of  the  East  in  unanimity  and  pure  de* 
yotion  ;  but  no  festival  in  the  world  can  com- 
pare with  it  for  eating.  Their  eating  indee4 
amazes  me ;  had  I  five  hundred  heads,  an4 
were  each  head  furnished  with  brains,  yet 
would  they  all  be  insufficient  to  compute  the 
number  of  cows,  pigs,  geese^  and  turkies^ 
which  upon  this  occasion  die  for  the  good  of 
their  country  ! 

To  say  the  truth,  eating  seems  to  make  ^ 
grand  ingredient  in  all  English  parties  of  zeal^ 
business,  or  amusement.  When  a  church  is 
to  be  built,  or  an  hospital  endowed,  the  dl-^ 
rectors  assemble,  and  instead  of  con&ulting^ 
upon  it,  they  eat  upon  it,  by  which  raeana  the 
business  goes  forward  with  success.  When 
the  poor  are  to  be  relieved,  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  dole  out  public  charity  assemble' 
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and  eat  upon  it :  nor  has  it  ever  been  knowpi 
that  they  filled  the  bellies  of  the  poor  till  they 
bad  previously  satisfied  their  own.  But  in' 
the  election  of  magistrates  the  people  seem  to 
exceed  all  bounds  ;  the  merit^s  of  a  candidate 
are  often  measured  by  the  number  of  his  treats ; 
his  constituents  assemble,  eat  upon  him,  and 
lend  their  applause  not  to'  his  integrity  ot* 
sense,  but  the  quantities  of  his  beef  and 
brandy. 

And  yet  I  could  forgive  this  people  their 
plentiful  meals  on  this  occasion,  as  it  is  ex* 
tremely  natural  for  every  man  to  eat  a  great 
deal  when  he  gets  it  for  nothing ;  but  what 
amazes  me  is,  that  all  this  good  living  no  way 
contributes  to  improve  their  good  humour. 
On  the  contrary,  they  seem  to  lose  their  tem- 
per as  they  lose  their  appetites ;  every  morsel 
they  swallow,  and  every  glass  they  pour  down> 
serves  to  increase  their  animosity.  Many  an 
honest  man,  before  as  harmless  as  a  tame 
rabbit,  when  loaded  with  a  single  election 
dinner,  has  become  more  dangerous  than  a 
Q^harged  culverin.  Upon  one  of  these  occa- 
sions, I  have  actually  seen  a  bleodyminded 
man-milliner  sally  forth  at  the  head  of  a  mob, 
determined  to  face  a  desperate  pastry-cook, 
who  was  ge9eral  of  the  opposite  party* 

But  you  must  not  suppose  they  are  without 
a  pretext  for  thus  beating  each  other.    On 
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the  contrary,  no  man  here  is  bo  uneiTiUsed  as 
to  beat  his  neighbour  without  prodoeing  merjr 
su^cient  reasons.  One  candidate,  for  in-  • 
stance,  treats  with  gin,  a  spirit  of  their  own 
manufiicture ;  another  always  drinks  brandy 
imported  from  abroad.  Brandy  is  a  whole* 
some  liquor ;  gin  a  liquor  wholly  thetr  own. 
This  then  furnishes  an  obvious  cause  of  quar« 
rd,  whether  it  be  more  reasonable  to  get'dmnk 
with  gin  or  get  drunk  with  brandy  ?  The  mob 
meet  upon  the  debate ;  fight  themselves  sober; 
and  then  draw  off  to  get  drnnk  again,  and 
charge  for  another  encounter.  So  that  the 
English  may  now  properly  be  said  to  be  en* 
gaged  in  war ;  since,  while  they  are  subduing 
their  enemies  abroad,  tliey  are  breaking  each 
other^s  heads  at  home. 

I  lately  made  an  excursion  to  a  neighbour^ 
ing  village,  in  order  to  be  a  spectator  of  the 
ceremonies  practised  upon  this  occasion.  I 
left  town  in  company  with  three  fiddlers^  nine  . 

doeen  of  hams,  and  a  corporation  poet,  which  I 

were  designed  as  reinforcements  to  the  gin* 
drinking  party.  We  entered  the  town  with 
a  very  good  face ;  the  fiddlers,  no  way  in- 
timidated by  the  enemy,  kept  handlir>g  their 
arms  up  the  pri  ncipal  street.  By  this  prudent 
manoeuvre  they  took  peaceable  possession  of 
their  head-quarters,  amidst  the  shouts  of  mul- 
titndes,,  who  seeo^d  perfectly    rejoiced   atl 


-hearing  their  mitsic,  hot  ahoTe  all  at  seeing 
their  bacon. 

I  must  own  I  could  not  avoid  being  pleased 
to  see  all  ranks  of  people  on  this  occasion 
levelled  into  .an  equality,  and  the  poor,  in  some 
measure,  enjoy  the  primitive  privileges  of  na- 
ture. If  there  was  any  distinction  shown,  the 
lowest  of  the  people  seemed  to  receive  it  from 
the  rich.  I  could  perceive  a  cofeUer  with  a 
levee  at  bis  door^  and  an  haberdasher  giving 
au<!Uenoe  from  behind  his  counter.  But  my 
-reflections  were  soon  interrupted  by  a  mob^ 
who  demandied  whether  I  was  for  the  distil^ 
iery  or  the  brewery?  As  these  were  term^ 
with  which  I  was  totally  unacquainted,  I 
ehoose  at  first  to  be  silent ;  however,  I  know 
not  what  might  haye  been  the  consequ^u^e  <^ 
my  reserve,  bad  not  tte  attention  of  the  mah 
been  called  offto  a  skirmish  between  a  brandy- 
dLrinker^s  cow  and  a  gin-drinker's  mastiiP, 
which  turned  out,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  mob,  in  favour  of  the  mastiff. 

The  speetaele,  which  afforded  high  enter- 
tainment)  w^s  at  last  ended  by  the  appearance 
of  one  of  the  candidates,  who  came  to  harangue 
the  mob;  he  made  a  very  pathetie  speech 
upon  the  late  excessive  importation  of  foreign 
drams,  and  the  downfall  of  the  distillery  :  I 
could  see  some  of  the  audience  shed  tears. 
He  was  accompanied  in  his  procession  by 
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Mrs*  Deputy  and  Mm.  Mayoress.  Mrs.  De- 
puty was  not  in  the  least  in  liquor  ;  and  as 
for  Mrs.  Mayoress,  one  of  the  spectators  as- 
sured me  in  the  ear,  that  ^  she  was  $,  very  fi«e 
woman  before  she  had  the  small-pox.* 

Mixing  with  the  crowd,  I  was  now  con- 
ducted to  the  hall  'where  the  magistrates  are 
chosen ;  but  what  tongue  can  describe  the 
scene  of  confusion  !  the  whole  crowd  seemed 
equally  inspired  with  aogjer,  jealousy,  politics, 
patriotism^  and  punch ;  I  remarked  one  figure 
that  was  carried  up  by  two  men  upon  this  oc- 
casion. I  at  first  began  to  pity  his  infirmities 
as  natural ;  but  soon  found  the  fellow  so 
drunk  that  he  could  not  stand :  another  made 
his  appearance  to  give  his  vote  ;  but  though 
he  could  stand,  he  actually  lOstthe  use  of  Ms 
tongue,  and  remained  silent ;  a  third,  who^ 
though  excessively  driiiik,  could  both  stand 
and  speak,  being  asked  the  candidate's  naixie 
for  whom  he  voted,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
make  no  answer  but  tobacco  and  brandy.  In 
short,  an  election -hall  seems  to  be  a  theatre 
where  every  passion  is  seen  without  disguise ; 
a  school  where  fools  may  readily  become 
worse,  and  where,  philosophers  may  gather 
wisdom.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  OXII. 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


A  litrerary  contest  of  great  importance ;  in  which  both  aldei  fight 

by  epigrain. 


The  disputes  among  the  learned  here  are  now 
carried  on  in  a  much  more  compendious  man« 
ner  than  formerly.  There  was  a  time  when 
folio  was  brought  to  oppose  folio,  and  a  cham- 
pion was  often  listed  for  life  under  the  banners 
of  a  single  sorites.  At  present  the  controTersy 
is  decided  in  a  summary  way ;  an  epigram  or 
an  acrostic  finishes  the  debate,  and  the  com- 
batant, like  the  incursive  Tartar,  advances 
and  retires  with  a  single  Jblow. 

An  important  literary  debate  at  present  en- 
grosses the  attention  of  the  town.  It  is  car- 
ried on  with  sharpness,  and  a  proper  share  of 
this  ejHgrammatical  fury.  An  author,  it  seems, 
has  taken  an  aversion  to  the  faces  of  several 
players,  and  has  written  verses  to  prove  his 
dislike ;  the  players  fall  upon  the  author,  and 
assure  the  town  he  must  be  duH,  and  their 
faces  must  be  good,  because  he  wants  a  din- 
ner ;  a  critic  comes  to  the  poet's  assistance, 
asserting  that  the  verses  were  perfectly  origi- 
nal, and  so  smart,  that  he  could  never  have 
written  diem  without  the  assistance  of  friends ; 
the  friends  «pon  this  arraign  the  critic,  and 
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plainly  prove  tbf  verges  to  be  all  the  author's 
own.  So  at  it  they  are  all  four  together  by 
the  ears,  the  friends  at  the  critic,  the  critic  at 
the  players,  the  players  at  the  author,  and  the 
author  at  the  players  again*  It  is  impossible 
to  determine  how  this  many-sided  contest  will 
end,  or  which  party  to  adben»  to.  The  town, 
without  siding  with  any^  views  the  oonAat  in 
s^spfoose,  like  the  fabled hero  of  aiiti<iuifty,.who 
beheld  the  eairtb-born  brothers  give  and  ret 
ceive  mutwl. wounds,  aad  fall  by  mdiseriiiii- 
nate  destruotitfn. 

This  i&  in. some  measiire  a  state  of  the  pre* 
sent  dispute;,  but  the  c^mbdtials  here  differ 
i^  one  jrtesp^et  from  tb0  ohanipioiis  of  liie  £able. 
Every  new  woMotd  oKily  g^ves  vigour  for  aho-^ 
tb^  blow ;  though  they,  appear  to  strike,  they 
are  in  fatt  mutually  sIreUtng  themselves  into 
consideration,  and  thus  adfertifl&ngeach  othen 
away  iirto  fame.  ^  To-day ,'l8aysone,  ^  my  name 
fhall  be  m  tb^  Qax^tte^ tbeile:ittda|r  my  rival's ; 
people  wiU  naturally  inK|uire  about  us^  thus 
we  shall  at  leest  make  a. noise  in  the  streets, 
thottgiL  .we,  have  got  nothti^  to  sell..  I  have 
read  of  a  dispute  of  a>  similar  nature^  whicdi 
was  m^aged  here  about  twenty  years  ago« 
jHildebrand  Jacob,  Jts  I  ibivk  be  ti as  called, 
And  Charles  Johnson  were  poets,  both  ftt  thai 
^iiae  possessed  of  great  refutation,  for  John^ 
IPA  had  ^rittw  eleven  pUys  jie^ed  wiilh:  sreat 
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-silicc^ds,  attd  JaCoby  thougli  lie  had  written 
but  five,  had  five  times  thanked  the  town  for 
iheif  ilnmedted  applause.     They  soon  became 
mutually  enainouried  of  each  other's  talents ; 
they  Vnrote,  they  felt,-  they  challenged  the  town 
ibt  each  Othef.    Johnson  assured  the  public 
that  no  poet  alive  had  the  easy  simplicity  of 
Jacob,  aiid  Jdcob  exhiMted  Johnson  as  a 
mastetpi^i^e  in  th6  pathetic.     Their  miituaT 
praise  was  not  without  eflfect,  the  town  saw 
their  plays,  vrere  in'  raptctresj  read,  and  with- 
out censuting  them  fbrgot  them.    S<o  fbrmi- 
dabie  an  union,  howeveir,  was  sooa  opposed 
by  Tibbald.     Tibbald  assorted  that  the  tra- 
gierdies^  of  otle  ba:^  faults,  and  the  comedies 
of  the' other  substituted  wit  for  vivacity;  the 
coittbitied  chan^piotid  ffew  at  hiiti  like  tigers, 
arraigned  the  ceu^urer's  judg;ment,  and  im- 
peachM'fai^d  sbicerity.     It  Was  a  long  time  a 
dispute  among  the  leariied,  which  was  iii  fact 
the  greatest  man,  Jaebb,  Johnson,  or  Tibbald  ; 
th^  Imd  all  written  for  the  stage  with  great 
success,  thMr  names  were  seen  in  almost  every 
paper,  and  their  works  in  every  cofiee-house. 
However,  in  the  hottest  of  the  dispute,  a 
fourth  combatant  made  his  appearance,  and 
swept  away  tile  thfee  combatants,  tragedy, 
eomedy,  and  all  into  undistinguished  i^uin., 
From  this  time  they  seemed  consigned  into  . 

the  handflF  of  oritioisn^,  sc^n^ely  a  day  passed 
Vol.  II*  A  a 
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in  which  they  were  not  arraigned  as  detested 
writers.  The  critics,  those  enemies  of  Dryden 
and  Pope  were  their  enemies.  So  Jacob  and 
Johnson,  instead  pf  mending  by  criticism^  call- 
ed it  envy,  and  because  Dryden  and  Pope  were 
censured,  they  compared  themselves  to  Dryden 
and  Pope. 

But  to  return,  the  weapon  chiefly  used  iu 
the  present  controversy  is  epigram^  and  cer- 
tainly never  was  a  keener  made  use  of.  They 
have  discovered  surprising  sharpness  on  both 
sides.  The  first  that  came  out  upon  this  oc- 
casion vvas  a  kind  of  new  composition  in  this 
way,  and  might  inore  propedy  be  called  an 
epigrammatic  thesis  than  an  epigram.  It  con- 
sists, first,  of  an  argument  in  prose^  ^e^t  fol- 
lows a  motto  from  Roscommon ;  then  comes 
the  epigram  ^  and,  lastly^  notes  serving  to 
-explain  the  epigram*  But  you  shall  have  it 
with  all  its  decorations. 

AN  EPIQHAM. 

ADDIUBtSEO  TO    THB    Q^iNXIJIMBIt    BKFLBCTBB    OH   IH 
THE   ^  SOBCIAO,'  A  POEM  BT  THB  AUTHOR. 

*Vrorry*d  wUh  debu,  and  paH  att  hopet  q/  hail, 
Hi$  pen  he  prottUuUt  V  ovoid  a  gaoL 

'  ROSCOM. 

*  L«t  not  the  hungry  Bavhis*  ttngrj  etroke 
Awake  resentment,  or  your  rai^e  provoke  ; 
But,  pityinip  bis  distrest,  let  yirtfte*  sbine. 
And  giving  each  your  bounty ,f  let  him  dine  ; 
For.  thus  retained,  as  learned  counsel  can, 
Each  case,  however  bad,  he*U  new-japan; 
And  by  a  quick  transition  plainly  show  "^ 

Twas  no  defect  of  yours,  but  pocket  loto^,  V 

That  caused. bis  jmfritf  J(renfi«i  to  o'erflow.*  J 

♦  Charity. 

t  Settled  at  oae  •bUllQff,^thej^r|cf  ef  the  pomtmf^ 
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^iie  last  tines  are  certainly  exccutied  id  k 
very  masterty  manner.  It  i^  of  that  species 
of  argumentation  called  the  perplexing.  It 
leffSctually  flings  the  antagonUt  into  a  mist  | 
there  is  ho  answering  it :  the  laugh  is  raised 
dgainst  Him,  while  he  is  eudesiyourin^  to  find 
out  the  jest.  At  once  fie  shorwd,  that*  tiie  au- 
thor has  a  kennel,  ahd"  that  this' kennel  is 
putrid^,  and  that  this  ptitrid  kennel  overflows. 
But  Why  does  it  overflow  ?  It  overflows  he* 
cause  the  author  happens  to  have  low  pockets  \ 

Th^re  was  aliso  anotheir  new  attempt  in  this 
wiy ;  aprosaic  epigram,  which  came  out  upon 
this  occasion.  This  is  so  tvA  of  matter,  that  a 
dritic  might  idplitit  into  fifteen  epigrkms,  eacft 
piroperly  fitted  with  its  sting.  You  shall  see  it. 

TO   O.   C.   AMD   B.  L. 

*  Twas  ybu,  01"  I,  or  be,  or  iill  tbgetber,     ■ 
I.  Twas'oB^  baihl  three  of  thesi,  they  know  not  Inrhether.' 
l^hifi  I  believe,  between  ns  great  or  small, 
Yofl,  1,  he,  wrote  it  not^-- Hwas  Churchfli^s  All.*    ' 

Ttere,  theref  is  a  perjilei  1   I  could  have 

wished,  to  make  it  quite  perfect,  the  author, 

as  in  the  Csiie  before,  had  added  notes.  Almost 

every  word  admits  a  scholium,  and  a  loh^  onef 

tooi     I,  YOU,  HE!    Suppose  a  stranger 

should  ask.  And  who  are  you  ?  Here  are  three 

obscure  persons  spoken  of,  that  may  iti  a  short 

time  be  utterly  foi^gotteuw  Their  names  shdtlM 

htL^a  consequently  been  mentioned  in  notes  at 

the  bottom.    Bat  when  the  reader:  comes  to^ 

A  a  2 
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jth^  words  ^eat  aii4  ^nuilf^  the  ms^  19  iQex«» 
tricable.    Here  the  stronger  miiy  diye  for  9 
mystery^  without  ever  reachipg^  the  bottoin* 
Let  him  know  tl)en,  that  sfnall  is  a  word  purely 
introduced  to  make  good  rhyine,  and ^rea#  was 
^  Y^ry  proper  word  ig  keep  ^n^all  compciny. 
Yet  hy  being  thus  a  spectatcnr  of.  others 
dangers^  I  roust  pwi^  I  begin  to  tren^ble^io 
this  literary  contest  for  ipy  own.    I  begin  to 
fear  th^t  my  cbaUeng^  to  Doctor  Rock  wa9 
unadTised^  and  has  procured  me  wor^  antag- 
onists than  I  had  at  fir^t  expected*    {have 
f eceiv^d  private  lettejrs  from  several  of  thp 
literati  here  that  $U  pay  jbquI  with  appr^hen^ 
f ion«    1  n?iay  safely  aver,  that  jf  n^er  gavjsi 
ua%y  crmturff  iff  thU  99od  qityi  offence^  except 
only  my  rival  DQC^or  Jlock^  yet  by  the  letters 
1  every  day  rei3eivey  apd  by  pomp  I  hav^  a^n 
printed^  I  am  arraigned  at  one  time  as  being  a 
diiU  felloi^/at  anqth^r.at  bei^g pert ;,  I  %.vfk 
h^e  petuJlai;!  t|  there  I  am  heavy  \  by  the  h<Mid 
of  my  anjc^^stors,  tb^y  tr^t  me  with  mprein-v 
^uniaoity  than  a  ^yii^g  ^^h-    |f  I  dive^  ^nd 
run  my  pose  to  tbei  l^ottqn^  ther^  a  devpuriing 
shark  is  r^dy  to  swallow  roe  np }  if  I  sl^iai 
the  surfaci^,  a  pacICpf  dolphins  are  at  my  tail 
to  snaF  ^^  9  ^^  whei^  I  tak^  wing»  and  attempt 
to  escape  them  by;  flighty  I  l^^i^ame  a  prpy  tq 
every  rayeiipus  hijfd  tt^t  wianoi^s  the  b^Ptn^ 

<}f  thi(^  de?p>    A4iew-  , 


^« 
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LBTTER  CXIII. 

TO  THE   SAMB;^ 


Afainitit]i»annte«!»a«tk   AtO^^ 


Tb.  fomaUtie»,  delajB,  aBd  di1.appomtmeiitt 

thai  precede  a  treaty  of  marriage  here,  are 

tisnally  as  numerous  a9  those  previous  to  d. 

treaty  of  peace;    The  laws  of  this  country  are 

finely  calculated  to  promdte  all  commerce  bu;t 

the  commercebetween  the  sexes.     Their  en^ 

coiiragements  for  propagating  hemp,  madder, 

and  tobacco,  are  indeed  admirable  J  Marriages 

are  the  only  commodity  that' meet  with  nonei 

Yet  from  the  vernal  softness  of  the  air;  the 

verdure  of  the  fields,  the  transparency  of  the 

streams,  and  the  beauty  of  the  women,  I  know 

few  countries  more  proper  to  invite  to  coUrt-^ 

ship.    Here  Love  might  sport  among  painted 

lawns  and  warbling  groves^  and  revel  upon 

gales,  waf^ngr  at  once  botb  fragrance  and 

harmony.    Yet  it'  seeipft  he  has  forsaken  th»i 

iriand ;  and  when  «  couple  are  now  to-h^ maxi^ 

ried,  mutual  love/  ^  anunien  of  minds,  is  the 

hnt  and  most*  trifling  consideration.    If  theii^ 

goods  and  chattels  can  be- brought  to  unite^ 

their  syropathetie  souls,  are  ever  ready  to  gua--^ 

lantee  the  treaty.  The  gentleman^  mortgaged 

lawn  becomes  enamoured  of  the  lady's  marw 

ijngeable  grove  ^  the  match  is  strudcF  up,»  audi 
'  A.a  3 


I 


4K90  Cmsm  Off  TBBt  WOMDiD. 

|M>tli  parties  arepiMsIyfatlove^^-accordib^  to 
act  of  parliameqt* 

Thus  they  who  hare  fortune  are  possessed 
at  least  of  somethiifi^  that  is  lovely ;  but  I  ac- 
tually pity  tho^e  that  hate  none.  I  am  told 
Abere  was  a  time  when  ladies»  with  no  other 
merit  but  yoath»  virtue^  and  beauty^  ha4  a 
ehanoe  for  husbands,  at  least,  ajpaong  the 
ministers  of  the  church,  or  the  officers  cf  the 
army.  The  blush  and  innooence  of  sixteen 
was  said  to  have  a  powerful  influence  over 
these  two  jHrofessiens.  But,  of  late^  all  the 
Uttle  traffic  of  blushing,  ogKng^  dini]^ng|  and 
smiling,  has  been  forbidden  by  an  uct>  in  that 
case  wisely  made  and  proirided.  A  lady's 
uribole  cargo  of  smiles,  sighs,  and  whispers, 
is  declared  utterly  contrahaiid,  till  she  arrives 
in  the  warm  latitudes  of  twenty ^two>  where 
eommodities  of  this  nature  are  too  often  found 
to  decay.  She  is  then  permitted  to  dinople 
and  smile^  when  the  dimples  and  smiles  begin 
ta  forsake  her;  and  when  perhaps  grown 
Ugly,  is  ehari^tably  entrusted  with  an  unlimited 
use  of  her  charms.  Her  lovers,  however,  by 
this  time  have  forsaken  her;  the  captain  has 
changed  for  anothear  mistress ;  the  priest  hfan-* 
self  leaves  her  in  s<^tude,  to  bewail  her  vir* 
gittity,  and  she  dies  even  without  ben^t  of 
^ergy. 

Tlras  you  find  the  EoropeajDS  discouraging 


lore  ifitli  Ai  nmck  eainestMss  as  tlie  nide&t 
savage  of  Sofala.  The  GeniDS  is  siirely  now 
no  more.  In  eyery  i^gion  I  ^nd  enemies  in 
arms  to  oppress  him,  Ayarice^  in  Europe^ 
jealousy  in  Persia,  ceremony  in  China,  poTerty 
among  the  Tartars,  and  lust  in  Circasfeia,  are 
idt  prepared  to  opposehis  power*  The  Gefnitfs 
is  certainly  banished  from  earth,  though  onoe 
adored  under  such  a  yariety  of  forms.  He  is 
no'yrhere  to  be  found  ;  and  all  that  the  ladies 
of  each  country  can  produce,  are  but  a  fenr 
trifling  relics,  as  instances  of  his  former  re- 
sidence and  fayour. 

'  The  Genius  of  Loye,  says  the  Eastern 
Apologue,  had  long  resided  in  the  happy 
plains  oi  Abra,  where  every  breeae  was  health,, 
and  every  sound  produced  tranquillity.  His 
tetople  at  first  was  crowded ;  but  every  age- 
lessened  the  number  of  his  votaries,  or  coojed 
their  devotion.  Perceiving,  therefore,  liis  al^ 
tars  at  length  quite  deserted^  he.  was  resolved 
to  remove  to  some  mcnre  propitious  region, 
and  he  apprized  the  fair  sex  of  every  country^ 
where  he  could  hope  for .  a  proper  receptioQ^ 
to  insert  their  right  to  his  presence  among 
them.  Ill  return  to  this  prodamation,;em<i> 
bassies  were  sent  from  the  ladies  of  every 
part  of  the  World  to  invite  him,  and  to  display 
the  superiority  of  their  claims. 
'  And  first  the  beauties  of  China. appeared* 


873         crnzsN  or  thb  woiuld. 

No  country  could  compare' with  theAi  for  mcf- 
desty,  eitiier  of  lo^k,  dress,  or  behayiour; 
their  eyes  #ere  bever  lifted  from  the  ground ; 
,  tbdr  robee  of  the  mfost  .brautiful  silk  Md  their 
hands,  bosbln,  aiid  neok^  while  their  faoes  6nly 
were  left  uncotered. '  They  indulg^ed  no  atts 
that  might  express  loose  desire,  and  they 
seemed  to  study  only  the  graces;  of  inanimate 
beauty.    Their  black  teeth  and  plucked  eyor 
brows,  were,  however,  ailed  ged  by  the  Qenius 
against  them ;  but  he  set  thera^  entirely  aside 
when  he  came  to  examine  th^r  little  feet. 

The  beauties  of  Circassia  next  made  their 
nppearance.    They  advanced  hand-^in*hand, 
singilig^ite  most  immodest  airs,  and  leading 
up  a  dance  in  the  most  luxurious  attitude^. 
Their  dress  was  but  half  a  cayertng ;    the 
neck,  the  left  breast,  and  all  the  limhs^,  we*^ 
exposed  to  view,  which  after  some  time  seined 
nther  Jto  satiate  than  inflame  desire.    The 
lily  and  the  rose  contended  in  forming  their 
complexions ;   and  a  soft  sleepin^s  of  eye 
Itddedirresistiblepoigiiance  tb  their  charms  : 
]but  their  beauties  were  ebtrAded,  not  offered 
to  their  admirers  ;  ihey  secured  to,  ^give  rathfer 
than  receive  courtship ;   and  the  Qenius  4t 
Love  dismissed  them  as  unworthy  his  regard^ 
since  they  exchanged  the  duties  of  k>ve,  and 
made  themselves  not  the  pursued,  hut  the  puD» 
suing  sez.  ^ 


The  kibfdqm  of  Kadimiiis  mtt  prpdtlQord 
its  diarming  deputies  •      This  Jbappy  legvm 
seemed  poeuliaiiy  ^iequesto^ed  by  uatui^e  for 
his  abode.     Shady  mountains  feseed  it  o&  one 
rside  from  the  scorching  sun }.  and  seaxborn 
breezes  on  the  other  gave  peculiar  luxuriance 
ti)  the  air.     Their,  complexions  were  of  a 
bright  yellew,  that  appeared  almoi^t  trans- 
parent, while  the  crimson  tulip  seemed  to 
.  blossom  on  their  cheeks.    Their  features  l  and 
-limbs  were   delicate  beyond  the  statuarj?^ 
p^wer  io.expr&ia  ;  and  their  l^eth  whiter  than 
'ihieir  awn<  i'vory.    He^w^s  almost  persuaded 
4a  f eside  j^mong  theip^  whea  unfortunately 
i0Ae  ot  the  ladLes  talked  of  appointing  hie  se*-^ 

la  this  ptoeessibiii  the  naked  tnbahitanta  of 
(Smitheirn  Anoerica  would  not  be  l^ft  behind  r^ 
HJmt  charms  w^re  found  to  surjp^ss  whatetefc 
the  warmest  imagination  could  oonceiTe^  wand 
•seryed  to  sbowy  that  beauty  could  be  perfect^ 
even  with  the  seeining  djisadTantage:  of  a 
brown  eomple:i^ioo<  But  their  sarage  fduca^ 
tii^n  rendcir^d  tbcim  utterly  finqualified  to  p^kp 
the  proper  w§e  of  their  power,  and  tfeey  were 
f  Riepted  as  b^ing  incapable  of  unitiiKg  ment^ 
WJkth  s/^n#M$il  satisia^tiot).  Ip  this  manner  the 
d§putiips  of  QthffP  kinjfdoniq  had  their  suits 
f^^t^  :  thf^j^laisk  Nftutiefs  of  Benin,  and  the 
t^wpy  d£^ught(^s  of  Qorjieo  j;  the  WQiuen  of 
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'Wida^  with  welt*«caiTed  faeet^  iand  tbe  bide- 
ottv  ^rgH)s  of  Cafraria;  the  squab  ladies  of 
Lapkdd,  three  feet  high,  and  the  giant  fair 
ones  of  Patagonia. 

The  beauties  of  Europe  at  last  appeared  : 
grae^  wa^  in  their  stqis,  and  sensibility  sat 
smUingin  every  eye.  It  was  the  universal 
opinioui  vrhile  they  irere  approaching,  that 
they  would  prevail ;  and  the  Genius  «eemed 
to  lend  them  his  most  favourable  attention. 
They  opened  their  pretensions  with  the  ut- 
most modesty;  but  unfortunately^  as  their 
orator  proceeded,  she  happened  to  let  fall  the 
words  haute  m  town,  settlement^  and  pin^ 
money.  These  seemingly  harmless  terms  had 
instantly  a  surprising  effect :  the  G^atus, 
with  ungoV^iiable  rage^  burst  from,  amidst 
the  circle ;  and,  waving  his  youthful  pinions, 
left  this  earth,  and  flew  back  to  those  edi^real 
Mansions  from  which  lie  descended. 

The  whole  assembly  was  struck  with  amaae- 
meat :  they  now  justly  apprehended,  that  fe^ 
inale  power  would  be  no  more>  since  love  had 

forsaken  them.  They  continued  some  time 
thus  in  a  state  of  torpid  despair,  when  it  was 
pi^oposdd  by  One  of  the  number,  that,  since  the 
ireal  Genius  had  left  them,  in  order  to  con^ 
tinue  their  power^  they  should  set  up  an  idol 
in  his  stead ;  and  that  the  ladies  of  every 
country  should  furnish  him  with  what  each 
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liked  best.    This  proposal  was  iiiitaiitly  re* 
lisbsd  and  agreed  to.    An  iddi  vraa  formed  by 
uaitiog  the  oapricioaa  gift^  of  i^  the  assembly, 
though  no  way  resembling  the  departed  Gte* 
mus^    The  ladies  of  Ohina  larniflffaed  the  mon- 
ster with  wings  ;  those  of  Kashidite  supplied 
hin^  with  horns ;  the  daoies  of  Europe  clapped 
2tf  purpi^  in  his  haiid ;  and  the  y irgins  of  C  ongo 
furnished  him  with  a  tail.    Since  that  time, 
all  the  vows  addressed  to  Love  ar^  in  resility 
paid  to  the  idol;  but,  as  in  other  false  re-^ 
ligiops,  the   adoration  seems   most  fervent 
whj^re  the  heart  is  least  sincere.    Adieu* 


LETTER  CXIV. 

TO  THE   SAME. 


Oa  tbe- danger  of  bavins  too  high  an  oi^oa  of  Imnaiiaatiait. 


Mankind  have  ^yer  been  prone  to  expatiate 
on  the  praise  of  human  nature.  The  dignity 
of  man  is  a  subject  ^at  has.  always  been  the 
favourite  theme  of  hun^anity ;  Ihey  bate  da* 
claimed  with  that  ostentation  which  usually 
^companies  such  as  are  sure  of  having:  a  par- 
tial audience:  they  have  obtained  victories 
because  there  were  none  to  ep^^e.  Yet  from, 
aU  I  have  ever  read  or  seen,  men  appear  more 
sipt  to  ecr  by  halving  too  Ipgby  t)im  by  having 
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te^r.diftpictUe  aa  ^pbrion  oftMr  naiiire  ;^  and 
bf  a/lt«Bptin|r  t#  esudt  lte|r  orifi&al  f^hiee 
19.  the  €raatia%  defUm  their  real  value  ja 
seeietj^ 

>  The  mast  j^ovaainatieila  hare  alwfllys  bees 
finthd  le  titofc  nooti  hig^y^  6f  iltfettiscdYe^.        | 
The  Deity  boa  e<rer  iMen  Ihougbl  pecuBarly 
oaaoeraed  ia  their  glory  and  j^eswyatioii ;  to 
have  fcmght  their  ba^dea,  and  iaapired  their 
teachers :  Aeir  wbai^spare  aaid  to  be  IkmiKar 
ifitb  heatea  ;  and  efvery  hen>  baa  a  gMrd  ef  1^ 
aJtigels  as  ^vrdil  ai»  mea  ta  attead  bhii<    When 
the  Pertagtieseilr^l  eaaie  atnoiig  the  tn^tohed^ 
inhabitants  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  these  savage 
nations  readily  allowed  the  strangers  more 
skill  in  navigation  and  war;  yet  still  con« 
sidered  them  at  bpst  but  as  useful  servants, 
brought  to  their  coasts  by  their  guardian  ser- 
peai>  to  sapply  them  wi^  luxuries  they  eeciM 
bave  lived  without.   Though  they  could  grant 
tibe  Portuguese  more  riches,  tiiey  could  nev^ 
cidlow  them  to  ha1f>e  sach  a  king  as  their  Tol- 
tioKMidteleiiK,  whxK  wore  a  bracelet  of  shells 
v<»nid  his  aed^,  a;nd  whfose  legs  were  covered' 
Kritk  ivory.  • 

In  this  manner,^  exaaiipe  a  aavage  in  the 
hiatMM^y  of  his  country  a«d  pyed<scessors ;  yoa 
ever  find  hi^  warfiors  ableto  conquer  atknies, 
«kild  hissag'es  ae^q^iated  With  m^ore  tfalin  {^o6« 
aible  kna wkd^  ^  bnaaan  aatute  il^  i^  htm  aa- 
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unknown  coui^try ;   he  tbmks  it  capable  of 

grea^  things^  because  ^he  is  ignorant  of  its 

boundaries  ;  whatever  can  be  conceived  to  be 

done  he  allows  to  be  possible,  and  whatever 

is  possible   be/ conjectures  must  have  been 

done.     He  never  measures  the  actions  and 

powers, of  others  by  what  himself  is  able  to 

perform^  nor  makes  a  proper  estimate  of  the 

groatuess  of  his  fellows  by  bringing  it  to  the 

standard  of' his  own  incapacity;     He  is  satis- 

f  fied  to  be  one  of  a  country   where  mighty 

things  have  been ;  and  imagines  the  fancied 

power  of  others  reflects  a  lustre  on  himself. 

JThus,  by  degrees,  be  loses  the  idea  of  his  own 

insignificance  in  a  confused  notion  of  the  ex*- 

traordinary  powers  of  hufnanity,  and  is  wiUing 

to  grant  extraordinary  gifts  to  every  pre<- 

tender,  because  unacquainted  with  their  claims^ 

This  is  the  reason  why  detnigods  and  heroes 

have  ever  been  erected  in  times  or  countries 

of  ignoranoe  and  barbarity ;  they  addressed  a 

pi^ople  who  had  higli  opinions  of  human  na- 

turcvhecause  they  were  ignorant  how  far  it 

qould  extend ;  they  addressed  a  people  who 

were  willing  to  allow  thai  men  should  be  gods, 

because  they  were  yet  imperfectly  acquainted 

with  Grod  and  with  man^    These  impostors 

knew  that  all  men  wero.Baturally  fond  of  see«* 

ing  somethiJig  very  great  made  from  tiie  little 

materials  of  h^m^ity  ;  that  ignorant  nations 
Vol.  II.  B  b 
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are  not;  more  proud  of  buUdiDg  a  tower  to 
qreaoh  heayeo,  or  a  pyramid  to  last  for  ag^es, 
"^an  of  raiting  up  a  demigod  of  tbeir  own 
couatry  and  creation.  The  same  prid«  that 
erects  a  oolessas  or  a  pyramid  installs  a  god 
^r  an  hero  :  hut  though  the  adoring  savage 
^oan  raise  his  colossus  to  thedouds,  he  can 
*«xak  the  hero  no£  one  inch  above  the  standard 
^f  humanity  ;  iaeapable  therefore  of  exalting 
'the  idol,  he  debases  bimsetf,  and  falls  prostrate 
lieforehim. 

When  man  has  thus  acquired  an  erroneous 
idea  of  the  dignity  of  his  species,  he  and  die 
•gods  become  p^ectly  intimate ;  men  are  but 
angels,  angels  are  but  men,  nay  but  servants 
that  stand  in  waiting  to  execute  human  com- 
mands.   The  Persians,  for  instance,  thus  ad- 
dress their  prophet  Haly.^    ^  I  salute  thee, 
glorious  Creator  !  of  whom  the  sun  is  but  the 
shadow.    Masterpiece  of  the  Lord  of  hunaan 
creatures  I  Gieat  Star  of  Justice  and  Reli- 
gion !  The  sea  is  not  rich  and  liberal  but  by 
the  iB^fts  4ii  thy  mimiflcent  hands.    The  angel 
treasurer  of  heaven  reaps  his  harvest  in  the 
fertile  gardens  of  the  purity  ot  thy  nature. 
The  primum  mobito  would  never  dart  the  bali 
'of  the  sun  through  the  trunk  of  heaven,  were 
it  not  to  seme  ibe  morning,  ouft  of  the  extr^oae 
4o¥e  she  has  fi>r  thee.    The  angel  Oabriel>  - 
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raMMnger  of  tnilk,  eyerf  day  kisses   tbe^ 
groii»dseI  of  Uiy  ^ate.    Wehi  thisri  a  plaoe^ 
more  exalted  Aan  the  ttiost  high  throne  of 
God,  1  Would  aflSrm  it  to  be  thy  plftce,  O  mas- 
ter of  the  faithful  \  Ghibriel,  with  all  his  art 
and  knowledge,  is  but  a  mere  scholar  to  thee/" 
Thus,  my  friend,  men  think  proper  to  treat 
angels ;  but  if  ind^d  there  be  sueh  an  order 
of  beings,  with  what  a  degree  of  sathrical  con- 
tempt itoust  they  listen  to  the  songs  of  littlts 
robrtals  thvs  flattering  each  other  !    Thus  to 
see  oreatures^  wiser  indeed  than  the  monkey^ . 
and  moria  aotiye  than  the  oyster,  daimlng  to* 
thesaseltds  the  mastery  of  beaven  !   minims^, 
the  tenants  of  atom,  thus  arrogating  a  part-^ 
nershipin  the  creation  of  universal  heaven! 
Surely  heaven  is  kind  that  launches  no  thun- 
der, at  those  guilty  heads  ;  biit  it  is  kind,  and 
regards  their  follies  with  pity,  nor  will  destroy 
creatures  that  it  levied  into  being. 

But  virhatever  success  this  practice  of  mak- 
ing demigods  might  have  been  attended  with 
in  barbarous  nations,  I  do  not  know  that  any 
man  became  a  god  in  a  country  where  the  in- 
habitants were  refined.  Saeh  countries  ge^ 
neraUy  have  too  close  an  inspection  into  bu-^ 
man  weakness,  to  think  it  invested  with  ce- 
lestial power.  They  sometimes  indeed  admit 
the  gods  of  strasg^s,  or  of  their  aneestors^ 

which  bad  their  existence  in  times  of  ob- 
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ilroiild  eertidaly^be  {rat  ander  tke  draeipline 

of  thetweecer,  fot  ehead^^lotb,  and  iead^otnb^ 

•befove  it  could  be  seen  ill  publieicoBipaay. 

.    '  But  the  dHlbrence  between  ibe  ancients 

and  moderns  is  not  so  great  as  between  tbe 

different  c«nintries  of  jibe  present  world.     A 

Jover  of  Goagora,  for  instance,  sighs  for  thick 

jips  ;  aObinese  lover  is  poetical  in  praise  ef 

thin.    In  Circassia  asttaigbt  nose  is  thonght 

most  cottsisi^M;  with  beauty ;    cross  but  a 

mountain  which  separates  it  from  the  Tartars^ 

and  there  flat  noises,  tawny  skins,  and  eyes 

three  inches  asunder,  are  all  the  fashion.     In 

Persia,  and  some  other  countries,  a  man^  nhem 

h»  marries^  chooses  to  have  his  bride  a  maid ; 

m  the  Philippine  Islands,  if  a  bridegroom 

.kappens  to  perc^ye  on  the  first  night  that  he 

is  put  off  with  a  virgin,  tbe  marriage  is  de«> 

xlared  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and 

the  bride  sent  back  with  disgrace*    In  some 

pacta  of  the  £ast,  a  woman  of  beauty,  propesly 

fed  up  for  sale,  often  amounts  to  one  hundred 

.crowns ;  in  the  kingdom  of  Loango,  ladies  of 

the  very  best  fashion  are  sold  for  a  pig,  queens 

how^evOT  sell  better,  and  sometimes  amount  to 

a  cow.    In  short,  turn  even  to  fin  gland,  do 

not  I  tk»«e  see  the  beautiful  part  of  the  sex 

neglected ;  and  none  now  marrying  or  making 

love  but  old  men  and  old  women  that  hav« 

saved  money?    Do  not  I  see  beauty,  from. 


fifteen  io  twentyi-eiie  renidered  nufi  and  noid 
ta  all:  iatents  and  purposes,  and  tliose  six 
pref&ftQfus  .yBMPs  of  woaiaiihood  put  under  ai 
stetaie  of  virginity  ?  What !  shall  I  call  that 
ranoid  passion  lote  ivhich  passes  betureen  an? 
old  baehdior  o^  fifty-six  and  a  widow  lady  of 
forty ^nine !  Nerer !  never  !  What  adyantage 
is  society  to  reap  from  an  intercourse  whew 
the  big  belly  is  oftenest  on  the  man's  side  ? 
Would  any  persuade  me  thiM;  such  a  passion 
was  natural,  unless  the  human  race  trere  more 
fit  for  loYe  as  they  approached  the  decline, 
and,  like  silic-worms,  became  breeders  j^ust 
before  they  expired  ?* 

*  Whether  love  be  natural  or  no,*  replied 
my  fctend,  gravely,^  it  contributes  to  the  hap- 
piness of  every  society  into  wliich  it  is  intro- 
dueed.    All  our  pleasures  are  short,  and  can 
only  charm  at  intervals  :  love  is  a  method  of 
protracting  our  greatest  pleasure ;  and  surely 
that  gamester  who  plays  the  greatest  stake 
to  the  best  advantage  will,  at  the  end  of  life^ 
rise  victorious.      This  was  the  opinion  of 
Yan.ini,wha  affirmed  that  evert^  honr  waslo^ 
which  wa^  not  spent  in  lave.    His  Accusers 
were  unable  to  comprehend  his  meaning,  and 
the  poor  advocate  for  love  was  burned  in 
flames,  alas!    no  way ,  metaphorical.      But 
whatever  advantages  the  individual  may  reap 
from  thia  passion^  society  will  certainly  be 
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Mfttted  mnd  impror^  hy  its  ratrodaction :  aQ 
laws  oskuUited  to  difleounige  it  tend  to  iom 
brute  the  species  and  weaken  thestste.  TboHgh 
iteanaot  plant  morals  in  the  hiiman  breaat.  It 
aulthrates  them  when  there :  pity^  fenetosity^ 
and  hohour,  receive  a  brighter  polish  from  its 
assistende ;  and  a  single  amoar  is  saficiest 
entitdy  to  brush  off  the  «lown, 

'  But  it  is  an  exotic  of  the  most  delicatO 
e<Mlstitntion :  it  tequires  the  greatest  art  to 
introduce  it  into  a  state,  and  the  smalleat  dta^ 
couragement  is  sufiieient  to  repress  it  again. 
LieC  us  only  consider  with  what  ease  it  was 
formerly  extinguished  in  Rome,  aild  with 
what  difficulty  it  was  latdy  rerired  in  Europe : 
it  seemed  to  sleep  for  ages,  and  at  last  fought 
its  way  among  'us  through  tilts,  tourOam^atS) 
dragons,  and  all  the  dreams  of  chiyalry.  The 
rest  of  the  world,  China  oiily  excepted^  are 
and  have  ever  been  utter  strangers  to  its  de-*> 
lights  and  advantages.  In  other  countries,  as 
men  fiad  themselves  stronger  than  woiben, 
they  lay  claim  to  a  rigorous  superiority ;  this  is 
Uatural,  and  love  which  gives  up  this  natural 
advantage  must  certainly  be  the  eflhot  of  art« 
An  art  calculated  to  lengthen  oitt  our  happier 
momenfts,  and  add  new  graices  to  society.' 

^  I  entirely  acquiesce  in  your  sentiments^* 
says  the  lady,  ^  with  regard  to  the  advantages- 
of  this  passion^  but  cannot  avoid  giving  it  a^ 
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nobler  orig^in  than  you  have  been  pleased  to 
assign.  I  must  think  that  those  Countries 
vrhere  it  is  rejected  are  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  art  to  stifle  so  natural  aproductiou^ 
and  those  nations  Mrhere  it  is  cultiyated  only 
make  nearer  advances  to  nature.  The  same 
efforts  that  are  used  in  some  places  to  suppress 
pity,  and  other  natural  passions,  may  have 
been  employed  to  extinguish  love.  No  nation, 
howeyer  unpolished,  is  remarkable  for  inno- 
cence that  is  not  famous  for  passion  ;  it  has^ 
flourished  in  the  coldest  as  well  as  the  warmest 
regions.  Even  in  the  sultry  wilds  of  Southern 
America,  the  loter  is  not  satisfied  witii  pos* 
sessiog  his  mistres»*8  person  without  having 
l^eripind. 

In  idi  my  Emmies  beavUes  bleisMy  * 
Amidst  profusion  still  I  pine. 

For  tnough  she  ^ves  me  up  her  breast. 
Its  panting  tenant  is  not  mine.* 

But  the  eflfects  of  love  are  too  violent  to  be 
the  result  of  an  artificial  passion.  Nor  is  it 
in  the  power  of  fashion  to  force  the  constHu* 
tion  into  those  changes  which  we  every  day 
observe.  Several  have  died  of  it.  Few  lovers 
sure  unacquainted  with  the  fate  of  the  two^ 
Italian  lovers,  Da  Corsin  and  Julia  Bellamano, 
who,  after  a  long  separation,  expired  with 
pleasure  in  each  other's  arms.  Such  instances 
are  too  strong  confirmations  of  the  reality  of 

*  Translatioa  of  a  South  Am^oan  ode» 


9M         ccnanx  99  tbm  w0bi«d. 

the  p— •101,  aod  Mrye  to  show,  that  suppress- 
ing  it  b  but  opposing  tke  natiural  dictates  of 
tlie  heert/    Adieu. 


iMMI 


LETTER  CXVI, 

TO  THE  SAME. 
M  city  Blskt-f  tece. 


Thi  elock  just  struok  two,  the  expiring  toper 
rises  and  sinks  in  the  sodiet ;  the  wauhimm 
forgets  the  boor  in  slumber ;  the  laboriOoo 
aiid  the  happy  are  at  rest>  and  nothing  Wafcoi 
but  meditatiMi  gttUt^  retehrjr,  and  despairs 
The  drunkard  once  more  fills  the  de^trOjin^i 
bowl ;  the  robber  wa&s  his  midnight  round ; 
and  the  suicide  lifts  his  guilty  arm  against  his^ 
own  eacred  perso** 

liSt  me  no  longer  waet^  the  night  oter  the 
page  of  antiquity,  or  the  saUtes  of  coatempoi^ 
rary  genius;  but  pursue  the  solitary  walk 
where  Yanity,  eter  changing,  but  a  few  hours 
past  walked  before  me,  where  she  kept  up  the 
pageant,  and  now,  like  a  fro  ward  child,  seems 
hushed  with  her  own  importunities. 

What  a  gloom  bangs  fdl  around !  the  dying 
lamp  feebly  emits  a  yellow  gleam ;  no  sound 
is  beard  but  of  the  chiming  clodk,  or  the  dis«- 
taut  wateh*dog.     All  the  bustle  of  human 
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|>ride  is  forgotten,  an  hour  Ifte^  this  may  well 
display  the  emptiness  of  human  Tanity. 

Th«?e  will  come  a  time  when  this  tempo- 
rary soliti^de  may  be  made  continual,  and  the 
city  itself,  like  its  inhabitants,  f|de  away,  and 
leave  a  desert  in  its  room. 

What  cities  as  great  as  this  have  once  tri- 
umphed in  lexistence,  had  their  victories  as 
^reat,  joy  as  just  and  as  unbounded,  and  with 
short-sighted  presumption  promised  them- 
selves immortality.  Posterity  can  hardly 
trace  the  situation  of  some.  The  sorrowful 
traveller  wmad^s  over  the  awful  ruins  of 
others  ;  and  as  he  beholds  he  learns  wisdom, 
and  feels  tiie  transctence  of  every  sublunary 
possession. 

Here,  he  cries,  stood  their  citadel,  now 
grown  over  with  weeds ;  there  their  senate- 
house,  but  now  the  haunt  of  every  noxious 
reptile  ;  temples  and  theatres  stood  here,  now 
only  an  undistinguished  heap  of  niin.  They 
are  faUen,  for  luxury  and  avarice  first  made 
them  feeble.  The  rewards 'of  the  state  were 
conferred  on  amusing,  aiM  not  "ion  useful, 
members  of  society.  Tfaeirfiches  and  opu- 
lence invited  the  Hlnvaders,  ^ho,  though  at 
first  repulsed,  returned  again,  conquered  by 
perseveranee^  and  tit  last  swept  ihe  defendant» 
'into  undistinguished  destruction. 

»JEIow  few  appear  in  fliose  streets  whieh  Inii 
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lew  iMm  ag»  we  crawdadi :  aadtkose 
who  ipfw  BOW  BO  lamgat  weur  tlKir  djuly 
Bask,  mor  ititf  t  lo  hide  their  lewdaese  or 
their  niaery. 

Boi  who  jre  theee  who  make  the  streets 
their  cooch,  and  find  a  short  rqpose  firom 
wretchedaesa  at  the  doors  of  the  op«lent? 
These  are  strangers,  wanderers,  and  orphans, 
whose  carcnmstanees  are  too  hiunUe  to  expect 
redress,  and  whose  distresses  are  too  great 
eren  for  pity.  Their  wretchedness  exintes 
rather  horror  than  pity.  Som^  are  without 
the  coyering  even  of  rags,  and  others  enia* 
ciated  with  disease ;  the  world  has  disclaimed 
them  ;  society  turns  its  back  upon  their  dis- 
tress, and  has  giren  them  up  to  nakedness  and 
hunger.  These  poor  shivering  females  have 
once  seen  happier  days,  and  been  flattered 
into  beauty.  They  hare  been  prostituted  to 
the  gay  luxurious  villain,  and  are  now  turned 
out  to  meet  the  severity  of  winter.  Perhaps, 
now  lying  at  .the  doors  of  their  betrayers,  they 
sue  to  wretches  whose  hearts  are  insensible, 
or  debauchees  who  may  curse,  but  will  not 
relieve  them. 

Why,  why  was  I  born  a  man,  and  yet  see 
the  sufferings  of  wretches  I  cannot  relieve ! 
Poor  houseless  creatures !  the  world  will  give 
you  reproaches,  but  will  not  give  you  relief. 
The  slightest  misfortanes  of  the  great,  the 


CITBEGN  OtT^B:  IVO&LD/  49# 

# 

Hansi  inmgiB&ry^'un^asinei^  of  tbe  rich,  ate  ag^ 
grayated  with  aU  tbe  power  'of  eloquehce,  and 
held  up  to  engage  our  attentioir  and  s^mpa^ 
thetic  sorrow.  The  poor  weep  unheeded^ 
peraecuted  by  etery  eabordiaate  species  of 
tyranny ;  and  every  law>  wliich  gives  others 
security,  becomes  an  enemy  te  them-. 

Why  was  this  heart  6(  nrine  f^med  with  so 
much  sensibility  !  Or  why  was  not  my  fortune 
adapted  to  its  impuTslI^!  Tenderness,  without 
a  capacity  of  relieving,  only  makes  the  man 
who  feels  it  more  wretched  than  the  object 
which  sues  for  assistance.    Adieu. 


■kuriu 


LETTER  QXVn. 

Fum  Hoam  to  Lien  CM  AUangiy  the  discon* 
tented  wanderer  J  by  the  way  of  Moscow* 


Oa  the  speanneis  «f  tiie  I>i&tch,  at  the  court  of  Japan. 


I  HAVE  been  Just  sent  upon  an  embassy  to  Ja» 

pan ;  my  Commission  is  to  be  dispatched  in  four 

d^iys,  and  you  can  hardly  conceive  the  pleaaure 

I  shall  find  upon  revisiting  my  native  country^ 

1  shall  leave  with  joy  this  proud,  barbarous^ 

iph^spitable  region,  where  every  object  coa-** 

spires  to  diminish  my  satisfacti^,  and  increase 

my  patriotism. 

B,ut  tbougji  I  fiad  the  io^s^bitants  8ayag9» 
Vol.  II.  •    c  c 


jei  the  Dutch  mardiants  who  ure  pienDitleA 
to  trade  hither  eeem  etill  more  detestaUe. 
They  have  raised  my  dislike  to  Eunope  in  ge« 
peral ;  by  them  I  learn  how  low  atarice  ean 
degrade  human  nature ;  how  many  indignities 
an  EuI^opean  will  suffer  for  gain. 

I  was  present  at  an  audienoe  given  by  the 
emperor  to  the  I>u(ch  envoy,  wh<»  had  sent 
several  presents  to  all  the  courtiers  some  4ayB 
previous  to  his  admission ;  but  he  wm  obliged 
4o  attend  those  designed  for  tb^  emperor  him- 
self. From  the  accounts  I  bad  heard  of  this 
ceremony,  my  curiosity  prompted  me  to  be  a 
spectator  of  the  whole. 

First  went  the  presents,  set  out  on  beauti- 
ful enamelled  tables,  adorned  with  flowers, 
borne  on  men's  shoulders,  and  foHowed  by 
Japanese  music  and  dancers.  Froa^  so  great 
respect  paid  to  the  gifts  themselves,  I  had 
fancied  the  donors  must  have  received  almost 
divine  honours.  But  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  the  presents  hi^d  been  carried  in 
triumph,  the  epvoy  and  his  train  were  brought 
forward.  They  were  covered  from  head  to 
fdot  with  long  blslck  veils,  which  prevented 
their  seeing^  each  led  by  a  conductor,  chosen 
from  the  meanest  of  the  people.  In  this  clis^ 
honourable  manner  having  traversed  the  city 
of  Jedo,  they  at  length  arrived  at  the  palace 
g^f  and  after  waiting  hidl  an  hour^  were 
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ftdmitted  into  tbe  guard^rocmi.  Her«  their 
eyes  wore  UDcovered,  and  in  about  an  hour 
the  gentleman-usher  introduced  thetn  into  the 
hall  of  audience.  J'he  emperor  vras  at  length 
shown,  sitting  in  a  kind  of  alcove  at  the  apper 
end  of  the  ro<MD,  and  the  Dutch  envoy  Vfa« 
conducted  towards  the  throne. 

As  soon  as  he  had  appftoched  within  a  cer- 
tain distance,  the  gentleman-usher  cried  out 
with  a  loud  voice,  Holanda  Capitan ;  upon 
these  words  the  envoy  fell  flat  upon  tbe  ground^ 
and  crept  upon  his  hands  and  feet  towards  the 
throne.  Still  approaching,  he  reared  hiniiself 
upon  his  knees,  and  then  bowed  his  forehead 
to  ^he  ground.  These  ceremonies  being  over^ 
he  was  directed  to  withdraw,  still  groveling 
on  his  belly,  and  going  backward  like  a  lob-*, 
stef. 

Men  must  be  excessively  fond  of  riches^ 

when  they  are  earned  with  such  circumstances 

of  abject  submission^     Do   the  Europeans 

worship  heaven  itself  with  marks  of  more  pro« 

found  respect  ?  Do  they  confer  those  honours 

on  the  supreme  of  Beings  which  they  pay  to  a 

barbarous  king,  who  gives  them  a  permission 

to  purchase  trinkets  and  porcelain  ?  What  a 

glorious  exchange,  to  forfeit  their  national 

honour,  and  even  thdr  title  to  humanity,  for 

a  screen  or  a  snuff-box. 

If  these  ceremonies,  essayed  in  the  first 

cc2. 
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aadiesce,  appMired  mortifying^,  those  ^hich 
are  practised  in  the  second  are  infinitely  more 
so.  In  the  second  andience,  the  emperor  and 
the  ladies  of  court  were  placed  behind  lattices 
in  such  a  manner,  as  to  see  without  being 
seen.  Here  all  tbo  Europeans,  were  directed 
to  pass  in  review,  and  grovel  and  act  the  ser- 
pent as  before :  with  this  spectacle  the  whole 
court  seemed  highly  delighted.  The  straa» 
gers  were  asked  a  thousand  ridiculous  ques^ 
tions ;.  as  th^r  names,  and  their  ages :  they  were 
<Nrdeced  to  write,  to  staAd  upright,  to  sit,  to 
stop,  to  compliment  each  other,  to  be  drunk, 
to  iipeak  the  Japanese  language,  to  talk 
J)utch,  to  sing,  to  eat ;  in  short,  they  were 
ordered  to  do,  ajl  that  could  satisfy  the  curi- 
osity of  women* 

Imagine,  my  dear  Altangi,  a  set  of  grave 
inen  thus  transfoi?iped  into  buffoons,  and  act- 
ing a  part  every  whit  as  honourable  as  that 
of  those  instructed  animals  which  are  shown 
ia  the  streets  of  Pekin  to  the  mob  oti  a  holi- 
day. Yet  the  ceremony  did  not  end  here^  for 
every  great  lord  of  the  court  was  to  be  visited 
in  the  stame  manner;  and  their  ladies,  who 
took  the  whim  from  their  husbands,  were  all 
equally  fopd  of  seeing  the  strangers  perform, 
even  the  children  seeme^d  highly  diverted  with 
the  dancing  Dutchmen. 

Ala$li  cried  I  to  ipydelf,  upon  returning 
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from  such  a.iipeciacU,  is  this  tlie  nation  i^hich 
assume?  such  dignity  at  tl^e  couirt  of  Pekin } 
Is  this  that  people  that  appear  so  proi](4  at 
home,  and  in  every  country  vvbere  they  h^ve 
the  least  authority  ?  How  does  a  love  of  gaia 
transform  the  grayest  of  mankind  into  the 
most  contemptible  and  ridiculous  !  I  had 
rather  continue  poor  all  my  life  than  become 
rich  at  such  a  r^ie.  Perish  those  riches  which 
%re  acquired:  at  the  expense  of  my  honour  ot 
my  humanity.  Let  me  quit,  said  I,  a  country 
where  there  are  none  but  such  as  treat  all 
fathers  like  slaves,  and  more  detestable  stHIiii 
suffering  such  treatment.  I  have  seen^hpjagh 
Qf  this  nation  to  desire  to  see  more  b£  others. 
Jjet  me  leave  a  people  suspicious  to  excess^ 
whose  morals  are  corrupted,  and  equally  de^^ 
based  by  superstition  and  vibe;:  where  the 
sciences  are  left  uneiQtivated;  where  Ike 
great  are  slaves  to  the  prince,  and  tynints  tB^ 
the  people  ;  where  the  women  are  chaste  only 
when  debarred  of  the  power  of  trsanisgressi^n  ;. 
where  the  true  disciples  of  Confudius  Me  nei 
leas  persecuted  than  those  of  Qhristianity:  ti| 
a  word,  a  cottintcy  where  men  are  forbidden  to^ 
think,  and  consequently  labour  und^r  tbesyost 
miserable  slayery,^^  that  4(  moniaL  servitude*. 
AdisuL.-'    ■       ■  '  >    ■ 
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LETTER  CXVIII. 

From  Lden  CM  Attangi^  io  Fum  Hoam^first 
President  of  the  Ceremonial  Academy ,  at 
Pekiny  in  China. 


Oa  tke  dirtresset  of  tke  poor,  exemplified,  io  thc^  life  of  a  priTatf 


sentinel. 


The  misfortunes  of  the  great,  ifiy  friiend,  are 
held  up  to  engage  our  attention,  are  enlarged 
upon  in  tones  of  declamation,  and  the  Tforld 
is  caHed  upon  to  gaze  at  the  noble  ^^fSaBJffK  ; 
they  ha^e  atonee  the  comfort  of  adaljlwbn 
and  pity.  v    ' 

Yet 'where  is  the  magnanimity  of  bearing 
misfortunes  when  the.  whole  w«rid  is  looking 
on  ?  men  in  such  circunmtancescan  act  bravely 
eyen  fitom  motives*  of  iramity.  He  only  viho^ 
in  the  vale  of  obscurity^  can  braye  adversity ^ 
who  without  frieoda  to>  eneourage,  <acquaint-v 
ances  to  pity,  or  even  without  hope  to  alle* 
viate  his  distresses,  can  behave  with  tranquil- 
lity and  indifference,  is  truly  great :  whether 
peasant  or  courtier,  he  deserves  admiratiim^ 
and  should  be  held  up  for  pur  imitation  and 
ivespeet.     ^' 

The  miseries  erf  the  poor  aie,  however^  ea^ 
tirely  disregarded;  though  some  undergo 
more  real  hardships  in  one  day  than  the  great 
ijO,  their  whole  liv«es.  It  ip  indeed  ipcoDpelvjableA 


.  jTii-srs^  <^^y«,  wo^iL. 


\ 


CITIZEN  OP  THE  WORIiP.  ^    293 

(Wbat  difficulties  the  meanest  English  sailor 
or  soldier  endures  without  murmuring  or  re^ 
gret.  Every  day  is  to  him  a  day  of  misery, 
and  yet  he  bears  his  hard  fate  i^ithout  re^ 
pining! 

With  what  indignation  do- 1  hear  the  heroes 
of  tragedy  complain  of  misfortunes  and  hard«- 
ships,  whose- greatest  cahmity  is  founded  in 
arrogance  and  pride  !  Their  severest  dis- 
tresses, are  pleasures,  compared  to  what  many 
of  the-  adventuring  poor  every  day  sustain 
without  murmuring^  These  may  eat,  drink^ 
and  sleep,  have  slaves  to  attend  tbem,  and  are 
sure  of  subsistence  for  life,  while  many  of 
their  fellow-creatures  are  obliged  to  wander, 
without  a  friend  to  comfort  or  to  assist  them, 
find  enmity  in  every  law,  and  are  too  poor  to 
obtain  even  justice. 

I  have  been  led  inta  these  reflections  from 
accidentally  meeting,,  some  days  ago,  a  poor 
fellow  begging,  ai  one  of  the  outlets  of  this 
town,  with  a  wooden  leg.  I  was  curious^'to 
learn  what  bad  reduced  him  to  his  present 
situation ;  and^  after  givinghim  What  I  thought 
proper,  desired  tp  know  the  history  of  his  Me 
and  misfortunes,  and.  the  ndanner  in>  which  he 
was  reduced  to  his  present  distress.  The  dis- 
abled soldier,  for  such  he  was,  with  an  intre- 
pidity truly  British,  leaning  on  his  crutch, 
jifut  himself  into,  an  attitude  to.  comply  with. 
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-my  request,  and  gaye  me  his  history  as  fol- 
lows : 

.  '  As  for  misfortunes,  sir,  I  eannot  pretend 
4o.haTe  gone  through  more  than  others.  Ex- 
cept the  loss  of  my  limb,  and  mj  being!  obliged 
to  beg,  I  donHknow  any  reason,  thank  hea- 
•iren,  that  I  have  to  complain  ;  there  are  some 
ivho  have  lost  both  legs  and  an  eye;  but, 
thank  heaven,  it  is  not  quite  so  bad  iritb  me 

^  My  father  was  a  labourer  in  the  country, 
and  died  when  I  was  five  years  old  ;  so  I  was 
piit  upon  the  parish.  As  he  bcid  been  a  wan- 
dering sort  of  a  man,  the  parishioners  were 
not  able  to  tell  to  what  parish  I  belonged^  or 
where  I  was  born  ;  so  they  sent  me  to  another 
parish,  and  that  parish  sent  me  to  a  third  ;  till 
at  last  it  was  thought  I  belonged  to  no  parish 
at  all.  At  length,  however,  they  fixed  me. 
I  had  some  disposition  to  be  a  scholar^  and 
had  actually  learnt  my  letters ;  but  the  master 
of  the  workhouse  put  me  to  txosiness  as  soon 
ag  1  was  able  to  handle  a  nuaUet. 

^  Here  I  liteA  an  ^aay  kiad'  of 'a  life  for  five 
years.  I  only  wrdught  ten  hoi^ra  in  the. day, 
and  had  my  meat  and  drink  provided;  for  mj 
labour^  It  is  ivwtj,  I  was  not  suffered  to  stir 
far  from  the  house,  for  fear  I  sJioald  run  away  i 
but  wbat  of  iha^  ?  Ihad  thahbevty.  of  die  whole 
(i^me, and: tha^  yard  befoi^e  the  dopr^  and  tha% 
was  eaopghfo^nie^ 


i 
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*  I  was  next  bound  out  to  a  fanner,  "whefe 
T  ¥ras  up  both  early  and  late,  but  I  ate  and 
drank  well,  and  liked  liiy  business  well  enough, 
till  he  died.  Being  then  obliged  to  provide 
for  myself,  was  resolved  to  go  and  seek  my 
fortune.  Thus  I  Jived,  and  went  from  town 
to  town,  working  when  I  could  get  employ^ 
men  t,  and  starving  when  I  could  get  bone,  and 
might  have  lived  so  still ;  but  happening  one 
day  to  go  through  a  field  belonging  to  a  ma^ 
gistrate,  I  spied  a  bare  crossing  the  path  ju^t 
before  me.  I  believe  the  devil  put  it  in  my 
head  to  fling  my  stick  at  it :  well,  what  wil 
.you  have  on  it)  I  killed  the  hare,  and  was 
bringing  it  away  in  triumph,  when  the  justice 
himself  met  nie  :  he  called  me  a  villain,  and 
<H)llaring  me,  desired  I  would  give  an  account 
of  myself.  I  began  immediately  to  give  a  full 
account  of  all  that  I  knew  of  my  breed,  seed, 
and  generation :  but  though  I  gave  a  very 
long  account,  the  justice  said,  I  could  give 
no  account  of  myself ;  so  I  was  indicted,  and 
i'ound  guilty  of  being  poor,^  and  sent  to  New* 
gate,  in  order  to  be  transported  to  the  planta**- 
tions. 

'  People  may  say  this  and  that  of  being  in 
gaol ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  found  Newgate  as 
agreeable  a  place  as  ever  I  was  in  in  all  my 
life.  I  had  my  belly-full  to  eat  and  drink, 
$nd  did  no  work ;  but  alas  I  this  kind  of  Uf ^ 
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wa$  too  good  to  last  for  oyer !  I  was  taken 
out  of  prison,  after  five  months,  put  on  board 
of  a  ship,  and  sent  off  with  two  hundred  more. 
Our  passage  was  but  indifferent,  for  we  were 
all  confined  in  the  hold,  and  died  very  fast, 
for  want  of  swee{  air  and  provisions  ;  but  for 
my  part,  I  did  not  want  meat,  because,  I  bad 
a.  fever  all  the  way :.  Providence  was  kind 
when  provisions  grew  short,  it  took  away  my 
desire  of  eatings  When  we  came  ashore  we 
were  sold  to  the  planters*  I  was  bound  for 
seven  years,  and  as  I  was  no  scholar  (for  I 
kad  forgot  my  letters)  I  was  obliged  to  work 
among  the  negroes,  and  served  out  my  time, 
as  in  duty  bound  to  do« 

^  When  my  time  was  expired,  I  worked  my 
passage  home,  and  glad  I  was  to  see  old  Eng- 
land tigpain,  because  I  loved  my  country.  O 
liberty !  liberty  !  liberty  I  that  is  the  property 
of  every  Englishman,  and  I  will  die  in  its 
defence  ;  I  was  afraid,  however,  that  I  should 
be  indicted  for  a  vagabond  once  more,  so  did 
not  much  care  to  go  ifito  the  country,  but  kept 
about  town,  and  did  little  jobs*  when  I  could 
get  them.  I  was  very  happy  in  this  manner 
for  some  time;  till  one  evening,  coming  hotne 
from  work,  two  men  knocked  me  down,  and 
then  desired  me  to  stand  still.  They  belonged 
to  a.  press-gang;  I  was  carried  before. tbo 
justice,  and  as  I  could  give  no  account  of  my 
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9e%  (that  nms  tile  ilmg  tbftt  always  hobbled 
me)  I  had  my  choice  kft,  ifhetber  to  go  on 
board  a  man  of  war,  or  'list  for  a  soldi^.  I 
chose  to  be  a  soldier ;  and  in  this  post  of  a 
gentleman  I  served  two  campaigns,  was  at  the 
battles  in'  Flanders,  and  received  b^t  6na 
w^nnd  through  die  breast,  which  is  trouble- 
some to  tbia  day. 

<  When  the  peacecam^  on  I  was  discharged ; 
and  as  I  could  not  worii:,  because  my  nr ound 
was  sometimes  painful,  I  listed  for  a  landman 
In  the  East  India  Company's  serYioe.    I  here 
fought  the  French  in  six  pitched  battles  ;  and 
irerily  believe,  that,  if  I  could  read  or  wilte^ 
our  captain  would  haye  given  me  promotion, 
and  made  me  a  corporal.     But  that  was  not 
my  good  fortune,  I  soon  fell  sick,  and,  when 
I  became  good  for  nothing,  got  leaye  to  return 
home  again  with  forty  pounds  in  my  podcet, 
which  I  saved  in  the  service.     This  was  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  so  I  hoped 
to  be  set  on  shore,  and  to  hare  the  pleasure  of 
spending  my  money;   but  the   govemmeni 
wanted  men,  and  I  was  pressed  again  before 
ever  I  could  set  foot  on  shore. 

^  The  boatswain  found  me,  as  he  said,  an 
obfi^inate  fellow  :  he  awore  that  I  understood 
my  business  perfectly  well,  but  that  I  pre- 
tended sickness  merely  to  beidle :  @odknows^ 
I  knew  inothini^  <if  oea4>ui4ines8 ;  lie  beat  «e 
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"irifhdui  comidertDg  ^rhat  he  ^as  about.  But 
^  still  my  forty  pounds  was  some  comfort  to  me 
under  e^ery  beating ;  the  money  was  my  com* 
foti ;  and  the  money  I  might  have  had  to  this 
dayybut  that  oujr  ship  was  taken  by  tbeFrench, 
and  sol  lost' it  all! 

^  OurcrewwascarriedJntoa  Frenehprisoni 
and  many  of  them  died,  because  they  w«re  not 
used  to  liYie  in  a  gaol ;  but  for  my  part  it  was 
nothiug  to  me,  for  J  was  seasoned.  One  night> 
however,  as  I'was  sleeping  on  the  bed  of  boards, " 
with  a  warm  blanket  about  jne,  (for  I  always 
loved  to  lie  weU,)  I  was  awaked  by  the  boat* 
swtUD,  who  had  a  dark  lantern  ia  bis  haad. 
'^  Jack,'Vsays  he  to  me,  ^^  will  you  knock  out 
the  Frendbi  sentry*s  brains  ?" — "  I  doa'tcare," 
say  I,  striving  to.  keep  myself  awake,  "  if  I 
lend  a  hand.'' — ^^  Then  follow  me,"  says  he^ 
^^  and  I  hope  we  shall  do  business."     So  up 
Igot, and  tied  my  blanket,  which  was  all  the 
clothes  1  had,  about  my  middle,  and  went 
with  him  to  fight  the  Frenchmen :  we  had  no 
ar4aas  9  but  one  Englishman  is  able  to  beat  five 
French  at  any  time ;  so  we  went  down  to  the 
door,  where  both  the  sentries  were  posted, 
and  rushing  upon  them,  seized  their  arms  in 
ia  moment,  and  knocked  them  down.    From 
.thence,  nine  pf  us  ran  together  to.  the  quay» 
and,  seising  the  first, boat  w^  met,  got  out  of 
ihe  bsurbour,  and  put  to  sea  i  we  hud  rn^  b^n 


here  three  days  before  we^trefe  laJkeB  up  by 
an  English  priTMeer 9,  vrbo  ilras  glud  of  80 
maay  good  hands ^  cind  ¥ie.eoD$eiited  to  run 
our  chance.  However,  w^  had  -not  $o  much 
hick  as  we  expected.  Jni  three  day^  we  fell 
in  with  a  French  man  of  .wa^,  of  ferty  guns^ 
while  we  had  but  twenty-three  ;  so  to  it  we 
went.  The  fight  lasted  for  three  hours,  and 
I  yerily  believe  we  should  hate  taken  the 
Frenchman,  but  uBfoptunatel^y  we  lost  almost 
all  our  men  just  as  we  were  going  to  get  the 
victory.  I  was  once  more  in?  the  power  of  the 
French,  and  I  believe  it  would  have  gone  hard 
with  me  had  I  been  brought  baiek  Ut  my  old 
gaol  in  Brest :  but  by  good  for  tune  we  wer« 
retakea,  and  carried  to  England  once  more. 

^  I  bad  almo^  forgot  tp  teU  y^i^  that  in  this 
last  el^g^agement  I  was  wounded  in  two  places  ; 
I  lost  four  fingers  of  the  lei't  hand,  and  my  leg 
was  shot  off.  Had  I  the  good,  fortune  to  have 
lost  my  leg  aad  u^e  ef .  my  haaid  on  4)oard  a 
king's  ship)  and  not  a  privateer,  I  should  have 
£een  entitled  to  clothing  and  maintenance 
during  the  rest  ef  my  life,  but  that  was  not 
my  chance ;  one  man  is  born  with  a  silver 
spoon  in  his  mouth,  and  andlher  with  awooden^ 
ladlQ.  However,  blessed  be  God^  I  enjoy 
good  health,  and  have  no  enemy  in  this  world 
thi^  I  know  of,  but  the  Freaeii  and  the  justice 
ofjMAcie.' 
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Thus  saying,  he  limped  off,  leaving  my 
friend  and  me  in  admiration  of  his  intrepidity 
and  content ;  nor  could  we  ayoid  acknow- 
ledging, that  an  habitual  acquaintance  with 
misery  is  the  truest  school  of  fortitude  and 
philosophy.    Adieu. 


LETTER  CXIX. 

FROM   THE   SAME. 


On  ttte  alMwrdlty  of  aome  late  BnplUh  title*. 


Xhe  titles  of  European  princes  are  rather 
more  numerous  than  ours  of  Asia,  but  by  no 
means  so  stfblime.  The  king  of  Visapour,  or 
Pegu,  not  satistred  with  claiming  the  globe, 
and  all  its  appurtenances,  to  him  and  his  heirs, 
asserts  a  property  eyen  in  the  firmament,  and 
extends  his  orders  to  the  milky  way.  The 
monarchs  of  Europe,  with  more  modesty, 
confine  their  titles  to  earth,  but  make  up  by 
number  what  is  wanting  in  their  sublimity. 
Such  is  their  passibn  for  a  long  list  of  these 
splendid  trifles,  that  I  have  known  a  German 
prince  with  more  titl^  than  subjects,  and  a 
Spanish  nobleman  with  -  more  names  than 
shirts. 

Contrary  to  this,  Mhe  English  monarcli»,^ 
says  a  writer  of  th^  last  century,  ^  disdain  to 
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axsoept  of  such  tides,  wbieh  tend  only  to  in- 
crease their  pride  without  improyiug  their 
j^lory. ;  they  are-aboive  dependif^  oo^the  feeble 
helps  of  heraldry  for  respect,  perfectly  satis^ 
fied  with  the  consciousness  of  acknowJedged 
power.'  At  present,  however^  these  maxims 
are  laid  aside ;  the*  English  roonarcths  have  of 
late  assumed  i^ew  titles,  and  hav^e  impressed 
their  coins  with  the  names  and  arms  of  obscure 
dukedoms,,  petty  states,  and  subordinate  em-r 
ployments.  Their  design  in  this,  I  make  no 
doubt,  was  laudably  to  ^dd  new  lustre  to  the 
British  throne;  but  in  reality  paltry  claims 
Qfily  serve  to  diminish  that  respect  they  are 
designed  to  secure. 

,  There  is  in  the  honours  assumed  by  kings, 
^  in  the  decorations  of  architecture,  a  ma- 
jestic simplicity  which  best  conduces  to  in- 
spire our  reverence  and  respect;  numerous 
and  trifling  ornaments  in  either  are  strong 
indications  of  meanness  in  the  designer  or  of 
concealed  deformity  :  should,  for  instance, 
the  emperor  of  China,  among  other  titles,  as* 
sume  that  of  Deputy  Mandarin  of  Maccau,  or 
the  monarch  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
Ireland,  desire  to  be  acknowledged  as  Duke 
of  Brentford,  Lunenburgh,  or  Lincoln,  the 
observer  revolts  at  this  mixture  of  important 
and  paltry  claims,  and  forgers  the  emperor  in 

bis  familiarity  with  the  duke  or  the  deputy. 

D  d  2 
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I  nemember  %  timlar  instance  of  this  in* 
verted  ambition  in  the  •  illnttrions  Kiti^  of 
Manacabo^  upon  his  first  treaty  with  the 
Portngoese.  Among  the  presents  that  were 
made  him  by  the  ambassador  of  that  nation, 
was  a  sword,  with  a  brass  hilt,  on  which  lie 
seemed  to  set  a  peculiar  Talue.  This  he 
thought  too  great  an  acquisition  to  his  glory 
to  be  forgotten  among  the  number  of  his  titles. 
He  therrfore  gave  orders,  that  bis  subjects 
should  style  him  for  the  future, '  Talipot,  the 
immortal  Potentate  of  Manaeabo,  Messenger 
of  Morning,  Enlightner  of  the  Sun,  Possessor 
of  the  whole  Earth,  and  mighty  Monarch  of 
the  brass-handled  Sword.' 

This  inethod  of  mixing  majestic  and  pcdtry. 
titles,  of  quartering  the  arms  of  a  groat  em« 
pire  and  an  obscure  province  upon  the  same 
medal  here,  had  its  rise  in  the  virtaous  par- 
tiality of  their  late  mbnarohs.  Willing  to  tes« 
tify  an  affection  to  their  native  country,  they 
gave  its  name  and  ensigns  a  place  upon  their 
coins,  and  thus  in  some  measure  ennobled  its 
obscurity.  It  was  indeed  but  just,  that  a 
people  which  had  given  England  up  their 
king  should  receive  some  honorary  equivalent 
in  return ;  'but  at  present  these  motives  are 
no  more ;  England  has  now  a  monarch  wholly 
British,  and  has  some  reason  to  hope  for 
JBritish  titles  upon  British  coins. 
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However,  were  the  monef  of  Englatid  de->, 
^ned  to  oireulate  in  UtrvMrnj^  there  would 
be  no  flagrant  impropriety  in  impressing  it 
with  Oermannames  and  arms;  bnt  though 
thie  might  have  been  so'npon  former  occa^ 
sions,  I  am  told  there  is  no  danger  of  it  for 
the  future  ;  as  England,  therefore^  designs  to 
keep  back  its  gold,  I  candidly  think  Lnnen-* 
burgh,  Oldenburgh,  and  the  rest  of  them,  may 
very  wdl  keep  back  their  titles. 

It  is  a  mistaken  prejudiceln  princes  to  think 
that  a  number  of  loud  sounding  names  can 
give  new  claims  to  respect ;  the  truly  great 
have  ever  disdained  them*  When  Timur  the 
Lame  had  conquered  Asia,  an  orator  by  pro- 
fession, came  to  compliment  him  upon  the  oc- 
casion. He  began  his  harangue  by  styling 
him  the  most  omnipotent  and  the  most  glorious 
object  of  the  creation.  The  emperor  seetfied 
displeased  with  his  paltry  adulation,  yet  still 
he  went  en^2  cempUmenting  him  as  the  most 
mighty,  the  most  valiant,  and  theadoat  perfe<^ 
of  beings*  *  Hold- there,*  nty  feiehd^'  cries  th^ 
lame  emperor ;  '  hold  there,  till  1  hav^  got 
anotiieri^/  Infact,  thc&eblerorthedespo<*> 
tic  Alone  find' pleasure  Jn  multiplying  these 
panpeanfs  of  vanity,  bnt  stk'^igth  and  freedom  . 
have  nobler  aims,  and  often  find  the  finest 
advlatioii  in  majestic  simplicity. 

The  y ounf;  monarch  of  tluB.  Gauntry  :  liaa 

nda 
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Ullili^iiQi^g  appB4iig}E9B  M  R^yiUiy ;  cooks  and 
iCulUaiis  bay^  l^p  ^qWJiS^cI^^  qui^  thc4r  Ares ; 
genilev^ii's  gmtiei^m^  ^d  Ib^  whale  trite  of 
necessary  people^  who  4i4  BothHigy  ba^^  hoexi 
4iswssed  from  fiirther  serticeis..  A  youth 
Mho  can  thus  hiring  h^qk  siofpU^iiy  and  fru- 
gality to  a  court,  will  sfopni,  probably,  have 
a  true  prospect  for  bis^:Pwn  gloriyi  and  while 
he  has  dismissed  ell  ns^iles^l  employments, 
ini^y  disdain  :ter  aecept;  of  empty  eri  degrading 
tMles.    Adieu. 


LETTER  CXX: 

^ROM  THE   SAM£. 


The  irresohitiou  of  the  Kti§tfeh  accoantech  for.- 


I  i '  i'  III  li  I  ■  -        , ! '   . '.  )  • .     i ;  .  4  i  ■.  •  I 


WffSNEYBE  I  attemjrt  to^charaeteriae  the.  Bngk 
lish  in  general,  some  unforeseein  difficulties 
constantly  occur  to  disc«Micer4)niy)  dissign.; 
I  hesitate  between  cemiire  and  rprais€^;  when 
I  consider  them  as  :a  reasK^nihg  philosi^plttcal 
people,  th^y  have  my  ap^iise  ;  but  when  >  I 
reverseihe  medal,  and  observe  their  iineon- 
etancyand  irreselutioii,'  I:  Can;SOltroely..per- 
euademyself  'diat  I  am  observing'  the  same 

people.    '  :    ,■    -     '       :•■:    ,:■::. t!]    *.  ..    Mi- •-.•',, 

Yet,  upon  eumination,  ibi^i  Tecy  inten-' 
stancy,  so  r^narkablehere>i  flows  from  no 
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Qibetc  source)  tfato  tUnek  lave  of  reasonifig; 

Tlhe  ttftii  .wbe  exftnui^es  a  oompikated  mikjeci 

oQelKeryside^i  and  calls  ia  Fea€N)tn  to  faisiaii-i 

$iiMiiB€e^  will  freqoenily  ehange;  rwtjil  find' 

litmself  distracted  by  .opposing  prabKbiliftt«s 

and '  conteiiding  pvooA  'y  every  alteratioil  i  \oi 

place  m'Ah  diversify  tbe  presfeot^  ifvUl  give 

smaie  latent  ar^nmeBtmew  fbi9ce,.and  t^mtA'i 

biite  to  maintain  an  anarchy  in  the  siiiidi  -  / .  i  ^ 

Od  tbd  contrary,  they  who  n&ver  examitie 

with  their  own  reason,  aetwith  anbre  aiflu^* 

eity.     Ignorance  is  positive,  instinct  perae^- 

veves,  and  the  btiman  being  moYes  in  safiety 

ivtthin  tlie  narrow  circle,  df  brutal  ttniformity^ 

What:  is  trne  with  regard  to  individuals,  is 

net  Jess  'so  when  applied  to.statesi    ib  reiiseA>>» 

ing  government  like  this  is  in  continual  Aue^ 

tnation^  while  those  kingdoms  where,  neien  «arlBi 

taught  noil  t«  eontroT^ri  but  obey,  eonttnue 

always  the  same^  in  Asia,  foriinstonce^  wiiece 

tbe^JBioaareb's  antherity  is  suppor^jadby.forQi^ 

and  atoknowledged  threugh.fear j  a  changed 

government'is  entirely  .nnknewB^    All;thein^ 

baJkitants  seem  to  wear  the  san^e^menlal  eem^ 

pkadon,.  suid.iremain  contented  witii  h^mditarji 

oppreasitun.    The  sovlnieign' s  ^^leasure  iaitiMi 

ultiihate  rule  of  duty,  every  branch  .of  Ihe 

^dmuMstratioB  is  a:  perfect  tepitome  of  ^  the 

who\e;  and  if^  <Nie  tyrant  is  deposed,*  aitodhen 

starts  up  in  his  room  to  govern  as  his  psedc^ 
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C68tor«  The  Bngfisliy  on  the  contrary^  in-* 
fldead  of  heisg  led  by  power,  endeeTovir  to 
gnide  thenisdlYes  by  reason  ;  instead  of  ap- 
peidiDfi^  to  the  pleasure  of  the  prince,  nippesL} 
to  tbetwiginal  rights  of  mankind.  What  one 
rank  of  men  assert  is  denied  by  others,  tis  the 
seasons  on  oppositesides  happen  to  conpe  home 
viiiJi  greater  or  less  eonTictien.  The  people 
of  Asia  are  directed  by  precedent,  which  nerer 
alters.;  the  English  by  reason,  which  is  ever 
chnni^g.  its  appearance. 

Thf  disadyantages  of  an  Asiatic  govern^- 
meAt  noting  in  this  man  ner  by  prededen t  are 
CTident;  original  errors  arie  time  con  tinned^ 
without  hopes  of  Redress,  and  all*  marks  of 
geninsiare  levelled  down  to  one  standard, 
sinCie  nosiipefiority  of  thinking  can  be  allowed 
its  .eflMfftion  in  mending  obvious  defects.  But 
to  recompense/  those  defects^  >  their  govern- 
ments undergo  no  new  alt^ations,  they  have 
90  new.  evils  to  fear,  nor  no  ferm«ntatione  in 
the  eonstitntion  that  continue :  the  struggle 
for  pblver  is  soon  over,  ftiid^ll  becomes  tran- 
quil as  before;  they  are  habituated  to  subor* 
dination,  and  men  are  taught  to  fdrm  no  other 
desires,  than  those  which  they  are  allowed  to 


ThC' disadvantaged  of  a^gevet ninent  acting 
from  the,  Inmv^diate  influence  of  reason,  like 
tiiat^of  Ehigland,  areootilesslhaii  those  of  itbe 
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fbrnler*  It  is  extremdy  difficult  to  induce  a 
number  of  free  4>eiags  to  co»operate  for  their 
mutual  benefit ;  every  possible  advantage  will 
peeessarily  be  sought,  and  every  attempt  to 
procure  it  must  be  attended  with  a  neW  feru 
mentation ;  various  reas'ons  i^ill  lead  diffisrent 
ways,  and  equity  and  advantage  will  often 
be;  outbalanced  by  a  combination  of  clamoov 
and  prejudice*,  But  though  ^nch  a  peojde 
may  he  thus  in  the  wrong,  they  have  been  in<j» 
fluenced  by  anjiarppy  delusion,  their  etroM 
are  seldom  seen  till  they  Ate  felt ;  each  man  ill 
hjUftself  the  tyra.nt  he  has  obeyed,  and  sucdi  a 
master  he  can  easily  forgive.  The.disadvan«f 
tag^  he  feels  may.  in  reality  be  equal  t0  wkaA 
13  felt  in  the  most  despotic  government  $  but 
man  will  bear  every  calamity  with  patienee^ 
when  he  knows  himself  to  be  the  authbr  of 
{lis  own  misfortunes.    Adieu. 


LETTER  CXXI. 

FROM  TH£  S^ME. 


The  manner  of  trayeUersin  their  usual  relations,  rtdiciiMf 


My  long  residence  here  begins  to  fatigue  me } 
as  every  object  ceases  to  be  new,>it  no  longer 
continues  to  be  pleasing  :  some  minds  are  so 
fond  of  variety  that  pl^a^ur^  itself,  if  pei^mat 
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sent,  would  be  insupportable,  and  we  are  thus 
oblif^  to  aolieit  new  happiness  even  by 
courting  distress  :  I  only  therefore  wait  the 
arrival  of  my  son  to  yary  this  triflings  scene, 
and  borrow  new  pleasure  from  dangler  and 
&tigue.  A  life,  I  own,  thus  spent  in  wan-- 
deriog  from  place  to  place,  is  at  best  but  empty 
dissipation.  But  to  pursue  trifles  is  the  lot 
<tf  humanity ;  and  whether  we  bustle  in  a 
pantomime,  or  strut  at  a  coronation  ;  whether 
we  shout  at  a  bonfire,  or  harangue  in  a  senate 
liouse ;  whatever  object  we  follow,  it  will  at 
hat  surely  conduct  us  to  futility  and  disap* 
pointment.  The  wise  bustle  and  laugh  as  they 
walk  in  the  pageant,  but  fools  bustle  and  are 
fanportant;  and^this  probably  is  all  the  dif- 
ference between  them. 

This  may  be  an  apology  for  the  levity  of 
my  former  correspondence  ;  I  talked  of  trifle»j 
and  I  knew  that  they  were  trifles ;  to  make 
tlie  things  of  this  life  ridiculous,  it  was  only 
sufficient  to  call  them  by  their  names. 

In  other  respects,  I  have  omitted  several 
striking  circumstances  in  the  description  of 
this  country,  as  supposing  them  either  already 
known  to  you,  or  as  not  being  thoroughly 
known  to  myself:  but  there  is  one  omission 
for  which  I  expect  no  forgiveness,  namely,  by 
being  totally  silent  upon  their  buildings,  roads, 
rivers,  and  mountains.    This  is  a  branch  of 
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science  on  which  all  other  trayell^rs  are  so 
very  prolix,  that  my  d^ciency  will  appear  the 
more  glaring.  With  what  pleasure,  for  in- 
stance, do  some  read  of  a  traveller  in  Egypt^ 
measuring  a  fallen  column  with  his  cane,  and 
finding  it  exactly  fiye  feet  nine  inches  long ; 
of  his  creeping  through  the  mouth  of  a  cata» 
comb,  and  coming  out  by  a  different  hole  from 
that  he  entered  ;  of  his  stealing  the  finger  of 
an  antique  statue,  in  spite  of  the  janizary  that 
watched  him  ;  or  his  adding  a  new  conjecture 
to  the  hundred  and  fourteen  conjectures  aU 
ready  published,  upon  the  names  of  Osiria  and 

Methinks  I  hear  some  of  my  friends  in  China 
demanding  a  similar  account  of  London  and 
the  adjacent  villages  ;  and  if  I  remain  here 
much  longer,  it  is  probable  I  may  gratify 
their  curiosity*  1  intend,  when  run  dry  on 
other  topics,  to  talie  a  serious  survey  of  the 
city-wall ;  to  describe  that  beautiful  4>ttilding 
tlie  mansion-house ;  I  will  enumerate  the  mag- 
nificent squares,  in  which  the  nobility  chiefly 
reside,  and  the  royal  palaces  appointed  for 
the  reception  of  the  English  monarch ;  nor 
wiU  I  forget  the  beauties  of  Shoe-lane,  in 
which  I  myself  have  resided  since  my  arrival. 
You  shall  find  me  no  way  inferior  to  many  -of 
ray  brother  traveUers  in  the  arts  of  descvip* 
Ckm.    Atftresent,  hewever^a^  a  specimen  of ' 
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Ibift  wa]F  ^  wfitof ,  I  seod  y&k  a  few  hasty 
idQo^kfl,  eaU«eted  ia  a  late  journey  I  made 
isi  Keotiab  Town,  and  this  in  the  manner  of 
pko^rn  ▼oyagers. 

^Ha^iag  heard  miuQh  of  Keatisb  Town,  I 
f  ODOci¥ed!a  atFOOg  desire  to  see  diet  celebrated 
place.  I  could  haye  wished  indeed  to  satisfy 
in;  cariosity  without  going  thither ;  but  that 
was*  impractieable,  and  therefore  I  was  re« 
solved  to  go.  TraToUers  have  two  methods 
•i  going  to  Kentish  Town  ;  they  take  coach 
whieh  costs  ntae-pence^  or  they  may  go  a  foot 
which  costs  nothing ;  in  my  opinion  a  coach 
is  by  far  the  most  eligible  convenience,  but  I 
was  r#solvied  to  go  on  foot,  having  considered 


myself,  that  going  in  that  manner  would 
be  the  cheapest  way . 

'  As  you. set.  out  from  Dog^-house  bar,  you 
enter  upeii  a  fine  level  road  railed  in  on  both 
Mdes,  commanding  on  the  right  a  fine  prospect 
of  gr0vc»|  and  fields,  enalndled  with  flowers, 
which  would  wonderfully  charm  the  sense  of 
smelling,  were  it  not  for  a  dunghill  on  the 
left,  which  mixes  its  effluvia  with  their  odcnirs  ; 
this  diiAghill  is  of  tiiueh  gneiater  antiquity  than 
the  road  ;  and  I  must  not  omit  a;  piece  of  in- 
justice I  was  going  to  commit  upon  this  oc- 
casion. My  indignation  wns  levelled  against 
the  makeraof  the  dun^ll  for  having  brought 
it  so  near  the'  road :  •  whetaas  it  should  have 
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fttlleo  upon  the  makers  of  the  road' for  hating' 
brought  that  so  near  the  dunghiflL 

*  After  prooeediog  in  this  manner  for  some 
time,  a  building,  resembling  som^ewhat  a  tri*> 
umphal  arch,  salutes  the  traveller's  view.  •  This 
structure  however  is.  peculiar  to  this  country, 
and  vulgarly  called  a  turai^nke  gate^':  i  eoqld 
perceive  a  long  inscription  in  large  charaotersf 
on  the  fr^int,  probably  upon  the  occasion  of 
some  triumph,  but  bcfing  in  haste  I  left  it  to^ 
be  made  out  by  some  subsequent  adventurer 
who  may  happen  to  travel  this  way  ;  so  con^ 
tinuingmy  course  to  the  west,  I  soonf  arrived 
at  an  unwalled  town  called  Iidingtoh. 

^Islington  is  a  pretty  neat  town,  mostly 
Uttilt  of  brick,  with  a  church  and  bells  :  it  has 
a  small  lake,  or  rather  pond  in: the  midst; 
though  at  pn^ent  very  much  neglected.  I 
«0l  toll  it  is  dry;  in  summer  ;  if  this  be  the^ 
case,  it  can.be  no.  Very  proper  receptacle  for 
fish,  of  which  the  inhabitants  themselves  seemr 
sensible,  by  bringing  all  that  is  eaten  there 
firom  Lcoidon. 

^  After  having  surveyed  the  cn^iositiies  of 

this  fair  and  beautiful  town,  I  proceeded  foir- 

wurdy  leaving  a  ftfar  stpne^builiKttg:  •called  Che 

White  Conduit  House  on  my  right :  here  the 

inbabitaats  of  Londolft  often  assemble  tocele- 

brale  a  feast  ef  cb4t  rolls  and  bnttcar ;  se^|^ 

audi  njumbetsy  leadif  with  ihlsif!  little  tabM 
Vol.  II.  £  e 
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bcfiiMre  thesiy  eaqJoyed  mks  tbn  oiitasMp^  Hiast 
no  doubt  be  a  Ter  j  ajnusingiaighi  tothelookec--^ 
<mf  but  still  Hiore  s#  io«  those  who  pecform  in 
4lie  soleottitty^ 

^  From  heiiee  I  ported  with  reiactaBce  to 
^ancroffy  OS  it  19  wnltoo^  owPmmerulffey  so  it 
is  ptoaottsoed;  biit  wback  sbotdd  be  botb 
proaouAoed  andwidtteo  Pamfirnice:  this^emeii- 
datioa  I  will  ventars  meo  arbitprid :  n^  ia  tbe 
^eek  loiiguage  signifies  sUy  which  added  to 
itlM  Eaf^lirii  word  grace j  maketh  allgraeej  or 
Pamgrace :  aadndeed  this  as  a  Tory  proper 
appdlatiaa  to  a  place  of  so  much  sanctity  as 
Fangrace  is  universally  esteemsd.  However 
this  b^  if  you  oxsept  the  parish  choroh^and 
its  fine  bells,  Aere  is.  little  in  .PaagracO' worth 
4be  atiention  of  thecurioQscbeerTer. 
(  '  From  Pangrace  to  Kentish'  Taw»  is  an 
^eai^jr  journey  of  one  mile  and  ^  quarter  :  tbe 
4f)sad  lies  through  a  fine  champsfga  country, 
well  watered  with  beaatiAil  drains,  and  ena- 
aneUed  with  flowers  of  all  kindsi  which  might 
contribute  to  charm  every  sense,  were  at  not 
that  tiie^  odoriferous  galea  are.  often  more  im- 
{Mregaated  with  dust  ttian  perfome. 

^  As  you  ieaAtt  Keattrii  Tawn^  the  ey^  is  at 
*ail€e  presented  wsth^  the  shopa  of  artifteeiw, 
such  as  i^enders  of  oaarilesi-smalt-eoalf  and 
j^ur^hrooBM;  there  are  also  several  aagnst 
^luldtagajof  Md  kritki  wUh^auiDberless  sij^ 
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JKMFts^  or  raihcr  pUIara,  ia  a  peeufiar  order  €f 
aroktteeture ;  I  aemt  you  a  drawing  of  oeTera^ 
^ide  A.  Bu  C  This  protty  tbwn  pl*obabIy 
borrows  its  name  from  its  vicinity  to  the* 
x}oOiity  of  ILeet ;  and  ifideeditis  not  unna^ 
Itucal  that  it  ebould^  as  there  are  only  London 
and  the  adjaoent  ^itfaiges  that  lie  between 
then.  Be  this  as  it  will,  perceiving  night 
approach,  I  made  a  hasty  rq>asft  on.  roasted 
mnitoa,  and  a  certain  dried  frnit  called  pota*- 
toeS|  resolving  to  protract  my  retnarks  upon 
my  return  :  and  this  I  wonld  Tory  willingly 
liave  doni^ ;  bint  was  preyented  by  a  eircnm* 
4Ha'noe  which  4n  truth  I  had  for  some  time 
ibreseen,  for  night  coming  on,  ii^was  impos<»^ 
eible  to  take  a  proper  survey  of  the  country, 
as  I  was  oUiged  to  return  home  in  the  dark/ 
Adie«. 


LETTER  CXXII. 

70  fHB  SAVE* 


Thm  con^iition. 


After  a  variety  oMisappointmenfts^  my  wishes 

are  at  length  fully  satisfied.    My  son  so  long 

expected  is  arrived  ;  at  once,  by  his  presence 

banishing  my  anxiety,  and  opening  a  new 

foene  of  unexpected  pleasure.    His  improve-* 
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taents  in  tniaid  and  person  liay#  &r  sorpsssed 
.^▼eii  tte  aanfpiune  «xpeel»tion8  of  a  father. 
I  left  him  a  boy,  but  he  is  returned  a  .man  : 
-pleatitig^  in  his  person,  hardened  by  traTel, 
and  polished  by  adyerattyk  His  disappoint- 
ment it  love,  howerer,  had  infused  an  air  of 
0ielancholy  intohisconyerss^ion,  ivUch  seemed 
tit  intaryals  to  interrupt  our  mutual  satisfac- 
ition*  I  expected  4hat  this  could  find  aenre 
•only  from  time ;  but  fortune,  as  if  wiHing  to 
load  us  with  her  favours,  has  in  a  moment  re- 
paid every  uneslsiBess  With  rdpture. 
'  Twa  days  after  hi«  arrival^  the  man  ift 
Uacic',  with  his 'beta  iitifulnieoe,  came  to  con- 
<graitulateasiipo»>thisple|isiag^occaiBion ;  but, 
^uess  our  surprise^  when  my  friend's^  lovely 
kin&wofHaa  .was  found  to  he  ^the  yery  capitiye 
ray  son  had  rescued  from  Persia,  and  who  had 
been  wrecked  on  the  Wolga,  and  was  carried 
by  the  Russian  peasants  to  the  port  of  Arqh- 
angel.  Wer^'I  to  hold  the  pen  6f  a  novelist, 
I  might  be  prolix  in  describing  their  feelings, 
at  so  unexpected  an  interview  ;  but  you  may 
conceive  their  joy,  without  my  assistance; 
words  were  unable  to'  express  their  transports, 
th0n:  liQWrpa^  words  describe  it  ? 

•Wben^twoyoulDg  persons  are  sincerely 
enamoured  of  eaeh  other,  nothing  ean  givo 
fue  si|,ch  pleasure  as  seeing  them  married  : 
jHrhetrheriLknow.  the  partis  or  Aot^  I  aiSLbapi^ 


t . 


dt  tbtts  btiidhiff  one  jink  mdrein  tbe  uniTarsal 
obaiti.  Nature  has,  ini  same  m^aauro^  formed 
me  for  a  match-^nud^eri  aad  giTeii  me  a  soul 
to  sjfiibpathiKe  with  erery  modex>f  humaa  fe« 
licity.  I  instantly  therefore  consulted. th0 
man  in  blaek^  whether  we  roig^bt  not  orQwn 
their  mutual  wishes  by  marriage  ^  his  :90ul 
aeems  fdrmed  ^f  similar  materials  witk  mintf 
he  inataiitly  gave  his  consent^  And  the  neitit 
•  day  was  apfkointed  Ibff.  the  aokmni^ation  of 
their  nuptials* 

All  the  aoqQaintoncie,  wMeb  I  had^made 
riunee.my  jurrival^  wi^re  present  at  this>  gaf 
solemnity.    The  littlje  beau  was  eonstitiited 
4nasterjoC  the  oeremonies^  and  his  wife>  Mrcb 
Tibbs^  conducted  the  entertainment  with  proN 
."^r  deeolpum.     The  man  in  black  and  the 
ftawnbroker's  widow  were  very  sprightly  and 
tender  upon  this  occasion.    The  widow  Was 
•dressed  «p  under  the  direction' of  Mrs«  Tibbs; 
and  as  for  her  lover,  his  face  was  set  off  by 
the  assistance  of  a  pig-tail  wig,  which  was 
lent  by  the  little  beau,  to  fit  him  for  making 
love  with  proper  formality.    The: whole  com«> 
pany  easily  perceiTed,  that  it  viTould  be  adou^ 
ble  wedding  before  all  was  over,  and  indeed 
iny  friend  aiid  the  widow,  seemed  to  make  no 
secret  of  their  passion;   he  even  called  me 
"aside,  in  order  to  know  my  candid  ppihion> 
whether  I  did  not  think  him  a  little  too  old  to 
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l^emamei,  *  Asfor  my  ^nm  purC  eoatinued 
he,  ^  I  know  I  mm  fing  to  play  the  fool,  bitt 
'all  my  friends  wUl  praiM  my  wmdom,  and 
-^odttoeue  eadie  ¥ery^tterBt>f  discretion 
'toothers.' 

At  dianer,  every  iking  aeemed  to  tub  on 
'With  good'faaaio«r,>harnMNiy,fmdaati«feetioo. 
•^Efery  oreaiare  i«.oompaay  .thoof^ht  theai>- 
•aelfres  pretty^  aiad  every  jest  was  laughed  at : 
tfaenuuiiB  blaok  sat  neait  his  anstress,  helped 
her  plate,  chimed  her  glass,  and  jogging  her 
juwas  and  her  dhow,  ha  wlaspavad  something 
iBTch  IB  her  ear,  oa  if  hiehahe  patted  Ma  cheek ; 
nerer  waa  aatiqnated  pasiiMi  so  playftil,  so 
Jmnnless,  aad.  amusiDgy  bb  hetweea  this  Te«> 
ooopla. 

TlieseeoBd  course  was  bow  called  for,  aad 
mg  ia  Tjuriiety  of  other  dishes,  a  fine  tBrhej 
mwB  plaoed  before  the  widows  The  JBuro^ 
|>eansy  you  know,  eanre  as  they  eat ;  myliieBd 
therefore  begged  Us  mistress  to  heip  him  to  a 
fiart  of  the  turkey*  The  widow,  pleased  with 
lan  opportunity  of  she  wiagh^skiUin  carvmg ; 
-an  art,  upon  which  it  seems,  she  ptqBod  herself 
•began  to  eut  it  ap  by  first  taking  off  the  feg. 
*  Madam,^  cries  my  friend,  ^  if  I  might  be  per- 
«aitted  to  advise,  i  wo«ld  begin  by  cutting  off 
the  tving,  and  then  the  leg  willeome  off  nmre 
easily^'*-^  Sir,'  replies -the  widow,  <give  me 
leave  to  understand  fitting  up «  fowl,  I  always 
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begin  wiik  the  l^^-^^'Yes,  maidhm^'  replies 
the  \9^eTj  ^bttt  iftlw:  tviiig  be  ^e  tnosi  con-. 
Ife^ienimaiiDery  I  wonkl  begin  witl^tbe  wing/ 
-r-^  Sir/  intel^rttpts  tlie  lady,  *  whea  yon  l»iTe 
fowls  ef  your  own,  begin  wiik  Hie  wing  if  year 
pleesey  b«it  give  ae  baVe  to  take  off  the  leg ; 
I  bope^I  atanot  to  be  itaugbi  ai  tfais  time  oS 
day^'-T-^Madav,* inteiTupta he,  'we are lieier. 
toe  eld  iolbe^  instmeted.*--^'  Oldy  sir  !■  inter** 
mf  ts.  the  other,  ^  who  is<  pM,  sir  ?  wheii  I  di4 
^  age^  I:  know  of  s4>nie  that  will  qnake  fbc 
fear ;  if;  the^  Leg  Ao  not  coiae  off,  take  the 
turkey  to  y^umclt*^*^'  Madam,*  repHed  tlui 
man  in  black,  <t  do  riot  care  A  Ikrthing  whe«^ 
tfaer  theieg  or  ttie  wing  eomes  off;  if  youiarh 
for  the  leg  firist^  why  you  shall  ha^e  the  ^gu<^ 
ment,  evetti  thongi  it  be  as  I  sa^f/ — '  Ai»  fov 
the  mattor  of  thM,'  Cfi^  the  widow>^I  do  not 
eare  a  &g,  whether'  you.  are  Ufr  the  leg  Hfl^  oif 
<m ;  and,  firiend^  for  the  future,  keepjonrdis^ 
tanoe.* — ^  Q-,'  replied,  the  other,  ^  that  is  easily 
done,,  it  isenly  reiQoving  teethe  other  end;  of 

the  tarble,'  adMl  so^^adam^ypur  iliost  obedient 
humble  servant.* 

Thus  was  this  courtship  of  an  age  destroyed 
in  one  moment ;  for  this  dialogue  effectually 
broke  off  the  match,  hetireen  this  respectable 
couple,  that  had  been  just  concluded.  The 
smallest  accidents  disappoint  the  most  im- 
jportant  treatiea^^  hewe^er^  though  it  in  some 
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nea^are  intermpted  the  general  salia&ctioo^ 
k  no  imyi  lessened  ibe  happiness  of  the  youth* 
fill  couple  J  and  by  the  young  lady's  looks,  I 
eouU  perceive^she  was  not  tatirely  displeased 
with  ^s  interruption.  « 

:  In  a  feV^  hours  the  whole  transaction  seemed 
entirely  forgotten,  and  we  have  all  skice  en- 
joyed those  satiafactionB  which  result  from  a 
oonscioiisness  of  making  each  other  happy. 
My  son  and  his  fair  partner  are  fixed  here  for 
Kfe  ;  the  man  in  black  has  giTon  ihem  up  a 
small  estate  in  the  ciDuntry,  which,>  added  to 
what  I  was  able  to  bestow,  will  b^  ctfpaMe  of 
supplying  all  the  real,  but  not  the  fictitious 
demands  of  happiness.  As  for  >  myself,  the 
world  being  but  one  city  to  me,  I  do  not  much 
care  in  which  of  the  streets  I  happen  to  reside ; 
I  shall  therefore  spend  the  remainder  of  my 
life,^iin  examining  the  manners  of  different 
countries,  and  hate  prevailed  upon  the  man 
in  black  to  be  my  companion;  ^Tbey  must 
often  change,'  says  Confbciils,  'who  would 
be  constc^t  in  happiness  oi^isdom.'    Adieu; 
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